
 

Office Hours:   9:30—1:00 Monday—Thursday 
Phone: (504) 281-2267 — Fax: (504) 281-2268 

E-Mail:  stbernard@arch-no.org 
www.stbernard-stbla.com 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday—Friday: 
 Mass      8:30 a.m. 
First Saturday       8:30 a.m. 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday Vigil       4:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday     10:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

St. Joseph Adoration Chapel: 
Any Time 

Rev. Hoang M. Tuong, Pastor 
Cell Phone:  985-705-0357 

Rev. Charles Caluda, Retired 
Deacon Norbert Billiot, Jr. 

Music Director:  Bea Girard 

St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery:  (504) 421-9533 
Lynne, Parish Secretary, Cell:  (504) 421-5969 

Lenore—Religious Ed 
stbchurch.reled@arch-no.org 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the office.  Baptisms will be held the 3rd weekend of the month or by special arrangement. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Confessions are held before each Mass, or call for an appointment. 
Communion of the Sick:  Please call when someone is ill or in the hospital. 
Sacrament of Marriage:  Couples must contact the church at least six (6) months before the date of the wedding. 
Christian Burial:  Please contact the funeral home to make arrangements they will contact church and cemetery. 
Pastoral & Finance Meeting  -  Pastoral Council meetings will be announced. 

 St. Bernard 
Catholic Church 

(Established in 1787) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
In the total love for Jesus through the Heart of Mary, 

We St. Bernard Catholic Church commit to 
BE BOLD—BE CATHOLIC—BE CHRIST 

And faithfully pass it on...Heart to Heart.  I.M.  

2805 Bayou Road 
P. O. Box 220 

St. Bernard, LA 70085 
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Saturday November 30, 2019 
Rosary 3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.  All Parishioners of St. Bernard 
Catholic Church; Bernard & Chase 
Naquin; Duke Collins; Donald Serpas, Sr.; 

Tim George; Timothy George; Sal Gagliano; Mazie 
LaFond; Karen Smith; Donna Gonzales; Scotty Lopez; Beth 
Byrd Ruiz; Richie Byrd; Ramona Ramos; Anthony Greco, 
Jr.; Charles, Cornelia & Lori Robertson; Fr John; and all on 
our Sick List  
 

Sunday, December 1, 2019 
Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  Charles L. Smith; Gauthé Family; Agnes 
& Wallace Serpas; Jerry Wheat; HJ Lind; Josephine & 
Reese Nunez; Mike, Rosie & André Colletti; Dickie 
Stander; Merle King; Louise M. Alphonso; Larry Gonzales, 
Jr.; Raymond Serpas; Jason Steele; Adam Serigne; Walter 
Guidry; Chester Romero; The Romero Family; Rudy 
Alphonso; Martin & Cecile Alfonso; Jerry, Vernon & 
Nathan Alfonso; Juan & Frankie Montelongo; Alfred 
Nunez, Sr. & Family; Karen Smith; Weshe Melerine; Adam 
& Evelyn Gonzales; Flora Calabrasi; Fidelino Forteza; 
Celie Robin; Jake Loyacano; Healing of Sylvia Guillot; 
Linda Gagliano and Phillip Acosta; and all Military 
Personnel & Families 
 
DAILY—Rosary 8 a.m.—Mass 8:30 a.m.: 
Monday For Our Youth 
Tuesday All Sick & Dying 
Wednesday All Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday All Parishioners 
Friday Deceased Priests 
Saturday (only First Saturday) 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Beth Byrd Ruiz 

 
Marian Candle 

Mike, Rosie & André 
 

 
St. Joseph Candle 

Frs. Kenney, Don, JP, and John 

 
 
 
 
 

Published before Info available 
November 23—24, 2019 

 

Attendance:   
 

Collection:   $ 
 

Thank you for your support 

 

Readings  
For The  
Week 
 
 

Monday: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

Ministry Schedule 
For Next Week: 

Saturday, December 7, 4:00 p.m. 
Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 

Lector:  Pat 
Ministers of Communion: 

Ethel 
 

 
Sunday, December 8, 10:00 a.m. 

