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The Pastor Jots It Down
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and School,

Happy New Year!  Happy Feast of the Epiphany!

  Last Sunday, we celebrated the Feast of the Holy Family!  I hope you all read The 
Pastor Jots It Down which had some good suggestions for New Year’s resolutions as well as 
the article on the Importance of Family Time … three pages of very worthwhile reading.
  This week as we celebrate, the Feast of the Epiphany, we have in this week’s bulletin, 
a coloring page for our children as well as an article about the 4th Wise Man – the story 
of Ataban.  This beautiful story by Henry Van Dyke was made into a feature film starring 
Martin Sheen and Alan Arkin.  It would be a great movie for family viewing as we celebrate 
the Epiphany.  The full length movie is available for free on Youtube.  
  You can search on Youtube for The Fourth Wise Man (1985) Full Movie or use the 
following link https://bit.ly/3p6pTBc 
  The Westbank Salesian Family Christmas Party was simply beautiful.  Many and 
sincere thanks to all involved in the planning, funding and execution of that grand gathering.    
I hope it will become an annual event in the life of the Salesian Family on the Westbank.
  With deep gratitude for all those in attendance and in your expressions of love for Fr. 
George and myself on the occasions of our religious and priestly anniversaries, and of Fr. 
Steve’s and yours truly’s birthdays. Sincere thanks for your presence, greetings, cards and 
gifts!
 

  I am looking forward to this New Year of 2022 and all the great adventures that we will 
encounter  as we seek to grow together in holiness and happiness and eventually share the 
joy of being with God, our Blessed Mother and all the angels and saints in Heaven.
  God loves you!





  Perhaps this year we can be that fourth wise man imagined by Henry Van Dyke. His name 
was Artaban. He had planned to travel along with his fellow kings. However, he delayed 
assisting a woman who was dying. So, he missed the march west. As gifts, he carried a 
precious sapphire, a rare ruby, and an exquisite pearl. He had to give up his sapphire to help 
a starving family. When finally, he found the stable, it was deserted. Mary and Joseph had 
scooped up the Child and escaped into Egypt. Artaban gave the ruby to secure the life of a 
babe destined to be destroyed by the mad King Herod. 
  His search for the King of kings continued for thirty-three long years. When he learned 
of the events on Calvary, he rushed there to ransom Jesus with the priceless pearl. But on the 
way he met a man about to be sold into slavery. To his master he gave his pearl as ransom. 
At that moment, the earthquake struck. He was critically wounded by falling debris. The man 
he had just rescued held his head in his lap. He whispered into his ear, "Because you did it 
for one of these, you did it for me." Artaban had found his King. Van Dyke's fourth wise man 
throws a high intensity light on all of us. 
  Every one of us should be a point of light for those around us.  It is always better to light 
a candle for those around us than to condemn the darkness. The same spirit that prompted 
Artaban to help the dying woman, the family, the infant, and the slave should motivate us 
to move out of our comfort zone for those in need and do something similar. Far too many 
of us, as one author writes, we kept the Bible on our dusty shelves rather than in our hearts 
and spirits. Dorothy Day said no one of us has the right to sit down and feel hopeless. There 
is simply too much work to do. For the New Year here are five gift suggestions from Sr. 
Melannie Svoboda: the gift of listening, the gift of affection, the gift of a note, the gift of a 
compliment, and the gift of a prayer. Allow your Christian life to be a perfume that ascends to 
God like incense.

Family Activities for Epiphany
Epiphany Coloring Page in this bulletin.
The Fourth Wise Man Video: https://bit.ly/3p6pTBc  on Youtube.  The Fourth Wise Man 
(1985) | Full Movie | Martin Sheen | Alan Arkin | Eileen Brennan

The
Fourth
Wise Man



The three Wise Men gave 
Jesus gifts worthy of a king. 
We can also present Him
with our own royal gifts. 
While ours may not be actual 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
we can still give to Him the 
best we have. Give God the 
first and the best of what you 
have and He will give you 
more than you can imagine in 
return.

Fall in love with God
 From the moment God 
created you, he has been 
deeply in love with you. He 
made you deliberately so he 
could love you. “Before I 
formed you in the womb I 
knew you” (Jeremiah 1:5). 
He waits for you like a parent 
anticipates the return of a 
beloved child. Don’t let Him 
wait long.

“But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of the great 
love he had for us, even 
when we were dead in our 
transgressions, brought us to 
life with Christ” 
(Ephesians  2:4-5).

Three tips to boost 
your prayer
  Prayer fuels our spiritual life, but praying effectively can be 
challenging. Even the saints had dry spells. Among these was the 
mystic and Carmelite reformer, St. Teresa of Avila. Try these 
suggestions from her to enliven your prayer:
  Become aware of God’s presence. It may feel as if God 
is distant, but He is so close. St. Teresa began by enjoying God’s 
nearness. Know that He is with you and wants your company.
  Bring a good book. St. Teresa, who struggled with dryness 
in prayer, kept a book with her. Scripture, Lives of the Saints, or 
a book about the Faith can help us focus and spark conversation 
with Him.
  Be honest. It is said that St. Teresa once fell into the mud 
and told God bluntly, “If this is how you treat your friends, no 
wonder you have so few of them!” God wants to you to share all 
your experiences with Him – good and bad. Entrust your cares to 
Him and “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5).

