
SStt.. TThhoommaass MMoorree
CCaatthhoolliicc SSttuuddeenntt PPaarriisshh

421 Monroe Street - Kalamazoo, MI

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT — We, the people of St. Thomas More Parish, gifted and led by the Holy Spirit, are called to
build up the kingdom of God among the college communities of Kalamazoo. Diverse, yet one, we are called to be the
Body of Christ, to praise and worship our Heavenly Father, to proclaim God’s Word, to love and serve others, especially the
poor and neglected. We welcome all into our parish family who wish to share in this mission.

Fr. Paul Redmond | ext. 264
Pastor

frpaul@sttomskazoo.org

Pete Chadderdon | ext. 234
Maintenance

pete@sttomskazoo.org

Michele Cretsinger | ext. 273
Office Manager

Bulletin Editor
michele@sttomskazoo.org

Lisa Heyduk | ext. 272
Campus Minister

lisa@sttomskazoo.org

Jay Landry | ext. 299
Pastoral Associate

jay@sttomskazoo.org

Jeremy McNally
Live Stream Coordinator

jmcnally@sttomskazoo.org

Claire McSwiney
OCIA Coordinator

claire.mcswiney@att.net

Martha Reid | ext. 266
Bookkeeper

martha@sttomskazoo.org

Nicala Rey | ext. 221
Office Assistant / Reception

nicala@sttomskazoo.org

Narcia Schultz-Acker | ext. 261
Parish Secretary

Safe Environment Coordinator
narcia@sttomskazoo.org

Deacon joe schmitt | ext. 274
Marriage & Baptism Prep.

jhschmitt@charter.net

Deacon Frank Sila
Senior Status

frank.sila@sttomskazoo.org

Diane Stanke | ext. 221
Office Assistant / Reception

diane@sttomskazoo.org

Michael Zutis
Director of Music Ministry

zutzutriot@gmail.com

Parish Office located at 1333 W. Lovell St., Kalamazoo, MI 49006
Phone: 269-381-8917

email: sttoms@sttomskazoo.org website: www.sttomskazoo.org

PARISH OFFICE HOURS WEEK OF DECEMBER 29
OPEN: Monday and Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

CLOSED: Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
PARISH OFFICE HOURS WEEK OF JANUARY 5

OPEN: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; Friday: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m..

SICK & SHUT-INS
If you know anyone who is sick or shut-in, please call the office.

NOTE: THIS IS A TWO WEEK BULLETIN
DECEMBER 28, 2025 & JANUARY 4, 2026

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m.; 10:30 a.m.; 6:00 p.m.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday & Sunday: 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

HOLY HOUR
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
JANUARY 5 - 9

Monday: 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday: No Mass

Wednesday: 5:15 p.m.
Thursday: 5:15 p.m.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 2

Monday: 5:15 p.m.
Tuesday and Friday: No Mass

Holy Day — Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Wednesday, December 31

5:30 p.m. Vigil
Thursday, January 1

10:00 a.m.

mailto:jhschmitt@charter.net


ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC STUDENT PARISH KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27 — St. John
6:00 p.m. +Maryann Grace (living) by Jim & Mary Grace

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
8:30 a.m. Brigitte Arndt (living)
10:30 a.m. Norb and Noelle Bujak (living)
6:00 p.m. People of the parish

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29 — St. Thomas Becket
5:15 p.m. Stella Krone (living) by Jane Krone

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30 — Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas
No Mass

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 — St. Sylvester 1
5:30 p.m. +Robert Walters by Bazali-Walters family

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1 — Mary, the Mother of God
10:00 a.m. People of Maria Madre de los Pobres

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2 — Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
No Mass

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 — The Most Holy Name of Jesus
6:00 p.m. +Ann Campbell by Joni Weaver

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 — The Epiphany of the Lord
8:30 a.m. +Edie Curtis wife of Wayne Curtis
10:30 a.m. People of the parish
6:00 p.m. +Jean Pierre Savan Bawa by Ed & Cathy Haines

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 — St. John Neumann
5:15 p.m. +Jace Sargent

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 — St. Andre Bessette
No Mass

