
Forming  
Disciples 

“St. Peter’s will focus on calling and equipping our 
parishioners for new life as disciples of Christ.  
We will invest in new opportunities for those of all  
ages to encounter Christ and deepen their 
relationship with God.”

This is the first of our four areas of 
growth. It is the hardest to quantify, 
but it is the most essential for the 
fruitfulness of our parish and the 
salvation of souls.

As a staff, we have been reading 
Forming Intentional Disciples by 
Sherry Weddell, discussing a new 
chapter at each staff meeting. It 
has helped us brainstorm how we 
might be able to consciously create 
an environment at St. Peter’s in 
which each person is invited to a 
more purposeful walk with Christ. 
(One example is the recent homily 
series on daily prayer.) We are 

also researching ways that other 
parishes have successfully grown 
in discipleship, and we are excited 
about some of the possibilities. 

We are now in discussions with 
representatives of Evangelical 
Catholic, to see if they might be good 
partners to help us in this new phase 
in our parish life. (You can check out
EvangelicalCatholic.org and see
some of their videos, very inspiring!) 

Know that there is a lot of work 
going on behind the scenes, and 
that God has great things in store 
for us!

Introducing Our Newsletter!
Brothers and Sisters, 
In November, we launched A Light for Beaufort. I asked you to sacrifice financially, and I promised that we  
would focus on four areas of growth as a parish. Your response was phenomenal and I am grateful for your 
ongoing sacrifice! 

To help you see what we are doing in each of these four areas, we are starting a quarterly newsletter. I hope it 
will help you be excited about what we are doing as a parish. All praise to God, who is doing many wonderful 
things in us and through us! 
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Serving Those in Need
“5% of our weekly collections will go to serve those 
in need. We will support Our Lady’s Pantry, the St. 
Francis Center, and other worthwhile charities chosen 
by our Service Committee.”

The Service Committee has been formed and is meeting monthly. The St. Francis 
Center, Our Lady’s Pantry, Thumbs Up, and Family Promise were the first local 
organizations chosen to receive gifts from St. Peter’s.

During these first months, the Service Committee has developed an application 
and a fair vetting process to ensure that charities are in line with Catholic 
teaching, demonstrate fiscal stability and make a significant impact in the 
community. Now that these protocols and guidelines are in place, parishioners 
will start to see St. Peter’s making regular contributions in our area. 
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A loving father holds his baby daughter in his arms.

The little baby has no money. She has no athletic ability. She is 

not famous. She has not accomplished anything, beyond filling her 

diaper! And yet the father loves the child, simply because she is  

his daughter. 

Here we see a reflection of God’s love for us.

Jesus revealed something unexpected about God. He called God 

his Father, and he shared that God knows and loves each of us in 

a personal way, too. God does not see us merely as creatures he 

has created, but as his sons and daughters. The imperfect love that 

earthly fathers have for their children is just a small taste of the 

unconditional love that God the Father has for each of us. 

Jesus models the love of his Father.

In our broken world, it can be difficult to imagine the love of such 

a father. Many of us have not been able to experience an earthly 

father who was present and loving. But as we read about Jesus 

in the Gospels, our hearts begin to be touched by his words and 

actions. Like a son who resembles his father, as we come to know 

Jesus, we start to encounter the love of our Heavenly Father. 

The Father’s love is for all of his children. 

Instead of spending time with those who were seen as important 

or holy, Jesus was always reaching out to those who society 

rejected: the poor, the outcasts, the sinners. Jesus shows us that 

the Father loves every one of his children; the world’s labels mean 

nothing to him. He knows each of us by name and seeks us out, 

just as Jesus reached out to Zacchaeus the tax collector and called 

him by name. (Luke 19) 

We tend to judge our worth based on earthly qualities.

Someone who is beautiful is valued more than a person with 

average looks. A wealthy person is more important than someone 

who is not. But beauty fades; wealth can be lost. It is liberating to 

recognize that our value is not based on passing qualities such  

as these. 

The Father’s love is the source of Christian joy.

