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The Pastor Jots It Down

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Churches and School,

  God’s peace and love be with you! May you reciprocate God’s love for you in your love for Him and 
for your family, friends, neighbors, colleagues and fellow students. 

Last week’s column ended with the following paragraph:
  Remember that one of the most powerful things that we can do to change ourselves and the 
world is to attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Not just Sunday Mass but weekday Mass as well.  
If attending daily Mass is a sacrifice, know that the sacrifice endured makes it even more powerful 
in God’s sight.

Yes, I believe most of us must at times admit that we bemoan the way the state of things is today. But 
the question is: Do we just sit back whine and do we find it a call for us to get engaged and do something 
to change ourselves and the world.

Change is never easy. Even simple changes many people find difficult.

Some thoughts about Change:
Is change in life good?
Without change, things stay the same and ultimately will stagnate and die. Without change, there 
is no adventure in life. It takes much more energy and effort to resist change than it does to accept 
it. It's much easier to embrace change than to fight it.  
  From: https://www.allankarl.com/everything-must-change20-reasons-why-change-is-
  good/?doing_wp_cron=1613501381.4015769958496093750000 

Why is change so hard to accept?
People resist change because they believe they will lose something of value, or fear they will 
not be able to adapt to the new ways. It's a significant change to their routine, which is deeply 
emotional because it threatens their level of safety and security.  
  From: https://www.liquidplanner.com/blog/why-is-organizational-change-so-hard/ 

Why do we struggle to change?
Because of our drive for consistency and our attachment to habits, humans have a psychological 
response to change. When faced with change, we can have a range of feelings from hope and 
excitement to anxiety and anger, sometimes all at once. 
  From: https://www.brittandreatta.com/3-reasons-why-youre-struggling-with-change/ 

  I do believe that there are many people in our parishes who could attend daily Mass. It is the greatest 
possible prayer that can be offered where we are present with Jesus at the Last Supper, at his Agony in the 
Garden, in his Suffering and Death on the Cross, and in his glorious Resurrection. 
  Attending daily Mass and being with Him in those great moments of His life will bring about 
changes in our life, and in the life of the world.
  For those who are able, are your ready to take up the challenge of attending daily Mass, possibly 
once, several times, or even daily?

Guaranteed daily Mass will have an impact on our life and the life of the world.

God loves you!
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Christian humanism begins with the assertion that each 
person is created in the image and likeness of God with 
innate dignity and free choice.  The principle believes that 
human nature, while wounded, retains a natural orientation 
to God.  By nature, human beings are drawn to cooperate 
with God’s grace.  Despite the fall of humankind, which 
resulted from free choice, God nonetheless reached into 
the heart of creation and offered redemption through the 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  

God gives to each person grace to freely participate in 
his or her own salvation.  He desires that each person 
be drawn into union for which he or she was created.  
Everyone is called to respond.  Their deepest vocation is 
to realize their fullest capacity for the love of God.

St. Francis’ famous phrase, “I am as human as anyone 
could possibly be,” suggests that in his mind his very 
humanity was in fact the vessel, which could contain 
the miracle of the divine life.  In the Salesian world, to 
be human means to have a deep interest in all that is 
human—especially in the affections, in people’s hearts.  
Whatever is deeply personal and most heartfelt is the stuff 
of Salesian Spirituality.  

Here are some practical Salesian ways to maintain an upbeat spirit:

– Bloom where you are planted.  “The grass is not always greener in somebody else’s yard.”  Life will 
always be filled with challenges.  Do you best to admit this and decide to be happy in the here and now.

– “Let us be who we are and be that well.”  Give your best effort to being yourself and you will learn to 
accept people for who they are, where they are, and how they are.

– Be a doer and not a reactor.  Set boundaries by beginning with the end in mind (to know where you are 
going helps you better understand where you are).

–  Before retiring turn over your day to God and when you get up in the morning – start each day anew.

–  Be a more loving person – practice random acts of kindness for a single act of kindness can set a series 
of kind acts in motion.

– Maintain a sense of humor.  Once I went to see the movie “Mama Mia” and while watching the moving 
two ladies were having a passionate conversation in front of me.  When I said to them, “I cannot hear!” 
with a bit of attitude, one replied, “I should hope not – we are having a private conversation here.”  I was 
taking myself too seriously and needed to lighten up a bit – I learned that night to laugh at myself.

