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The Pastor Jots It Down
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and Alumni,

  Sunday, July 31st, is a special day for the Salesian Family.  On this 
day we celebrate the monthly memory of St. John Bosco, the founder of the 
Salesian Family.

   As parishioners of the Salesian Parishes of the Westbank, we are blessed 
to have Don Bosco as one of our principal patrons along with Mary Help of 
Christians and St. Rosalie.

  Don Bosco’s fatherly heart had a love for the young, especially those 
most in need, and for the salvation of souls (missionary discipleship).

  Our Salesian charism calls us to reach out to the young and be missionary 
disciples like Don Bosco who Pope John Paul II named as the Father and 
Teacher of Youth.

  Don Bosco was the founder of the Preventive System of Education which 
is both a system of education as well as a school of holiness.

  Don Bosco began his work for poor youth at Valdocco in Turin, Italy. There he lived the 4 criteria 
of the Oratory, which today is the criteria for every Salesian ministry:

A HOME that welcomes
A SCHOOL that prepares for life
A CHURCH that evangelizes
A PLAYGROUND where friends can meet and enjoy leisure activities

  How can we live “A HOME that welcomes” in our parishes? Do we know the names of those who 
sit around us at Mass? Can we get to know those who sit around us at Mass?

  If we notice some new faces at Mass, do we introduce ourselves and make the newcomers feel 
welcome and at home? If a newcomer sits in “My/Our pew” do we tell them to move or do we graciously 
find another pew? As ushers, do we try to involve the young in taking up the collections and bringing 
up the gifts.

  “A PLAYGROUND where friends can meet and enjoy leisure activities”: this is the entry which 
is so key for attracting the young. This gives the opportunity to make one feel welcome, at home, and 
have a sense of belonging. Then the process of education and evangelization can follow. This is the lived 
criteria for our parishes’ youth center.

  We can ask ourselves today, how we promote the Salesian Youth Center, located across the street 
from St Rosalie Church.  Do we encourage our children and grandchildren who are in grades 6-12 to 
attend the SYC.  Are we willing to provide transportation for them – to drop them off at 6pm on Friday 
evenings and then pick them up at 8pm?

  Let us work together in making our parishes and youth center welcoming homes and places where 
friends can meet and enjoy themselves thus enabling us to educate and evangelize.

  God loves you! 



 

The Sin of Greed
By Christopher Kaczor

  Greed is the disordered love of 
riches. We should love God above all 
things and our neighbor as ourselves, 
but we can begin to love 
money more than God and 
more than our neighbor. 
Greed (or avarice) is also 
one of the Seven Deadly 
Sins. Like pride, lust, 
gluttony, sloth, anger, and 
envy, greed is called a 
“deadly” or “capital” sin 
because it gives rise to other 
sins.
  I still remember my 
childhood picture Bible, 
which showed a shiny 
golden calf with people 
bowing down before it – a 
colorful depiction of the idolatry into 
which the ancient Israelites fell after 
Moses led them out of Egypt (Ex. 
32). The story struck me as incredibly 
strange for two reasons. First, I 
wondered why anyone would be so 
ridiculous as to worship a golden calf. 
Obviously, the gold statue was not 
really a living god. Second, I wondered 
why God would care so much about 
what they did. They weren’t hurting 
anyone (were they?). It may be silly to 
worship a calf of gold, but why would 
God be concerned?
  As an adult, I know from personal 
experience that the temptation to 
worship money rather than God is not 
limited to ancient Israel. People in our 
society are unlikely to bow down before 
a golden calf, but almost everyone in 
our society is tempted by greed in one 
of its forms. And, just as with ancient 
Israel, God cares about whether or not 
we are greedy.
  Today, greed often takes the form 
of consumerism and over-work. 
Consumerism is a view of the human 

person that reduces us to what we can 
buy and consume. It is captured by the 
motto: “He who dies with the most toys 

wins.” The workaholic’s greed, on the 
other hand, is not in consuming but in 
producing. Both the ultra-consumer 
and the workaholic are, practically 
speaking, materialists: What really 
counts, the ultimate goal of life, is what 
can be bought and sold.
  Although nearly every American 
lives a lifestyle more luxurious than 
any medieval king, we all want more. 
Advertisers spend billions of dollars a 
year feeding our appetites for things 
to buy. Most of these items we do 
not really need and would never have 
wanted at all were it not for the daily 
barrage of advertisements.

