
December 25, 2022 

The Nativity of the Lord 

Parish Office:   5457 Shady Avenue 
                           Lowville, NY 13367 
 
Phone:             315-376-6662 
Website:          spsmshcatholic.org 

St. Mary’s  
6106 Blue St 
Glenfield, NY 

     St. Peter’s   
5457 Shady Ave 

Lowville, NY 

St. Hedwig’s  
5432 St Rt 26 

Turin, NY       

Monday, December 26 

 8:00 am (SP) 

St. Stephen 

No Mass 

Tuesday, December 27 

8:00 am (SP) 

St. John 

Stephen Brennan 

Wednesday, December 28 

12:00 pm (SP) 

 

The Holy Innocents 

Special Intention of Charles Metzler Family 

Thursday, December 29 

8:00 am (SP) 

 

Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  

Theresa Sweeney by Mary Sweeney 

Friday, December 30 

12 Noon (SP) 

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  

All Souls 

Saturday, December 31 

4:00 pm (SP) 
 

Vigil:  Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God  
                             

Our Parents by Mary Lou & Betty Ann 

 

Sunday, January 1  

9:00 am (SP)  

 

11:00 am (SH) 

 

   

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God  

Mass for the People 
 

Special Intention of Genevieve & Jannet Seelman by 
St. Hedwig’s Society 

    Celebrating the Eucharist         

Rev. Douglas Decker 
Pastor 

Email:  pastor@stpeterslowville.com 

Deacon Ronald J. Pominville 
Permanent Deacon 

Email: rjpominville@ yahoo.com 

Deacon Ron Gingerich 
Permanent Deacon 

Email: togingerich@gmail.com 

Deacon Ken Seymour 
Permanent Deacon 

Email: seymourka@gmail.com 

Deacon Thomas Yousey 
Permanent Deacon 

Email: dcntm@mail.com 

Deacon Robert Uttendorfsky 
Permanent Deacon 

Email: DcnRobU@gmail.com 

Deb Mullin 
Faith Formation Coordinator 

Email: dmullin@stperterslowville.com 

Sanctuary Candle 
 

St. Hedwig’s Church ~ In Memory of Hunziker & Wojnowski Families by Lydia & Rod 
Wojnowski 

St. Peter’s Church ~ In Memory of Jerry Adams by Peggy & Nick 

Sacrament of Baptism  

 Please contact the parish office 

 Sacrament of Penance 

 Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm at St. Peter 

                 ~Anytime by appointment~ 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Contact the parish office at least six months 

prior to the proposed wedding date 

Parish Offices 
Secretary 

sneddo@stpeterslowville.com 
     

Office hours 
Monday - Friday 

 9:00 am - 12 Noon 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Radio Mass: WLLG - 99.3 FM                   
Sunday at 11:00 am 



 

 

 

 
 

Rosary Altar Society  

200 club winners are  - Sheila Smith and Gladys Buckingham 
 

Thank you 
Thank you to St. Peter’s Rosary Altar society for a donation of 
$1,000.00 to the parish.   

 

 

      

       

 

 

Notice 

The parish office is closed in observance of Christmas Day, 
Monday, December 26. 

             St. Hedwig’s News 
 

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Divine    
Mercy Chaplet will be observed on Sunday, January 1, 2023, 
after the celebration of the 11:00 a.m. Mass. All are welcome 
to begin the New Year with Adoration and prayer. 

 

Winter Concerts 

Come enjoy an evening of worship with us! Featuring a variety 
of gospel music classics, Irish fiddle, accapella harmony, and 
more.   January 13th a t  Abundant Life Community  Church, 5723 
Waters Rd., Lowville, NY.   Admission is free, donations will be accepted to 
benefit Care Net   Doors open: 6:30 pm, concert begins at 7:00 pm

 

Stairway to Heaven  

Our Catholic faith offers the perfect opportunity for immersing 
ourselves in scripture.                       

Come join our new Women’s Group “Stairway to Heaven” 

for great conversation and spiritual enrichment, as we reflect 
and share on the previous Sunday readings. 
 

We will meet in the Church Hall at 2:00 pm on the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of the month beginning January 9, 2023. 
 