When we are “as human as anyone could possibly by,” we take a deep interest in all that is human. In 
so doing, we can live our daily lives with an upbeat spirit. The six suggestions above are not incredibly 
challenging to perform, but they can result in incredibly positive encounters with ourselves and others!

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    By Fr. Ed Ogden, OSFS

The Optimism of Salesian Spirituality
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 Matt can be considered the patron of men and women 
struggling with alcoholism. He was born in Dublin, where 
his father worked on the docks and had a difficult time 
supporting his family. After a few years of schooling, Matt 
obtained work as a messenger for some liquor merchants; 
there he began to drink excessively. For 15 years – until 
he was almost 30 – Matt was an active alcoholic.
  One day he decided to take “the pledge” for three 

months, make a general confession and begin to attend daily Mass. There is evidence that Matt’s first seven 
years after taking the pledge were especially difficult. Avoiding his former drinking places was hard. He 
began to pray as intensely as he used to drink. He also tried to pay back people from whom he had borrowed 
or stolen money while he was drinking.
  Most of his life Matt worked as a builder’s laborer. He joined the Secular Franciscan Order and began 
a life of strict penance; he abstained from meat nine months a year. Matt spent hours every night avidly 
reading Scripture and the lives of the saints. He prayed the rosary conscientiously. Though his job did not 
make him rich, Matt contributed generously to the missions.
  After 1923, his health failed, and Matt was forced to quit work. He died on his way to church on Trinity 
Sunday. Fifty years later, Pope Paul VI gave him the title venerable. His Liturgical Feast Day is June 19.

Reflection:
  In looking at the life of Matt Talbot, we may easily focus on the later years when he had stopped 
drinking for some time and was leading a penitential life. Only alcoholic men and women who have stopped 
drinking can fully appreciate how difficult the earliest years of sobriety were for Matt.
He had to take one day at a time. So do the rest of us.
  From: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/venerable-matt-talbot 

Prayer
Lord, you give us the example of Venerable Matt Talbot 
as a man who seemed completely lost and beyond your grace. 
In a single moment, you pierced his heart and changed his mind, 
leading him back to you. Jesus, I pray for this same conversion 
and transformation for all those suffering from addictions of any sort 
in your perfect will and timing and for your greater glory. Amen.

Venerable Matt Talbot
May 2, 1856 – June 7, 1925

The Patron Saint of:
Alcoholics

Those Recovering from Substance Abuse and Addictions
Those Seeking Sobriety in Their Lives
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Scripture, Witness 
Missionary Discipleship
When encouraging others to study the Scriptures, the most effective witness is to describe 
what the word of God has meant in your own life. When we give witness, we offer an 
invitation to see what God has in store for each of us.

• Using the Scriptures for personal prayer and reflection can deeply transform a 
person’s attitudes and approach to life. The word of God can challenge us, console us, 
convict us, and motivate us. It can remind us of our own dignity as a son or daughter of 
God. It helps us to know God better and to know ourselves better in relationship to our 
Creator and Redeemer.

• Bible study is for people who face the ordinary struggles and routines we find in 
marriage, family, and work. Too many people delay studying Scripture until their 
lives are calmer and time is more available. Those kinds of delays may prevent people 
from ever studying the Bible. We all need to reflect on the word of God in the present 
moment of our lives.

• Know the following:

• The Scriptures are for you as you are now.
• Reading from the Bible will affect your everyday life in good ways.
• Surely everyone could find several minutes each day to read a verse, a 
paragraph or a chapter from the Bible.
• Reading and reflecting on God’s Word will give us sustenance, challenge, and 
hope in the midst of daily living. God’s word will make a difference in our lives 
when we make the effort to prayerfully read it and allow it to impact our lives.
• There are many biblical images that describe the transforming power of 
God’s word in our lives. You may wish to use one or more of these images as the 
foundation of your personal witness:

• life-giving rain (Isa 55:10-11)
• a light for our path (Ps 119:105)
• constant source of vitality (Isa 40:8)
• fire and hammer (Jer 23:29)
• fertile seed (Mark 4:14, 20)
• two-edged sword (Heb 4:12)
• motivation for action (Jas 1:21-22)
• source of community (Acts 20:32)

Adapted from: https://cdnlrss.blob.core.windows.net/pdfs/witness_ideas.pdf 
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  ADORATION
  During the summer, Adoration & Confession 
will continue on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
First Friday Adoration will not resume until the Fall.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
  Beginning in July, Anointing of the Sick will 
take place on the first Thursday of the month during 
the 7:00 a.m. Mass.
Father’s Day Listing will appear in next bulletin.

