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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,

  Almost but not yet! In six days, Christmas will be here. Many are probably thinking of 
all the material preparations to be accomplished in these last days. In the business of our 
material preparations, may we not forget our spiritual preparations:

t Possible attendance at Daily Mass.
t A good Advent confession, if one hasn’t been to confession recently.
t Attend Adoration this coming Wednesday evening s a family and take
   advantage of the sacrament of reconciliation.
t Read and ponder the Infancy Narratives found in Chapters 1 and 2 of 
   St. Luke’s Gospel
t Find some quiet time to slow down, place yourself in God’s presence, 
   and pray: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”
t Pray the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary together as a family.

  In the Alleluia Verse for this Sunday, we heard our Mary’s response to the angel’s 
message from God: “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.” Mary’s resounding YES to God. 
  She didn’t fully understand all that the Lord was asking of her, but she went forth in 
faith and put her complete trust in God. Here she was betrothed to Joseph and God said she 
was to conceive and bear a son by the power of the Holy Spirit. How could she explain this 
to Joseph? Mary trusted God.
  Mary’s trust in God is a tremendous example for all of us. Though, today, the spirit 
of the world deceives us into thinking that we know better than God what is good for us 
– we tend to think that God’s commandments and the teachings of the Church are mere 
suggestions – what we want to do and the pleasures we want to enjoy become the measure 
of our daily life.
  “I” can become the center of life.  God and what he and the Church ask of us take 
second place.
  I’m reminded of the business executive who had a placard on his desk which read: 
“I’m third.” People that came in to meet with him would often ask what that saying meant.  
He said that saying reminds me that “God is first, my neighbor is second, and I’m third.”
  Keeping that priority in one’s life involves sacrifice and self-denial which costs us. 
Though the price/prize is well worth the effort – everlasting life in heaven, with God, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit together with his Blessed Mother and all the angels 
and saints.
  May Christ, obedient to Father, who was born and died for us, help us to walk more 
closely in his footsteps and in the footsteps of Mary, chosen by God to be his mother.
  In these final days, before we celebrate the birth of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
may we remember that Jesus is the reason for the season – spiritual preparation these days 
is essential.
  God loves you!



  “In 1965, Charles Schulz, a devout Christian and creator of the Peanuts comic strip, was 
asked to create a Christmas special for CBS featuring the Peanuts Characters. He agreed with 
one requirement, that they allow him to include the story of the birth of Jesus. Although the 
stations executives were hesitant and tried to convince him otherwise, Schulz was insistent.   
As a result, for the past 50 plus years, millions of people have watched and “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas” and heard the story of Jesus and “what Christmas is all about.”

  It wasn’t until a few years back that I realized a “hidden message” in the film. Linus, a 
child who seems to have some insecurities as he always carries a security blanket with him. 
In fact, Linus NEVER drops his blanket, except once....

  While sharing the message of “what Christmas is all about,” Linus drops his blanket at 
the exact moment he says the words, “fear not!”

  In this seemingly innocent moment, Linus delivers a powerful reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas. We are to “fear not”, for Jesus is born. We needn’t rely on material 
things for security, we have God with us, “Immanuel”, (Matthew 1:23) Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior - the true meaning of Christmas.

  Awhile back, someone informed me, indignantly so, that Linus picks up his blanket at 
the end of the speech so my interpretation must be wrong. Well, he was right, Linus does 
pick up his blanket at the end of his speech. However, he “drops” it again later... 

  Amid big, bright, colorful, shiny artificial trees, Charlie Brown chose the least of these, 
a little, wooden tree with just a few branches. Shortly thereafter, Linus uses his blanket to 
wrap about the base of the tree and says, “Maybe it just needs a little love”. In that moment, 
the tree “awakens”, stands tall and firm. A reminder that no matter who we are, how many 
mistakes we’ve made, a “little love” can make all the difference.

  Let’s strive to “fear not” (Luke 2:10) and “love one another” (John 13:34), not just at 
Christmastime, but the whole year through.”

Borrowed from Charlene M. Speer & ‘Christian Life Ministry’ on Facebook...