Why Should God Care?

  Of course, money and material 
goods are not evil but good. Indeed, 
we really do need money – or at least 
what Thomas Aquinas called “natural 
wealth” such as food, clothing, and 
shelter – to survive. We use what he 
called “artificial wealth” such as cash, 
credit cards, or coins to purchase 

natural wealth. There is absolutely 
nothing wrong with wanting to secure 
the physical well-being of yourself and 

your loved ones through the 
use of money. In fact, that 
desire is good.
  However, a healthy 
desire for natural wealth, and 
by extension artificial wealth, 
can grow into an unnatural 
and unhealthy desire for 
riches. But what exactly is 
wrong with desiring money 
too much? Put in the biblical 
context, what difference does 
it make to God if the ancient 
Israelites worship a golden 
calf? Why should God care 
if people love money more 

than God and neighbor?
  God cares about these matters 
because God cares about us. 
Exaggerated love of money does not 
hurt God – it does not diminish God 
himself in the least if we do not worship 
him. No, excessive love of money hurts 
us.
  First, it often leads to actions that 
are obviously sinful, such as stealing 
and cheating. But even if avarice did 
not lead to other sins, it would still 
be harmful to us. Simply put, if we 
love money more than God and more 
than other people, we make ourselves 
– usually sooner rather than later – 
miserable. Even if we had more money 
than Bill Gates, we still would not be 
happy without friendship with God and 
others. Philosophers such as Aristotle 
and Thomas Aquinas taught the 
insufficiency of money for happiness 
centuries ago: Contemporary research 
in the social sciences is reinforcing their 
conclusions. Money, even millions and 
millions of dollars, simply cannot make 
us happy.



You Can’t Buy Bliss

  Psychologists have been studying 
what makes people happy for decades. 
They do this in various 
ways. One way is to have 
people wear beepers and 
then, at the prompting 
of the researchers during 
the course of the day, 
the research subjects 
write down the degree 
to which they are happy. 
Psychologists study 
rates of depression and 
cases of suicide and 
attempted suicide. They 
observe people and draw 
conclusions from their 
smiles and laughter or 
frowns and tears about 
whether they are happy. 
Over several decades, in thousands 
of studies across the world, they have 
gathered as much evidence as they can 
about the relationship between financial 
well-being and human happiness.
  It turns out that more money can 
make you much happier – if you live 
in abject poverty. If you do not have 
clothes to keep you warm, if you have 
no food for your children, and no roof 
over your head at night, money for 
these basic provisions greatly improves 
reported happiness.
  However, once you have enough 
money to provide food, clothing and 
shelter, increases in money are unrelated 
to stable increases in happiness. In 
other words, once a person has the 
basic necessities, more money does not 
lead to more happiness (see “Lottery 
Winners Come Down to Earth,” p. 25).
  Unlike natural wealth, such as 
clothes, there is no limit on artificial 
wealth. There are only so many 
hamburgers a person can eat or clothes 
that can be worn, but there is no limit 
whatsoever to the amount we can have 
in our bank account. For this reason, 
greed is a particularly dangerous 
kind of sin. The glutton eventually 
achieves complete fullness. The person 
committing a lustful act reaches a 
point of natural satiation. The angry 

person may explode in rage, thereby 
draining his fury. Even the drunk will 
reach a point where he passes out and 
can drink no more. But the greedy 

person never reaches an endpoint in the 
accumulation of riches.
  Scholars who have studied 
happiness, such as Dr. David Myers, a 
psychologist who wrote The Pursuit of 
Happiness, which draws on hundreds 
of studies of happiness, note that 
the happiness attained by a purchase 
or a level of wealth soon wears off 
and people adapt to whatever level 
of wealth they have achieved, as the 
experience of lottery winners shows.
  Whether we base our conclusion 
on self-reported happiness, rates of 
depression, or teen problems, our 
becoming much better-off [financially] 
over the last thirty years has not been 
accompanied by one iota of increased 
happiness and life satisfaction. It’s 
shocking because it contradicts our 
society’s materialistic assumptions, but 
how can we ignore the hard truth: Once 
beyond poverty, further economic 
growth does not appreciably improve 
human morale. Making more money –
that aim of so many graduates and other 
American dreamers . . . does not breed 
bliss. (The Pursuit of Happiness, 44)
  Indeed, at all levels of wealth, 
from modest to tremendously wealthy, 
people tend to compare themselves to 
those who are just ahead of them in 