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 — St. Raymond of Penyafort
5:15 p.m. +Roberta Potter mother of Fr. Harold Potter

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 — Christmas Weekday
5:15 p.m. +Maria Bazali by Bazali-Walters family

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 — Christmas Weekday
No Mass

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 — Christmas Weekday
6:00 p.m. +Bill Kenzik by joe & Becky schmitt

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 — The Baptism of the Lord
8:30 a.m. James E. Dew (living)
10:30 a.m. Andrew Mayr (living)
6:00 p.m. People of the parish

Week of December 28, 2025

Sunday Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5;
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Monday 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Tuesday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a; 8b-9, 10; Lk 2:36-40
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18
Thursday Num 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;

Lk 2:16-21
Friday 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28
Saturday 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34
Sunday Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 2:1-12
Week of January 4, 2026
Sunday Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 2:1-12
Monday 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17;

Lk 4:14-22
Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday

Sunday

1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; 
Jn 3:22-30
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 
1 Jn 5:1-9;
Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; 
Mt 3:13-17

BAPTISM — Parents and godparents are expected to partici-
pate in a class before the celebration of this sacrament.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION — Couples planning to marry with-
in the next year need to attend a marriage prep meeting.

REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR BOTH CLASSES
For Baptism and Marriage information

including scheduling dates and registering for classes
please call or email Narcia at the parish office

269-381-8917 ext. 261 | narcia@sttomskazoo.org

19th Century
Ethiopian CopƟc
ChrisƟan
prayer book

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On behalf of our parish staff, deacon joe, Deacon Frank,
and myself, we hope you and your family had a blessed
Christmas and a very peaceful New Year!

January 01 has been in the past few decades a day to cel-
ebrate Mary, the Mother of Christ. It is a good tradition for
the Christian. According to Fr. Benedict Groeschel, C.F.R. in
his book, Behold, He Comes: Meditations on the Incarna-
tion, he wrote, “Mary, a human being, is the Mother of the
Son of God is the clearest possible link between the human
and the divine. Christ came from above; Mary came from
below, from our own human stock, the people of the earth.
Human means from the earth and humility means bent low
to the earth. Mary has both these qualities, and they often
do not go together.”

This is a good day to meditate on this little peasant girl who
has become the Mother of the children of God!

Praying for peace in this coming New Year!

Sincerely,



HOLY FAMILY — DECEMBER 28, 2025 EPIPHANY — JANUARY 4, 2026

OOCCIIAA —— MMeeeettiinnggss rreessuummee JJaannuuaarryy 44..
Join us on Sunday’s in the Hornet Room from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
We will share our lives, scripture, hospitality and answer your
questions about Catholicism. For information contact
Fr. Paul (frpaul@sttomskazoo.org) or
Claire McSwiney (claire.mcswiney@att.net)
All are welcome: those that are thinking about the OCIA
process and those that are already Catholic.

CCOONNTTEEMMPPLLAATTIIVVEE PPRRAAYYEERR in the Daily Chapel
Mondays at 12:15 – 12:45 pm and 6:00 – 6:30 pm
Contemplative Prayer is a simple, meditative way of prayer
where we allow God to lead by choosing a word for a
member of our Triune God that speaks of friendship or a
love relationship

YYOOGGAA
Experience the benefits of yoga every Tuesday & Thursday
10:00-11:00 am in the Cougar Room. Reduce stress, improve
awareness, posture, strength, balance and flexibility. Uniting
body, mind and spirit with instructor Gena Pezzoli. Bring a
yoga mat if you have one. Suggested donation of $10 to
help our Feminine Care Product Ministry. Please note: Yoga
WILL NOT meet Tuesday, December 30 thru Tues., January 6.

TTOOIILLEETT PPAAPPEERR MMIINNIISSTTRRYY
We collect toilet paper year around for those in need. You
may drop it off at church when you attend Mass or bring to
the office at 1333 W. Lovell St., (corner of Monroe & Lovell
Streets) during our normal business hours (see bulletin cover
for parish office hours).