Like the baby in our example, we are not loved because of our 

abilities or accomplishments, but simply because God is 

our Father. We each have extraordinary value,  

a worth which flows from the amazing 

fact that we are personally known 

and loved by God. What joy to  

know that the God who created 

the entire universe, whose  

beauty is beyond our  

imagining, loves each  

of us as a Father! 

Portrait of the Father

What makes us valuable as a person? 
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A surprising topic for a pop song.

In the 90s, Joan Osborne released the hit song “One of Us,” in 

which she wondered, “What if God was one of us? Just a stranger 

on the bus, trying to make his way home? …If God had a name, 

what would it be and would you call it to his face? …What would 

you ask if you had just one question?”

 
“Wouldn’t that be a great idea for a story?”

A Christian author, Mark Shea, shares how this song began playing 

on his coworker’s radio one day at the office. The coworker looked 

thoughtful for a moment and then said, “Wouldn’t that be a great 

idea for a story?” Mark said, “What?” She replied, 

“Suppose God became a human being.    

          
   Wouldn’t that be a great  

          
      idea for a story?” 

God did become one of us!

Mark explained to his coworker that this has indeed already 

happened. Two thousand years ago, God did enter the world and 

became one of us. He did look just like one of us, no different from 

anyone else in the crowd. You could look into his eyes and ask him 

any question. He did have a name: his name was Jesus.

 
This changes everything.

Mark’s coworker correctly grasped that, if God actually became 

one of us, this would be the most wonderful event that had ever 

happened in human history. How could the infinite God, without 

beginning or end, become part of finite creation? How could God, 

who the entire universe cannot contain, become an infant growing 

in Mary’s womb? And wouldn’t we want to know everything he 

did and said while on earth?

 
This is the astonishing belief at the heart of Christianity.  

A number of the major world religions hold that their founders 

were inspired by God or taught on his behalf. But only 

Christianity declares that God has actually chosen to become 

one of us, entering the world as a human being. (John 1:14) 

The man known by historians as Jesus of Nazareth was 

different from all others in history, because he was truly 

God in our midst.

 
How extravagant is God’s love!

Instead of communicating once more through 

human messengers, God came to earth himself! 

Rather than giving a little of himself, he gave 

himself completely. This is how much he loves 

us. This is how important each of us is to him. 

Looking into the face of Jesus, calling him by 

name as a close friend, we discover joy that  

the world cannot take away!

What If G
od Was One of Us?

 
A radio hit sparks a conversation at the office
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About the Service 
Committee
The St. Peter’s Service Committee is 
a team of parishioners working to 
coordinate and foster volunteer service 
among  our parishioners, as well as make 
recommendations to the pastor on how 
to best use our tithe money to serve 
those in need. 

Besides making tithing recommendations, 
the Service Committee has also 
been tasked by Father Andrew with 
coordination and education: 

Coordination – To help foster 
communication and cooperation between 
the different parish organizations in their 
efforts to serve those in need. Rather than 
different parish groups being unaware 
of what the others are doing, the Service 
Committee can help ensure collaboration 
and avoid duplication of efforts. 

Education – To let parishioners know 
about opportunities that they can serve 
locally. For example, the sisters at the 
St. Francis Center might need volunteers 
or materials for a particular project. 
The sisters would let us know, and the 
Service Committee would spread the 
word. Sometimes this will be through 
the bulletin, but usually notifications will 
be shared through Flocknote, to all who 
asked to hear about service opportunities.

Service Committee members: Jim Klein, Jenny Drake, Ellen Motley, Frances Cherry, David Cherry, 
Vivian Bikulege, John Leadem, Liz O’Brien, and chair, Fred Leyda. Not pictured: Sharon Stewart, 
Estelle Ford-Williamson, Mary Bernard, Tim Bernard.

Monthly meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month. If you have a tithe idea, volunteer opportunity, or other suggestion 
for the Service Committee, let us know by contacting the chair at service@stpetersbeaufort.org.