riches. Parents making $40,000 a year 
tend not to say, “Wow, we are doing 
so much better than 95 percent of the 
entire world. We have one TV and 

one car. We have a computer. 
We’re doing amazingly well 
financially.” Rather, they 
tend to look at those with two 
cars and three TVs, who in 
turn compare themselves to 
those with newer cars, bigger 
houses, and plasma-screen 
TVs, and so on.
  Most people, when asked, 
will say that they need just 
a little bit more money to 
be comfortable, around 10 
percent more. Whether people 
make $30,000 per year, 
$60,000 per year, $120,000 
per year, or more than one 
million dollars per year, they 
tend to think that that 10 

percent more will make a difference. 
When they do get that 10 percent, which 
typically happens over the course of a 
few years, they want just another 10 
percent, and so on, ad infinitum.
  Research reveals another startling 
result: If you compare a lottery winner 
and a paraplegic a year after the fateful 
events occurred, you would know 
virtually nothing about their levels of 
happiness. If you compare the CEO 
of a Fortune 500 company and the 
janitor who cleans his office, given this 
knowledge alone, we would have no 
way to know which person is happier.
  This research done by contemporary 
psychologists is quite a relief. Our 
culture tends to equate the “good life,” 
a happy life, with the “Lifestyles of 
the Rich and Famous,” a lifestyle well 
beyond the reach of most people. But 
most people in the Western world 
have attained the minimum level of 
socioeconomic well-being, beyond 
which money does not help.

What Really Matters

  What does help people 
attain happiness, according to 
contemporary psychologists? Four 
things matter in particular: 1) good 



relationships with others, 2) strong 
religious ties, 3) meaningful activity, 
and 4) personal control. We can 
translate these into more traditional 
terms: 1) love of neighbor, 2) love of 
God, 3) corporal and spiritual works 
of mercy, and 4) exercising authentic 
freedom by doing good and avoiding 
evil.
  God cares about greed because it 
undermines our true happiness. When 
we put making or spending money 
ahead of loving God, we lose out on an 
essential aspect of our own happiness. 
When we pursue career in such a way 
that there is not sufficient time for 
meaningful relationships with God and 
neighbor, again we lose out, as do our 
families and our friends. When we love 
money so much that we will steal, lie, 
cheat, and fail to give to charity, we 
hurt not only others but also ourselves. 
Even though we rightly own our 
possessions, the use of everything we 
have, including our money, should be 
governed by love of God and neighbor.
  Because God loves us deeply and 
wants us to be happy in this life and in 
the next, Jesus taught much about the 
disordered love of money: “No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matt. 6:24). Mammon, 
the biblical false god of greed, drives 
people away from fellowship with each 
other and with God.
  Jesus also spoke of the great 
difficulty that the rich have of entering 
heaven: “I tell you the truth, it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:23-24). 
Commenting on this passage, St. John 
Chrysostom writes: “What he spoke was 
not condemning riches in themselves, 
but those who were enslaved by them” 
(Homilies on Matthew 63). It is easy 
to become a slave to money, to devote 
one’s life to the acquisition of material 
goods, but financial well-being is also a 
tool that can be used for good.

Give More, Be Happier

  All Christians are called to a spirit 
of detachment from worldly goods and 
riches. Our financial bottom line should 
not be the bottom line of our lives, 
our sole guide to behavior. A “spirit 
of poverty” should be sought by all 
Christians whereby they use worldly 
goods, including money, as tools 
for serving their neighbors. As Pope 
Benedict XVI points out, “Anyone who 
needs me, and whom I can help, is my 
neighbor” (Deus Caritas Est 15).
  Helping our neighbors with our 
material goods can challenge us in 
unexpected ways. When Jesus met a 
rich young man, the Lord invited him 
to make a radical choice: “If you want 
to be perfect, go, sell what you have, 
and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me” (Matt. 19.21). The rich man went 
away sad, but others take up Jesus’ 
invitation with joy. Following the lead 
of St. Francis of Assisi and many other 
saints, some people are called to a deep 
love of God and neighbor embodied by 
giving up all material possessions and 
taking a vow of poverty.
  All Christians are called is to a 
less-radical means of eradicating 
greed and living the spirit of poverty: 
give money to worthy causes and 
alleviate spiritual or material 
poverty on a regular basis. Almost 
all of us could be more generous 
financially. I’ve known families with 
three or four children, making less 
than $15,000 a year, who give away 
10 percent of their income. Perhaps 
not coincidentally, these families 
were some of the happiest I’ve ever 
known.

