
 

Office Hours:   9:30—1:00 Monday—Thursday 
Phone: (504) 281-2267 — Fax: (504) 281-2268 

E-Mail:  stbernard@arch-no.org 
www.stbernard-stbla.com 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday—Friday: 
 Mass      8:30 a.m. 
First Saturday       8:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Vigil       4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday     10:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

St. Joseph Adoration Chapel: 
Thursday 

Rev. Hoang M. Tuong, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  985-705-0357 

Rev. Charles Caluda, Retired 
Deacon Norbert Billiot, Jr. 

Music Director:  Bea Girard 

St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery:  (504) 421-9533 
Lynne, Parish Secretary, Cell:  (504) 421-5969 

Sharon—Religious Ed 
stbchurch.religioused@gmail.com 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the office.  Baptisms will be held the 3rd weekend of the month or by special arrangement. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Confessions are held before each Mass, or call for an appointment. 
Communion of the Sick:  Please call when someone is ill or in the hospital. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples must contact the church at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding. 
Christian Burial:  Please contact the funeral home to make arrangements they will contact church and cemetery. 
Pastoral & Finance Meeting  -  Pastoral Council meetings will be announced. 

 St. Bernard 
Catholic Church 

(Established in 1787) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the total love for Jesus through the Heart of Mary, 

We St. Bernard Catholic Church commit to 
BE BOLD—BE CATHOLIC—BE CHRIST 

And faithfully pass it on...Heart to Heart.  I.M.  

2805 Bayou Road 
P. O. Box 220 

St. Bernard, LA 70085 
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Saturday, April 6, 2019 
Rosary 3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.  All Parishioners of St. 
Bernard Catholic Church; Bernard & 
Chase Naquin; Duke Collins; Donald 

Serpas, Sr.; Tim George; Timothy George; Sal Gagliano; 
Scotty Lopez; Beth Byrd Ruiz; Charles, Cornelia & Lori 
Robertson; Fr John; and all on our Sick List  
 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 
Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  Charles L. Smith; Gauthé Family; Agnes 
& Wallace Serpas; Jerry Wheat; HJ Lind; Josephine & 
Reese Nunez; Mike, Rosie & André Colletti; Dickie 
Stander; Merle King; Louise M. Alphonso; Larry 
Gonzales, Jr.; Raymond Serpas; Jason Steele; Adam 
Serigne; Walter Guidry; Chester Romero; The Romero 
Family; Juan Montelongo; John Martinez, Jr.; Rudy 
Alphonso and all Military Personnel & Families 
 
DAILY—Rosary 8 a.m.—Mass 8:30 a.m.: 
Monday For Our Youth 
Tuesday All Sick & Dying 
Wednesday All Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday All Parishioners 
Friday Deceased Priests 
Saturday (only First Saturday) No Mass 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Beth Byrd Ruiz 

 
Marian Candle 

Anna & Tony Geraci 
 

 
St. Joseph Candle 

Bernard & Chase Naquin 

 
 
 
 

 
March 30—31, 2019 

 
 

Attendance:  84 
 

Collection:   $1,234.00 
 

Thank you for your support 

 
Readings  
For The  
Week 
 
 
 

 
Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62  
  [41c-62]; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;  
  Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
  Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13;  
  Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40 (procession); 
  Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
  Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49] 

Ministry Schedule 
For Next Week: 

Saturday, April 13, 4:00 p.m. 
Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 

Lector:  Pat 
Ministers of Communion: 

Ethel 
 

 
Sunday, April 14, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 
Lector:  Catherine 