A
Charlie Brown
Christmas
Dan Holley
Facebook Posting 
December 9, 2020



Pope Francis and the Church of the Poor
on Thursday, 08 August 2013. Posted in Trending Now

A Symbol of Poverty
  A name is often chosen with great care. Ask your parents, and they’ll probably tell you interesting stories 
about how they came up with yours. The same must even be truer if a person gets to choose one for himself. 
Then Jorge Cardinal Bergoglio faced exactly that when he was elected pope.
  So why “Francis”? Our current pope drew inspiration from the great saint Francis of Assisi, whom 
he saw as a “symbol of peace, austerity, and poverty.” True enough, St. Francis has long been an icon of 
religious poverty. Born to a wealthy family, he first enjoyed the lifestyle typical of a young man of his 
stature. If he were at that point alive today, you’d probably find him handing the keys to his sports car to the 
valet as he strutted his way into the city’s hippest club, ready for a night of partying after much hard work 
to close his latest business deal. But such a life did not last long for Francis. After having a vision, he began 
to lose interest in the riches of the world. Soon, Francis (to the shock of his friends and the indignation of 
his family) joined the poor begging in the streets, took care of the sick and the most neglected in society, 
and renounced all his possessions for the benefit of his newfound love (whom he called Lady Poverty). He 
founded the Order of Friars Minor (OFM) and other orders, whose members follow a strict rule of simplicity 
and poverty until today, in the footsteps of their renowned founder.
  For his part, Pope Francis chose a name that would reflect his aspirations for the Church. This he would 
make crystal clear in an audience just a few days after his election: “How I would like a Church which is 
poor and for the poor.” Powerful words, and he would soon back them with powerful actions

He Did What? 
  From the get-go, Pope Francis drew attention to his noticeably “unusual” ways. On his first days, he 
opted for less resplendent clothing, took the bus with the cardinals, and moved his home base to far simpler 
quarters. He would later be seen coming down his vehicle for closer encounters with the people, he did the 
ceremonial washing of the feet during the Holy Thursday Mass in a juvenile prison, and even allegedly 
ordered a Swiss Guard on duty to sit down and rest—on a chair the pope himself brought to the young man! 
It seems the name fits the bearer perfectly after all.



Less Material, More Spiritual
  Both Pope Francis’s words and actions highlight the essential 
character of the church as the Church of the Poor. But what does 
that exactly mean? When we hear the word poverty, we immediately 
think of homelessness, hunger, strife, and other evils that rob people 
of their dignity. The Church is against that kind of poverty, and for 
millennia now, she has been working to both fight it and serve those 
who suffer from it. But the poverty the aforementioned phrase refers 
to is something that brings dignity, not denies it. It is something that 
uplifts a person, not put him down.
  Being Church of the Poor means having the evangelical spirit 
of poverty (PCP II) of being both detached from worldly things and 
trusting toward God’s grace and providence. This also means that the 
faithful are concerned with the welfare of those in greater need, the 
poor in our midst, and those who are better off strive to aid their less 
fortunate brothers and sisters in the Christian community. This means 
as well that everyone is welcomed in the Church and not discriminated 

against because of economic status. And when it is called for, a Church with this spirit is willing to follow 
Christ even through poverty and oppression to carry out his work in today’s world. For individuals, it refers 
more to an attitude, a state of mind and heart, rather than to actual material possessions. A disciple of Jesus 
who lives either in the squatter area or those in the most affluent subdivisions can develop this spirit and 
participate in this work. And when one fosters this spirit, he/she grows in humility, simplicity, and generosity. 

Are You Poor? 
  All the baptized belong to Christ’s Church; hence, we also belong to the Church of the Poor. As youngsters, 
how would you participate in this call? Consider these suggestions: 
  Be simple. Young as you are, you are used to having your needs and wants provided for you. But just 
because you can afford something, it doesn’t mean you have to buy it. Walking inside a mall, you find a super 
trendy pair of jeans you’d want to have? Would you buy it? You may but make sure you’d end up using it, 
unlike the three other pairs in your closet that you barely wear. That might be an extreme example, but the 
point is very simple: be more discriminating with your expenses. After all, money doesn’t grow on trees, and 
your parents work very hard to earn them for you. 
  Be careful. With your possessions, I mean. Being poor in spirit also entails that you maximize those 
things you do have. For example, handle your phones and other gadgets you use with great care, and try not 
to lose them every few months or so. I know one priest who does this exceptionally well. He’s been using his 
laptop for six years (and it still operates fluidly) and his clothes last him years too (a pair of jeans more than a 
two decades old, in fact). Because he takes excellent care of everything he owns, he gets every penny’s worth 
from them—and he rarely finds himself in urgent need to buy something new.  
  Be giving. This does not only refer to money, although giving your extra cash for worthy causes is never 
a bad idea. Belonging to the Church of the Poor also means that you are aware of the issues and problems that 
plague those who are less fortunate, and are concerned as to how you can help in any way. Do not be apathetic 
or numb to the plight of your neighbors, or even those immediately around you. Remember, being a Christian 
means that you can make yourself available to anything if it means bringing Christ to people. Be it a small 
offering to a charitable institution or a much-needed pat on the back of a glum-looking classmate, a generous 
or kind act helps make the world much better.
  Be detached. Finally, always remember that while things in this world are God-given and are themselves 
good, we as Christians are ultimately meant for something beyond. So go ahead and enjoy what the world can 
offer us, but never even think that these can replace the real essentials in our lives: love of God and love of 
others. It is this love that is at the heart of being Church of the Poor, and it is also this love that is the source 
of our deepest joy. 



