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The Pastor Jots It Down

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes,

Greetings and Best Wishes for a Happy and Blessed Month of October!

October	is	a	very	special	month	for	Catholics.		It	is	Respect	Life	Month	with	this	first	Sunday	of	October	being	
celebrated	as	Respect	Life	Sunday.	It	is	also	the	Month	of	the	Holy	Rosary	when	we	celebrate	the	Feast	of	the	Most	Holy	
Rosary this Wednesday, October 7th.		It	is	also	the	Month	of	the	Missions,	when	we	celebrate	World	Mission	Sunday	two	
weeks	from	now	on	Sunday,	October	18th.

Respect Life Month
	 	 Holy	Mother	Church	teaches	that	all	 life	must	be	respected	from	the	
moment	of	conception	to	the	moment	of	natural	death.		The	Church	values	
and teaches respect for life in all its moments for all people. Both saints and 
sinners are made in the image and likeness of God.  We all have sinned, 
but	God	doesn’t	stop	loving	us.	He	keeps	us	in	existence	and	supports	us	to	
the	moment	of	natural	death	hoping	that	we	will	accept	His	Love	and	live	
according to His commands.

I	and	my	sister,	Christine,	are	most	grateful	for	the	Church’s	teaching	and	respect	for	life,	and	my	mother’s	
adherence	to	the	teachings	of	the	Church	in	the	face	of	possible	death.		After	safely	birthing	six	children,	my	mother’s	
doctor	recommended	that	she	abort	#	7	and	#	8.		Against	advice,	my	mother	relying	on	her	faith	in	God	and	Our	Lady,	
had	both	my	sister,	Christine	and	me,	by	caesarean	section.		Both	of	us	survived,	as	well	as	Mom.		Today	my	sister	is	a	
registered	nurse	and	I	am	a	Salesian	Priest.

In	the	November	elections,	besides	the	usual	elections,	there	will	be	a	vote	on	an	amendment	to	the	Louisiana	
Constitution,	called	the	Love	Life	Amendment.

The	Love Life Amendment does two main things –

1. Places	our	long-standing	Louisiana	pro-life	ethic	in	our	Louisiana	Constitution;	and

2. Ensures	that	state	courts,	whether	now	or	when	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	overturns	Roe	v.	Wade,
cannot	establish	a	“right	to	abortion”	or	the	tax	funding	of	abortion	in	Louisiana.

I	encourage	everyone	who	is	eligible	to	vote,	to	vote	on	this	important	Respect	Life	Issue.

Month of the Holy Rosary

The recitation of the rosary is a most powerful spiritual practice both for the individual and for the family.

Some	possible	practices	to	honor	Our	Lady	this	month	and	
seek	the	blessings	she	promises	through	the	recitation	of	the	rosary:

1. Daily	Personal	Recitation	of	the	Rosary
2. Daily Family Recitation of the Rosary

(If	not	the	whole	rosary,	at	least	1	decade)
3. Praying the Rosary with friends and/or neighbors
4. Praying	the	Rosary	individually	or	preferably	as	a	family	on

the Feast of the Holy Rosary this Wednesday, October 7th

5. Carrying	your	rosary	in	your	pocket	or	purse

Month of the Missions … more on that to come later.

God	loves	you!
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the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel” 
(EV 2, emphasis added).

In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St. 
John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats 
against human life, from poverty and malnutrition 
to murder and war. He places particular emphasis, 
however, on threats to life at its beginning and end—
precisely when it is most in need of protection. In 
modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and 
those approaching the end of their lives are certainly 
among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation. 
Practices such as abortion and assisted suicide 
tragically reject the truth that human life is always to 
be cherished and defended with loving concern. 

As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of 
Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us 
reflect on how we personally live out the Gospel: 
Do I talk about and act towards others as I would 
talk about and treat Jesus himself ? Do I inform 
myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the 
civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support 
and advocate for laws and policies that protect and 
defend human life? Do I help pregnant and parenting 
mothers in need? Am I ready to support a loved one 
nearing death?

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and 
courageously live his Gospel of life.

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote 
that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving 
message to the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking 
on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing 
his very life for our redemption, Christ reveals the 
profound dignity of every human person. This God-
given dignity does not change with our stage of life, 
abilities, level of independence, or any other varying 
circumstance.

Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of 
us is made in the image and likeness of God, created 
to share in the very life of God himself. The human 
person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a 
sign of his presence, a trace of his glory” (EV 34). 
And we must reflect this truth in how we act and 
how we treat one another. 

The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation 
of who we are as followers of Christ. In his earthly 
life, Jesus provided the perfect model for how we are 
to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: 
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40). 

Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a 
person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV 
87). The Gospel of life is intrinsic to the whole 
Christian life and foundational to the decisions we 
make on a daily basis. For, “the Gospel of God’s love 
for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and 

LIVE THE GOSPEL OF LIFE

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities  |  usccb.org/prolife

fb.com/usccbrespectlife @usccbprolife @ProjectRachel @walkingwithmoms

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the 
Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, 
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. iStock.com/ monkeybusinessimages. Models used for illustrative pur-
poses only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

“to imitate Christ and follow in his footsteps”
The Gospel of Life 51
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Sister Agnes Walsh, a Daughter of Charity, is remembered for her heroism in France during World 
War II. In 1943, when France was occupied by German Nazis, the search for Jews began. In the face 
of grave peril, Sister Agnes convinced her mother superior to open their convent and offer refuge to a 
Jewish family. The sisters did the right, but very challenging, thing when many would have told them 
to take the easy way out.

Most of us won't face the extreme circumstances these women faced, but we all have our own 
challenges. What do I do if my boss gives me a task I believe is wrong? How do I make ethical 
decisions about medical treatment in times of serious illness?

In the life of following Jesus Christ, both great heroes and ordinary saints alike need the same thing: 
a well-formed conscience.

What is conscience?
God	creates	us	with	a	capacity	to	know	and	love	him,	and	we	have	a	natural	desire	to	seek	the	truth	about	him.	
Fortunately,	we	don't	search	for	God	unaided;	indeed,	he	calls	us	to	himself	and	writes	his	law	on	our	hearts	to
help	us	draw	closer	to	him.

Conscience	helps	us	hear	the	voice	of	God;	it	helps	us	recognize	the	truth	about	God	and	the	truth	about	how	we	
ought	to	live.	Conscience	is	"a	judgment	of	reason"	by	which	we	determine	whether	an	action	is	right	or	wrong.

Jesus	told	the	apostles,	"If	you	love	me,	you	will	keep	my	commandments"	(John	14:15).	
We	deepen	our	relationship	with	God	by	following	him,	and	in	doing	so,	we	become	more	fully	ourselves.

Importance of a Well-Formed Conscience
Have	you	ever	made	a	decision	that	turned	out	badly,	but	if	you	had	more	information	beforehand,	you	would	have	
made	a	better	decision?	Sometimes,	we	may	have	the	best	of	intentions	to	do	good,	but	choose	an	action	that	is,	in	
itself, wrong.

For	example,	think	of	learning	a	new	language.	We	can	only	speak	with	the	language	we	have,	and	if	we	have	not	
received	good	education	in	vocabulary	and	grammar,	we	will	communicate	poorly,	and	others	will	not	understand	us.	
It is similar with conscience.

If	our	conscience	isn't	well-formed,	we	aren't	well-equipped	to	determine	right	from	wrong.	All	of	us	have	the	
personal	responsibility	to	align	our	consciences	with	the	truth	so	that,	when	we	are	faced	with	the	challenges	of	daily	
life,	our	consciences	can	help	guide	us	well.

How to Form Our Consciences
Wherever	we	are	on	our	journey	with	Christ,	we	can	grow	deeper	with	him	by	continuing	the	work	of	forming	our	
consciences	well,	so	that	we	may	follow	him	ever	more	closely.	Although	not	a	complete	list,	these	suggestions	can	
help	us	as	we	seek	to	inform	and	strengthen	our	consciences	with	God's	truth.

Pro-Life  Activities

UNDERSTANDING CONSCIENCE
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1. Pray
Through	prayer	and	participation	in	the	sacraments,	especially	Confession	and	the	Eucharist,	we	encounter	the	living	
God.	Spending	time	with	the	Lord,	such	as	in	silent	adoration,	opens	our	hearts	to	him.	In	drawing	closer	to	the	Lord,	
we	allow	God's	grace	to	conform	our	minds	and	hearts	to	Christ,	so	that	we	might	better	discern	in	every	moment	how	
we	ought	to	act.