Ministers of Communion:   
Lenore 
Rhonda 



The ass was historically the mount of a prince who entered 
a town peacefully and joyfully; the warrior would enter on 
a horse. 
Untie it and bring it here. 31 And if anyone should ask 
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you will answer, ‘The 
Master has need of it.’” 32 So those who had been sent 
went off and found everything just as he had told them. 
33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to 
them, “Why are you untying this colt?” 34 They 
answered, “The Master has need of it.”  
Notice the foreknowledge which Jesus has of events; there 
is no resistance to His appropriating this valuable animal. 
35 So they brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks over 
the colt, and helped Jesus to mount. 
There is a miracle here; the unbroken animal doesn’t resist 
Jesus as a rider. Jesus makes use of a donkey for His entry 
into Jerusalem, thereby fulfilling the ancient prophecy: 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on an 
ass, on a colt the foal of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9). The 
people, and particularly the Pharisees, were quite aware of 
this prophecy. By fulfilling the prophecy our Lord was 
showing everyone that He was the Messiah prophesied in 
the Old Testament. 
36 As he rode along, the people were spreading their 
cloaks on the road; 
Saint Luke omits the palm branches. 
37 and now as he was approaching the slope of the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of his disciples 
began to praise God aloud with joy for all the mighty 
deeds they had seen. 
The Gospel according Saint Luke recounts seven miracles 
performed by Jesus. 
38 They proclaimed: “Blessed is the king who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 
Psalm 118:26, “Blessed be he who enters in the name of 
the Lord” but the people also acclaim Him as king. This is 
a great messianic demonstration, which infuriates the 
Pharisees. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.” 
Their shouts echo the announcement made by the angel to 
the shepherds on Christmas night (Luke 2:14). 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He said in reply, 
“I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” 
To the reproaches of the Pharisees, who are scandalized by 
the people’s shouts, our Lord replies in a phrase which 
sounds like a proverb; so obvious is His Messiahship that 
if men refused to recognize it, nature would proclaim it. In 
fact, when His friends were cowed on the hill of Calvary 
the earth trembled and the rocks split (Matthew 27:51). At 
other times our Lord imposed silence on those who want to 
proclaim Him King or Messiah; but now He adopts a 
different attitude: the moment has come for His divinity 
and His mission to be made public. 

Palm Sunday 
Introduction 
Passion week ends our celebration of Lent. Our Lenten 
preparations have been focused on improving our 
response to God’s call so that we, His children, will be 
ready to come home and live for all eternity. Jesus, our 
eldest brother, has showed us how to live His life so that 
we can gain eternal life. Our readings today show us how 
Jesus freely became the eternal perfect sacrifice – the one 
sacrifice which could open the gates of heaven so that we 
could have our sins forgiven and forgotten. The sacrifice 
instituted the New Covenant with God; the covenant in 
which we are no longer God’s slaves but His children. As 
with all covenants, this covenant is sealed with a meal, a 
meal in which all parties partake and which is offered to 
God. The offering to God is described in Revelation 5:6 
by John: “Then I saw standing in the midst of the throne 
and the four living creatures and the elders a Lamb that 
seemed to have been slain.” The meal in which we 
partake is the Holy Eucharist promised by Jesus at 
Capernaum “Unless you eat the flesh of the son of man 
and drink His blood you have no life within you. Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him on the last day.” (John 6:53-54). This meal 
was provided for us by Jesus at the Last Supper. 
Procession Gospel - Luke 19:28-40 
Jesus is completing His journey to Jerusalem; the place 
He knows that He must go for His passion. Our Mass this 
Sunday opens with Luke’s account of Jesus’ Messianic 
entry into the city. 
28 After he had said this, he proceeded on his journey 
up to Jerusalem. 
This is truly a journey “up” to Jerusalem. The Gospel 
writer is referring to the geography of the area; Jerusalem 
is on the top of a mountain. 
29 As he drew near to Bethphage 
The name Bethphage means “House of the unripe fig.” It 
seems to have been located some 2/3 mile from 
Jerusalem. 
and Bethany 
The name Bethany means “house of figs.” It is about 
three miles east of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. It 
was the home of Lazarus and his 3 sisters and contained 
about 20 families. The fig tree was the symbol of 
Jerusalem and the author shows progression from 2 
“figs” to “unripe figs” to “no figs” because Jesus 
considered Jerusalem to have ceased to be fruitful (recall 
the cursing of the fig tree). 
at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples. 
Luke never does things singly. 
30 He said, “Go into the village opposite you, and as 
you enter it you will find a colt tethered on which no 
one has ever sat. 