Can You Give Too Much?

  Greed has an opposite vice: 
wastefulness or recklessness in giving 
(prodigality). Exercising practical 
wisdom, donors should give both 
generously and with an awareness of 
their other responsibilities. Studies 
indicate that most Catholics do not 
seem in danger of prodigality: On 

average, they donate a mere 1 percent 
of their income yearly (three dollars or 
less given to their parish each week). 
Catholics need to find the middle 
ground between the vices of greed on 
the one hand and wastefulness on the 
other—a healthy generosity with our 
material goods (See “The Angelic 
Doctor on the Virtue of Liberality,” p. 
26).
  In addition to donating money, 
another way of curbing greed is to curb 
consumption. Why not undertake a 
Lenten penance of buying nothing new 
that can be bought secondhand? Items 
such as food, gas, and light bulbs must 
be bought new, but clothes, books, and 
many other items can be bought used. 
How about abstaining from television 
and avoiding all those commercials? 
When shopping, we can delay making 
expensive purchases without due 
consideration or perhaps not buy the 
“top of the line” product.
  One final remedy for greed: Turn 
down opportunities for more money. 
Perhaps this means one less business 
trip a year. Perhaps it means coming 
home for dinner almost every night 
or leaving work an hour early to help 
make dinner. Of course, we all need 
money, but most likely we could get 
by with less money and become richer 
in other things – time with family, time 
with God.
  “Greed is good,” said Gordon 
Gecko in the movie Wall Street. Good 
for whom? we might ask. Is it good for 
children who seldom see their father? 
Is it good for spouses? Is it good for 
those taken advantage of by financial 
misdeeds? We may not worship a gold 
statue in the desert, but most of us have 
to struggle against avarice, a grave 
impediment to our own happiness and 
the happiness of others. We tend to 
forget that God loves us not only more 
than we love anyone else, but more 
than we love ourselves. Because of his 
great love for us, God urges us, from 
Old Testament times until today, to 
avoid the worship of golden gods.

From:https://www.catholic.com/magazine/
print-edition/the-sin-of-greed 



Announcements
SANCTUARY COMMITTEE

 The Sanctuary Committee for the 
weekend of August 6th is Team 1, which 
consists of Kris DiMarco, Elaine Landry, 
Arleen Thibodeaux, Lillian Hepting and 
Lana Mayeaux.

  Our Food Pantry is giving food out 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Parish 
Center.
  If you know of someone who is in 
need of food please pass the word along.

For Adult Catholics who have not 
made their 1st Confession, 
1st Holy Communion, or 

  Confirmation.
For those adults who have not been 

Baptized or are not Catholic and 
want to explore the possibility of 

becoming Catholic.
Program Begins

September 11, 2022
Dear Parishioners
Missionary Disciples, 
 Remember God speaks through 
you. Maybe it is for your word of 
invitation and encouragement that the 
soul of some future apostle is waiting. 
Even though the program begins in 
September, now is the time to plant 
the seeds for a journey in faith.
God bless you!

St. John Bosco Women's Society

DAY OF REFLECTION
"Living in the Present Moment"

Saturday August 27, 2022
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

St. John Bosco Conference Room
Light Refreshments Served

No charge
Open to Men and Women

Young Adult & 
Youth Mass

Sunday 8:00 pm

The latest Mass on 
the west bank!

Musically Inclined???  Get Involved!

St. John Bosco
2114 Oakmere Dr.

Harvey, LA

ANOINTING
  Thursday, August 4th is First Thurs-
day. Anointing of the Sick will take 
place at the 7:00 a.m. Mass.

