
 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT — We, the people of St. Thomas More Parish, gifted and led by the Holy Spirit, are called to 
build up the kingdom of God among the college communities of Kalamazoo. Diverse, yet one, we are called to be the 
Body of Christ, to praise and worship our Heavenly Father, to proclaim God’s Word, to love and serve others, especially 
the poor and neglected. We welcome all into our parish family who wish to share in this mission.  

Fr. Paul Redmond  ext. 264 
Pastor  

frpaul@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Pete Chadderdon | ext. 234 
Maintenance 

pete@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Michele Cretsinger  | ext. 273 
Bulletin Editor 

michele@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Lisa Heyduk| ext. 272 
Campus Minister  

lisa@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Martha Reid | ext. 266 
Bookkeeper 

martha@sttomskazoo.org 

deacon  joe schmitt | ext. 274 
Pastoral Associate  

Marriage & Baptismal Preparation 
jhschmitt@charter.net  

 
Narcia Schultz-Acker | ext. 261 

Parish Secretary 
Safe Environment Coordinator  

narcia@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Deacon Frank Sila | ext. 278 
Pastoral Associate  

Hospital, Homebound and  
Jail Ministries 

frank.sila@sttomskazoo.org 
 

Michael Zutis 
Director of Music Ministry 

zutzutriot@gmail.com  

 

St. Thomas More  
parish office is located at  

1333 W. Lovell Street 
Kalamazoo, MI  49006 
Phone: 269-381-8917  

Fax: 269-381-0195  
    

email:  
sttoms@sttomskazoo.org 

 

website:  
http://www.sttomskazoo.org  

 

 

THE PARISH OFFICE 
REMAINS CLOSED 

Phone messages and  
emails are checked and 
responded to regularly. 

St. Thomas More Catholic Student Parish 
421 Monroe Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49006  

THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR MASS 
 

Daily  
Monday — Friday 5:15 p.m. 

 

Weekend 
Saturday 6:00 p.m.  

Sunday 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Seating is limited for  
proper social distancing at weekend masses.  

Please sign-up on our website or call the office 
to ensure seating is arranged accordingly.   

We want all to attend and feel safe. 

Reconciliation  
Saturday & Sunday 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.  

Wednesday 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Holy Hour 
Friday 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 

 

Student Holy Hour  
Thursday 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

 
THE BUILDING IS NOT OPEN FOR ANY 

OTHER MEETINGS OR ACTIVITIES 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

mailto:jhschmitt@charter.net


ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC STUDENT PARISH KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 — Advent Weekday

6:00 p.m. deacon joe schmitt by parish family & staff

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 — Second Sunday of Advent

10:30 a.m. Charles Unger, Sr. by Cartmill family

6:00 p.m. People of the parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 — St. Ambrose

5:15 p.m. Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 — The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

12:15 p.m. Dr. Luis Toledo by Jim & Sheila Bridenstine

5:15 p.m. Matthew Margiewicz by Diana Dreksler

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 — St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

5:15 p.m. Mary Kenny by Peter Tan

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 — Advent Weekday

5:15 p.m. Students & professors preparing for exams

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11— St. Damasus I

5:15 p.m. Rita Heller by Heller family

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 — Our Lady of Guadalupe

6:00 p.m. Chet, Jean and Carolyn Dembczynski

by Patty Anderson

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 — Third  Sunday of Advent

10:30 a.m.  Jimmy Salame by Jennifer Wilson

6:00 p.m.  Jose Mateus Gungulo

brother of Ana Gungulo by Joan Carey

Daily 5:15 p.m.

Saturday - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday

10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Seating is substantially reduced

to accommodate social distancing guidelines due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

Everyone is welcome - signing up is recommended, 

Sign-up at our website www.sttomskazoo.org and

Click on sign-up for in person weekend mass

You may also call 269-381-8917 (leave message)

or email sttoms@sttomskazoo.org  

ALL MASSES STREAM LIVE 

ON FACEBOOK
Daily Mass 

Monday-Friday - 5:15 p.m.

Saturday - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday - 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/sttomskazoo/

If you don’t have a Facebook page go to St. Tom’s website 

and click the box on the homepage that says

live stream mass at St. Tom’s. 

Email birthdays, anniversaries and good news to 

sttoms@sttomskazoo.org

Sunday Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14;

2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8

Monday Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14;

Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1,2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6,

11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;

Mt 11:28-30

Thursday Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab;

Mt 11:11-15

Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, Rv 12:1-6a, 10ab;

Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Sunday Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54;

1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

BAPTISM — Parents and godparents are expected to par-

ticipate in a class before the celebration of this sacrament. 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION — Couples planning to marry 

within the next year need to attend a marriage prepara-

tion meeting.