SEDER MEAL— SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH, 6:30 PM 
Passover is the great Jewish feast of redemption and liberation, the memorial of the Israelites' deliverance from their bondage 
in Egypt. The word Passover means "deliverance," since in the story of the Exodus Yahweh "passed over the houses of the 
children of Israel in Egypt" (Ex. 12:27). Passover is also known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread, since in their haste to flee 
Egypt, "the people carried off their dough, still unleavened" (Ex. 12:34). The lamb offered at each paschal meal recalls the 
first Passover sacrifice, whose blood protected the Israelites from the avenging angel of Yahweh (cf. Ex. 12:21-33). Passover 
is a festival of great rejoicing, which reveals how God "led us from captivity to freedom, from sadness to joy, from mourning 
to feasting, from servitude to redemption, from darkness to brilliant light."  
The Seder Meal  
The ritual meal which commemorates the events of the Exodus is called the Seder.  
The primary aim of the Seder is to transmit to future generations the story of the Exodus, the central event in Jewish history. 
Ideally, a family gathers around a table in its own home to celebrate the Seder, sharing in a meal which symbolizes their 
consciousness as a people and their faith in the future. The Exodus story pertains to all persons, since it tells of the right of all 
persons to be free.  
Celebrating Our Heritage  
In the Christian tradition the Passover Seder is also believed to be when Jesus instituted the Eucharist. Gathered around the 
supper table with his disciples, Jesus told them, "I have longed to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; because, I tell 
you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.  
Then, taking a cup, he gave thanks and said, 'Take this and share it among you, because from now on, I tell you, I shall not 
drink wine until the kingdom of God comes'.  
Then he took some bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it and gave it to them, saying, 'This is my body which will be 
given for you; do this as a memorial of me'. He did the same with the cup after supper, and said, 'This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood which will be poured out for you.'" (Luke 22:15-20)  
This Christian observance of this ritual meal celebrates not only our tradition of Christ's last supper but our own Jewish 
heritage which provided the context for Jesus' institution at the last supper.  
Elements of the Seder  
The Seder meal is accompanied by commentary, prayers and, where possible, songs. Since the Seder is a commemoration of 
the Exodus story, it is strongly recommended that prior to the celebration all participants read and reflect on the scripture 
account of this event which is found in chapters seven through thirteen of the book of Exodus. This account serves as an 
excellent family Lenten reading program, and reflection on it will greatly enhance the celebration of the Seder.  
The actual celebration of the Seder is a complete meal with supper during the ritual. In the service which follows, the meal is 
a ritual or symbolic one and supper follows the ritual. Like the Seder, it should be festive and joyous. If there are invited 
guests coming to the Seder, they could each be asked to bring something for the supper. This increases the feeling of 
harmony and community.  
A Leisurely Meal: The participants should relax and enjoy the events of the Seder. American society has lost the sense of 
meal as ritual, as a time of thanksgiving or commemoration. The participants should be encouraged to enjoy and savor the 
company, the ceremony, the food, and the song which bring life to the Seder meal.  
Seder As Liturgy: Ideally it is enacted on the night of the Jewish Passover, or prior to the evening liturgy on Holy Thursday. 
Any Lenten evening would be suitably appropriate, but the closer to the events of Holy Week, the better. When we observe 
the Passover meal as a Christian celebration, our understanding of important New Testament truths is enriched. We recognize 
more fully God's active role in human affairs and indeed his presence in our own lives. Within the context of this ritual meal 
our sense of presence to one another as family and friends is deepened. Our appreciation of the sacrament of the Eucharist is 
heightened. We discover the firm spiritual roots which our faith has in Judaism, and realize more fully the bonds which join 
us to our Jewish brothers and sisters.  
The Seder meal can serve as a moving and deeply spiritual experience for us all. It spurs us on: "to life!...to freedom!...to 
Jerusalem!"  
As we enjoy this meal, let us remember that Jesus became the fulfillment of all the promises of redemption and deliverance 
we mark here tonight. Jesus has called us out of darkness and made us his chosen people of the New Covenant. That is why 
we gather here tonight. That is why we celebrate this meal. Jesus, the Lamb of God, has offered himself for the forgiveness 
of our sins. Happy are we who share in this supper.  



