
MASS SCHEDULE  
 

Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM 
 

Weekdays 7:00 AM 
 

Saturday 8:00 AM 
 

Holy Day Mass Times 7:00 PM (vigil) 
7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 6:00 PM (on the day)  

Christ  
the King 
Parish 

1052 Pleasant Street      Worcester, MA 01602 

HOURS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Monday—Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:45 PM to 3:45 PM or please call Msgr. Sullivan  
 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
Couples planning a Christian marriage should contact  

Msgr. Sullivan following their engagement. 
 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Baptisms take place at Sunday Mass once a month. 

Please see information inside this bulletin. 
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK 
Please call Msgr. Sullivan for the Sacrament of the  

Anointing of the Sick or Holy Communion. 
 

WORSHIPING WITH US? 
We hope you introduce yourself and register in our parish. 

Please call the rectory to do so. 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Sullivan 

 
IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Richard F. Reidy, Vicar General 
 

DEACON 
Joseph M. Baniukiewicz 

 
DIRECTOR OF LITURIGICAL MUSIC 

Dr. Jonathan Bezdegian 
 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Judith L. Brennan 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Mindy A. Dulude 
 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR 
Deacon Joseph M. Baniukiewicz 

PHONES 
 

Parish Office  508-754-5361 
Parish Fax   508-753-0448 
For an emergency 508-450-2556 

 
Msgr. Sullivan: tsullivan5@mac.com 

Parish Office: mindyd1052@gmail.com 
Judith Brennan, DRE: ctkedu1052@gmail.com 

Parish website: www.ctkworc.org 
 

 



Christ the King, Worcester, MA 

 Saturday—December 19th 
 4:00PM  Mary Law (mem.) req. of her sister Eileen  
  Cofske 
Sunday—December 20th 
 7:30AM Claire McMahon (mem.) req. of family 
 9:00AM Parishioners of Christ the King 
11:00AM Ruth Terrill (mem.) req. of The Cousineau  
  Family 
Monday—December 21st 
 7:00AM Barbara Hoaglund (mem.) req. of family 
 5:30PM  Gisela Bartelmann (mem.) req. of Leo Quinn 
Tuesday—December 22nd 
 7:00AM Claire McMahon (mem.) req. of family 
Wednesday—December 23rd 
 7:00AM The Deceased Members of the Jurewicz and  
  Mayette Families 
Thursday—December 24th 
 7:00AM Rev. Matthew O’Connor (4th anniv.) req. of 
  Jack and Julie O’Connor 
Saturday—December 26th 
 8:00AM Richard Burke (mem.) req. of Jack and Diane 
  Staples 
 4:00PM  Charles and Mary Hanson (mem.) req. of  
  family 
Sunday—December 27th 
 7:30AM Catherine Warner (mem.) req. of Fran and  
  Betty Ann Warner 
 9:00AM Parishioners of Christ the King 
11:00AM Fred and Betty Domenick (mem.) req. of  
  Margaret Abboud 

REST IN PEACE 
 
Please pray for the soul of Leo N. Simard, the father of Sherry 
Hannan. 

COME TO DAILY MASS! 
 
As you can, please consider coming to our daily Masses (7:00 
am all year, and 5:30 pm this Monday-Wednesday; Satur-
days 8:00 am all year). The Mass brings many special graces! 
This week, in addition to our regular Advent weekday Masses, 
we celebrate Christmas (Friday), and the Feast of St. Stephen, 
the First Martyr (Saturday). 

BAPTISM PREP SESSIONS  
& CELEBRATIONS 

 
We continue to celebrate all requested baptisms. Each family 
celebration is separate. Please call Monsignor Sullivan to inquire 
about baptisms and discuss your hopes and arrangements - at 508
-754-5361 - or email him at: tsullivan5@mac.com. 

Welcome Father John Gavin, S.J. ! 
 
Father John Gavin, SJ, will be celebrating our 7:30 am Mass 
today. 

Weekday Evening Masses  
during this final week of Advent 

 
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of this week we will con-
tinue to offer a Mass at 5:30 pm. Please consider joining us in 
this week that leads up to Christmas. 

Extra Pre-Christmas  
Confessions This Week! 