For more information please contact Liz Allen 315-376-2420, 
Deb Mullin 315-523-0336, Mary Lou Peters 315-376-7334, or 
Sharon Kelly 315-376-3016.  

       

       

Pastor’s Desk 
 

 
 

 

1. A very Merry Christmas to all our parish family.  The        
scripture readings are filled with angels, newborn babies, 
and miracles.  It is a special time of the year for our little 
children. For some people it is a difficult time of the 
year. May we all give thanks to God for his love and       
blessings over the past year and seek his will in the New 
Year to come.  Check the bulletin closely for  the Mass 
schedule for this week as there are a few changes in the 
schedule.   

2. A big thank you who have helped this Christmas                

season. Many thanks to our Arts and Environment           
committee, deacons, lectors, servers, ministers of             
communion, and music ministry.  Thank you too Tom and 
Josh for keeping the walks open for all our Christmas     
Masses.  It is always a crazy schedule for our outdoor    
workers.  We never know when the weather might get 
frightful. 

3. Looking to take our Altar servers out as a Christmas thank 

you.   We could go bowling the first part of January .  Look-
ing at a Sunday at 12:30 PM.  Have a little lunch and then 
some bowling. 

        More information to come for our servers… 
 

                                                 -Father Doug 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reflection on Today’s Readings 
Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord. At the time of his 
birth, few took notice. After all it was just a child born to a 
poor young woman, nothing extraordinary. And yet, Angels 
announced his birth to stunned shepherds out in the field. 
This seemingly insignificant baby boy would change the world 
by opening heaven for all who would follow him. This truly is 
the GOOD NEWS! Let us shout it from the rooftops and invite 
all to come meet their Lord and Savior this Christmas season. 

Pictured: Kristie Kennedy, Betty Walter, Fr. Doug, Shirley Beyer &             

Cindy Dosztan 

HE  
IS THE  

GIFT! 



M in is ters  Se rv ing  a t  Mass  Ne x t W ee kend   

  

 

                                

Christmas 2022 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, 

I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 

who is Christ and Lord...and this will be a sign for you…” (Luke 2:10-12) 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

What is this sign that the angel in St. Luke’s Gospel proclaims?  God is born among us.  What a wondrous sign of 
God’s love for you and me!  St. John of the Cross once wrote to a friend: “Think nothing else but that God ordains all, and 
where there is no love, put love, and you will draw out love.” 
 

When God the Father didn’t find love in the human race, He put love in the human race through the Incarnation of 
His Son.  Then, He found Love, in His Son Jesus and in all who had become a part of His Body.  Each of us is called to go 
and do likewise.  When we don’t find love in a situation, we can put love there and then we’ll find it!  We can make a     
difference.   

 

A current example can be found in the tens of thousands of Polish families opening their living rooms to Ukrainians 
fleeing their homeland.  Polish monasteries, convents, rectories and homes are among some of the places where Ukrainian 
refugees are encountering the living Lord in their neighbors. 

 

We must embrace the same kind of faith in the overriding providence of God in all the events of our lives—even in 
a world that, at times, seems so loveless, so Godless.  The angel insists: Do not be afraid, I’ve got some great news to share 
with you.  God has been born among us and, through His Spirit, He remains ever present.  

 

Fear can be a crippling emotion that often raises our defenses and restricts our outreach to others.  However, such a 
divine intervention as God’s birth on earth, prepares you and me to open ourselves to the gift of God’s presence.  When we 
accept such an invitation in humility and with patience, we can grow in holiness.  Fear subsides because we know we are in 
the presence of Jesus.   

 

The Christmas story is our love story.  It’s the story of our encounter with the living God and sharing the fruits of 
that encounter with others.  It's no wonder that this is a season of great hope, joy and peace.  May the Christ Child bring you 
and your loved ones the Gift of Love, the Blessing of Hope and the Promise of Peace.  A blessed Christmas and joy-filled 
New Year! 