For more information call the parish office at 

269-381-8917 or email sttoms@sttomskazoo.org

Congratulations to

Harrison Sherwood son of Michael and Sheila

who was baptized on Sunday, November 29, 2020

Thanksgiving was last week 

and the season of giving 

thanks has no end.  We have 

so much to be thankful for.  

Life, Love, community.  Joe 

has life because of the ac-

tions of first responders, ER 

staff, doctors, nurses, various 

other medical professionals 

and the prayers of many.  For 

this we are truly grateful.  We 

have experienced the Love of our Creator, Redeemer, 

Comforter through literally hundreds in our community 

of St Tom’s.  Because of this he is doing very well, mov-

ing forward in his recovery and looking forward to re-

turning to ministering at 

St Tom’s and in the 

community we are so 

blessed to be part of.  

OUR GRATITUDE 

IS DEEP AND WIDE!

deacon joe & Becky

God is good, 

all the time, 

All the time, 

God is good.

https://www.facebook.com/sttomskazoo/


SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 6, 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

The second Sunday of Advent, another purple candle is lit to celebrate Peace.  This is to remind 

us of the Prince of Peace himself and the promise of peace on Earth.  
 

Our belief is a wonderful balance of faith and reason intermixed with a profound mystery that, if 

we are lucky, can only begin to understand.  Imagine what it is that we are preparing for. 
 

When the world welcomes a newborn infant, it is an incredible, exciting event!  This is a brand-

new person!  This new person is already learning and growing constantly.  Their personality is 

also starting to 

develop and will 

continue to do so.  This is a new per-

son who will exist forever.  This person will exist 

after their death here on planet earth. The 

birth and development of a child is a wonder-

ful and deep mystery. 
 

In one of his meditations, Fr. Benedict 

Groeschel, C.F.R. reminds us that the child we 

are preparing to welcome in Bethlehem is not 

a new person.  He has always existed.  He did 

not become God.  He has always been 

God.  Don’t be mistaken by his utter and 

complete physical dependency on others for 

his survival.   His person comes from beyond 

time and space and all limitations.   
 

Yet, this child will grow to be a man.  He will 

speak the truth as no one has ever spoken it.  This truth must be received with joy, awe, gratitude and peace.  This is how we 

must prepare to welcome the Child Jesus, with joy, awe, gratitude and peace.  Continue to prepare to welcome the infant 

Jesus this week by keeping peace in your hearts.  May God bless you. 
 

Peace, 

 

December 24 - Christmas Eve (Thursday)  

 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

 7:30 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass 

 10:00 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass 
 

December 25 - Christmas Day (Friday)  

      10:00 a.m. Christmas Mass 

      6:00 p.m. Christmas Evening Mass 

Seating is substantially reduced to accommodate social distancing guidelines due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Everyone is welcome - signing up is recommended - seats will be reserved. 

Sign-up at our website www.sttomskazoo.org and click on sign-up for in person weekend mass 

MASS SCHEDULE:  

 Monday December 7  

  Vigil 5:15 p.m. 
 

 Tuesday, December 8 

  12:15 p.m. and 5:15 p.m. 



San Salvador Parish of 

María Madre de los Pobres

At our sister parish, one small but special 

project is the day-center for senior citi-

zens. Despite the country's constitutional 

requirement to care for the needs of vul-

nerable older persons, there are few re-

sources dedicated to their needs. If fami-

lies do not care for them, they are left to 

their own resources, usually living alone or on the streets, relying on 

the charity of others to give them a meal. For the past nine years, 

the parish has run a day-center for seniors on a shoestring, even 

selling handicrafts made by the seniors to provide some financial 

support. The center includes rooms to listen to music, watch TV, or 

sit and chat. We are again adopting the Center as one of our 

Advent projects. The budget for the center pays for a daily meal 

and snack, handicraft supplies, the overhead costs to the parish of 

the building itself, and salaries for its two staff members. 

OPEN DOORS Kalamazoo
Open Doors helps homeless individuals and families become self-supporting. They 

have greatly appreciated the assistance from St. Tom’s in the past, especially with 

the Giving Tree.

As you are aware, the COVID pandemic has affected our entire way of assisting 

those in need. Open Doors continues to do their best to assist their clients. The 

isolation and inability to assist in a “normal” situation has taken a heavy toll on the 

parents’ mental health. This year, Open Doors has tried to be as creative as possible to support families in a virtual way.