FIRST FRIDAY
  Due to the closing of the school, 
there is currently no Adoration on First 
Friday. Club News
  The Altar Society/Women’s Club 
will meet on Monday, August 1st in the 
Parish Center. Recitation of the Rosary 
will begin at 6:30, meeting  to follow at 
7:00 p.m.
  The Men’s Club will meet on Tues-
day the 2nd in the Parish Center at 7:00 
p.m. 
  The Knights of Columbus will meet 
on Thursday the 4th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Ruekert Room.
  The Ladies’ KC Auxiliary will also 
meet on Thursday the 4th. Recitation of 
the Rosary will begin at 6:30, meeting  
to follow at 7:00 p.m.

KC BREAKFAST
  The Knights of Columbus will once 
again be serving breakfast in the Parish 
Center on the 3rd  Sunday of the month 
following the 7:30 am Mass. Everyone 
is invited.



TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
 7:00a.m. Anthony, Lena, Joseph, Faye 
   & Frank Muscarello, Jr.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3
 7:00a.m. Marilyn & 
  Charles ‘Tee’ Blanchard
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
 7:00a.m. Verine Zeringue  
FRIDAY, AUGUST 5
 7:00a.m. Poor Souls in Purgatory
 Ann White
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners 
 4:00p.m. Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Fr. Jon Parks, SDB
 Donald Comeaux
 Mallitta & Sharky Davis
 Hilton Lirette
 Danelle Hogan
 Gary Orgeron
 Hidalgo, Tassin &
  Simoneaux Family
 Craig Pellegal
 Josephine & 
  Bert LeBlanc, Sr.
 Claude & Verine Zeringue
 Ethel & Henry Kraus
 Wayne Oubre
 Dwayne Guidry
 Kenneth Ockman
 Iris & Tibby Thibodeaux
 Rodney Wilcox
 Craig LeBlanc
 

SATURDAY, JULY 30
 8:00a.m. All Parishioners 
 4:00p.m. Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Fr. Jon Parks, SDB
 Hilton Lirette
 Bonnie D. Daigle
 Raymond Champagne
 Donald Comeaux
 Steve Tassin
 Estanislao & 
  Maria Ana Gongora
 Juan B. & 
  Marcela Rodriguez
 Lois Melancon
 Loreta D’Amico
 Gary Orgeron
SUNDAY, JULY 31
 7:30a.m. Dee Clement
10:30a.m. Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois
 Kevin Fitzhenry
 Byron S. LeJeune
 Madeleine Behette
 T-Van Falgout
 Rodney Isemann
 Agnes & Sidney Rotolo
 Troy Richoux
 Allen Dominick, Jr.
 Chetta Doming
 Laura Ann Ditta Walker
 L.J. Doming
 Sam & Laura Ditta
 Margaret & Joe Panepinto
 Sterling Gomez
 Lena Varisco Hogan
 John Taravella
 Bonnie D. Daigle
 Juan Garcia
 Amy Varriale
 Ambrose Varriale
 All Souls in Purgatory 
MONDAY, AUGUST 1
 7:00a.m. John Smeadala

Mass Intentions
In Our Parish

SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Alma & Frank Savona
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Lola Couvillon & Steve Tassin
SACRED HEART’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois
ST. ROSALIE’S LAMP
will burn for healing of

Shannon Morvant Olivero
ALTAR WINE

is given for healing of
Julie Kirkland

MASS FOR HEALING: 
 O.J. Orgeron, Rosalie Oubre 
 Jackie Morvant Bush 
 Shannon Morvant Olivero 
 Gary Guidry,  Kim Robin
 Marlene Hess, Julie Kirkland
 Gail Bourgeois
 
MASS FOR THE LIVING: 
 Patrick Lofton, Anne, William,  
 Thomas and Marguerite Hart

SPECIAL MASSES: 
 For conversion of sinners.
 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine 
 For the Safety of Sr. Suellen 
 Tennyson kidnapped in Burkina Faso.

"All for God and His Glory. 
In whatever you do, think 
of the Glory of God as your 
main goal."           
                       - Don Bosco  

St. Rosalie
Catholic Church

600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA
504-340-1962

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor
Fr. George Hanna, SDB

Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

MASS SCHEDULES:

ST. ROSALIE
Saturday Vigil – 4:00 pm

Sunday – 7:30 and 10:30 am
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm

ST. JOHN BOSCO
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm

Sunday – 9:00 am and 12:00 pm
Youth & Young Adult Mass

Sunday – 8:00 pm
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:30 - 5:15 pm

Both Churches:
Adoration & Confessions

Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm


