
Forming  
Disciples 

To be a disciple means that we are choosing to follow 
Jesus with all of our heart, and make him the center 
of our daily lives in a conscious way. 

It is easy for us Catholics (and all Christians) to just go through the motions. Our 
Catholic identity can be a kind of hobby or interest, like golfing or politics. 

St. Peter’s will flourish to the extent that we are helping our parishioners to 
purposely choose to follow Jesus as his disciples. If we are not helping people to 
strive for holiness and a deeper, more intimate relationship with Christ, then we 
are failing as a parish.

Partnering with  
Evangelical Catholic

Evangelical Catholic is a group that, 
over the last twenty years, has helped 
hundreds of parishes develop a 
culture of discipleship. 

 
We are excited to share that we have 
hired Evangelical Catholic to partner  
with our parish over these next two 
years. We will have a representative 
assigned to us who will be working to 
train our staff and coach us through 
the process. Behind the scenes over 
the fall and winter, they will be 
helping us to build the foundation 
for small faith groups to launch this 
coming Lent. 

God Is Blessing Us!
Brothers and Sisters, 
I hope you are having a great and blessed summer! Thanks to your sacrifices and dedication, a lot of beautiful 
things are happening at St. Peter’s! In this newsletter, we will again update you on our four areas of growth as  
A Light for Beaufort.

I am especially excited that so many of you agreed to pray weekly for our parish. Please remember to keep 
looking in the bulletin for each week’s parish prayer intentions, and praying a Hail Mary or a decade of the 
Rosary for each one. (If you’ve forgotten, just start again now!) I know that Jesus will hear our prayers and bless 
us in our work for his kingdom!
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Service
We have been tithing 5% of 
our weekend collections to 
serve those in need. In April, 
May, and June, we tithed 
$17,000 to help various 
organizations in their work, 
including: 

•  $6000 to the St. Francis Center, 
which serves the needy on St. Helena 
Island. We also committed to give 
$1000 per month as an ongoing gift 
to help the sisters in their work. Most 
recently, Sister Canice shared in her 
thank-you letter that her volunteers 
were able to use our funds to repair 
the homes of three elderly neighbors 
in need! 

•  $4000 to Good Neighbor Free 
Medical Clinic of Beaufort, which 
provides primary health care services 
at no cost to adults who have very 
low household incomes and no access 
to health insurance.

•  $3000 to buy materials for 
Lowcountry Habitat for Humanity, 
which builds homes for those in need. 

•  $1500 to Under One Roof, 
which focuses on helping senior 
homeowners. Our tithes will be used 
to repair and improve homes, so that 
they will be safe and comfortable.

LEARNING MORE  To see a complete list of our tithes, as well as learn more about ways to get involved, please visit our 
Service Committee webpage. And at the email below, please share with us any ideas you have to “make our light brighter!”

stpetersbeaufort.org/service                       tithe@stpetersbeaufort.org

How Are Recipients Chosen? 
The Service Committee has a very 
thorough evaluation process. This 
is how the process goes, with the 
Good Neighbor Free Medical Clinic 
as an example:

1) The clinic was recommended to the 
Service Committee by several St. Peter’s 
parishioners. A site visit was conducted 
by a member of the committee. 

2) After the site visit, the Service 
Committee invited the clinic to fill 
out an application form. This asks for 
details on the mission, structure, and 
finances of the organization.

3) The committee reviewed this 
application and decided that the clinic 
was a worthy cause for our parish 
to support. We then sent them a gift 
request form, which asks them to 
request a gift from St. Peter’s for a 
particular purpose. 

4) In the gift request form, the clinic 
said that its specific need at this time 
was assisting patients with copays for 
prescription medicines.

5) The gift request was reviewed 
and vetted by the committee. A gift 
recommendation of $4,000 was 
discussed and unanimously agreed to 
by the Service Committee and sent to 
Father Andrew for approval. 

6) Father Andrew approved the tithe 
and signed the check.

7) A check was hand-delivered to the 
clinic by a committee member, along 
with a letter describing the charitable 
goals of St. Peter’s parish.

8) The committee identifies ways 
our parishioners may be able to 
serve at the clinic and shares these 
opportunities in the bulletin and 
through Flocknote.The Good Neighbor Free Medical 

Clinic, on Lady’s Island, provides free 
health services.

The St. Francis Center delivered 1200 pairs  
of shoes to the migrant camps this year  
along with 300 boxes of food and 400  
towel/toiletry rolls.



Sharing the Faith
We have been tithing 
5% of our weekend 
collections to share Christ 
and our Catholic faith. 
We are reaching out to 
inactive Catholics and our 
other neighbors through 
newspaper ads, social 
media campaigns, and 
other creative means.  

After Easter, we continued our faith 
messages with a new series, “Tips for 
Daily Prayer.” We heard from many 
people who thanked us for inspiring 
them to have a deeper prayer life. 

In our current series, “Truth Matters,” 
we are trying to lay the foundation for 
all future faith messages. We are trying 
to help people see that religious matters 
aren’t merely a matter of opinion. 
Differences can be discussed with 
respect, and it is possible to find answers 
to the most important questions of life!

The faith messages appear every week 
in The Island News and in Wednesday’s 
edition of The Beaufort Gazette / 
Island Packet. We also publish them on 
Facebook and on our special website, 
LightForBeaufort.org. 

Please help us to share our  
messages on Facebook by  
following @LightForBeaufort!

EVANGELIZATION 
COMMITTEE

The Evangelization Committee is 
being organized. In its first meeting, 
Father Andrew and members began 
to brainstorm ways to share the faith 
in our community. 

Its first project will be to have a 
presence at the Military Appreciation 
Day on August 25, held at Laurel Bay. 
Perhaps Father Andrew will be willing 
to sit in a dunking booth again?  



Improving Our Facilities
Thanks to your sacrifices, 
we have been able to put 
$10,000 into our parish 
savings each month, so 
that we can save up for big 
projects like renovating the 
Walsh Palmetto Room.

In the meantime, we have been 
doing several smaller projects on our 
campuses, including: 

•  New microphones at Holy Cross, to 
improve the sound quality there. Our 
parishioners have worked hard to 
beautify the outside as well.

•  New wireless internet connections 
between our buildings, ensuring that 
the education wing and social hall have 

a fast and reliable connection. This is 
very important for our faith formation 
classes and youth ministry, which often 
use video clips from the internet.

•   We have also extended this internet 
infrastructure to the church, along with 
new camera hardware. We now have 
everything physically needed to record 
and send out video over the internet. 
This will allow us to explore streaming 
homilies or the Mass over the internet, 
so that those who are homebound 
could watch from home.

Our design committee has been 
brainstorming and researching ideas for 
the renovation of the Walsh Palmetto 
Room. The first phase will be new 
flooring and repainting the walls. We 
expect to start this very soon! 
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Pequeñas 
Comunidades 
Our Hispanic community is a 
great example of flourishing 
discipleship.

Sister Maricela, our director of 
Hispanic ministry, arrived three 
years ago and helped begin two 
“Pequeñas Comunidades” (small 
faith communities). The groups 
meet weekly in member homes, 
praying together and encouraging 
one another, while being formed 
by Scripture study and catechesis 
under Sister Maricela’s guidance. 

Three years later, we now have 
ten small faith communities, 
including two for teenagers. Each 
small group has 8-10 members. 
There is a new vibrancy among 
our Hispanic ministry, including 
greater Mass attendance and new 
outreach to Hispanics who have 
fallen away from their Catholic 
faith. 

This is the sort of vibrancy 
we are hoping to build in the 
years to come throughout all 
of St. Peter’s!