RREEAACCHH,, SSTTRREETTCCHH,, RREELLAAXX -- Class WILL NOT meet December 31.
Join us for group chair exercise class that targets balance,
flexibility, range of movement and breathing. The class
meets every Wednesday 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. in the Cougar
Room. This class is appropriate for “every body”. Contact
Matt Barretta at 343-7857 or 548-6837 for more information.

AASSSSIISSTTAANNTT CCAAMMPPUUSS MMIINNIISSTTEERR PPOOSSIITTIIOONN
Part time: 16-19 hours/week
The person in this role mentors student leaders in faith
and practical skills, meets students where they are physical-
ly, emotionally, and spiritually. The assistant campus minister
is a critical member of the St. Tom's campus ministry team
and will need some previous formal experience in teaching/
sharing/leading faith. For details or to apply, please send a
resume and cover letter to lisa@sttomskazoo.org

SSUUNNDDAAYY SSHHUUTTTTLLEE CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTOORR JJOOBB OOPPEENNIINNGG
Late February / Early March
• Transportation to and from Sunday evening Mass is a criti-

cal way we serve our college students. We are seeking
a coordinator and primary driver to use the church
minivan, communicate with students and drivers via text,
WhatsApp, email and in person, as well as planning the
routes.

• Must be 21 or older for insurance purposes. Must al-
ready use or be willing to learn to use WhatsApp.

For details or to apply, please email lisa@sttomskazoo.org

How can I explain what this refugee ministry means to
me? It isn't just that we help our neighbors from Syria, Af-
ghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Bangladesh,
and other places where people have fled their homes. Alt-
hough that is a big part of it. Can you imagine what it feels
like to come here not knowing the language or the customs
or any people, and having to rely on strangers for nearly
everything? WE, St. Tom's people, have provided compan-
ionship, friendly smiles, help finding furniture and household
goods, rides to ESL classes and doctor appointments, even
rides to work in some cases. We've donated needed sup-
plies to at least 15 families every month, items they cannot
buy with SNAP vouchers. We've become liaisons between
parents and schools. We've offered help figuring out how to
use the bus system, how to get library cards, how to prepare
for a drivers test. Still, this is only part of it. The ministry is also
for the people who donate time, energy, and goods. So
many have expressed their gratitude for having a concrete
way to help! For my part, I am able to focus on one thing I
can do to make a change in a few people's lives. I can't
solve all the problems I see and hear about all day long, but
I CAN DO THIS! I have met some wonderful people in the
refugee community and at St. Tom's! I have been constant-
ly awed by the generosity of both these groups! When I
think the refugee family has nothing, they offer incredible
food! They offer to shovel my driveway! When I feel like I
can't help enough, I get calls from people who have read
something in the bulletin and want to help! Sewing ma-
chines! Beds! Even an artist's easel show up out of your
generosity! This is a living example of the loaves and fishes
parable! It's the answer to the question, "Who is my neigh-
bor?" People with trucks offer to deliver large items. People
moving to smaller homes offer their furniture. My garage
looks like a department store, holding the donations that
await a new home. Again, this is not all. We are giving joy,
we are receiving joy, all in God's name!

NNEEWW RREEQQUUEESSTT FFRROOMM SSAAMMAARRIITTAASS::
A new refugee family of four just arrived from another
state. They need two twin beds and mattresses, and a
couch and chairs. Also they can use a tv, tv stand,
nightstands, end tables, lamps, storage units, chests of draw-
ers. Anything you can donate will be much appreciated!

Contact Elsie Romano, at 269-312-9076.

No M@M, Student Holy Hour, Kanley Mass,
Sunday Supper from Dec 12 through Jan 11.

There WILL be a Shuttle.
AARREE YYOOUU AA CCOOLLLLEEGGEE SSTTUUDDEENNTT
WWHHOO WWOOUULLDD LLIIKKEE AA RRIIDDEE TTOO SSUUNNDDAAYY MMAASSSS??
If so, please contact Kevin at kevin@sttomskazoo.org to get
on the list for the Sunday Shuttle.