2. Learn
Without	a	foundational,	practical	formation,	it	is	difficult	for	our	consciences	to	guide	us	well	in	concrete	situations.	
As	Catholics,	we	have	the	immense	gift	of	the	teaching	authority	of	the	Catholic	Church	and	can	turn	to	it	for	help	
forming	our	consciences.	For	example,	learning	about	Christian	moral	principles,	reading	the	Catechism	of	the	
Catholic	Church,	or	researching	what	the	Church	says	about	a	challenging	teaching	will	help	us	grow	in	knowledge	of	
the	truth.	In	turn,	this	helps	us	understand	a	little	more	how	to	live	in	a	way	that	leads	to	our	true	happiness.

3. Reflect
We	are	formed	by	the	stories	we	hear	and	tell.	We	may	be	uncertain	how	we	ought	to	respond	to	various	challenges	
as	followers	of	Jesus,	but	there	are	many	saints	who	have	faced	similar	questions	throughout	the	ages.	Immersing	
ourselves	in	the	stories	of	holy	women	and	men	can	encourage	us	and	help	us	develop	habits	of	mind	that	allow	us	to	
grow.	Stories	help	us	hone	our	instincts.

4. Nurture friendships
A	life	of	following	Jesus	is	exceedingly	difficult	without	help	from	a	community.	When	we	devote	energy	to	holy	
friendships with people who are also trying to know, love, and serve the Lord, we gain partners who can lighten the 
load.	Conversation	with	other	Christians	about	how	to	respond	to	challenges	in	the	life	of	discipleship	are	vital.

Two Challenges
A	couple	challenges	we	may	face	in	following	our	consciences	are	worth	noting.

1. Indifference
When	we	are	bombarded	with	news,	images,	stories,	and	sound	bites,	it's	easy	to	become	numb	to	other	people	and	
the	world	around	us.	Conscience	requires	us	to	be	attentive.	We	must	listen	to	God,	who	speaks	to	us.	Having	a	well-
formed	conscience	doesn't	mean	we	have	all	the	answers	to	the	complex	problems	in	the	world,	but	it	does	mean	that	
we	are	sensitive	to	the	needs	and	struggles	of	other	people.

2. Coercion
Increasingly,	we	are	seeing	that	certain	groups	use	the	power	of	the	media	and	even	of	the	state	to	coerce	people	to	
violate	their	consciences.	We	can	see	how	unjust	these	types	of	actions	are	that	insist	that	popular	opinion,	rather	than	
conscience,	should	be	our	primary	guide	for	action.

Our Response
Inspired	by	the	example	of	Sister	Agnes	Walsh	and	her	mother	superior,	let	us	devote	ourselves	anew	to	following	
wherever	the	Lord	leads.	Let	us	take	courage	from	their	example	of	faith	and,	when	facing	our	own	trials,	remember	
what	Jesus	promised	his	apostles	before	ascending	into	heaven:	"Behold,	I	am	with	you	always,	until	the	end	of	the	
age"	(Matthew	28:20).	Be	not	afraid;	God	is	with	us.

©2020 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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Mass Book Opening
	 There	 are	 several	 changes	 for	 booking	 2021	Masses.		
Due	 to	 the	Parish	Office	remaining	closed	 to	 the	public	
we	ask	for	your	understanding	and	cooperation.		We	will	
begin	scheduling		Masses	on	the	1st	of	October.

	 Please	 submit	 your	 requested	 dates	 on	 paper,	 mark	
your	 envelope	 “Masses”	 and	 drop	 	 in	 the	 collection	
basket,	mail	to	the	office	at	600	Second	Ave.,	Harvey,	LA	
70058	 or	 drop	 off	 in	 the	mailbox	 on	 the	 gate.	We	will	
make	every	effort	to	provide	you	with	your	chosen	dates.	
Please	provide	your	phone	number	and/or	email	address.	
You	will	be	contacted	in	the	event	your	selection	cannot	
be accommodated.

	 You	should	also	include	your	date	requests	for	Lamps	
and	Altar	Wine	 along	with	your	Mass	 intentions.	Since	
Lamps	and	Altar	Wine	are	single	intentions	they	will	be	
on	 a	 first	 come,	 first	 served	 basis.	 Please	 submit	 your	
requests	as	soon	as	possible.