 
Because going to confession is such an excellent preparation for 
Christmas extra times for confession will be heard Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon and evening this week ~ 
December 21, 22 and 23. The afternoon confessions will be 
heard from 3:00 to 4:00 pm each of those days. The evening 
confessions will be from 7:00 to 8:00 pm. All confessions will 
be in the Johnson Room. Please come and experience this Sac-
rament of forgiveness, healing and peace as you prepare for 
Christmas. 

Offertory Donations 
 
Thanks for your continuing donations at Mass, through the mail, 
dropping them off and online (at ctkworc.org). You can make 
donations in the foyer of the church before Mass begins in the 
large donations basket there. Ushers are not permitted to pass the 
baskets at this time. Since this bulletin had to be submitted to 
the printers on December 11th we could not report your do-
nations for the weekend of December 12-13. They will be re-
ported in the next bulletin. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve - If Tickets Remain 
 
Christmas Eve Afternoon - ‘Ticketed’ Masses will be 
offered at 3:00 pm & 5:00 pm (Maximum 200 in the 
church & 40 in the Johnson Room where telecast). 
Christmas Eve Evening - ‘Ticketed’ Mass at 8:00 pm 
(Maximum 200 in the church & 40 in the Johnson Room 
but not telecast this time) 
 
Christmas Morning - Masses at 8:00 & 10:00 am (no 
pre-registration required) 
 
If tickets remain for Christmas Eve you can register by 
calling Mindy Dulude (Monday-Wednesday only, 9:00 
am to 3:30 pm) at 508-754-5361. You will have to come 
and pick up your tickets at the rectory. 
 
For the 3 Christmas Eve Vigil Masses (only), make sure 
you tell us your: (1) Name; (2) the Mass Time you are 
choosing; and (3) the definite number of persons in your 
party. 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 

UMASS-MEMORIAL HOSPITAL VISITS  

 
Msgr. Sullivan is honored to support you and your family during 
times of illness by visiting the hospitals. NEVER DO UMASS 
OR MEMORIAL HOSPITALS PROVIDE ANY INFOR-
MATION ABOUT PATIENTS’ RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION. 
SO YOU MUST CALL US TO LET MSGR. SULLIVAN 
KNOW THAT A LOVED ONE IS IN THE HOSPITAL. Call 
AT 508-754-5361.  

Monsignor Tom’s Christmas Message 

My dear fellow parishioners, 

We all treasure our memories of Christmas. From the days of 
our youth we recall the enchanting moments of the Christmas 
story: a star blazing its path across a winter sky, angels singing 
in the night, shepherds leaving their flocks to rush to a stable, 
and above all, Mary and Joseph kneeling before their child. 
Christmas is a story unlike any other. Our hearts are filled with 
joy as we celebrate. God has sent Jesus to us! 

This is a time for us to commit ourselves to follow the star that 
leads to Jesus and to point the way for others. It is a time to 
sing the song of the angels: “Glory to God in the highest.” It is 
a time to carry tales of joy about the coming of our God. It is a 
time for evangelization.  

Above all, Christmas helps us to continue the work that Jesus 
came among us to do: feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
visit the sick and imprisoned, clothe the naked, sow seeds of 
peace, witness to God’s goodness and truth, and to seek out the 
‘least ones’ wherever they may be. 

Christmas reminds us that God has entrusted a great mission to 
us. It challenges us anew to carry the Spirit of Christ into our 
world. Let us begin. On behalf of our whole parish staff it is 
my hope that you will have a Merry Christmas and blessed, 
safe and healthy New Year! 
 

Msgr. Tom 

The Christmas Creche 
 
The origin of our Christmas creche rests with St. Francis of Assi-
si. In the year 1223, Francis, a deacon, was visiting the town of 
Grecio, Italy, to celebrate Christmas. This small town overlooked 
a beautiful valley. Francis realized that the chapel of the Francis-
can Brothers would be too small to hold the local congregation 
for Midnight Mass. So he found a niche in the rock near the town 
square and set up an altar. He prepared a manger, and brought 
hay and an ox and an ass. The people were summoned and the 
night was made glorious by many lights and psalms of praise. 
Francis stood before the manger bathed in tears and radiant with 
joy, and chanted the Holy Gospel. Then he preached to the peo-
ple, embracing an infant as he did so, and spoke of “the Babe of 
Bethlehem.” May we embrace the Babe of Bethlehem with the 
same love as St. Francis. 