                                                Faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

                                                    Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley            
                                            Bishop of Ogdensburg  

Mass Times Lector Eucharistic Minister Altar Server Greeter 

Saturday, December 31 - 4:00 pm Maggie Martin Mary Lou Peters           
Connie Spano 

Anthony LaPuma Maren Ann Percoski                           

Sheila Yarina 

Sunday, January 1 - 9:00 am Sherry Beyer Patricia Pomerville                 
Kathleen Wallace 

Lane & Chase Morrow 
Gayla Ortlieb 

Sunday, January 1 -  11:00 am Mindy Meiss Linda Domagala  Mary Ann Lepkowski 



                            

  

 
 
 

Before we open our first gift on Christmas morning,                  
let’s take  the time to look to heaven and say                                          

“Happy Birthday Jesus! “      
 
 

 
January 8 - Faith Formation classes following the 9:00 Mass.   
 
January 8 - The Feast of the Epiphany during the 9:00 am Mass we 
will hear the story of the very first Christmas and watch as Faith 
Formation students participate in the enactment procession. 
 
January 29 - Sister Bethany is bringing a visitor with her and her 
therapy dog, Reggie, to visit the  children and give them their Green 
Apple Award. This award is an initiative of Pope Francis. 
 

Each Class earned the Green Apple Awards by making a display 
board for “Saving God’s Creation”.  These Display Boards show 
ways each family can help to “care for our common home -  Earth.”   

 

First Reconciliation  

February 12 - First Reconciliation Retreat from 10:00 am - 12 Noon,     
a light lunch will be served. 
 
 
 

March 5 - First Reconciliation students will receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation for the very first time with Father Decker at the 
2:00 pm Parish Penance Service at St. Peter’s.   

 
Confirmation 

 

January 8 -  Enrollment of Names at 9:00 am Mass for parents and 
students. 
 
January 22 - Sponsor Forms are due.  Please return to Mrs. Beyer at 
class.   
 

Please be thinking about your Confirmation/Saint name. When 
choosing a saint, choose someone who exemplifies a quality that 
you wish to have, someone whose life you want to emulate, or a 
Saint you have something in common with.  When you choose your 
saint, begin to pray for their intercession, the saint you choose   
becomes your patron saint for the rest of your life!  
 
 

March 5 - Confirmation/Saint name Forms are due.  

 
 
God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of receiving.  

If he gives us the gift of Christmas,                                           

it is because we all have the ability to understand and receive it. 
 

-Pope Francis 

Christmas Collection 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg’s Retirement Plan for Priests has long 
been supported by a percentage of parish contributions from its 
annual Christmas collection. This Christmas, the diocese requests 
contribution of 75% of the Christmas collection to support the 
Plan, with the parish keeping the balance.  Currently 40 retired 
priests, and 11 active priests age 70 and older, are expected to 
receive pension benefits of one million dollars in 2022-23.  Also 
100% of the cost of health insurance premiums for retired priests, 
estimated at $270,000 this fiscal year, is paid by the Plan. Your 
generous contribution not only supports current retirees but will 
also help provide for the retirement needs of priests who will 
retire in the future.   

Discernment Retreat: 
 For young men discerning the priesthood 

Have you felt the invitation to follow Jesus Christ as a Catholic 
priest? Gather with other young men from across New York 
State who are considering the call to the priesthood at the 
New York State Discernment Retreat. Hear talks on the priest-
hood and meet seminarians and hear their stories. The retreat 
is scheduled for January 2 through January 4 at Christ the King 
Retreat House in Syracuse. You must be 18 years or older. If 
you’re looking to take your life of discernment to the next lev-
el, register by Thursday, December 29 by emailing the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg’s Vocation Coordinator, Sister Mary Eamon 
Lyng, SSJ at elyng@rcdony.org. 

 

Parish Book Club 
  

The book club will gather on Wednesday, January 11.  All are in-
vited to join in the conversation that will begin at 6:30 pm in the 
parish hall.  

 

Environmental Stewardship 

As we contemplate the mystery of God’s love revealed in the 
Manger, let us pray to let the vulnerability of God soften and dis-
arm our hearts. May it awaken our hope for creating a better 
world, and grant us the courage to take one step and then make 
it become a reality today.   
 

  
Stewardship 

 

December 18 

2022 

December 19 

2021 

Weekly 
Needs 

Catholic Community 
of St. Peter-St. Mary 

- St. Hedwig 
$9,075.27 $6,604.55 $8,038.46 

Remember in Prayer 

                                                                                                                             

Faith  

Formation  

News 