	 Donation	is	due	at	the	time	you	submit	your	dates	for	
Masses.	However,	if	you	are	not	sure	of	the	amount,	the	
Parish	 Office	 will	 calculate	 the	 amount	 and	 call	 you.	
Following	is	a	list	of	prices	to	aid	in	your	calculation.

Masses
	 The	customary	donation	for	a	stipended	Mass	is	$5.00,	
however,	if	you	care	to	give	a	more	substantial	donation,	
it	would	be	a	real	blessing	for	the	Church.	
	 The	 $5.00	 stipend	 is	 per	 individual	 per	 Mass	 –		
exceptions	are:
1. Husband	and	wife		is	considered	one	(1)	and
2. Combined families, i.e., Smith & Jones Families

deceased	is	also	considered	one	(1).

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Beatrice & Sam Zappulla, Sr. & Sam, Jr.

BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Beatrice & Sam Zappulla, Sr. & Sam, Jr.

ALTAR WINE
is given in memory of

Claude Zeringue

We ask for your prayers

Lamps and Altar Wine
Offering	for	Lamps	and	Altar	Wine	are	as	follows:

Sanctuary	Lamp	 $10.00
Blessed	Mother’s	Lamp	 $10.00
Altar	Wine	 $10.00

Flowers
	 At	the	present	time,	Altar	Flowers	will	only	be	ordered	
if	a	parishioner	 requests,	and	pays	 for	 them.	The	prices	
stated	are	the	actual	amounts	we	pay;	the	parish	does	not	
make	 any	 money	 on	 flowers.	 Flowers	 can	 represent	 a	
special dedication for a Celebration of Life Event, i.e., a 
Birthday	or	Anniversary,	etc.,	or	in	Memory	of	a	deceased	
loved one. 

Current	prices	for	Altar	Flowers	are:
 Main Altar 
  (2 arrangements flanking Tabernacle):	 $70.00
Offertory 

   (1 larger arrangement in front of Altar):	 $60.00
 Blessed Mother’s Altar

(a small bud vase or similar arrangement):	 $25.00

 The	ProPopulo	Mass	 for	 parishioners	will	 be	 offered	
this	year	every	Saturday	morning	at	8:00	a.m.	and	on	all	
Holy Days.

	 Multiple	Mass	intentions	are	available	at	4:00	p.m.	on	
Saturday	and	10:30	a.m.	Sunday.	At	the	present	time	the	
8:00	a.m.	Mass	on	Sunday	will	be	a	single	intention	Mass	
(only	one	per	deceased	individual	per	year).

	 If	you	have	any	questions	please	call	the	Parish	Office	
at	340-1962.

From	October	1-7
please pray for
Abbie Nolan

Abbie	is	currently	a	Salesian	Lay	
Missioner in New Rochelle, NY. 

October	1	marked	the	20th	anniversary	of	the	canonization
of	the	first	Salesian	Missionary	Martyrs:

St. Louis Versiglia and St. Callistus Caravario!
May	we	continue	to	celebrate	and	encourage	the	

missionary vocation and spirit of missionary discipleship.
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Announcements
Your contributions 

for the week of September 6:	 $3,406.00
For the week of September 13:	 $2,178.00
For the week of September 20: $2,876.00
For the week of September 27:	 $4,900.00
Second Collection – Parish Maintenance:	 $			485.00
May	the	Lord	bless	your	sacrifice.

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
8:00a.m.	Armbruster	&	Brown	Families	deceased
4:00p.m.	Vincent	Baldassaro,	Jr.;		Fr.	Jon	Parks,	SDB	

Carmen	&	Charles	Austin
Troy	Dean	Williams	II,					L.J.	Berger
Tibby	&	Iris	Thibodeaux	&	Rodney	Wilcox
Philip J., Philip D. & Michael Saladino
Estanislao	&	Maria	Ana	Gongora
Juan	B.	&	Marcela	Rodriguez
Craig & Raymond LeBlanc
Beatrice	&	Sam	Zappulla,	Sr.	&	Sam,	Jr.
Hilton	Lirette,		Rosemary	Savona	Aucoin	
Alexis	Vicari	Beverly	Vicari
Pearl	Thibodeaux,		Souls	In	Purgatory
Wayne	Oubre,			Roy	Gros

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
	 8:00a.m.	All	Parishioners	Living	&	Deceased
10:30a.m.	Carlos	Savona,   Laura	Rodrigue