Christmas Message from Bishop McManus 
 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
 
As Advent gives way to Christmas, we find ourselves in a 
continued state of waiting, longing and expectation for a 
promised vaccine. How our world has changed in a year!  
 
Last Christmas, none of us had heard of COVID-19. Since 
then our lives, jobs, recreation and worship have been 
shaped by it. COVID precautions have led to COVID-
fatigue as we long for a return to normal life.  
 
Anxious waiting and expectation for the vaccine marks and 
impacts our celebrations. Gatherings in church and at 
home will be smaller, travel truncated, carols fewer, pre-
cautions increased and parties cancelled.  
 
But Christmas is not cancelled. Our way of celebrating has 
changed, but our reason for celebrating remains the 
same. While the world awaits the arrival of a vaccine, we 
celebrate the arrival of the world’s Savior.  
 
We hope for a vaccine that for a time will ward off illness 
and death. The Divine Savior whose birth we celebrate 
gives us resurrection and reunion. We pray the vaccine will 
restore normal life on earth. The grace Christ offers prom-
ises eternal life in Heaven.  
 
For two millennia Christians throughout the world have 
celebrated Christ's birth. Many of these Christmases have 
been marked by famine, plagues and wars. Through those 
hardships and others, Christians have found in Christ the 
strength, hope and joy to persevere, endure and triumph 
over all of life's uncertainties.  
 
As we wait for the vaccine to come, let us rejoice, give 
thanks and find peace in the Savior who has already come, 
defeated sin and death and will come again to share His 
definitive triumph of eternal life.  
 
With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry 
Christmas, I remain  
 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus  
Bishop of Worcester  
 
Christmas 2020  

Monsignor Sullivan is a Notary Public 
 
Monsignor Sullivan is a notary public. Should any parishioner 
need to have a document notarized you are welcome to call 
upon him. There is no fee. Just call the rectory should you need 
this service. 



December 20, 2020 

CHRIST THE KING PRAYER LINE 
 

If you know of someone who could use our prayerful support 
please contact either Mindy at 508-754-5361 or by email at 
mindyd1052@gmail.com. 

SATURDAY CONFESSIONS 
 
Confessions are offered indoors on Saturday afternoons, from 
2:45 to 3:45 pm in the Johnson Room. You have the option of 
going to confession anonymously (behind a screen) or face-to-
face. Please wear a mask. We keep social distancing. If someone 
is in the Johnson Room ahead of you please wait until that person 
leaves the room and then enter. 

Highlights of the Week Ahead 
 
Sunday, December 20 - 4th Sunday Advent 

12:00 pm - Deadline for Giving Tree Gifts 
 
Monday, December 21 

Masses at 7:00 am & 5:30 pm 
Confessions: 3 to 4 pm; 7 to 8 pm 
 
Tuesday, December 22 

Masses at 7:00 am & 5:30 pm 
Confessions: 3 to 4 pm; 7 to 8 pm 
 
Wednesday, December 23 

Masses at 7:00 am & 5:30 pm 
Confessions: 3 to 4 pm; 7 to 8 pm 
 
Thursday, December 24 

7:00 am - Final Advent Mass 
9:00 am - Church Decorators 
‘Ticketed’ Christmas Eve Masses: 
 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm, 8:00 pm 
 
Friday, December 25 - Christmas 

Christmas Morning Masses: 
 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 
Saturday, December 26 - St. Stephen 

Masses at 8:00 am and 4:00 pm 
 
Sunday, December 27 - Holy Family 

Masses at 7 am, 9 am, 11 am 

Making Parish Donations Online 
Use: ctkworc.org 

 
Even though we’re abiding by the firmest regulations of social 
distancing ever asked, the parish is not asleep. A great deal of 
work is being conducted. During this unusual period you can 
help our parish maintain its financial obligations because they 
remain the same (staff salaries, insurances, heat, etc.). If your 
family finances are stable at this time we would ask that you 
please continue your support of the parish offertory. You can 
mail us a check or your parish offertory envelopes. Or drop them 
through the mail slot at the rectory’s front door. Or donate at 
Mass. And you can donate online. Please go to our website, ctk-
worc.org. Either click on the tab at the top of the page or the 
button in the middle of the page called ‘CTK Online Giving.’ 
There you will be able to make a donation to the parish using 
your credit card or use the “check” option to transfer funds di-
rectly from your checking account. Many thanks for your contin-
uing generosity. 

Coming to Mass… 
 
We’ve had a safe re-opening Mass experience for the past 30 
weeks. We are regularly celebrating confessions, baptisms and 
other sacraments in addition to all our Masses. Persons who are 
ill should not come to Mass at this time.  Family members may 
sit together in the same pew. With the exception of your own 
family members you must sit at least six feet apart from others. 
Social distancing is required. Every alternate pew is left empty. 
We’ve marked off those pews with tape.  All people must wear 
a mask throughout the Mass with the following exceptions...(1) 
children under the age of 2 should not wear a mask; (2) parents 
will use their own discretion for those children between the age 
of 2 and 5 years old; (3) if a person has a medical or disabling 
condition they are not required to wear a mask. 

Would You Like to Join Our Parish? 
 

Please contact Monsignor Sullivan at 508-754-5361. Or, you 
can email him at tsullivan5@mac.com and he will respond.  

FLOCKNOTES MESSAGES! 
Are you Hearing from Us? 

 
We certainly hope that you are receiving our Flocknotes messag-
es. It is the primary way that we are communicating with our 
parishioners at this time. If you are not receiving them please 
contact either Monsignor Tom Sullivan (tsullivan5@mac.com) 
or Kris Correira (krisedpa@live.com) to have your name and 
email address added to our growing list. God bless! 

Christmas Giving Tree Returns 
 
Thanks to so many for participating in our annual Giving Tree 
program. This is just a reminder that today, Sunday, December 
20, all gifts must be received by noontime at the very latest. 

TELEVISED MASSES 
 
WCCA TV, Spectrum Cable Channel 194 in Worcester now 
airs the Daily Mass from St. Paul’s Cathedral from Monday to 
Friday at 9am. WCCA TV Ch. 194 will also air the Sunday 
Mass in Spanish on Sundays at 8:00 am and the Mass in English 
at 10:00 am. All Masses will also stream live at those times at 
wccatv.com. 



  
 Christmas and St. John’s Prologue 
 
 

One magnificent passage is found in the beginning of St. John’s Gospel heard on Christmas morning. The essential meaning 
of Christmas is contained in his beautifully crafted lines. 
 
It starts, “In the beginning was the WORD…” St. John is telling us that the story he will unfold is the tale of a new creation, 
a new beginning. The WORD, he tells us, was not only with God from the beginning, but indeed was God. God, the perfect 
creator of the universe, is able to speak himself in one great WORD, the whole of his being. This is why we say that Jesus is 
“God from God, Light from Light, True God from True God.” Then we hear that through this WORD “all things came to 
be.” The WORD of God is nothing other than the mind of God.  
 
Next, we are told of a “man sent by God” whose name was John. The Baptist came, St. John tells us, “as a witness to speak 
for the light,” for he was not, himself, the light. God had sent messengers many times before. All of them were witnesses to 
the light. But the one to whom the Baptist bears witness is not one of many bearers of the Word but the WORD himself.  
 
“He was in the world that had its being through him, and the world did not know him.” Here we find the whole tragedy of 
sin. But then comes the good news: “To those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God.” A human be-
ing can become something higher through God’s power. God became human so that humans might participate in the divine 
nature. We can become children of God because God reached down to us and became one of us. 
 
The entire prologue comes to its climax with the phrase, “the WORD was made flesh and lived among us.” Real Christians 
know that the WORD of God took to himself a human nature and thereby elevated all of matter and made it a sign of the di-
vine presence. When we say the WORD “lived among us” we literally mean God “pitched his tent among us.” In the flesh of 
Jesus, God has established his “tabernacle” among us. What great news for us at Christmas! 


