
 

Office Hours:   9:30—1:00 Monday—Thursday 
Phone: (504) 281-2267 — Fax: (504) 281-2268 

E-Mail:  stbernard@arch-no.org 
www.stbernard-stbla.com 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday—Friday: 
 Mass      8:30 a.m. 
First Saturday       8:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Vigil       4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday     10:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

St. Joseph Adoration Chapel: 
Thursday 

Rev. Hoang M. Tuong, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  985-705-0357 

Rev. Charles Caluda, Retired 
Deacon Norbert Billiot, Jr. 

St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery:  (504) 421-9533 
Lynne, Parish Secretary, Cell:  (504) 421-5969 

Sharon—Religious Ed 
stbchurch.religioused@gmail.com 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the office.  Baptisms will be held the 3rd weekend of the month or by special arrangement. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Confessions are held before each Mass, or call for an appointment. 
Communion of the Sick:  Please call when someone is ill or in the hospital. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples must contact the church at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding. 
Christian Burial:  Please contact the funeral home to make arrangements they will contact church and cemetery. 
Pastoral & Finance Meeting  -  Pastoral Council meetings will be announced. 

 St. Bernard 
Catholic Church 

(Established in 1787) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the total love for Jesus through the Heart of Mary, 

We St. Bernard Catholic Church commit to 
BE BOLD—BE CATHOLIC—BE CHRIST 

And faithfully pass it on...Heart to Heart.  I.M.  

2805 Bayou Road 
P. O. Box 220 

St. Bernard, LA 70085 
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Saturday, December 22, 2018 
Rosary 3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.  All Parishioners of St. 
Bernard Catholic Church; Bernard & 

Chase Naquin; Duke Collins; Donald Serpas, Sr.; Cecile 
Serpas; Tim George; Edward & Anna Asevado; Sal Gagliano; 
Jack & Jake LaFond; Veronica Serigne; Scotty Lopez; Beth 
Byrd Ruiz; Charles, Cornelia & Lori Robertson; Fr John; 
Dewey Joseph Bordelon; Louise Brulte; Louise Evans; Felix 
Morales; and all on our Sick List especially Kerry Robertson, 
Lonny Becnel and Ryan Peltier  
 
Sunday, December 23, 2018 
Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  Charles L. Smith; Gauthé Family; Agnes & 
Wallace Serpas; Jerry Wheat; HJ Lind; Josephine & Reese 
Nunez; Mike, Rosie & André Colletti; Dickie Stander; Merle 
King; Louise M. Alphonso; Catherine Feraci; Larry Gonzales, 
Jr.; Raymond Serpas; Jack Alphonso, Sr.; Freddie Landry; 
Steven & Lionel Berger; Vernon Alfonso; Patricia Assevado; 
Lionel Serigne, Sr.; Jason Steele; Joy Luscy; Marian Serigne, 
Veronica Serigne; Kathleen Muller Beaudette; Donald & 
Janette Evans; Alma Morales Nuss; Vivian Deffes Springer; 
Ethel “Tookie” Rano; Anthony Greco, Jr.; Evelyn & Adam 
Gonzales; Mr. & Mrs. Louis Freire; Juan Montelongo; Rudy 
Alfonso; Edna Robin Lucas; Walter Guidry; Thank you Sts. 
Joseph & Anthony; Health of Samantha and Misty Morales; 
and all Military Personnel & Families 
 
DAILY—Rosary 8 a.m.—Mass 8:30 a.m.: 
Monday For Our Youth 
Tuesday All Sick & Dying 
Wednesday All Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday All Parishioners 
Friday Deceased Priests 
Saturday (only First Saturday) No Mass 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Beth Byrd Ruiz 

 
Marian Candle 

Frs. Don, JP, & John 
 
 

St. Joseph Candle 
Donald Serpas, Sr. 

