
The 1st Sunday
of Advent

“You must be prepared for an hour 
you do not expect when the 

Son of Man will come."
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The Pastor Jots It Down!
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and Alumni,

Happy Advent! 

  Advent is a season of preparation: preparation for the yearly celebration when the word of God 
became man and dwelt among us and for Christ’s coming at the end of the world to judge the living and 
the dead.
  If we want to keep Jesus as number one in our lives, some things will have to take 2nd place during 
Advent. 
  What keeps me from a deeper more personal relationship with the Lord Jesus?

  Do I have a regular rhythm of daily 
prayer? Am I too busy? Then maybe I 
am too busy if I can’t give the Lord His 
due.
  How about weekday Mass?  
Would  I be able to go either before 
or after work? If I’m not working or 
retired could I make the sacrifice to go 
to weekday Mass and be with Jesus at 
the Last Supper, at His Crucifixion and 
Death and glorious resurrection into 
heaven? 
  What keeps me away from Sunday 
worship? My job? Is it my children’s 

weekend activities?  If I’m away from home do I think that excuses me and I don’t even attempt to find 
a nearby Catholic Church. Sunday Mass cramps my style.  I’m really a good person, I really don’t need 
to go to Mass?
  Even though the Church requires 
us to receive Reconciliation once a 
year and since I haven’t gone in over a 
year, Advent would be a good time for 
me to go. Even if I have been going 
to Confession somewhat regularly, 
an Advent confession is good for 
some spiritual house cleaning. 
Reconciliation during this season is 
a great way to prepare for Jesus birth 
in our world and also to get our soul ready so that if the Lord were to call us home, we would be ready.
  For those of us who are not married in the Church, maybe this Advent God is inviting you to resume/
begin the process leading to marriage in the Church. If there are no previous marriage bonds, the process 
is much simpler. 
  Those who love and care for couples who are not married in the Church – maybe your word of 
invitation/encouragement may be just what the couple needs to reach out to a priest and begin the process.

God loves you!



  Catholics are an immensely blessed 
lot. United in our faith, we can go to 
Confession with any Catholic priest 
we want, assuming he has the proper 
faculties. Christ is present in the 
sacrament, regardless of who the priest is.
  Nevertheless, it’s helpful (if 
possible) to have a regular confessor, 
someone who knows you through and 
through.  But we shouldn’t pick a priest 
out of convenience or just because we 
like him.  Rather, we should exercise 
some discrimination.  We’re fighting a 
spiritual battle, after all.  A discerning 
confessor will urge us forward and help 
us up when we fall.  On the other hand, a 
careless or imprudent priest can cause a 
great deal of harm to our souls.
  Based on my own experiences, here 
are some marks I advise you to look for 
in a confessor.

1. A Patient, Listening Ear
  Going to Confession with some 
priests feels like going to the carwash.  
You’re in and out in two minutes flat, if 
that, every single time.
  Now to be clear, there’s nothing 
wrong with brevity. If you’re going to 
Confession regularly, “short and sweet” 
will typically be the standard. Besides, 
there is the human consideration of time 
limits and other people waiting in line. 
But when brevity is rooted in impatience 
on the priest’s part, that is not helpful. A 
person can be distracted from the unique, 
unrepeatable meeting with Christ that 
takes place in every Confession when 
the priest seems to be hurrying them 
along. An air of impatience on the 
priest’s part can also hold someone back 
from raising a delicate issue or seeking 
needed advice.  

  On the other 
hand, there are priests 
who take time to talk 
without sparing any 
time to listen. They 
offer advice, it seems, 
just because they feel 
an obligation to do 
so, without making an 