SSOOCCIIAALLSS::
Follow us on Instagram @KalamazooCatholic or sign up for
our weekly email or GroupMe to get info on new events
first. Email Lisa@sttomskazoo.org to subscribe to our weekly
email. Our GroupMe texting group can be found here:
https://groupme.com/join_group/89335085/4QjZw0gK

mailto:frpaul@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:claire.mcswiney@att.net
mailto:lisa@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:lisa@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:kevin@sttomskazoo.org
mailto:Lisa@sttomskazoo.org
https://groupme.com/join_group/89335085/4QjZw0gK


ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC STUDENT PARISH KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN

Proverbs 14:
21 “He sins who despises the hungry; but happy is he who is kind to the poor!"

Our needy are knocking, figuratively and literally, on St. Vincent's
thrift store's door. The majority of the individuals and families
have been referred to us by other social service agencies. For
70+ years, the society has been assisting the unhoused and indi-
viduals living on the edges with clothing, hygiene products, and
household items if needed. We also assist with financial assis-
tance for utilities, eviction, relocations, and funerals.

We need your help; the requests have increased by 50% over
last year.

Thank you for everything you do for our friends in need.

SVDP Volunteers

ST. TOM’S WILL BE COLLECTING THROUGH THE MONTH OF JANUARY FOR
St. Vincent de Paul Society — St. Augustine Conference, 513 Eleanor St, Kalamazoo, MI

YYOOUU MMAAYY TTAAKKEE AA CCAARRDD FFRROOMM TTHHEE TTRREEEE OOFF WWAARRMMTTHH
IINN TTHHEE NNAARRTTHHEEXX WWHHIICCHH LLIISSTTSS AALLLL OOFF TTHHEE NNEEEEDDEEDD IITTEEMMSS

The needed items are also listed below:
New or gently used and clean Men's WARM winter coats, only winter. Sizes M-XXL
New or gently used and clean Men's sweatpants - sizes M-XXL
New CREW, WARM socks for men and women
New or gently used and clean MEN's jeans- sizes 32-44
New Boxer Briefs- Sizes M-XXL and women's underpants S-XXL
New or gently used clean backpacks, duffle bags, and suitcases on wheels

The big box stores have had good buys for winter coats.
If you would like to donate money, send it to SVDP at 513 Eleanor St, Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Register to donate with QR code or link below
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/

drive_schedule/11617143

Appointments preferred, but
walk-ins welcome as schedule permits.

STUDENT VISIT
JANUARY 13 – 20

VALERIA
Hello fellow parishioners of
St. Thomas More Student
Parish. We are writing you
today to let you know that
Valeria, a student from our
sister parish Mary Mother of

the Poor in El Salvador whose education we have been sup-
porting, will be visiting us for the week of January 13-20,
2026.
Valeria will soon be getting her degree in Food Engineering
and is excited to meet all of us in person. The Sister Parish
Ministry team has many tours and fun events planned for her
visit that speak to Food Engineering and to give her a flavor
of Kalamazoo. All of you are invited to join us for any of
these activities. Valeria will be speaking after every Mass the
weekend of January 17 and 18. She will be thanking all of
you and describing the impact your generosity has had on
her life. Please plan to spend a few minutes greeting her
after Mass so she can experience the caring and openness
that is so a part of St. Tom’s.
In addition, the Sister Parish Ministry Team will have a 50/50
raffle on January 11, 2026. Tickets can be purchased after
Mass and will be sold for $5 each or 3 for $10. All proceeds
go to support the education of High School and College
students at Mary Mother of the Poor.
Thank you again for your generosity and we will see after
Mass the weekend of January 17 and 18.

Sister Parish Ministry Team

Here at St. Tom’s in the Social Hall
Thursday, January 8, 2026

11:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

JJAANNUUAARRYY NNAATTIIOONNAALL BBLLOOOODD DDOONNOORR MMOONNTTHH

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL OF 25 UNITS

Thank you to everyone who
donated in 2025.

We collected 129 units!!

https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11617143
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11617143
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SSTT.. AAUUGGUUSSTTIINNEE BBLLUUEE MMOOOONN RRUUMMMMAAGGEE SSAALLEE –– 3300TTHH YYEEAARR!!!!!!
WHAT WE LOVE TO RECEIVE!
Thank you for your generosity! To help us serve our commu-
nity with care, we ask that all donated items be clean, gen-
tly used, and in good working condition — the kind of things
you’d be proud to give or happy to receive.
Each item is carefully selected to create a shopping experi-
ence that’s inspiring and high-quality. We aim to offer only
the best: pieces that are stylish, functional, and in great
condition! Thank you for helping us keep our standards high
and our sale beautiful!
ITEMS WE GLADLY ACCEPT:

Furniture (excluding sleeper sofas)
Baby items (excluding cribs and car seats)
Adult & children’s clothing
Sporting equipment
Small appliances
Houseware goods
Holiday and religious décor

ITEMS WE CANNOT ACCEPT:
Used water bottles
Children’s car or booster seats
Baby cribs
Carpet bundles
Filing cabinets
Large exercise equipment
Tube TVs
Sleeper sofas
Mattresses and personal pillows
Hazardous materials (e.g., paint, cleaners)
COMMUNITY DROP-OFFS ARE WELCOME BEHIND THE

FATHER CROWLEY GYMNASIUM ON
Saturday, January 16, 2026, from 9 a.m. – Noon

Sale Information (One day only):
Friday, February 27, 2026, from 1 p.m. – 8 p.m.

The Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service (CBAR) has been established to receive reports of sexual abuse and related misconduct by bishops and to relay those
reports to proper Church authorities for investigation. To make a report, visit ReportBishopAbuse.org or phone (800) 276-1562. When a report includes a crime, such as
the sexual abuse of a minor, it will also be reported to civil authorities. Otherwise, reports will be kept confidential. Anyone with any information regarding an allegation of
child abuse may contact the Office of the Attorney General through the dedicated hotline: 844-324-3374 or email: aginvestigations@michigan.gov.

MMEENN-- LLIIVVEE AA CCUURRSSIILLLLOOWWEEEEKKEENNDD Please join us!
What a great way to enhance your Lenten journey by living
a Cursillo Weekend. This 3 day “short course” in Christianity,
with Daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and presentations by
Clergy and Laity is perfect to energize your spirituality.
Men’s Cursillo Weekend
February 26-March 1, 2026 – Men’s #81 Cursillo weekend,
Amigo Center Sturgis.
Informational flyers and forms are available on our website.
https://kalamazoocursillo.com/forms

Questions? For more information contact Amy Hackman,
Pre Cursillo Coordinator, 269-625-1512,
ahackman85@yahoo.com
Deacon Andy Boyd, Rector, 260-350-8597,
dcnandyboyd@gmail.com

1133 WWEEEEKK GGRRIIEEFFSSHHAARREE PPRROOGGRRAAMM
begins on Sunday, January 4,
2026 from12:30 – 2:30 pm at
St Catherine of Siena Parish, Portage
Fee: $25.For more information or registration, go online:
www.griefshare.org OR contact Paula White, 269 330 3762
or pwhitentc@mac.com

MMIIDD--LLIIFFEE SSIINNGGLLEESS ((MMIIDD--3300SS TTOO 5500SS))
Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose & belong-
ing? Register today for a life-changing REFLECT weekend
retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, in DeWitt, MI (10
miles north of Lansing), on Jan 30-Feb 1, 2026. Take a
chance and get involved... you won't regret it! Cost is $240
for meals and a single room. Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com,
e-mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, or call (586) 770-1772
for details.

To our St. Tom’s parishioners

Words cannot express how grateful and blessed we are as a parish to have so many generous and kind
people support St. Tom’s throughout the year in an abundance of ways with your time, talent, and treasure!

Sincerely ~ Fr. Paul, Pastoral Team, and Staff

https://kalamazoocursillo.com/forms
mailto:ahackman85@yahoo.com
mailto:dcnandyboyd@gmail.com
http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:pwhitentc@mac.com
http://www.ReflectRetreat.com
mailto:reflect.michigan@gmail.com
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Consider

Remembering

Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
 please call the parish o!ce.
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