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Reflection on Sunday Readings 

On this sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary time, we welcome Christ, our friend, and guest. Today, the Church  reminds us of the im-
portance of hospitality. It is a Christian virtue and our duty towards others. The church  also reminds us of the need to pay atten-
tion to Christ, our Guest. Most importantly, we are   advised not to pay more attention to material things than to spiritual things. 

Today’s gospel presents us with a bit of challenge. This challenge lies in Jesus’ response to Martha: “You worry about so many 
things, and yet, few are needed. Mary has chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her.” There is a strong tendency 
to think that Christ was against taking care of the material needs of our guests. 

However, it is simply a call to set our priorities right. Perhaps, Jesus felt that it was not enough for Martha to have welcomed 
him to her house. Maybe, she should have first paid more attention to His message before any other thing. An essential part of 
hospitality is paying attention to people. At times, what people need from us are not just material things but our attention. 

Many of us are so distracted today by too many social and material activities that we hardly have time for any spiritual   reflec-
tion . We have time for social activities but little or no time for praying together or studying the word of God together. We need 
to cement our relationship with Christ by sitting close to him as a family, and by paying attention to what he has to say to us. 
Christ needs our attention because he has something new to teach us every day. He wants to spend some  quality time with us 
each day. So, we must not allow anything to prevent us from welcoming him or taking away our       attention from his presence. 
He wants us to live in his presence all the time. Hence, the psalmist reminds us today that: “The just will live in the presence of 
the Lord!”  

Preparation underway for Water Wednesday  

Office hours 

Monday  9:00 am—12 Noon 

Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am -  5:00 pm 

 



   From Pastor Desk 

 
1. This is my first experience of Water Wednesday.  Great 

fun.  We could turn it into a mass Baptism at the parish.         
It would take care of the families who do not see a need for 
Baptisms for their children.     

 

2. You may have noticed I wear a wedding ban.  I am not a ring 

person.  I am not married.   When our dad died in 2018 our 
mom gave  his wedding band  to my twin Fr. Bob.  When our 
mom died in 2020 our sister said I do not want anything.  I 
was so happy to get my mom’s wedding band.  It is one of 
the most important things I treasure.  It reminds me of our 
dear Mom every day. 

 

3. Eulogies at Funeral Mass.    Over the last few years Eulogies 

have crept into the Catholic Funeral Mass.  Last summer a 
lady said she was doing the eulogy at A funeral Mass in   
Tupper Lake.  I had a broken rib so not in the best 
mood.    She went on for 20 minutes; I asked her to sit 
down.  She would not.  The sister from the family wrote to 
the bishop,   wrote to the local newspaper and hate notes to 
Facebook.  After that I said no more eulogy at the Funeral 
Mass.  The ritual says eulogies at the wake.  They can also 
offer words at the cemetery or at the reception after-
wards.  Many people in Tupper Lake thanked me.  The     
eulogy often adds 20 minutes to the funeral Mass.  Things 
continue to get crazier and crazier. 

                                                    

                                                                Father Doug Decker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALLED TO THE JOY OF LOVE." This theme for National NFP 
Awareness Week , July 24-30, invites all to discover how    
Natural Family Planning supports God's gifts of love and life in 
marriage. In THE JOY OF LOVE (AL, 222), Pope Francis specifi-
cally calls attention to these healthy, effective, morally       
acceptable, and truly organic approaches to family planning. 
He writes, "They are to be promoted, since these methods 
respect the bodies of the spouses, encourage tenderness  
between them, and favor the education of an authentic free-
dom." To hear from couples who know from experience that 
this is true, go to www.rcdony.org/nfp. To learn more, please 
contact the NFP Office, apietropaoli@rcdony.org or at 518-
483-0459.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosary Altar News 

 200 Club Winners Week # 9 are Hollee Lee & Wanda Norton 
 

 

The Chosen  
We  gather Tuesdays, at 6:30 pm at St. Peter’s Church hall.  All 
are welcome to attend. 
          

Water Wednesday becomes Water Thursday  

Mark your calendars Water Wednesdays is changing to Water 
Thursday.  We will take fair week off( July 19-23) and continue 
on Thursday, July 28.  The slide will be operating on Wednes-
days from 12:15 -2:00 pm and there will be hot dogs on the 
grill!  Why? Do we really need a reason for hotdogs and water 
sliding?? It is free of charge and open to all.  Water Wednesday 
happens on the lawn outside the parish office building. 