 
 
 
 

Published before info available 
December 15-16—9, 2018 

 
 

Attendance:   
 

Collection:   $   
 
 

Thank you for your support 

 
Readings  
For The  
Week 
 

Monday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,  
 27, 29; Lk 1:67-79 
Tuesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,  
 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Friday: 1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Sunday: Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 
 5-6, 9-10; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52  

Ministry Schedule 
For Next Week: 

Saturday, December 29, 4:00 p.m. 
Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 
Lector:  Mary Frances 

Ministers of Communion: 
See Schedule 

 

 
Sunday, December 30, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 
Lector:  Sharon 

Ministers of Communion:   
See Schedule 

 



commandments of the Law of God; especially the first commandment. 
12 After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of 
Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 Zerubbabel the 
father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the 
father of Azor, 14 Azor the father of Zadok. Zadok became the 
father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud, 15 Eliud the father of 
Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan, Matthan the 
father of Jacob, 16 Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of 
Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the Messiah. This verse is carefully constructed to avoid saying that Jesus was the son of Joseph. Jewish genealogies followed the male line. Joseph, being Mary’s husband, was the legal father of Jesus. The legal father is on a par with the biological father as regards rights and duties. It was quite common for people to marry within their clan, Mary may also have belonged to the House of David. Several early church fathers testify to this: St. Ignatius of Antioch, St. Irenaeus, St. Justin and Tertullian, who base their testimony on an unbroken oral tradition. 
17 Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David 
is fourteen generations; from David to the Babylonian exile, 
fourteen generations; from the Babylonian exile to the Messiah, 
fourteen generations. Fourteen generations is, actually, 2 times 7 generations. There are a total of six “7s” from Abraham to Jesus. Jesus starts the 7th group, 7 being the number of the covenant. The third promise to Abram (worldwide blessing), made a covenant in Genesis 22 is fulfilled in the New Covenant instituted by Jesus. 
18 Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found with child through the holy Spirit. 19 
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling 
to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Espousal took place about one year before the marriage celebration. The marriage proper consisted, among other ceremonies, in the bride being brought solemnly and joyously to her husband’s house (see Deuteronomy 20:7). From the moment of espousal onward, a certificate of divorce was required. Unchastity during this period was not adultery and the child was considered legitimate. Joseph, obviously, knew that he was not the father of this child in the physical sense. No public reason was needed for the divorce but he could ask for a trial by ordeal (Numbers 5:11-31). 
20 Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, AJoseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. The angel reminds Joseph by use of the title “son of David” of Nathan’s prophesy (2 Samuel 7:12). 
For it is through the holy Spirit that this child has been conceived 
in her. 21 She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” Hebrew name for Jesus is Yeshua (Joshua). It means “Yahweh is salvation”. 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with 
us.” The sacred author quotes Isaiah 7:14 in the Greek Septuagint form. 
24 When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home. 25 He had no 
relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus. The implication that he had relations “after” is not present in the Greek. The same word is used in John 9:18 where it says that the Pharisees did not believe in the man blind from birth until (heos) they called his parents. They didn’t believe afterward either. 

Gospel Matthew 1:1-25 For us, genealogy charts can be very dull and boring but for the Jews (and other Eastern peoples of nomadic origin) genealogical trees were of great importance because a person’s identity was especially linked to family and tribe; the place of birth was of secondary importance. In the case of the Jews, there is the added religious significance of belonging by blood to the chosen people. 
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. The history of the salvation of the chosen people begins with the promises made to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3: land, royal dynasty (name), and worldwide blessing. The first promise (land/nation) is upgraded to a covenant with Abram (Abraham) in Genesis 15 and is fulfilled in Moses. 
2 Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah became the 
father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Tamar was a Canaanite woman who deceived her father-in-law (Judah) into having sexual relations with her. The result of this incestuous union were the twins Perez and Zerah (Genesis 38). 
Perez became the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 4 
Ram the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of 
Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father of 
Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Rahab was a prostitute of Jericho, a non-Jew, who sheltered the spies sent to scout out the promised land (Joshua 2). She and her household were spared when the Israelites took the city. 
Boaz became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Ruth was a Moabite woman, a foreigner, whose story is told in the book of Ruth. 
Obed became the father of Jesse, 6 Jesse the father of David the 
king. The second promise to Abram (name/royal dynasty/kingdom) is upgraded to a covenant in Genesis 17:1-19 and fulfilled in King David. 
David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the 
wife of Uriah. Bathsheba is not named; but instead her position in the eyes of God is listed. Uriah was a Hittite and it is presumed that she was one also. She committed adultery with David, and when she became pregnant, David ordered Uriah into battle to be killed. The child of this adulterous relationship died and Solomon was conceived after David and Bathsheba married. These four foreign women, who in one way or another were bought into the history of Israel, are one sign, among many others, of God’s design to save all mankind. 
7 Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father 
of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asaph. The successor of Abijah was not Asaph, but Asa (1 Chronicles 3:10). Matthew may have deliberately introduced Asaph (author of Psalms 73-83) to show fulfillment of the promises of all the Old Testament. 
8 Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat was the son of Asa (1 Kings 15:24). 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah. 9 
Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah became the father of 
Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, Some texts read “Amon”. Amon, son of Manasseh, was installed as king while an infant according to 2 Kings 21:18ff. The rendering of Amos for Amon is believed to be the result of an early confusion of the name of King Amon with the name of the prophet Amos. 
Amos the father of Josiah. 11 Josiah became the father of 
Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile. The deportation to Babylon is described in 2 Kings 24-25. It fulfilled prophets warnings to the people of Israel and their kings that they would be punished for their infidelity to the 