Announcements

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

William & Mamie Treadaway

BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Wayne Oubre

ALTAR WINE
is given in memory of

Walter & Doris Treadaway

SANCTUARY COMMITTEE
 Due to the Church being decorated for Christmas 
there is no Sanctuary assignments for the weekend of 
the 25th. Assignments will resume after the holidays.

  In the spirit of preparing to welcome Baby Jesus 
at Christmas, St Rosalie is holding a Baby Drive during 
Advent to collect baby items for Access Pregnancy Center. 
Please donate
   • diapers (all sizes welcomed but larger sizes

  5-7 are most needed), 
• pull-ups, wipes, 
• baby wash, baby lotion, 
• onesies, (long-sleeved baby clothes sizes
  3-12 months also currently needed) and 
• gift cards for WalMart or Target. 

  The Baby Drive will continue throughout Advent. 
Items may be placed at the foot of the Advent Tree on 
the Altar in anticipation of Baby Jesus becoming “Word 
Made Flesh” this Christmas. Let us in our own small way 
welcome the least among us!

Baby 
 I tems
 Drive

VOCATION PRAYER INTENTION

Christmas 
Mass Schedule

ST. ROSALIE
December 24th Morning 7:00 am 

Christmas Eve
4:00 pm – Vigil Mass

8:00 pm – Mass at Night
Christmas Day

10:30 am  – Mass during the day

ST. JOHN BOSCO
December 24th Morning 7:00 am 

Christmas Eve
  6:00 pm – Vigil Mass    10:00 pm – Mass at Night 

Christmas Day
7:30 am – Mass at Dawn

9am & 12 Noon – Mass during the day   NO EVENING MASS        

From
December 17-23
please pray for

Br. Joshua Sciullo,
who is in

Theology III
and studying in

Jerusalem.   

 



Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 4:00p.m. Josie Palermo
  Charles & Carmen Austin
  Wayne Oubre
  Malcolm ‘Buck’ Cortez
  Helen & Edward Perkins
  Malcolm & Timmy LeBlanc
  Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
  Raymond LeBlanc
  Rodney Isemann
  Hunter-Guastella Families deceased
  Harold & Grayce Thiaville
  Hidalgo, Tassin, Simoneaux families
  Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
  Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
  Sam & Helen Terrrito
  Margie Montet & Special Intentions
  Tony Phillips
  Shayna Catherine Cline
  Avis Rita Burmaster
  Hilton Lirette
  Donald Comeaux
  Raymond Champagne
  Alexis & Beverly Vicari
  Craig Pellegal

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 19 
 7:30a.m. Fr. John DiFiore, SDB  
10:30a.m. Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois, Sr.
  Walter & Doris Treadaway
  Philomena Bartolo
  T-Van Falgout
  Sandy & Garin Hernandez
  Kevin Fitzhenry
  Byron S. LeJeune
  Rosalie Gaspar
  Gary Pratt
  Agnes & Sidney Rotolo
  Rotolo & Michel Families
  Nelson Cantrelle, Jr.
  Poor Souls in Purgatory 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 20
 7:00a.m. Josie Palermo
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21
 7:00a.m. Mary Ellen Kraft
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22
 7:00a.m. Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
  Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23
 7:00a.m. Landry/Terracina/Vicknair deceased 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24
 7:00a.m. Fred Gerstner, Jr.
  Wayne Oubre
  Steve Tassin
  Miller, Picarella, Oubre, Cousin &
  Tauzin families deceased
  Martha Martinez
  Donald Comeaux
 4:00p.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 8:00p.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased

MASS FOR HEALING: 
  Brady & Grayson Hernandez, Julie Kirkland, 
  O.J. Orgeron, Jackie Morvant Bush, 
  Shannon Morvant Olivero, Rosalie Oubre,
  Charles Bourgeois, Jr.
SPECIAL MASS: For conversion of sinners.

Catechists
Let us pray for 
the catechists, 
summoned to 
announce the 
Word of God: 
may they be its 
witnesses, with 
courage and 
creativity and in 
the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

POPE FRANCIS’
DECEMBER PRAYER INTENTION

St. Rosalie Catholic Church
600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA
Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor

Fr. George Hanna, SDB Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

“Do good while you still have time.”         
            – St. John Bosco

 