TENEBRAE  - Wednesday, April 17th at 7:30 p.m. 

Tenebræ is the name given to the service of Matins and Lauds belonging to the last three days of Holy Week. This ser-
vice, as the "Cæremoniale episcoporum" expressly directs, is to be anticipated and it should be sung shortly after Com-
pline "about the twenty-first hour", i.e. about three p.m. on the eve of the day to which it belongs. "On the three days 
before Easter", says Benedict XIV (Institut., 24), "Lauds follow immediately on Matins, which in this occasion termi-
nate with the close of day, in order to signify the setting of the Sun of Justice and the darkness of the Jewish people who 
knew not our Lord and condemned Him to the gibbet of the cross." Originally Matins on these days, like Matins at all 
other seasons of the year, were sung shortly after midnight, and consequently if the lights were extinguished the dark-
ness was complete. That this putting out of lights dates from the fifth century, so far at least as regards the night Office, 
is highly probable. Both in the first Ordo Romanus and in the Ordo of St. Amand published by Duchesne a great point 
is made of the gradual extinction of the lights during the Friday Matins; though it would seem that in this earliest period 
the Matins and Lauds of the Thursday were sung throughout with the church brightly illuminated (ecclesia omni lumine 
decoretur). On Friday the candles and lamps were gradually extinguished during the three Nocturns, while on Saturday 
the church was in darkness from beginning to end, save that a single candle was kept near the lectern to read by.  

All this suggests, as Kutschker has remarked, that the Office of these three days was treated as a sort of funeral service, 
or dirge, commemorating the death of Jesus Christ. It is natural also that, since Christ by convention was regarded as 
having lain three days and three nights in the tomb, these obsequies should have come in the end to be celebrated on 
each of the three separate occasions with the same demonstrations of mourning. There can be no reasonable doubt that 
it was from the extinguishing of lights that the service came to be known as Tenebræ, though the name itself seems to 
have arisen somewhat later. The liturgist de Vert has suggested an utilitarian explanation of the putting out of the can-
dles one by one, contending that the gradual approach of the dawn rendered the same number of lights unnecessary, and 
that the number was consequently diminished as the service drew to a close. This view seems sufficiently refuted by the 
fact that this method of gradual extinction is mentioned by the first Ordo Romanus on the Friday only. On the Saturday 
we are explicitly told that the lights were not lit. Moreover, as pointed out under HOLY WEEK, the tone of the whole 
Office, which seems hardly to have varied in any respect from that now heard in our churches, is most noticeably 
mournful--the lessons taken from the Lamentations of Jeremias, the omission of the Gloria Patri, of the Te Deum, and 
of blessings etc., all suggest a service cognate to the Vigiliæ Mortuorum, just as the brilliant illumination of the Easter 
eve spoke of triumph and of joy, so the darkness of the preceding night's services seems to have been designedly chosen 
to mark the Church's desolation. In any case it is to be noticed that the Office of these three days has been treated by 
liturgical reformers throughout the ages with scrupulous respect. The lessons from Jeremias in the first Nocturn, from 
the Commentaries of St. Augustine upon the Psalms in the second, and from the Epistles of St. Paul in the third remain 
now as when we first hear of them in the eighth century.  