 

Memorial Mass  
for  

Sister Gabriel Marie Meyer, SSJ 
 

All are welcome to join us in this Mass at St. Stephen' s, 
Croghan, on Thursday, July 21st at 11 am. 

 

Protecting God’s Children 

Virtus Training will be offered at St. James Church, Carthage, 

NY on August 18, please call the office for more information. 

 

Mass at the Number Four Chapel  

Fr. Donald Manfred, St. Stephen’s Church, Croghan will offer 

Mass at “Our Lady of the Lake Chapel on Sunday, July 31 at 

2:00 pm. There will be a cookout following the Mass, please a 

dish to share.  All are welcome.  
 

 

Keep the Hunziker Family in your prayers as they gather at 

their Family Reunion this weekend. 

http://www.rcdony.org/nfp
mailto:apietropaoli@rcdony.org
https://www.virtusonline.org/csa/training_registration_edit.cfm?registration_class_id=264349
https://www.virtusonline.org/csa/training_registration_edit.cfm?registration_class_id=264349


 

 

    Environmental Stewardship    

Creation Care Tips 
Savor the fresh produce that comes 
from your garden or the Farmers’     
Market to your table and enjoy the fruits 
of summer’s bounty. Be amazed at the 
variety of flavors, textures and colors of 

the Season. Give thanks and praise for God’s goodness and the 
work of human hands.  
 
 

 

Celebrating 150 Years: Anniversary Mass 

To give praise and glory to the Lord for the One Hundred Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Founding of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, His 
Excellency, The Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley, cordially invites 
all the faithful to a special Eucharistic Celebration of Thanksgiving 
at 1 p.m. on Wednesday, August 10, 2022, the Feast of Saint Law-
rence, at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 415 Hamilton Street, Ogdensburg. 
A picnic will immediately follow on the Cathedral lawn. Please 
join us! For those unable to attend, the Mass will be livestreamed 
at www.rcdony.org/livemass  

Blue Mass Save the Date 

Bishop Terry R. LaValley cordially invites all Police, Correc-
tions, Fire and EMS Personnel to the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
Blue Mass at 2:30 p.m. on September 25, 2022.  This year the 
Blue Mass will be at St. Mary's Church, 521 James Street, Clay-
ton, NY. The entire New York North Country Community is 
invited to join in prayer for the safety and wellbeing of all first 
responders and public safety personnel. For more information 
contact, Fr. Chris Carrara  at 315-605-1039. 

Mass Times Lector Greeter Altar Server 

Saturday, July 16 - 4:00 pm 

 

Saturday, July 23 - 4:00 pm 

 

Maggie Martin 
 

Michael  Young 

Tom & Carrie Shinnick 

 

Doug Domagala Family 

Anthony LaPuma 

 

Ethan Higby 

Kairi Truax 

Saturday, July 16 - 5:30 pm 

Saturday, July 23 - 5:30 pm 

Debbie Hathway 

Tony Andre 

Dan Hirschey   

Amy Petersen 

 

Sunday, July 17  -  9:00 am 

Sunday, July 24 - 9:00 am 

Jana Brown 
 

Michele Gingerich 

 

Shirley Beyer 
Elizabeth Walter 

Shirley Beyer 
Elizabeth Walter 

Alexa Brouty 
Maya Laribee 

Alexa Brouty 
Devon Mahoney 

Sunday, July 17 - 11:00 am 

Sunday, July 24, - 11:00 am 

Mindy Meiss 

Linda Domagala 

Marjorie Birchenough 

Stephen Birchenough 

 

Mi nis te rs  Se r v i ng at  M as s   

The Department of Faith Formation  
 

Vacation Bible School                                              
Walking with Jesus as a Light                                                            

Saturday, August 6                                                                                                           
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

As Summer tends to be a little busy for many families, this 
year we decided to try something a little different.  Instead of 
the usual 9:00 am - 12 noon each day,  plans are to have one 
full day of Vacation Bible School, ending with Mass at 4:00 
pm, followed by a BBQ.  

We chose August 6 and “Walking with Jesus as a Light “ for 
our Theme, as it is the Feast of the Transfiguration of the 
Lord.  The Gospel Reading, songs, activities, and games, will 
connect with our theme.   