INSTEAD OF THE GIVING TREE 

WITH TAGS FOR ITEMS TO WRAP AND BRING TO THE CHURCH,
WE ARE ASKING FOR GIFT CARDS 

THAT WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE FAMILIES AT OPEN DOORS.

There are 29 families in need that they are asking us to help at this time. Gift cards will 

enable the families to help themselves with assisting their needs while at the same 

time respecting the situation of the pandemic.

The families range in numbers as follows —

14 families with 2 people; 8 families with 3 people; 3 families with 4 people

1 family with 5 people; 2 families with 6 people; 1 family with 7 people

Gift cards in increments of $25.00 or less from anywhere would be appreciated. Some 

suggestions are Meijer, Walmart, Target, Kohls, Amazon. Also you may donate cash by mailing a check to the parish 

office or go to our website and donate by clicking online giving. Cards may be dropped in the contribution boxes in the 

worship space, mailed, or at the parish office in the black locked mailbox by Monday, December 14. Please don’t wrap 

the cards.  

HOPE.  LOVE.  PEACE.  JOY..

For the past several years we have collected items 

for Ministry with Community  Due to the pandemic 

they have had to adapt their collection process. 

Starting on Monday, December 7 and running 

through Friday, December 11, they will celebrate 

with Underwear Week! From 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

each day they will accept your donations of 

warm clothing items at their back door. Please 

ring the doorbell (the door will be clearly marked) 

and we will assist you with your donations. If you 

are unable to drop off your items during those 

times, contact Megan Hayden, Volunteer & Oper-

ations Coordinator, at 269-343-6073 x134 or at op-

erations@ministrywithcommunity.org to set up a 

time that works for you. 

https:ministrywithcommunity.org/

underwearparty

Monday, December 7 through 

Friday, December 11

St. Thomas More

Catholic Student Parish

Donations made be made by cash, check, or online at 

www.sttomskazoo.org (online giving - Advent Special Collections)



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 6, 2020

Target for November 57,500.00 

11/1 4,131.00 

11/8 5,640.00 

11/15 14,703.00 

11/22 4,803.02 

11/29 6,312.50 

Electronic gifts for November 2020 24,052.61 

Total gifts to date for November 2020 59,642.13 

We will host our final VIRTUAL MORE AT MIDWEEK of 2020

Wednesday, December 11 at 6:30 PM on Zoom. 

Includes faith-sharing and trivia. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9027404194?

pwd=VGxBYndwMjloSVE3TWt2RUJ4blU3dz09

Meeting ID: 902 740 4194      Passcode: STM

COLLEGE STUDENT MINISTRY

at St. Thomas More

Catholic Student Parish

Follow us on 

Instagram 

@KalamazooCatholic

or 

sign up for our

weekly email or 

GroupMe

for updates on all 

the activities 

we offer for students. 

Lisa Heyduk, Director of Campus Ministry, Serving Western Michigan University, 

Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo Valley Community College

St. Thomas More Catholic Student Parish—lisa@sttomskazoo.org

OUR FINAL STUDENT HOLY 

HOUR FOR THE SEMESTER 

will be this 

Thursday, December 10, 

7-8 PM in the Worship Space.

We are praying for you 

while you

prep for and complete 

your final exams.

Do you find yourself in need of a

warmer jacket or winter coat? 

We have generous parishioners 

with coats and jackets to give 

you, we just need to know your 

size. If you find yourself in need this semester, email Li-

sa@sttomskazoo.or so she can get you in something warm.

Reminder texts: 

Text @sttomsr to 81010 to sign up for reminders for our week-

ly campus ministry events. We will continue to use our St. 

Tom's Students GroupMe to let you know about our one-off 

events, for you to set up social events, make prayer re-

quests, ask for a ride to an event or invites to local or online 

Catholic events. 

TOILET PAPER

MINISTRY 
toilet paper 

donation for 

those in need.

The back door of the office garage is open  

9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Monday-Fridayfor toilet paper drop-off.

Call the parish office or email sttoms@sttomskazoo.org 

St. Vincent dePaul Thrift Store

is currently closed because of the coronavirus, but the vol-

unteers are still helping people in need with utility bills, relo-

cations, evictions, water bills and funeral expenses. They 

also provide clothing to clients of Ministry with Community.  

PLEASE HELP BY BRINGING IN 

DONATIONS OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

Men’s and women’s winter jackets, snow pants, boots, 

sneakers, long johns, gloves, hats, 

blankets & sleeping bags.

Please drop off donations at the 

Thrift Store, 513 Eleanor St.

on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS!

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT RACISM,

BUT YOU DON’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN?