Gospel - John 1:1-18—Christmas Mark and John are the two gospels which do not have a birth narrative. At first thought, it seems odd to be hearing this Gospel on the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus the Christ. However, a closer look at this reading reveals that John, faithful to Semitic tradition, begins with a genealogy. The Gospel of Matthew traces Jesus’ genealogy from King David (Matthew 1:1-17); the Gospel of Luke traces Jesus’ genealogy all the way back to Adam (Luke 3:23-37). John’s gospel, however, gives a genealogy of divine, not human origins. 
1 In the beginning An allusion to Genesis 1:1. John will show that Jesus is truly the creative word of God who already existed at the beginning of time. 
was Not past tense, but an imperfect tense denoting continuous, timeless existence. 
the Word, In the Old Testament the word of God is God’s manifestation, the revelation of Himself, whether in creation, in deeds of power and of grace, or in prophecy. Christ, the Incarnate Word, is the ultimate and complete revelation of God (Hebrews 1:1-4). 
and the Word was with God, A distinction in godhead. The Word existed along with God. 
and the Word was God. The Word is divine, but He is not all of divinity, for He has already been distinguished from another divine person. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. For the fourth time John insists that the Word was with God at the beginning. Unlike created things, there never was a time when the Word was not. 
3 All things came to be through him, John does not call Christ the Creator, a title reserved in the New Testament for the Father (Colossians 1:15ff). The Word is the instrumental or meditative cause of creation; this does not imply subordination but logical order. 
and without him nothing came to be. This expresses the same truth in a negative fashion. 
What came to be 4 through him was life, All created existence has always had its origin in the life of the Word. Life is not mere existence – even inanimate things exist. Life is some kind of sharing in the being of God. 
and this life was the light of the human race; The life of which John speaks, as truly a sharing in the life of God, must be a life of ultimate understanding, the revelation of God. The rabbis spoke similarly of the Torah as light. John will later in his Gospel apply to Jesus the Word other designations they used for the Torah; such as “water” (John 4:10) and “bread” (John 6:35). 
5 the light shines in the darkness, Darkness is that which is in opposition to God. Light and dark are opposites; dark cannot exist where there is light. The world bound over to sin is in darkness. 
and the darkness has not overcome it. Man is in darkness, but he is not darkness itself. Throughout history God’s revealed word has been present for the enlightenment (brought into the light) of man – he did not need to succumb to the darkness, although he invariably did. 
6 A man named John was sent from God. As were the prophets and Jesus sent from God; quite an introduction for John the Baptist. 
7 He came for testimony, Witness is one of John’s fundamental ideas. 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. Faith is the opposite of unbelief; light as opposed to darkness. 
8 He was not the light, John the Baptist is a witness to the light, not the light itself. This declaration may have been motivated by the fact that the Baptist’s position had been misinterpreted by some who had not understood that he was the forerunner and not the inaugurator of God’s kingdom (see Acts 19:1-7). 
but came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, In Hebraic usage, “true” denotes the divine order.   