effort to pause, ask questions, and truly 
understand what someone is saying. If 
you notice this happening and find it’s 
discouraging you, stirring up scruples, or 
impacting your ability to get advice, try 
to find a different confessor if possible.
  By contrast, priests who listen also 
tend to be wise confessors. They hear you 
out (though without letting you ramble) 
and stay focused on the matter at hand, 
asking questions as they feel necessary. 
They take account of pertinent details 
(e.g., your age or marital status). The 
advice and encouragement they offer is 
clear and on point.  
2. The Bold Voice of Truth
  A good confessor has no worries 
about whether you’ll approve of him or 
not. He tells you the truth with charity, 
not holding anything back.
  Sometimes, it’s hard to hear such 
advice. Even when a confessor is tactful, 
it can feel embarrassing. But it’s better to 
know something’s wrong so that you can 
deal with it than to live a doomed dream.
3. A Push to Improve
  It’s hard to keep up the spiritual 
battle. Sometimes, discouragement 
plagues us. Other times, we struggle 
with indifference and the urge to think, 
“Well, this particular sin really isn’t that 
bad.”  This is why I appreciate it when 
a priest asks me how things are going, 
or points out how I keep confessing the 
same sin.  It gives me a jolt, spiritually, 
and reminds me of the stakes at hand, 
setting me back on track.
4. Concrete Penances
  Occasionally, I’ve gotten a penance 
along the lines of “Go and amend your 
life” or “Do something nice for your 
mother this week.” The priest might 

mean well, but I do not find this approach 
helpful.  It leaves someone in doubt 
as to whether they’ve performed their 
penance or not, causing unnecessary 
unrest in the soul.*  By contrast, “Pray 
three ‘Our Fathers’, asking for the grace 
to be more patient this week” is concrete 
and practical.
*Note: While we should always strive 
our best to do our penance, it is not 
an integral part of the sacrament of 
Penance.  It’s given to help us pay off the 
debt of temporal punishment incurred 
due to our sins.  It’s also an act of charity 
directed towards the Church where 
we make reparation for the damage 
we’ve done by our sins.   If we do not 
do it, however, that does not change the 
fact that our sins have been forgiven, 
assuming we confessed all our mortal 
sins and were truly sorry for them, and 
that the priest correctly administered the 
absolution.
A Last Note
  The points I’ve outlined here are but a 
guide. Good confessors can be possessed 
of a wide range of gifts and personalities 
that are meant to help different sorts 
of persons.  It’s up to each person to 
prayerfully discern what helps them.
  Some people like a priest who 
takes initiative in asking questions and 
offering advice.  Others get on fine with 
a quieter priest with whom they must 
take initiative. Gentle-hearted souls 
might be sensitive around a confessor 
with an abrupt manner or who triggers 
their scrupulosity with too much advice. 
Others need a strong hand to take them 
to task.
  Seek to know yourself. Also, trust 
your gut instinct. If you encounter Christ 
through a certain priest, consider going to 
him consistently, regardless of whether 
the priest himself is likeable or not.  
  Above all, remember that God can 
speak through any priest.  Each one is 
an “Alter Christus” and, hopefully, a 
channel of grace for many souls.  Pray 
for them and thank God for these men.  
We need them.

Choosing a 
Good Confessor

By Amber Kinloch



What is Advent?
By Rev. Justin Holcomb

  Advent is the season of reflective preparation 
for the birth of Christ at Christmas and the 
expected return of Christ in the Second Coming. 
  "The celebration of Advent is possible only 
to those who are troubled in soul, who know 
themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who 
look forward to something greater to come." ~ 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
  "God of hope, I look to you with an open 
heart and yearning spirit. During this Advent 
season, I will keep alert and awake, listening for 
your word and keeping to your precepts. My hope 
is in you." ~ Matthew Kelly
  "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 
7:14

History & Meaning
  Some people may know that the Advent 
season focuses on expectation and think that it 
serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the 
season leading up to Christmas. This is part of the 
story, but there’s more to Advent.
  The word “Advent” is derived from the 
Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” which 
translates to the Greek word parousia. Scholars 
believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries 
in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of 
preparation for the baptism of new Christians 
at the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration 
of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of 

the Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his 
baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist 
(John 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana (John 
2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians 
would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and 
fasting to prepare for this celebration; originally, 
there was little connection between Advent and 
Christmas.
  By the 6th century, however, Roman 
Christians had tied Advent to the coming of 
Christ. But the “coming” they had in mind was not 
Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, 
but his second coming in the clouds as the judge 
of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages 
that the Advent season was explicitly linked to 
Christ’s first coming at Christmas.