Announcements

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Wayne Oubre
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Alex Mahl, Fred Gerstner, Jr. & Sr.

ALTAR WINE
is given in memory of
Byron S. LeJeune

FLOWERS
MAIN ALTAR & OFFERTORY

is given in memory of
Yves Bourgeois

BLESSED MOTHER’S ALTAR
is given in memory of

Bob Higgins

We ask for
your prayers

SANCTUARY COMMITTEE
  The Sanctuary Committee for the weekend of 
June 26 is Team 4, which consists of Mary Landry, 
Jane Burke, Evangelina Rodriguez, Sandra Hecker 
and Rose Champagne.

 June 17-23
please pray for

Andy Lagunas
and

Ann Steffen
who are SLMs

serving in
Tampa, FL and 

Cochabamba, Bolivia, 
respectively. 
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Mass Intentions

MASS FOR HEALING: 
 Brady & Grayson Hernandez, Kim Riley,   
 Jackie Morvant Bush, Marlene Babin,
 Julie Kirkland, OJ Orgeron, Bob Bourgeois
SPECIAL MASS: For conversion of sinners.

SATURDAY, JUNE 19
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 4:00p.m. Charles & Carmen Austin
  Wayne Oubre
  Charles Miller, Jr. & Sr.
  George Picarella
  Calvin Oubre
  Jules Cousin, Sr.
  Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
  Bert & Josephine LeBlanc
  Claude & Verine Zeringue
  Henry & Ethel Kraus
  Alberta Hunter
  Rosemary Savona 
  Hildago, Tassin & Simoneaux family
  Hilton Lirette
  Celino & Saragusa family
  LeBoeuf & Richoux family
  Diane Bourg
  Loreta D’Amico
  Dwayne Guidry
  Margie Montet & Special Intentions
  Tony Phillips
  Shayna Catherine Cline
  Alexis & Beverly Vicari
SUNDAY, JUNE 20 
 8:00a.m. Bert LeBlanc, Claude Zeringue 
  & Henry Kraus   
10:30a.m. Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois, Sr.
  Gary Pratt
  Fred Gerstner, Jr. & Sr.
  Alex Mahl
  Carlos Savona
  Walter & Doris Treadaway
  Frank & Alma Savona
  T-Van Falgout
  Thibodeaux & Cortez Parents dec.
  Wayne Oubre
  Dwayne Guidry
  Oubre, Miller, Picarella families &
  Jules Cousin, Sr.
  Kevin Fitzhenry
  Bert LeBlanc
  Claude Zeringue
  Henry Kraus
  Sandy & Garin Hernandez
  Lance Stansberry

SUNDAY, JUNE 20 (continued)
  Estanislao Gongora
  Juan B. Rodriguez
  Rosemary & Claude Leroux
  Rosalie Gaspar
  Nolia & Clifford Autin
  Godfrey E. Boudreaux, Sr.
  Bob Higgins
  Sam & Helen Territo
  Byron S. LeJeune
  Sidney & Agnes Rotolo
  Suzette Richoux Daniell
  Hilton Lirette
  Arthur Doepke
MONDAY, JUNE 21
 7:00a.m. Henry & Ethel Kraus
  Stella Alleman
TUESDAY, JUNE 22
 7:00a.m. Betty Brown
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
 7:00a.m. Poor Souls in Purgatory
THURSDAY, JUNE 24 
 7:00a.m. Fred Gerstner, Jr.
FRIDAY, JUNE 25
 7:00a.m. Poor Souls in Purgatory 
SATURDAY, JUNE 26
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 4:00p.m. Charles & Carmen Austin
  Wayne Oubre
  Malcolm ‘Buck’ Cortez
  Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
  Raymond LeBlanc
  Harold & Grayce Thiaville
  Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
  Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
  Hilton Lirette
  Alexis & Beverly Vicari  
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