
 

 
 

          May 8, 2020 

 

Re: Preliminary Thoughts on the 2020-2021 Season 

 

Dear Coordinators: 

 

 I hope that you and your family are safe. As school districts begin planning for 

their 2020-2021 school year, and the government has issued guidelines for the re-opening 

of the economy and schools, I wanted to let you know that CYO has been thinking about 

the nature and structure of our programs so that we provide our children with the 

opportunity to return to a sense of normalcy, while keeping their safety and health 

paramount, and conforming with best practices and guidelines. 

 

 A Year of Transition – we expect the next program year to be one of transition, as 

we all deal with the challenges of re-opening the economy, schools and our communities. 

Children have participated in the quarantine, and we believe that Youth Sports will be a 

restorative activity that gives them a sense of community, love, encouragement and 

support. If there was ever a time for us to focus on the joy and fun that sports can offer 

our children, now is that time!  

 

 We also need to be sensitive to the economic consequences of high 

unemployment and the economic strains that many families are dealing with. CYO has 

always prided itself on being one of the more reasonably priced youth sports 

organizations on Long Island.  

 

 We have had a number of conversations with Coordinators and CYO Boards and 

some of the questions, comments and suggestions have been as follows: 

 

School Board Meetings – it is important to be vigilant and active in participating in 

school board meetings so that those of us involved in Youth Sports have a voice at the 

table as policy takes shape. 

 

CYO Coordinator Meetings – we will be hosting a series of Coordinator Meetings this 

summer to solicit your thoughts on program development and changes contemplated. We 

want to understand the unique challenges that your community may have and see if we 

collectively can help you meet those challenges. 

 

Gym Availability May Be Limited – gym availability may be limited for a variety of 

reasons, and therefore we may have to think about prioritizing the playing of games with 

limited or no gym time for practices.  
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Shorten Season/Playoffs? – our assumption is that gym time MAY be an issue, and 

therefore, do we have a slightly shorter season with playoffs or do we have our normal 

season with no playoffs? 

 

Shifting Start Times by One or Two Weeks? – School administrators, teachers and 

parents will be at the forefront of the transition to normalcy and we should be respectful 

of this dynamic. By shifting our program dates a little, our school systems will be able to 

make this transition for the good of our children and parents will have some additional 

time to plan activities for their children.  

 

Size of Teams / Players on the Court – We assume that the guidance of limiting 

gatherings to no more than 50 people means that teams should not exceed 10 players. 

Only one parent will be able to attend games. With a limit on 2 coaches and score keepers 

and referees, we should be below the 50 people limit. For basketball, do we play 4v4 so 

that there is more spacial distance on the court? Do we play 5v5 in volleyball?   

 

These are just a few ideas being discussed and we want your input into the nature 

of our program as we return to normalcy next year while giving comfort to our facility 

partners, Pastors, parents, children and officials that their safety is paramount in all that 

we do. 

  

 We are available to meet with your CYO leadership team and Pastor to engage in 

this dialogue.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Paul Echausse 

Executive Director 

 

 

 