which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. The world of men and their affairs; a world subject to sin and darkness 
10 He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. These words are not to be restricted to the rejection of Christ by His own people. We must also think of the failure of the world to acknowledge the truth that God, through His creative word, has been made known in creation. To “know” in John does not mean simply to perceive, be aware of, but has the full Semitic sense attached to knowledge in which personal involvement is always supposed as well. 
11 He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. The statement of the preceding verse is repeated in other terms – aimed specifically at the 12 But to those who 
did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his name, In Semitic usage, “name” is equivalent to “person”. Faith is not merely the acceptance of a proposition, but a total commitment to a person. 
13 who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God. Believers in Jesus became children of God not through any of the three natural causes mentioned here but through God who is the immediate cause of this new spiritual life. The rejection of the Word was never complete. Both in the Old Testament phase of the history of salvation, as in the fulfillment in Christ, faith in the Word has been the principle of immortality (see Romans 4:1-17) whereby through the acceptance of God’s grace men might become children of God. This is a special gift of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh Flesh is not evil, but it is transitory, mortal, imperfect. At first glance, this is incompatible with God. This is the mystery of the incarnation, by which the Eternal Word took on our exact human nature, becoming one with us in everything but sin (Hebrews 4:15); in everything, that is, except what was incompatible with divinity. 
and made his dwelling among us, Literally, “pitched his tent among us”. The Word dwelled for a time in the midst of man as God once dwelled with the Israelites in the tent of meeting (Exodus 25:5; Numbers 35:34). 
and we saw his glory, Though the Word concealed His glory in becoming flesh, the Gospel is witness to its having been perceived by men. 
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. John has reached the climax of his introduction in speaking of the Word become flesh, he never again calls Him the Word: the gospel is testimony not to the Eternal Word but the Word become flesh, Jesus the Christ, Son of God. 
15 John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me 
ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.’” Now that John has spoken explicitly of the incarnation of the Word, he now presents the Baptist as the first in a series of witnesses who testify on behalf of the Christ-event. 
16 From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, “We”, the Church, have received what was promised in the covenant with Israel has come superabundantly in the revelation of the Son of God. 
17 because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. This is the thought of Hebrews 1:1-4 (our 2nd reading). It constitutes a final break of John’s thought with that of Judaism. The revelation of the Old Covenant was but a foreshadowing of what was to be fully revealed in the New through Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him. The Jewish belief was firm; God was an invisible God and could not be seen by man. John may be thinking of Exodus 33:20-23, according to which Moses was not permitted to see the Glory of God, since no one may see God and live, but was allowed to see His back. But in the Incarnate Word God has been revealed completely (Colossians 1:15); only the Son sees the Father, and it is through Him that we, too, see God with eyes of faith. 



 



Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Manuel Alfonso; Debbie Gonzales; Charles Duhe; Harold J. Lind, III; 
Aiden Smith; Madeline Colletti Cimino; Gene Perez; Patricia Fincher; 
Frances Evans; Donald Campo; Edna O’Rourke; Marlene Campo; 
Bernard Naquin, Jr.; Dorothy Easley; Devin Dimadigo; Kylie Gritter; 
David Naquin; Sheri Fernandez; Christina Landry; Brett Gagliano; 
Brendan Graf; Emile Evans; Landon Ansardi; Kayla Vogelaar; Mindy 
Casanova Dardar; Wilmoy & Florine Shows; Brett Bergeron; Allen 
Nunez; Eleanore Erato; David Casanova; Danny Morales; Riley 
Richards; Hyacinth Serpas; Paul Morales, III; Jerrilee Odinet; Karley 
Draper; Hailey Martin; Lorraine Daroca; Barbara Simpson; Michael 
George; Jamie Harris; Joy Fernandez; Marianne Marks; Kimberly 
Mones; Jules Turjeau; Avery Cantrelle; Rita Bauer; Sandy Thurman; 
Talor Gutierrez; Erica Stewart; Maggie Serigne; Regina Waguespack; 
Valerie Wheat; Hunter Hoffmann; Christina Gardner; AJ Arnone; 
Evis; Michelle Matthews; Fr. Charley; Sandra Jones; William 
Ybarzabal; Don Clark; Fred Everhardt; Thelma Lee; Lela Weber; 
Janey Yates; Connie St. Pierre; Tino Mones; Mary Gagliano; Patrick 
Campo, Sr.; Joyce Serpas; Michael Fernandez; SE Kreiger; Pasqual 
Alfonso; Henry Dietrich; Sidney Evans, Jr.; Hope Serigne; 
Mr. & Mrs. Caesar; Dona F. Mills; Mary Barker; Bob 
Couch; Rhonda Riley; Norbert Billiot, Sr.; Lisa and 
Samantha; Paul Remick; Justin Serpas; Rene Poche; Lisa 
Montelongo; Bobbie Schmitt; Barbara Robin; Lorenza 
Acosta; Adam Serigne; Becky Couture Riker; Linda 
Melerine; Alfred Nunez; Stephen Lobre; Barney Koons; Mary Smith; 
Romona Lucas; Paul Serigne; Taylor Tycer; Dan Assevado; Wendy 
Walls; Kaleah Kate Ma; Robert Oalmann; Noah Campo; Arley 
Jarammillo; Robert Burns; Peter Peterson; Anna Morales; Elsie 
Smith; Philip Deogracias; Beverly Bachemin; Ryan Peltier; Lonny 
Becnel; Kerry Robertson; Pat Cassagne; Linda Cousin; Jimmy & 
Dolly Brien; Margie Palmeri; Misty Morales 

Call the office to add or remove someone from list. 

ADORATION CHAPELS 
The Deanery Adoration Chapel located at OLPS invites you to come 
spend a little time with the Lord in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Come for a few minutes or consider becoming a “committed adorer” 
for a particular hour. OLPS 8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday.  If anyone 
would like to be on the committee at OLPS please contact them.  
OLPS is need of adorers if you can commit please call them. Our Lady 
of Lourdes has Adoration on the first Wednesday of the month. St. 
Bernard has Adoration on Thursday.  Please consider spending an 
hour with the Lord. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 In ancient pagan Rome, these days in mid-
December were a time for general slacking off at work 
and far too much rejoicing. The period of leisure after 
the harvest and a whole cluster of pagan festivals were 
a force for the church to reckon with. The Saturnalia, 
breaking out on December 17, was a time of high 
living and loose morals. Christians were advised by 
their bishops to drop out of the mayhem and do some 
serious fasting. A famous church council at Saragossa 
in Spain made a season of fasting mandatory from 
December 17 to December 23, exactly coinciding with 
the Saturnalia. The bishops at that time were perhaps 
less concerned with preparing for Christmas than with 
resisting the kind of loose living going on. 
 Modern times have restored a bit of the Saturnalia 
spirit to our culture, so that a general period of 
partying with a vague connection to religion is now 
upon us. How does a Christian keep balance? The 
practice of charity by remembering the poor in our 
gift‑giving, of hospitality in finding a place at our 
holiday tables for the poor and lonely, and of daily 
prayer in the home and at church are great helps. 
Although Advent is not a penitential season like Lent, 
it is a time for making room in our lives for what 
matters most. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

MEMORIES AND DREAMS 
 Throughout our lives, we retain the language and 
habits of our native region and family of origin. Should 
we return to our home after a long absence, we quickly 
revert to its familiar speech and practices. Our deep 
memory is reflected in old stories and words and speech 
patterns. This familiarity runs like an underground river 
and accompanies us wherever we go. 
 Not only do we remember, we are incorporated into 
and made part of a greater memory. In remembering 
and recollecting, we are in turn gathered up and re-
collected. 
 Today we remember Mary, a small figure travelling 
the country roads to visit Elizabeth. All the great 
pronouncements and dreams of the prophets point to 
this time when the Lord’s words to Mary would be 
gathered and fulfilled. The memories of her people are 
alive in her, and memories of her nourish our own 
living faith.    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Christmas and  
New Year’s Masses 

 
Christmas Eve Masses: 

4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day Mass: 

10:00 a.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve:  4:00 p.m. 
New Year’s Day:  10:00 a.m. 
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