Celebrant:  Fr. Hoang 
Lector:  Sharon 

Ministers of Communion:   
Joan 

Lynne 



The Pharisees were the most important religious group in Jesus’ time. 
They kept the law of Moses rigorously and also the oral traditions 
which had built up around it. They gave as much importance to the 
traditions as they did to the law itself. They strongly opposed the 
influence of Greek paganism and totally rejected the homage paid to 
the Roman emperor. Among them there were men of great spiritual 
eminence and sincere piety; but there were many others who 
exaggerated pharisaical religiosity to the extreme of fanaticism, pride 
and hypocrisy. It was this perversion of the true Israelite religion that 
John the Baptist (and later our Lord) castigated. The scribes, experts in 
the Law, predominantly belonged to this group. The Sadducees, on the 
other hand, were a smaller religious group than the Pharisees, but they 
included many influential people, most of them from the main priestly 
families. They accepted as Scripture only the written Law, the first 
five books of the Old Testament but, unlike the Pharisees, they 
rejected oral tradition and were opposed to teachings not found in the 
Pentateuch. As a result, they rejected certain important truths, such as 
the resurrection of the dead. [They were the biblical fundamentalists of 
their day.] They went along easily with the terms dictated by the 
Romans, and they acquiesced in the introduction of pagan customs 
into the country. Their opposition to Christ was even more pronounced 
than that of the Pharisees. 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Jesus uses these same words to address the Pharisees in Matthew 
12:34. 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
Although the basic idea is as old as the prophets, there is a new note of 
urgency in the call to repentance; the judgment of God is close. 
8 Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance. 
Good works that go beyond the good intentions of repentance is what 
he is asking for; a follow-through of their intentions. 
9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father.’ 
Salvation is not hereditary. This hints at a basic theme of Matthew: 
Gentiles can be saved (Amos 3:2). God does not show ethnic or social 
partiality (Deuteronomy 1:17; 16:19; 2 Chronicles 19:17; Acts 10:34; 
Romans 2:11; Galatians 2:6; Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:25). 
For I tell you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these 
stones. 
This alludes to the rejection of the Messiah by the Jews and His 
acceptance by the Gentiles: The Church of Jews and Gentiles is the 
new Israel and the true people of God. 
10 Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees. 
The situation is urgent. 
Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 11 I am baptizing you with water, for 
repentance, 
John refers back to his address to the Pharisees and Sadducees (v8) 
“Give some evidence that you mean to reform”. They must change 
their behavior to reflect their faith. 
but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. 
Matthew differs from the other gospels and Acts 13:25 by “carrying” 
rather than “untying”. This might reflect a rabbinic teaching that a 
disciple should do for his teacher anything a slave would do except 
take off his shoes. 
He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire. 
John the Baptist did not limit himself to preaching penance and 
repentance; he encouraged people to receive his baptism. This baptism 
was a way of interiorly preparing them and helping them to realize that 
the coming of Christ was imminent. By his words of encouragement 
and by their humble recognition of their sins, they were prepared to 
receive Christ’s grace through baptism with fire and the Holy Spirit. 
The word “fire” points in a metaphorical way to the effectiveness of 
the Holy Spirit’s action in totally wiping out sins. It also shows the life
-giving power of grace in the person baptized. “Fire” can also point to 
the judgment of God Himself (1 Corinthians 3:10-15) as well as the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost (Acts 2:34). 
12 His winnowing fan is in his hand. 
A winnowing fan is a forklike shovel used to separate the wheat from 
the chaff – the useful from the useless. The threshed wheat was thrown 
into the air and the kernels fell to the ground to be gathered for storage 
while the chaff, blown off by the wind, was later swept up and burned. 
He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
This refers not only to bad deeds, it also refers to useless ones. For 
example, lives lacking in service to God and men. God will judge us 
for our omissions and lost opportunities. The “unquenchable fire” is 
the destroying fire of Gehenna. 
Foremost among the personal qualities of John the Baptist is his 
remarkable humility: he resolutely rejects the temptation of accepting 
the dignity of Messiah which the crowds apparently wanted to bestow 
upon him. Instead, he pointed the way to the Messiah who would 
follow. 

Gospel - Matthew 3:1-12 
On the feast of the Immaculate Conception we hear of the 
Annunciation. In this reading we hear John the Baptist announce the 
coming of the Messiah some 30 years later; the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry. 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared, 
Jesus’ cousin, many think he was an Essene. John the Baptist is also 
known from extra-biblical sources as a preacher of repentance (such as 
Josephus’ Antiquities of the Jews 18.5.2’116-119). 
preaching in the desert of Judea 
The steep slope that falls from the central ridge of the country to the 
valley of the Jordan and the Dead Sea. Baptism in the Jordan indicates 
that John preached near the river, probably not far from Jericho. This 
is only a few miles distant from Qumran (where the Essenes are 
believed to be from and where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found). 
Josephus (Wars of the Jews 2.8.2-14’119-166) called the Essenes one 
of three philosophical sects of Jews, the other two being the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. The Essenes led a very austere life; they practiced 
celibacy, lived a common life, and held their possessions in common. 
Their normal garb was white, symbolizing the purity of morals which 
they cultivated. Even though they were Jews, they did not participate 
in the blood Temple sacrifices, but did send offerings to the Temple 
for unbloody sacrifices. 
2 (and) saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
This summary of John’s preaching is identical with the proclamation 
of Jesus in Matthew 4:17 (3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A). 
John is calling for a change of heart and conduct, a turning of one’s 
life from rebellion to obedience toward God. The expression “kingdom 
of heaven” occurs only in Matthew and it means “kingdom of God”. 
The expectation, found in Jewish apocalyptic writings, was that the 
kingdom was to be ushered in by a judgment in which sinners would 
be condemned and perish; an expectation which is apparently shared 
by John the Baptist. 
3 It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said: 
“A voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight his paths.’” 
Isaiah 40:3 is quoted. 
4 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair and had a leather belt 
around his waist. 
The uniform of a prophet, especially Elijah (Zechariah 13:4, 2 Kings 
1:8). The expectation of the return of Elijah from heaven to prepare 
Israel for the final manifestation of God’s kingdom was widespread. 
According to Jesus, this expectation was fulfilled in John the Baptist 
(Matthew 11:14; 17:11-13). 
His food was locusts and wild honey. 
Wild food, the food of a nomad. The locust has been interpreted by 
some to be the fruit of the carob tree, and wild honey has also been 
interpreted by some to be the sweet substance secreted by insects on 
the local shrubs (we will hear of this more when we study about the 
manna in another lesson); it is hard to conceive of wild bees in the 
desert. During the Advent liturgy, John is placed before us as a model 
of mortification and penance. Just as John’s mission was to prepare the 
way for Jesus, a Christian’s entire life is a preparation for his meeting 
with Christ. Mortification and penance play a significant part in John’s 
life as they should in our own. 
5 At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around 
the Jordan were going out to him 
Quite a large following. 
6 and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 
The Greek word baptize means to dip or immerse ceremonially, 
perhaps also to pour. Here, baptism is a religious rite of cleansing or 
purification. Priests washed before performing sacred rites, Jews 
washed before entering the Temple and before eating. What is unique 
here is that the washing is not done by the penitent, but by John 
himself. 
as they acknowledged their sins. 
A sense of moral guilt is widespread, as is the need to confess. It is not 
clear how the confession was done here, but it might be helpful to 
think of the Day of Atonement when general laments of broken 
promises occur. John’s baptism of repentance did not have the power 
to cleanse the soul from sin as Christian baptism does. 
7 When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
baptism, 



MASS ETIQUETTE  
(Reverence in the Presence of God) 

1. One must fast for at least 1 hour before receiving Holy Communion. The only exceptions are medicine, water or 
unless someone is ill and needs to eat sooner. 
2. Don't pack a snack basket for kids. It's no picnic. The only exceptions would be milk for infants, water for the priest 
or choir and sick. 
3. Don't bite your nails, it indicates nervousness. Don't shake your legs, it indicates tension. Don't fidget with your hair, 
it indicates distraction. You may not have been taught this when you were young, that it is wrong to focus on any other 
person or object, when the focus should be on God alone. 
4. Never chew gum in Church. It breaks your fast. 
5. Cross yourself with Holy Water on entering the church. This is a reminder of our Baptism, which made us members 
of Christ's Church. 
6. Dress appropriately. Don’t use clothes that you’d wear at home or at a resort or at a party. Dress in a way that gives 
witness to your faith not to seduce anyone. Don't go for mass to check out people. 
7. Come early and be as close to the altar as possible. Don't walk in when half the mass is over. If despite your best 
effort, you are late, stay at the back to avoid distracting other mass goers. Don't stand outside the Church. One shouldn't 
go for mass for the heck of it or to be noticed or to avoid uncomfortable questions. 
8. Cell phones should never be used during Mass for checking messages, making calls or texting. Keep them on silent 
mode. No call is more important than mass. 
9. Youngsters should offer their seats to the pregnant, sick or aged who are standing. 
10. When we enter and leave Church, genuflect (bow your knee) toward the Tabernacle. Christ is present for our sake. 
By allowing our right knee to hit the floor, we acknowledge He is our Lord and God. If someone is physically unable to 
genuflect, then a bow is sufficient. During Mass, if you pass in front of the altar or tabernacle, bow reverently. 
11. Sit quietly in Church. Avoid talking with anyone; talk to Jesus instead. 
12. Take loud children behind. Sometimes the baby will be restless. Parents with young kids should sit at the end of a 
pew, so that you can take the kid behind quickly. Don't joke with them & disturb others during Mass. Stop them from 
playing with hymn books and reading material. Don't joke, talk or play with toddlers during mass. 
13. Prepare your offering before Mass. Christ tells us not to let your left hand know what your right hand is doing when 
you make your offering. Keeping the basket while you get your wallet out can be quite a scene. Digging the basket for 
change is wrong. Come to mass with your offering prepared. 
14. No sleeping, day-dreaming, bulletin reading or saying the rosary during mass. Pay attention to God's Word. 
15. Respect the worship. Stand during the gospel reading and other set time during worship. Kneel at the consecration, 
it is part of worship. The only exceptions are for the sick, people with knee problems, aged and those with infants. If 
you can't kneel occupy a pew that does not obstruct the view of the Lord from those who do kneel. 
16. Bow before receiving Holy Communion, you are before God. 
17. Say Amen and bow before receiving Communion. Do not drop the host, or play with it with your tongue or bite it. 
18. Do not leave early. We should stay to the end of the final blessing and the recessional hymn that accompanies it, if 
there is one. Remember who left the Last Supper early (Judas). 
19. Pray after Mass, thanking God for His abundant blessings. 
20. Leave quietly. We encourage you to visit others especially your pastors as a part of Christian fellowship, but only 
when you are outside of the main sanctuary of the church so you won't disturb others who want to stay and pray. 
Don't say' Thank God mass is over,' when you come out. You will sound as if you were forced to attend or as if it is a 
weekly punishment. 
We may have not always behaved well during mass, but it's never too late to learn. 
Let's share this with all, to know how important it is to behave well in Church 



SAINT NICHOLAS 
December 6th 

The great veneration with which St. Nicholas has been honored for many ages and the number of altars and churches all 
over the world that are dedicated in his memory are testimonials to his wonderful holiness and the glory he enjoys with 
God. As an episcopal see, and his childhood church falling vacant, the holy Nicholas was chosen bishop, and in that 
station became famous by his extraordinary piety and zeal and by his many astonishing miracles. The Greek histories of 
his life agree he suffered an imprisonment of the faith and made a glorious confession in the latter part of the 
persecution raised by Dioletian, and that he was present at the Council of Nicaea and there condemned Arianism. It is 
said that St. Nicholas died in Myra, and was buried in his cathedral. 
St. Nicholas' episcopate at Myra during the fourth century is really all that appears indubitable authentic, according to 
Alban Butler, an English Roman Catholic priest from the 1700s. This is not for lack of material, beginning with the life 
attributed to the monk who died in 847 as St. Methodius, Patriarch of Constantinople. Nevertheless, the universal 
popularity of the saint for so many centuries requires that some account of the legends surrounding his life should be 
given. 
St. Nicholas, also known as "Nikolaos of Myra," was a fourth century saint and Greek bishop of Myra. Nicholas was 
born in Asia Minor in the Roman Empire as an only child to Christian parents. Nicholas would take nourishment only 
once on Wednesdays and Fridays, and that in the evening according to the canons. "He was exceedingly well brought 
up by his parents and trod piously in their footsteps. The child, watched over by the church, enlightened his mind and 
encouraged his thirst for sincere and true religion." Both of his parents tragically died during an epidemic when he was 
a young man, leaving him well off, but to be raised by his uncle - the Bishop of Patara. Nicholas was determined to 
devote his inheritance to works of charity, and his uncle mentored him as a reader and later ordained him as a presbyter 
(priest). 
An opportunity soon arose for St. Nicholas and his inheritance. A citizen of Patara had lost all his money, and needed to 
support his three daughters who could not find husbands because of their poverty; so the wretched man was going to 
give them over to prostitution. Nicholas became informed of this, and thus took a bag of gold and threw it into an open 
window of the man's house in the night. Here was a dowry for the eldest girl and she was soon duly married. At 
intervals Nicholas did the same for the second and the third; at the last time the father was on the watch, recognized his 
benefactor and overwhelmed Nicholas with his gratitude. It would appear that the three purses represented in pictures, 
came to be mistaken for the heads of three children and so they gave rise to the absurd story of the children, resuscitated 
by the saint, who had been killed by an innkeeper and pickled in a brine-tub. 
Coming to the city of Myra when the clergy and people of the province were in session to elect a new bishop, St. 
Nicholas was indicated by God as the man they should choose. This was during the time of persecutions in the 
beginning of the fourth century and "as he [Nicholas] was the chief priest of the Christians of this town and preached 
the truths of faith with a holy liberty, the divine Nicholas was seized by the magistrates, tortured, then chained and 
thrown into prison with many other Christians. But when the great and religious Constatine, chosen by God, assumed 
the imperial diadem of the Romans, the prisoners were released from their bonds and with them the illustrious Nicholas, 
who when he was set at liberty returned to Myra." 
St. Methodius asserts that "thanks to the teaching of St. Nicholas the metropolis of Myra alone was untouched by the 
filth of the Arian heresy, which it firmly rejected as death-dealing poison," but says nothing of his presence at the 
Council of Nicaea in 325. 
According to other traditions St. Nicholas was not only there during the Council of Nicaea in 325, but so far forgot 
himself as to give the heresiarch Arius a slap in the face. The conciliar fathers deprived him of his episcopal insignia 
and committed him to prison; but our Lord and His Mother appeared there and restored to him both his liberty and his 
office. 
As against Arianism so against paganism, St. Nicholas was tireless and often took strong measures: among other 
temples he destroyed was that of Artemis, the principal in the district, and the evil spirits fled howling before him. He 
was the guardian of his people as well in temporal affairs. The governor Eustathius had taken a bribe to condemn to 
death three innocent men. At the time fixed for their execution Nicholas came to the place, stayed the hands of the 
executioner, and released the prisoners. Then he turned to Eustathiujs and did not cease to reproach him until he 
admitted his crime and expressed his penitence. 



St. Nicholas' presence was found in a separate occasion involving three imperial officers simply on their way to duty in 
Phrygia. When the men were back again in Constantinople, the jealousy of the prefect Ablavius caused them to be imprisoned 
on false charges and an order for their death was procured from the Emperor Constantine. When the officers heard this they 
remembered the example they had witnessed of the powerful love of justice of the Bishop of Myra and they prayed to God 
that through his merits and by his instrumentality they might yet be saved. That night St. Nicholas appeared in a dream to 
Constatine, and told him with threats to release the three innocent men, and Ablavius experienced the same thing. In the 
morning the Emporor and the prefect compared notes, and the condemned men were sent for and questioned. When he heard 
they had called on the name of the Nicholas of Myra who appeared to him, Constatine set them free and sent them to the 
bishop with a letter asking him not to threaten him any more, but to pray for the peace of the world. For a long time, this has 
been the most famous miracle of St. Nicholas, and at the time of St. Methodius was the only thing generally known about 
him. 
The accounts are unanimous that St. Nicholas died and was buried in his episcopal city of Myra, and by the time of Justinian, 
there was a basilica built in his honor at Constantinople. 
An anonymous Greek wrote in the tenth century that, "the West as well as the East acclaims and glorifies him. Wherever there 
are people, in the country and the town, in the villages, in the isles, in the furthest parts of the earth, his name is revered and 
churches are built in his honor. Images of him are set up, panegyrics preached and festivals celebrated. All Christians, young 
and old, men and women, boys and girls, reverence his memory and call upon his protection. And his favors, which know no 
limit of time and continue from age to age, are poured out over all the earth; the Scythians know them, as do the Indians and 
the barbarians, the Africans as well as the Italians." When Myra and its great shrine finally passed into the hands of the 
Saracens, several Italian cities saw this as an opportunity to acquire the relics of St. Nicholas for themselves. There was great 
competition for them between Venice and Bari. 
Bari won and the relics were carried off under the noses of the lawful Greek custodians and their Mohammedan masters. On 
May 9, 1087 St. Nicholas' relics safetly landed in Bari, a not inappropriate home seeing that Apulia in those days still had 
large Greek colonies. A new church was built to shelter the relics and the pope, Bd. Urban II, was present at their enshrining. 
Devotion to St. Nicholas has been present in the West long before his relics were brought to Italy, but this happening greatly 
increased his veneration among the people, and miracles were as freely attributed to his intercession in Europe as they had 
been in Asia. 
At Myra "the venerable body of the bishop, embalmed as it was in the good ointments of virtue exuded a sweet smelling 
myrrh, which kept it from corruption and proved a health giving remedy against sickness to the glory o f him who had 
glorified Jesus Christ, our true God." The translation of the relics did not interrupt this phenomenon, and the "manna of St. 
Nicholas" is said to flow to this day. It was one of the great attractions that drew pilgrims to his tomb from all parts of Europe. 
The image of St. Nicholas is, more often than any other, found on Byzantine seals. In the later middle ages nearly four 
hundred churches were dedicated in his honor in England alone, and he is said to have been represented by Christian artists 
more frequently than any saint, except our Lady. 
St. Nicholas is celebrated as the patron saint of several classes of people, especially, in the East, of sailors and in the West of 
children. The first of these patronage is most likely due to the legend that during his lifetime, he appeared to storm tossed 
mariners who invoked his aid off the coast of Lycia and brought them safely to port. Sailors in the Aegean and Ionian seas, 
following a common Eastern custom, had their "star of St. Nicholas" and wished one another a good voyage in the phrase 
"May St. Nicholas hold the tiller." 
The legend of the "three children" is credited to his patronage of children and various observances, ecclesiastical and secular, 
connected there with; such were the boy bishop and especially in Germany, Switzerland and the Netherlands, the giving of 
presents in his name at Christmas time. 
This custom in England is not a survival from Catholic times. It was popularized in America by the Dutch Protestants of New 
Amsterdam who converted the popish saint into a Nordic magician (Santa Claus = Sint Klaes = Saint Nicholas) and was 
introduced into this country by Bret Harte. It is not the only "good old English custom" which, however good, is not "old 
English," at any rate in its present form. The deliverance of the three imperial officers naturally caused St. Nicholas to be 
invoked by and on behalf of prisoners and captives, and many miracles of his intervention are recorded in the middle ages. 
Curiously enough, the greatest popularity of St. Nicholas is found neither in the eastern Mediterranean nor north-western 
Europe, great as that was, but in Russia. With St. Andred the Apostle, he is patron of the nation, and the Russian Orthodox 
Church even observes the feast of his translation; so many Russian pilgrims came to Bari before the revolution that their 
government supported a church, hospital and hospice there. 
He is also the patron saint of Greece, Apulia, Sicily and Loraine, and of many cities and dioceses (including Galway) and 
churches innumerable. At Rome the basilica of St. Nicholas in the Jail of Tully (in Carcere) was founded between the end of 
the sixth and the beginning of the seventh centuries. He is named in the preparation of the Byzantine Mass. St. Nicholas 
became recognized as a saint long before the Roman Catholic Church began the regular canonizing procedures in the late 10th 
century. Therefore, he does not have a specific date of canonization, rather records of him exist in a gradual spread until his 
stories became widley known and celebrated. St. Nicholas' feast day is December 6. 



Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

Please Pray for Our Sick 
Manuel Alfonso; Debbie Gonzales; Charles Duhe; Harold J. Lind, III; 
Aiden Smith; Madeline Colletti Cimino; Gene Perez; Patricia Fincher; 
Frances Evans; Donald Campo; Edna O’Rourke; Marlene Campo; 
Bernard Naquin, Jr.; Dorothy Easley; Devin Dimadigo; Kylie Gritter; 
David Naquin; Sheri Fernandez; Christina Landry; Brett Gagliano; 
Brendan Graf; Emile Evans; Landon Ansardi; Kayla Vogelaar; Mindy 
Casanova Dardar; Wilmoy & Florine Shows; Brett Bergeron; Allen 
Nunez; Eleanore Erato; David Casanova; Danny Morales; Riley 
Richards; Hyacinth Serpas; Jerrilee Odinet; Karley Draper; Hailey 
Martin; Lorraine Daroca; Barbara Simpson; Michael George; Joy 
Fernandez; Marianne Marks; Kimberly Mones; Avery Cantrelle; Rita 
Bauer; Sandy Thurman; Talor Gutierrez; Erica Stewart; Maggie 
Serigne; Valerie Wheat; Hunter Hoffmann; Christina Gardner; AJ 
Arnone; Evis; Michelle Matthews; Fr. Charley; Sandra Jones; William 
Ybarzabal; Don Clark; Fred Everhardt; Thelma Lee; Lela Weber; 
Janey Yates; Connie St. Pierre; Tino Mones; Mary Gagliano; Patrick 
Campo, Sr.; Joyce Serpas; Michael Fernandez; SE Kreiger; Pasqual 
Alfonso; Henry Dietrich; Sidney Evans, Jr.; Hope Serigne; Mr. & 
Mrs. Caesar; Mary Barker; Bob Couch; Linda Gagliano; Rhonda 
Riley; Norbert Billiot, Sr.; Lisa and Samantha; Paul Remick; Justin 
Serpas; Rene Poche; Lisa Montelongo; Bobbie Schmitt; 
Barbara Robin; Lorenza Acosta; Becky Couture Riker; 
Linda Melerine; Stephen Lobre; Barney Koons; Romona 
Lucas; Paul Serigne; Taylor Tycer; Dan Assevado; Wendy 
Walls; Kaleah Kate Ma; Robert Oalmann; Noah Campo; 
Arley Jarammillo; Robert Burns; Peter Peterson; Anna 
Morales; Elsie Smith; Philip Deogracias; Beverly Bachemin; Ryan 
Peltier; Lonny Becnel; Kerry Robertson; Pat Cassagne; Jimmy & 
Dolly Brien; Margie Palmeri; Misty Morales; Esther Gonzales; Katie 
Caluda Sanpart; Carol Morales; Michele Morales; Kim Juminias; 
Charolotte Luna; Elba Quiles; Branden David; Ralph Ziegler; Wayne 
Landry; Sylvia Guillot; Ryan Guerra; Hillary Miller; Phillip Acosta; 
Decker Landry; Sherrie & John Graf; Linda Barrett; Stanley Alfonso 
 

Call the office to add or remove someone from list. 

ADORATION CHAPELS 
The Deanery Adoration Chapel located at OLPS invites you to come 
spend a little time with the Lord in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Come for a few minutes or consider becoming a “committed adorer” 
for a particular hour. OLPS 8 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday.  If anyone 
would like to be on the committee at OLPS please contact them.  
OLPS is need of adorers if you can commit please call them. Our Lady 
of Lourdes has Adoration on the first Wednesday of the month. St. 
Bernard has Adoration on Thursday.  Please consider spending an 
hour with the Lord. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 “People in love make signs of love,” wrote our 
bishops in a document guiding the renewal of 
liturgical music. They were not merely urging us to 
sing at Mass, but suggesting that the song itself is a 
sign of the love of Christ. Love never expressed 
dies, as we know from experience. Flowers for no 
special reason, a caress, a hug, a turn around the 
dance floor, a note on the pillow or in the lunchbox, 
the aroma of fresh bread in the kitchen, all are signs 
of love’s vitality. 
 A significant treasure in our Catholic tradition is 
the place of the sacraments as signs of Christ’s love. 
We can trace the sacraments back to scriptural 
sources, through centuries of history They are 
woven through family tradition and our own life 
story. Sacraments are the way Christ makes signs of 
love for the Church. For twenty centuries, God has 
spoken to us in the arena of the sacraments, and we 
have responded.  
 For the next year of “Treasure” essays, we will 
explore the story of sacraments: their sources, their 
signs and rituals, and the way Christ nurtures and 
sustains us as we encounter him, the companion on 
our journey who loves us and faithfully makes signs 
of that love. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Christmas and  
New Year’s Masses 

 
Christmas Eve Masses: 

4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day Mass: 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

New Year’s Eve:  4:00 p.m. 
New Year’s Day:  8:30 a.m. 

 
Christmas Flowers 

If you would like to make a 
donation to the church for 
Christmas Flowers in 
memory of a loved one 

please place donation and names in an 
envelope and place in the collection basket. 
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LAW OFFICES OF

SIDNEY D. TORRES, III
A Professional Law Corporation • Committed to Excellence

(504) 271-8421

GREG RUIZ
INSURANCE AGENCY

504-278-4526

cisco’s
HTG. & A/C

682-7866
SERVING

ST. BERNARD PARISH

SINCE 1989

www.ciscosac.com

St. Bernard Memorial Funeral Home
Melissa Castanedo 

Sales Manager

Have You Pre-Planned? Call for More Information.

504.279.6376 • Cell 504.258.0198
701 W. Virtue St. | Chalmette, LA 70043

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Is this film suitable for my children?

Reviews and ratings
of an extensive list of movies,

both current and archived is available at:

http://www.usccb.org/movies/

This service is provided by the

U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Office of Film and Broadcasting

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one
church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising
in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between
businesses are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically
because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire 
week as reference. 

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-438-8931 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?

WHY ADVERTISE
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