St. Tom's Social Justice Ministry will offer JustFaith Minis-

tries' Faith & Racial Equity: Exploring Power & Privilege,

a 10-week module that awakens groups to the economic 

systems, public policies, cultural norms, and hidden biases 

that empower some and oppress others. Participants will 

read three books, 40 Days of Prayer, I'm Still Here by Austin 

Channing Brown, and White Fragility by Robin D'Angelo. 

Cost of the books and materials is approximately $50. 

Scholarships are available. The program will be offered vir-

tually on Thursday evenings, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, via Zoom, be-

ginning January 14, 2021. Participants will need internet 

access. Space is limited.

To register or ask for 

more information,

contact: 

sttomssjm@ mail.com by December 15, 2020.

Notice of Non-Discriminatory Policy As To Students 

The Schools of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo admit students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin to all 

the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the schools. The Schools

of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in 

administration of education policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic and other school-

administered programs and activities, employment policies or contractual agreements. 

Help our elders. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sis-

ters, brothers, and religious order priests 

have dedicated themselves to service and 

acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an ach-

ing world. Yet years of serving for little or no 

pay have left their religious communities 

without enough retirement savings. Your gift 

to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps 

provide medications, nursing care, and other necessities. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9027404194?pwd=VGxBYndwMjloSVE3TWt2RUJ4blU3dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9027404194?pwd=VGxBYndwMjloSVE3TWt2RUJ4blU3dz09
mailto:Lisa@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:Lisa@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:sttomssjm@gmail.com


John D. Bradshaw, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Parishioners
269-373-4400 762 West Main St

Inquire about 
our private 
dining room

(269)345-6755                 

Continental Styling Salon

3010 Oakland Drive
269.381.0081

Traditional &
Modern Facilities

6080 Stadium Dr.
375-2900

BetzlerLifeStory.com

 327-8600 Parishioner 416 Romence Rd.

“Service Since 1969”

COMPLETE AUTO BODY REPAIRS & REFINISHING

A-1Established
1961

(269) 657-5529

TRAVEL SERVICE

Joni M. Weaver
Travel Consultant, Parishioner

www.sealandairtravel.com
info@sealandairtravel.com

LakeLand
asphaLt

M-DOT 
Pre-qualifiedindustrial

municipal
residential
commercial

Paving the way since 1959

964-1720

Free estimates
Plant & Office

474 Avenue “A”
Battle Creek

For All
Your PAving

needs

 3414 S BURDICK ST. www.staffordsmith.com 343-1240

COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION
FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Design-Engineering-Sales-Installation-Service

STAFFORD-SMITH, Inc.

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Import and Domestic

633 E CROSSTOWN PKWY. - 1 Block West of Portage Rd.

Hours - 7:30 to 5:30, M-F

345-1071 • Gary Shoemaker • shoemakersgarage.com

Kip Kerby - Parishioner
142 AMPEY RD.
PAW PAW

glbelt.com
1-800-545-2358

3911 Gull Rd.

385-3100
www.VacuumDoctorKZoo.com

Chuck and Kathy Mizikar, Parishioners

Sales & Service

372-2035
6185 W. KL Avenue

www.keiecm.com

DiekemaHamann
&architecture engineering

www.dhae.com 269-373-1108

www.mollymaid.com

269-552-4949

$50 Savings
$10 off the

first five cleans

Landscape Design,
Construction & Maintenance

“Making Landscapes a Showplace!”

Barney & Judy Naylor
St. Augustine Parishioners

www.naylorlandscape.com

375-0084

 www.kalamazoosmiles.com
269-353-3700  l 5925 Venture Park Dr. 

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Katherine M. Bandos, DMD 
Parishioner

375-1660
5180 South 9th Street

 Parishioners www.centraltile.net

7184 Douglas ave. • Kalamazoo

Plumbing • Pipe Fitting • HvaC • medical gas 
sheetmetal • engineering • energy management

Design/Build Services for all Mechanical Systems

24 hour emergency service 269-349-3661

15% OFF Food Tab
with this ad

1332 W. Michigan ave.
KalaMazOO

(Not Valid With aNy other offer)

offer Good Sun.-Wed.

Westside - CLiMAX - COMstOCK
GALesBURG - KALAMAZOO - PORtAGe

Langeland
Family Funeral Homes

Our Family Serving
You for 87 Years

Catholic Funeral
Directors on Staff

www.langelands.com

343-1508

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

email: maureenkellybhhs@gmail.com

Maureen Kelly
REALTOR® • Parishioner

office ph: 269.488.0116
cell/text: 269.547.0259

“Your Move Matters”

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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