A writing team has been formed to help Father Andrew create the weekly faith 
messages. Our new series is about forming a daily prayer life. Below are members 
Wendy Lacombe, John Stephens, Anne Heles, Vivian Bikulege. Not pictured: Jim 
Pennell, Elizabeth Lewis, Barbara Hazzard.
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Sometimes we are sick and we don’t even know it. 
We have heard of situations where people feel perfectly fine, 

appearing to be in great physical shape, and yet they discover 

they have a serious illness. It is devastating news, but it is good 

that they finally know about it and can seek out a doctor’s help. 

Although there are many who are sick, the doctor can only help 

those who recognize they need healing.
 
We are all in need of healing.Even though we are created to know and love God, we often 

choose actions which separate us from God. This is what the Bible 

calls “sin.” In smaller ways or bigger ways, we all experience 
daily temptations to sin. When we sin, we end 

up hurting ourselves and those around us. Reflecting back over the years, we can see how our hearts have been spiritually wounded by our sinful choices.
 

God the Father loves us despite our sin.It is easy to imagine that God loves us less when we sin. But Jesus 

shows us that we are loved despite our sinfulness. The Father’s 

limitless love for us is not dimmed by our brokenness. We can’t 

decrease his love for us by our sins, nor can we increase his love 

for us by good actions. As a loving Father, his love for us is already 

overflowing, incapable of increase or decrease. 
 
Jesus is the divine physician. During his ministry, Jesus did not spend all of his time with the 

religious leaders of his day, those who thought of themselves as 

holy and close to God. Instead, Jesus usually sought out sinful men 

and women, those who recognized their need for forgiveness and 

healing. He explained, “It is not the healthy that need a doctor, but 

the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”  

(Mark 2:17) 
 
God freely offers us his forgiveness. Since Jesus was not an ordinary man, but God in our midst, he was 

able to forgive people’s sins. On one beautiful occasion, a woman 

with a sinful reputation came and began crying at his feet. Jesus 

recognized her sorrow for her sins and had pity on her. He told her, 

“Your sins are forgiven, go in peace!” (Luke 7)
 

Christ’s healing brings joy.Imagine the joy of that woman, who leaves Jesus 
knowing that she is forgiven of her sins! This is the 

joy that we have as Christians. Recognizing 
our spiritual brokenness, we follow the woman’s example and turn to Christ with repentance. And we too experience forgiveness and healing at the hands of the divine physician!

The Doctor is In! Aren’t we all in need of healing? 
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Any response yet? 
We have gotten a lot of positive 
feedback from the community. People 
have called and written thanking us 
for the messages.

We heard, for example, how a member of 
a local Methodist church liked the “What if 
God was one of us?” article so much that 
she brought it into her Sunday School class 
and read it to the children. 

Many of you have shared how you are 
cutting out the articles and mailing them 
to family and friends. Others have shared 
how you are taking the newspaper 

to work and casually leaving it in the 
breakroom, opened to our article so that 
coworkers might happen upon it! 

One parishioner shared how her son-in-
law read the “Reasons for Joy” booklet 
we gave out at Easter, which collected all 
eight messages together. He was so moved 
by it that he said he would like to explore 
the Catholic faith. 

Our hope is to keep planting seeds, 
allowing an opportunity for God to 
gradually touch people’s hearts. 

Sharing  
the Faith
“5% of our weekly collections will be 
used to share Christ and our Catholic 
faith. We will reach out to inactive 
Catholics and our other neighbors 
through newspaper ads, social media 
campaigns, and other creative means.” 

We began our faith-sharing efforts this Lent with our 
“Reasons for Joy” messages. We wanted to begin with an 
upbeat, positive invitation for people to consider their need 
for God, and to reflect on how having God in our lives is a 
joy rather than a hindrance. 

This first series of eight messages was published as full-
color, half-page advertisements in The Beaufort Gazette 
and The Island Packet, which many receive at their homes 
throughout Beaufort County. For those that don’t subscribe 
to a newspaper, we also published the messages in The 
Island News and The Jetstream, which are available for free 
in local restaurants and other locations. 

We created a special “Light for Beaufort” Facebook page. 
With your help in sharing online, we hope to gradually build 
followers so that each message will go out well beyond the 
Beaufort area. 

