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Rosary: Weekdays – 9.30am (unless Funeral) 

Exposition: Weekdays – 9.30am (unless Funeral) 

 Thursday – 6.20pm 
 
Fatima Devotion: First Saturday after Morning Mass 
 

Mass times: Saturday Vigil – 5.00pm 

 Sunday – 10.00am, 12.00noon & 5.30pm 

 

 Weekdays (Mon-Wed, Fri, Sat) -10.00am 

       (Thur) – 7pm 

 

Confession: Thursday – 6.20-6.50pm 

  Saturday – 9.20-9.50am, 4.20-4.50pm  

 

 

  

  
 

Please scan the QR code if you wish to 
make an electronic donation to 

 St. Charles Parish 

Second Collection 
Many thanks for your contributions to the second collection 
for the Building Fund last weekend. The amount raised was 
£668.00. This weekend the second collection is also for the 
Building Fund. Thank you for all the donations and financial 
support you give to the parish. 

 

A Message from St Charles’ SSVP 
St Charles’ SSVP would like to thank 

everyone for the tremendous support shown 
to them by parishioners and friends over the 

past year - the response has been truly 
magnificent. 

 
 

At this time, we would like to wish 
you all a very happy and holy 

Christmas and every blessing for 
the coming year. 

 

 

 
Sincere thanks to everyone who helped and supported our 
Mini Christmas Bazaar in any way last weekend. We raised 
£1,037.00. 
 

 

 

Bambinelli Sunday 
Bambinelli Sunday is celebrated on 
the Third Sunday of Advent. On 
that day children gather with their 
families in St. Peter's Square and 
bring figures of the Christ Child 

from their family's Nativity scene. During the noontime 
Angelus prayer, Pope Francis blesses the children and the 
figurines they have brought. 
This Sunday, at the 10.00am Mass, we invite the children 
to bring along their figures of the Baby Jesus to be 
blessed. Figures of the Baby Jesus will be available for 
those who don’t have one. 

Our Christmas Mass Times  
Saturday, 23rd December: 10.00am & 5.00pm 
Sunday, 24th December: 10.00am & 12.00noon 
 
Christmas Eve (Christmas Masses)  
 Nativity from 4.30pm 
 Mass at 5.00pm 
 Mass at 7.00pm 
Christmas Day: Mass at 10.00am and 11.30am 
 
Boxing Day: Mass at 7.00pm 
 No morning Mass 
Saturday, 30th December: 10.00am and 5.00pm 
Sunday, 31st December: 10.00am; 12 noon; 5.30pm 
Monday, 1st January: Mass at 12 noon 
Tuesday, 2nd January:  Mass at 7.00pm 
 No morning Mass 
 
 

Sunday, 17th December 2023  I  The Third Sunday of Advent (B) 



Carols in the Cathedral 
Join Bishop John Keenan and 
the Diocesan Choir for the 
annual Carol Service in St Mirin’s 
Cathedral at Wednesday, 27th 
December at 2.30pm. 

 

Mass Obligation 
The bishops recently sent out a gentle reminder that over 
next weekend there are two separate obligations: for 
Sunday Mass and for Christmas Mass. May this be a time of 
grace for all of us and for our families. 
 

Think Vocation 
God gives you a mission.  How will you respond?  Rejoice in 
the Spirit who is at work in you. (Isaiah 61: 1-2, 10-11). If 
you think God is calling you to be a priest, please 
contact our Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr. John 
Morrison Tel: 0141 889 5056 or email 
vocations@rcdop.org.uk. 
 

Young Adults 
The ‘Christ in the Covenants’ series continues with a talk 
from Fr Paul Denney, who will explore God’s covenant with 
Moses. Aged 18-35? Come along to learn more about the 
Faith and to meet other young Catholics. The talk begins at 
7.00pm in the diocesan office on Wednesday, 10th January. 
It will end with adoration and Benediction, followed by an 
opportunity to socialise in a local bar. Email Fr Ryan 
(ryan.black@rcdop.org.uk) for more information, and to be 
added to the WhatsApp group. 
 

Catholic Families for Life 
You can now download the first issue of a newsletter from 
the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland's Commission for 
Marriage, Family & Life. Download your copy here: 
www.marriagefamilyandlife.org.uk. 
 

SCIAF Israel-Palestine Emergency Appeal 
Ongoing conflict in the Holy Land, particularly the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, is causing unimaginable fear and  
suffering.  Through the global Caritas network, SCIAF is working 
with local organisations to act as soon as possible.  Your donation 
will provide emergency support to those most in need.  Gaza is 
one of the most densely populated areas in the world and its 
residents have no way to leave Gaza, and are running out of food, 
water, and safe shelter.  Please donate to our funds for essential 
support to the families in urgent need by following the 
link:  https://www.sciaf.org.uk/get-involved/appeals/579-israeli-

palestinian-emergency-appeal  
 

Start the New Year in a new role - ARCH 
Are you passionate about helping those struggling after 
abortion? Abortion Recovery Care & Helpline (ARCH) is 
employing a full-time Operations Administrator to join our 
team based in Glasgow. To find out more about us and the 
work we do at ARCH please go to:  
www.archtrust.org.uk   Contact Louise for an application 
pack: louise@archtrust.org.uk. 
Closing date: 18th December. Part-time requests will be 
considered if two promising candidates match shared 
availability. 
 

 
 
I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make straight 

the way of the Lord,’ as Isaiah the prophet said. 
John 1:23 

 
The readings for the 3rd Sunday in Advent Year B (Gaudete 
Sunday) encourage us to rejoice because our salvation is 
near. The first reading foreshadows the coming of the 
Messiah, the anointed one. 
The psalm is the Magnificat - "My soul rejoices in my God." 
The second reading encourages us to rejoice, pray, and give 
thanks. And in the gospel John the Baptist tells the priests 
that he is not the Christ, but that the Messiah is coming. 
 
First Reading - Isaiah 61:1-2A, 10-11 
Anointed by God, I am sent to bring hope to the poor, heal 
the broken-hearted, and proclaim freedom. Clothed in 
salvation, I joyfully await God's justice to flourish globally. 
 
Responsorial Psalm - Luke 1 
My soul magnifies the Lord, rejoicing in God my Saviour. He 
has blessed me, His humble servant, and shown mercy 
across generations, fulfilling His promise with compassion. 
 
RESPONSE: My soul rejoices in my God. 
 
Second Reading - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray ceaselessly, and give thanks in all 
situations. Embrace the Spirit, discern truth, and avoid evil. 
May God sanctify you wholly for Christ's return, fulfilling His 
promise. 
 
Gospel - John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Sent by God, John the Baptist testified to the coming Light, 
making clear he was not the Christ, Elijah, nor the Prophet. 
Questioned by Jewish leaders, he identified himself as the 
voice prophesied by Isaiah, preparing the way for the Lord. 
Despite his significant role, John humbly acknowledged the 
greater one to follow, whose sandals he felt unworthy to 
untie 
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