Can you suggest a New Year’s 
resolution to grow in Holiness?
  All Christians are called to holiness. “Be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). There are three tools 
on which every Catholic can rely to attain greater holiness.
  Daily prayer. God meets us in a very real and present way 
when we come to him in prayer. Start in the morning and pray 
throughout the day.
  Weekly Mass. The Mass is a sacrifice and a meal. We receive 
Jesus’ body and blood as real food for our souls. He said, “For my 
flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him” (John 
6:55-56).  That’s why we call it, “Communion.”
  Monthly Confession. Jesus created the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation (Confession) because he knew we 
would stray. He also knew we would want to come back.
Frequent participation in this Sacrament sharpens our sense of sin, 
holds us accountable for our errors, and gives us the grace to keep 
trying for holiness.

Laying our gifts at the 
feet of the King

One Minute
Meditations

Fr. Mark Hyde, sdb
Pastor



Announcements

In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Carlos Savona

BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP
will burn in memory of
Raymond Champagne

ALTAR WINE
is given in memory of

Alma & Frank Savona

Deacon Kevin Steel 
Celebrates 13 years Ordained
  “I’ve always felt called to serve in Ministry and 
Diaconate fit perfectly.” Ordained in 2008, Deacon 
Kevin Steel graduated from Archbishop Shaw in 
1981, University of New Orleans in 1989, and 
Loyola University Law School in 1998. Kevin was 
appointed to, and sat as, Judge 2nd Parish Court. 
He has also been appointed to Magistrate Court in 
Harahan and appointed as City Prosecutor in both 
Gretna and Westwego Magistrate Courts.  
  Married to Carolyn Daigle Steel for the last 36 
years, they have two sons, Matthew and Michael, 
who are both Archbishop Shaw and University 
of New Orleans graduates. Kevin and Carolyn are 
enjoying being grandparents to their three beauti-
ful grandchildren, Olivia, Julie, and Dominic Savio 
Steel. 
  Once ordained, Kevin spent the first two years 
at neighboring Christ the King Parish and has spent 
the last 11 years filling the ministry needs of St. John 
Bosco and St. Rosalie Parishes. 
  Congratulations Deacon Kevin and thank you for 
your service!

 My first ever Salesian 
Retreat was an event 
that changed my life 
forever. I have Brother 
Jerry to thank for this 
experience. Not only 
did I begin my journey 
at Shaw without any 
religion in my life, I 
hardly knew anyone on 
campus. Brother Jerry 
was a central figure 
that believed in me 

and guided me in my first two years. Without his 
presence in my life, I may never have been deeply 
compelled and called to become Catholic. Thank 
you, Brother Jerry, for all of the support and prayers 
you have given my family and me over the years. 
Rest In Peace.                       Josh Mitchell

Br. Jerry Meegan, SDB

Additional Christmas Flower Intentions

In Memory of
Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.

Josephine & Bertrand LeBlanc, Sr.
Henry & Ethel Kraus

Claude & Verine Zeringue
Fred Gerstner, Jr.

Mahl & Gerstner Families



Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 4:00p.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 2
 7:30a.m. Br. Jerry Meegan  
10:30a.m. Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois, Sr.
  Kevin Fitzhenry
  Byron S. LeJeune
  T-Van Falgout
  Nelson Cantrelle, Jr.
  Wilton Richoux
  Mike Uhlmann
  Poor Souls in Purgatory
  Doris & Walter Treadaway
  Mamie & William Treadaway
  Chetta D. Doming
  Laura Ann D. Walker
  L. J. Doming
  Sam & Laura Ditta
  Margaret Ditta Panepinto
  Joseph Panepinto, Sr.
  Chimento & Lirette Families
MONDAY,  JANUARY 3
 7:00a.m. Joseph & Faye Muscarello 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4
 7:00a.m. Michael Burke, Sr.
  Rupert Cuneen
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
 7:00a.m. Laura Melancon
THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
 7:00a.m. Fr. Jim Curran, SDB
  Bro. Dave Verret, SDB

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
 7:00a.m. Poor Souls in Purgatory
  Philip, Lillian, Philip D. &
  Michael Saladino
  Ann White
SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners Living & Deceased
 4:00p.m. Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
  Carmen & Charles Austin
  Fr. Jon Parks, SDB
  Kenneth Ockman
  Steve Tassin
  Craig LeBlanc
  Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
  Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
  Donald Comeaux
  Glen Bourgeois
  Vincent Talamo, Jr.
  Iris & Tibby Thibodeaux
  Rodney Wilcox
  Avis & E.J. Burmaster
  Josephine & Bert LeBlanc, Sr.
  Claude & Verine Zeringue
  Ethel & Henry Kraus
  Wayne Oubre
  Dwayne Guidry
  Craig Pellegal
  Debbie Smith
  Robert Smith
  Anthony Celino, Sr.
  Alexis & Beverly Vicari
  Hilton Lirette

MASS FOR HEALING: 
  Brady & Grayson Hernandez, Julie Kirkland, 
  O.J. Orgeron, Jackie Morvant Bush, 
  Shannon Morvant Olivero, Rosalie Oubre,
SPECIAL MASS: For conversion of sinners.
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