Donald	‘Dooley’	Euvino,	T-Van	Falgout
Agnes	&	Sidney	Rotolo,		Ronnie	LaGrange
Sandy	&	Garin	Hernandez
Kevin	Fitzhenry,		Gary	Pratt,	
Yves	‘Vessie’	Bourgeois,		Earl	A.	Danos,	Sr.
Byron	S.	LeJeune,	Lee	Roy	Quebedeaux		
Matthew	Rodrigue,			Rodney	Isemann

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
	 7:00a.m.	Grossman,	Weinstock	&	Lewis	deceased
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 
		7:00a.m.	Kathleen	&	Karen	VanMeerveld
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
	 7:00a.m.	Mike	Adams
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
	 7:00a.m.	Steve	&	Tommy	Blanchard
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
	 7:00a.m.	Mike	Adams
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10
8:00a.m.	Steve	Tassin
4:00p.m.	Vincent	Baldassaro,	Jr.;		

Charles	Miller,	Jr.;		Carmen	&	Charles	Austin
Timmy	LeBlanc,		Andrew	&	Joyce	LeBlanc
Jimmy	&	Betty	Tujaque,		Hilton	Lirette
Sylvia	&	Chester	Hanks,	Souls	in	Purgatory
Mae & Dannie Plaisance
Margie Montet & Special Intentions
Shayna Catherine Cline
Tony	Phillips,		Warren	Adlis,		Darryl	Lanasa
Alexis	Vicari	&	Beverly	Vicari
Rosemary	Savona	Aucoin
Wayne	Oubre,			Joann	Mahler

MASS FOR THE LIVING: 
Anne,	William,	Thomas	&	Marguerite	Behette

MASS FOR HEALING:	Brady	&	Grayson	Hernandez	
Colleen Martin, Cody Parks, Jonathan Cline
Jackie	Morvant	Bush,	Marlene	Babin

SPECIAL MASS: Conversion of Sinners

Second Collection:	 The	 Second	 Collection	 for	 Parish	
Maintenance	had	to	be	moved	from	Oct.	18	due	to	World	
Mission	 Sunday.	The	 collection	will	 be	 taken	 up	 at	 all	
Masses	next	weekend	–	October 10th & 11th. Please be 
as	generous	as	possible.

Westbank High School of Religion
		The	first	class	is	on	Saturday,	October	10th	at	9am	at	

St.	Cletus.		Class	will	end	at	12		noon.

St. John Bosco/St. Rosalie Parishes
Religious Education Program

	 	 Classes	are	Monday	nights	from	6:30	until	7:30	p.m.		
We	 meet	 in	 the	 classrooms	 next	 to	 the	 main	 building.		
There	is	a	$25	registration	fee	per	student.		We	invite	you	
to	pass	this	along	to	your	family,	friends,	and	neighbors.		
We	 are	 looking	 forward	 to	working	with	 you	 and	 your	
family. Classes begin Monday, October 5, 2020 at 
6:30pm.	 Parent	 meeting	 with	 Fr.	 Mark	 on	 Monday, 
October 12, 2020	beginning	at	6:30	p.m.

Confirmation Class
	 	 Any	high	school	junior	of	senior	interested	in	making	
their	 confirmation	 must	 attend	 classes	 as	 mandated	 by	
the	Archdiocese	of	New	Orleans.	Classes	begin	October 
5th at 6:00 p.m.	in	St.	Rosalie	Church	with	a	parent	and	
student	meeting.

R.C.I.A.
  If	you	have	been	baptized	Catholic	and	have	not	made	
your	First	Communion	or	Confirmation	 and	would	 like	
to	prepare	for	either;	or	if	you	are	interested	in	becoming	
Catholic	 you	 should	 attend	 the	 R.C.I.A.	 program.	
Catholics	 interested	 in	 learning	 more	 about	 their	 faith	
are welcome, too. Class is upstairs	 in	 the	Parish	Center	
on	Sunday	from	9:00	-	10:15	a.m.	No	prior	 registration	
necessary. 

St. Rosalie Catholic Church
600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor
Fr. George Hanna, SDB – Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars
Kevin Steel, Deacon

Parish Office:  Phone 340-1962  Fax 340-1546
St. Rosalie School Office:  341-4342  Fax  347-0271

Mrs. Caren Creppel, Principal
YOUTH MINISTRY

Colleen Arbour & Matthew LaGrange, Coordinators
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