The Benedictine Order, who normally have their own arrangement of psalms and nocturns, differing from the Roman, 
on these three days conform to the ordinary Roman practice. Even the shifting of the hour from midnight to the previ-
ous afternoon, when no real darkness can be secured, seems to have been prompted by the desire to render these sub-
lime Offices more accessible to clergy and laity. Already in the thirteenth century it seems probable that at Rome Tene-
bræ began at four or five o'clock on the Wednesday (see Ord. Rom., xiv, 82, and Ord. Rom., xv, 62). Despite the gen-
eral uniformity of this service throughout the Western Church, there was also a certain diversity of usage in some de-
tails, more particularly, in the number of candles which stood in the Tenebræ hearse, and in some accretions which, es-
pecially in the Sarum Use, marked the termination of the service. With regard to the candles Durandus speaks of as 
many as seventy-two being used in some churches and as few as nine or seven in others. In England the Sarum Ordinal 
prescribed twenty-four, and this was the general number in this country, variously explained as symbolizing the twenty-
four hours of the day, or the twelve Apostles with the twelve Prophets. A twenty-fifth candle was allowed to remain 
lighted and hidden, as is done at the present day, behind the altar, when all the others had been gradually extinguished. 
At present, the rubrics of the "Ceremoniale," etc., prescribe the use of fifteen candles. The noise made at the end of 
Tenebræ undoubtedly had its origin in the signal given by the master of ceremonies for the return of the ministers to the 
sacristy. A number of the earlier Ceremoniales and Ordines are explicit on this point. But at a later date others lent their 
aid in making this knocking. For example Patricius Piccolomini says: "The prayer being ended the master of ceremo-
nies begins to beat with his hand upon the altar step or upon some bench, and all to some extent make a noise and clat-
ter." This was afterwards symbolically interpreted to represent the convulsion of nature which followed the death of 
Jesus Christ.  



 

Lenten Activities 
 

Fridays of Lent: 
Stations of the Cross: 
Following 8:30 Mass and 5:30 p.m. 
Seafood Dinners: 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Seder Meal: 
Palm Sunday, April 14th, 6:30 p.m. Tickets $15 in advance—
$20 at door 
Call the office to reserve your spot 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Holy Week: 
Wednesday, April 17th, Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m. 
Holy Thursday, 7:00 p.m.—Adoration until Midnight 
 
Good Friday: 
Rosary Walk & Stations beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
Services at 3:00 p.m. Confessions following 
 
 

Easter Vigil:  8:00 p.m. (no 4:00 Vigil) 
 

Easter Sunday:  10:00 a.m. 



The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Manuel Alfonso; Debbie Gonzales; Charles Duhe; Harold J. Lind, III; 
Aiden Smith; Madeline Colletti Cimino; Gene Perez; Patricia Fincher; 
Frances Evans; Donald Campo; Edna O’Rourke; Marlene Campo; 
Bernard Naquin, Jr.; Dorothy Easley; Devin Dimadigo; Kylie Gritter; 
David Naquin; Sheri Fernandez; Christina Landry; Brett Gagliano; 
Brendan Graf; Emile Evans; Landon Ansardi; Kayla Vogelaar; Mindy 
Casanova Dardar; Wilmoy & Florine Shows; Brett Bergeron; Allen 
Nunez; Eleanore Erato; David Casanova; Danny Morales; Riley 
Richards; Hyacinth Serpas; Paul Morales, III; Jerrilee Odinet; Karley 
Draper; Hailey Martin; Lorraine Daroca; Barbara Simpson; Michael 
George; Jamie Harris; Joy Fernandez; Marianne Marks; Kimberly 
Mones; Avery Cantrelle; Rita Bauer; Sandy Thurman; Talor 
Gutierrez; Erica Stewart; Maggie Serigne; Regina Waguespack; 
Valerie Wheat; Hunter Hoffmann; Christina Gardner; AJ Arnone; 
Evis; Michelle Matthews; Fr. Charley; Sandra Jones; William 
Ybarzabal; Don Clark; Fred Everhardt; Thelma Lee; Lela Weber; 
Janey Yates; Connie St. Pierre; Tino Mones; Mary Gagliano; Patrick 
Campo, Sr.; Joyce Serpas; Michael Fernandez; SE Kreiger; Pasqual 
Alfonso; Henry Dietrich; Sidney Evans, Jr.; Hope Serigne; 
Mr. & Mrs. Caesar; Dona F. Mills; Mary Barker; Bob 
Couch; Linda Gagliano; Rhonda Riley; Norbert Billiot, 
Sr.; Lisa and Samantha; Paul Remick; Justin Serpas; Rene 
Poche; Lisa Montelongo; Bobbie Schmitt; Barbara Robin; 
Lorenza Acosta; Becky Couture Riker; Linda Melerine; 
Alfred Nunez; Stephen Lobre; Barney Koons; Romona Lucas; Paul 
Serigne; Taylor Tycer; Dan Assevado; Wendy Walls; Kaleah Kate Ma; 
Robert Oalmann; Noah Campo; Arley Jarammillo; Robert Burns; 
Peter Peterson; Anna Morales; Elsie Smith; Philip Deogracias; Beverly 
Bachemin; Ryan Peltier; Lonny Becnel; Kerry Robertson; Pat 
Cassagne; Linda Cousin; Jimmy & Dolly Brien; Margie Palmeri; Misty 
Morales; Katie Caluda Sanpart; Carol Morales; Michele Morales 

Call the office to add or remove someone from list. 

ADORATION CHAPELS 
The Deanery Adoration Chapel located at OLPS invites you to come 
spend a little time with the Lord in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Come for a few minutes or consider becoming a “committed adorer” 
for a particular hour. OLPS 8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday.  If anyone 
would like to be on the committee at OLPS please contact them.  
OLPS is need of adorers if you can commit please call them. Our Lady 
of Lourdes has Adoration on the first Wednesday of the month. St. 
Bernard has Adoration on Thursday.  Please consider spending an 
hour with the Lord. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Next weekend, many churches provide palms to 
be carried in the opening moments of the liturgy, as 
we gratefully recall Jesus’ entry into the holy city of 
Jerusalem. The children who greeted him on that day 
used what was both handy and traditional, since 
palms were carried to inaugurate the joyful harvest 
feast of Succoth. To this day, faithful Jews are 
directed to take a beautiful palm branch, green and 
straight as possible, called a lulav, and bind it with 
three myrtle branches fifteen inches long, and two 
longer willow branches. At the end of the temple 
service, everyone carries the lulav, circling the 
sanctuary in a dance called the Hoshanot, singing 
hymns of joy. 
 In other climates, Jews and Christians alike have 
had to make accommodations over the years. In 
Italy, everyone carries olive branches today, often 
brought from their own garden. In England, 
forsythia branches are preferred, a relative of the 
olive, sign of peace. Germans prefer pussywillows, 
and others look for flowering spring branches. In our 
part of the world, what do you think would be the 
best choice to express joy and welcome, and to 
remind us of the joy of Christ’s victory even as we 
prepare to commemorate his passion? 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

GOD’S ACTIONS NOW 
 When Jews celebrate the Passover, they always tell the 
story of the Exodus in present terms, as if they themselves 
experienced those events: when we were prisoners in Egypt; 
when God brought us out of slavery and through the waters of 
the sea. We would do well to follow their example and see the 
works of Jesus and his sacrifice as being in the present, as 
happening to us now. We believe that Christ’s work, his 
teachings, and his sacrifice on the cross were not just for his 
followers in the past, but for all people at all times. When we 
think of this in our prayers, we become one in faith with that 
great cloud of witnesses, the saints. 
 We have been striving through Lent to repent of our sins 
and failings, and to follow Jesus more closely. Today in the 
story of the woman caught in adultery, we see Jesus forgiving 
the woman, saving her from a horrible death, and urging her 
not to sin any more. This is new, and brings out something for 
which the law had not allowed—forgiveness. Of course one 
can sin no more if one is dead, caught in one’s sins forever. But 
Jesus introduces the concepts of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reconciliation 
Please be reminded that a priest will be available in 
every church in the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
during Lent on Wednesday (April 101) from 5:00 
PM – 6:30 PM. The heart of Jesus is open and he 
invites you to know and accept his mercy.  
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