We also created LightForBeaufort.org, which contains all  
of the messages in a format that is easy to read on a phone 
or tablet. 

EVANGELIZATION COMMITTEE

Father Andrew would like to form 
an Evangelization Committee, which 
would work with him to brainstorm 
and organize opportunities for us 
to share the faith as a parish and as 
individuals. For example, how can we 
have a presence at next year’s Water 
Festival? If you are interested, please 
contact Nancy Compton at our parish 
office.
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A loving father holds his baby daughter in his arms.

The little baby has no money. She has no athletic ability. She is 

not famous. She has not accomplished anything, beyond filling her 

diaper! And yet the father loves the child, simply because she is  

his daughter. 

Here we see a reflection of God’s love for us.

Jesus revealed something unexpected about God. He called God 

his Father, and he shared that God knows and loves each of us in 

a personal way, too. God does not see us merely as creatures he 

has created, but as his sons and daughters. The imperfect love that 

earthly fathers have for their children is just a small taste of the 

unconditional love that God the Father has for each of us. 

Jesus models the love of his Father.

In our broken world, it can be difficult to imagine the love of such 

a father. Many of us have not been able to experience an earthly 

father who was present and loving. But as we read about Jesus 

in the Gospels, our hearts begin to be touched by his words and 

actions. Like a son who resembles his father, as we come to know 

Jesus, we start to encounter the love of our Heavenly Father. 

The Father’s love is for all of his children. 

Instead of spending time with those who were seen as important 

or holy, Jesus was always reaching out to those who society 

rejected: the poor, the outcasts, the sinners. Jesus shows us that 

the Father loves every one of his children; the world’s labels mean 

nothing to him. He knows each of us by name and seeks us out, 

just as Jesus reached out to Zacchaeus the tax collector and called 

him by name. (Luke 19) 

We tend to judge our worth based on earthly qualities.

Someone who is beautiful is valued more than a person with 

average looks. A wealthy person is more important than someone 

who is not. But beauty fades; wealth can be lost. It is liberating to 

recognize that our value is not based on passing qualities such  

as these. 

The Father’s love is the source of Christian joy.

Like the baby in our example, we are not loved because of our 

abilities or accomplishments, but simply because God is 

our Father. We each have extraordinary value,  

a worth which flows from the amazing 

fact that we are personally known 

and loved by God. What joy to  

know that the God who created 

the entire universe, whose  

beauty is beyond our  

imagining, loves each  

of us as a Father! 
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Improving Our Facilities
 
“As we build up our parish savings, we will be able to 
gradually improve our facilities, such as renovating the 
Walsh Palmetto Room, without additional fundraisers.”

Thanks to your generosity, we have been 
able to start putting $10,000 into our 
parish savings each month, for a total of 
$50,000 from November through March. 
 
In the meantime, we have been making 
improvements behind the scenes. The 
biggest was replacing the lower roof 
around the church ($27,000), so that we 
no longer have puddles in church when 
it rains! We also have been working on 
some smaller projects, including:

•  New lighting in the narthex of the 
main church so that it can be more 
warm and welcoming

•  A new fence behind the school 
soccer field to help improve security

•  Repair and painting of wooden 
playground fence behind social hall

•  Extensive tree work at Holy Cross,  
to prevent damage during storms

We have also begun some smaller 
improvements in the Walsh Palmetto 
Room. We installed a new sound system, 
improved the wireless internet connection, 
and replaced four sets of exterior doors 
that were in bad shape. We are preparing 
to repaint the interior and install new 
flooring in August, after the summer sale.   
 
All told, since launching A Light for 
Beaufort in November, we have been able 
to spend about $60,000 on these special 
improvements thanks to your generosity.

Beautifying the 
Walsh Palmetto 
Room
We have gathered together several 
design-minded parishioners to 
start brainstorming for the Walsh 
Palmetto Room. What do we want it 
to eventually look like? What is our 
long-term plan, broken down into 
phases?
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Interior Design Committee members:  
Angela Barnes, Kristina Crisologo, 
Christi Trumps.