High School students, or adults, who would like to volunteer 
an hour or two to help at any time during the day, please call 
the office 315-376-6662, or see Deb Mullin at Mass. 

Registration Forms are available in the back of church and 
the Parish Office. Please register your child(ren) by  July 18, 
for purpose of planning. 

 

 

http://www.rcdony.org/livemass


 

 
Sign up for Summer Camp              

Guggenheim Youth Camp is accepting  registrations. In joyful 
anticipation for the opportunity to resume   Summer Camp 
Guggenheim 2022, you may register your child(ren) at this 
time. The Guggenheim Summer Camp  program runs from 
July 3rd to August 12th.    
 
The reasonable fee to attend a week long session is $375.00 
and is made possible by the Bishops Fund  Appeal. 
 
If you have any questions and/or concerns please feel free to 
reach out to Tom Semeraro, Diocesan Director of Youth Min-
istry Tom can be reached by phone at 315-393-2920 ext. 
1415 or email tsemeraro@rcdony.org.  To register please 
visit: https://www.rcdony.org/youth/camp 
    

Family Guggenheim: Registration is open 

Online Registration is open for the Family  Guggenheim   
program at www.rcdony.org/family-life/fg  Session 1 is    
August 18 -21. Session 2 is August 25-28. Session 3 is         
October 7-9. Don't delay sessions are filling fast.  

Family Guggenheim welcomes families of all dimensions to 
come enjoy a special weekend in the beauty of the Adiron-
dacks. Expect fun family workshops and activities that will 
have you working and laughing together. Celebrate Christ’s 
presence in your lives through liturgy (often outside) and 
special prayer services. Take time for great outdoor activities 
like paddle boat rides, beach volleyball, and hiking. You are 
never too young or too old to enjoy being family at Camp 
Guggenheim! For more information, please contact Steve 
Tartaglia at 315-393-2920.  

 

Safe Environment 

Did You Know…Summer is a time to have fun. Here are some 
things you can do to help you stay safe, too. (1) Take a friend 
with you whenever you go places or play outside; (2) Know 
your full name, address, telephone number and your        
parents’ names; (3) If you ever get lost in a public place, talk 
to someone in charge right away; (4) Check first with your 
parents or the person in charge before you go anywhere or 
get into a car, even with someone you know. For more infor-
mation, contact the Safe Environment Office at (315) 393-
2920. 

 

“Mary has chosen the better part.” Does a life of prayer and 
service as a priest, deacon or in the consecrated life attract 
you? Contact Fr. Christopher Carrara, Vocation Director, 
ccarrara@rcdony.org, ext. 1340 or Sister Mary Eamon Lyng 
the Diocesan Vocation Coordinator at (315)393-2920, ext. 
1345elyng@rcdony.org. See us also at www.myvocation.net. 

Monday, July 18 

 8:00 am (SP) 

Weekday 

Bev Hardie by Connie Spano & Sharon Kelly 

Tuesday, July 19 

8:00 am (SP) 

Weekday 

Margaret Carrera by Jerry 

Wednesday, July 20 

5:30 pm (SP) 

 

Weekday 
 

Jeremy Mullin by David & Gayle Ortlieb & 
Family 

Thursday, July 21 

8:00 am (SP) 

 

Weekday 

Alma Boshart by Tom & Brenda Monnat 

Friday, July 22 

12 Noon (SP) 

 

Saint Mary Magdalene 
 

Irene Demko by Family 

Saturday, July 23 

4:00 pm (SP) 

5:30 pm (SM) 

 Vigil:  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                             

Francis Yarina by Dan, Sue Ellison & Family 
 
Mass for the People 

Sunday, July 17 
 

9:00 am (SP) 
  

 

11:00 am (SH) 

 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

Kyle O’Brien by Mom & Dad & Family 
                 

Paul Lepkowski by Family 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Sanctuary Candle 

St. Hedwig’s ~ In Memory of Hunziker & Wojnowski                 
by Rod & Lydia Wojnowski 

Stewardship 

  

July 10 

2022 

July 4 

2021 

Weekly Needs 

Catholic Community 
of St. Peter-St. Mary -     

St. Hedwig 

 

$6,740.37 

 

$7,732.50 

  

$8,038.46 

Remember in Prayer 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

mailto:tsemeraro@rcdony.org
https://www.rcdony.org/youth/camp
http://www.rcdony.org/family-life/fg