Advent Symbolism
  Advent symbolizes the present situation 
of the church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, 
Hebrews 1:2) as God’s people wait for the return 
of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal 
kingdom. The church is in a similar situation to 
Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, 
waiting and hoping in prayerful expectation for 
the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back 
to God’s past gracious actions on their behalf in 
leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on 
this basis, they called for God once again to act for 
them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, 
looks back upon Christ’s coming in celebration 
while at the same time looking forward in eager 



O come, O come,
Emmanuel

And ransom
captive Israel,
That mourns in

lonely exile here,
Until the Son of

God appear

anticipation to the coming of Christ’s kingdom 
when he returns for his people. 
  In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the 
church’s cry during the Advent season:

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
 And ransom captive Israel,
 That mourns in lonely exile here
 Until the Son of God appears.
 Rejoice! Rejoice!
 Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

  While Israel would have sung the song in 
expectation of Christ’s first coming, the church 
now sings the song in commemoration of that 
first coming and in expectation of the second 
coming in the future.

Advent Liturgy and Practice
  To balance the two elements of remembrance 
and anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent 
(through December 16th) look forward to 
Christ’s second coming, and the last two Sundays 
(December 17th – 24th) look backward to 
remember Christ’s first coming. Over the course 
of the four weeks, Scripture readings move from 
passages about Christ’s return in judgment to 
Old Testament passages about the expectation of 
the coming Messiah to New Testament passages 

about the announcements of Christ’s arrival by 
John the Baptist and the Angels.
  While it is challenging to keep in mind 
amid holiday celebrations, shopping, lights and 
decorations, and joyful carols, Advent is intended 
to be a season of fasting, much like Lent, and there 
are a variety of ways that this time of mourning 
works itself out in the season. Reflection on the 
violence and evil in the world causes us to cry 
out to God to make things right—to put death’s 
dark shadows to flight. Our exile in the present 
makes us look forward to our future Exodus. And 
our own sinfulness and need for grace lead us 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to renew his work in 
conforming us into the image of Christ.
  One catechism describes Advent spirituality 
beautifully: “When the Church celebrates the 
liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present 
this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by 
sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s 
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent 
desire for his second coming. By celebrating 
the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church 
unites herself to his desire: ‘He must increase, but 
I must decrease.’”

From: https://www.christianity.com/wiki/
holidays/what-is-advent.html 



In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Angelina & Billy Shrader
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Raymond Champagne

SACRED HEART’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Gary Orgeron
ST. ROSALIE’S LAMP
will burn for healing of

Shannon  Morvant Olivero
ALTAR WINE

is given for healing of 
Jackie Morvant Bush

Young Adult & Youth Mass
Sunday - 8:00 p.m.

The latest Mass on the Westbank

Musically Inclined???  Get  Involved!!!
St. John Bosco Catholic Church
2114 Oakmere Dr.  Harvey, La

Pray
the

Rosary

Egg Shells
Needed

  The Altar Society/Women’s Club is 
in need of egg shells for Confetti Eggs.
  Please consider saving shells for 
the ladies.

St. Rosalie - 
St. John Bosco

Food Pantry

Now Open!

New Location Near
St. Rosalie Cafetorium
Handicapped Accessible

Shop-Thru –
Open 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
1st and 3rd Tuesdays

of Each Month
For Individuals and 

Families in Need of Food

620 First Avenue
Harvey

Announcements
SANCTUARY COMMITTEE

  The Sanctuary Committee for the 
weekend of December 3rd is Team 4, 
which consists of Mary Landry, Jane 
Burke, Evangelina Rodriguez, Sandra 
Hecker and Rose Champagne.

November 24-30,
please pray for

Deacon Joshua Sciullo
who is in Theology IV

Pray for Vocations

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
  Thursday, December 1st is First 
Thursday. Anointing of the sick will 
take place at the 7:00 a.m. Mass.

Reminder!
St. Rosalie

Altar Society/
Women’s Club’s

Christmas Social
Thursday, December 1st – 6:30 p.m.

at Four Columns
For those who have made reservations.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
  The Knight of Columbus will meet 
on Thursday, December 1st at 7:00 
p.m. in the Ruekert Room.

LADIES’ AUXILIARY
  The Ladies’ Auxiliary will not meet 
on December 1st due to the AS/WC 
Christmas Social.



Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions
for the month of December

Volunteer Not-for-Profit 
Organizations

We pray that volunteer non-profit 
organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated 
to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international 
cooperation.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26
 8:00am All Parishioners 
 4:00pm Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Hilton Lirette
 Margie Montet 
 Merlin & Vernel Gomez
 Malcolm & Timmy LeBlanc
 Donald Comeaux
 Conrad & Anthony Saluto
 Hilton Landry II
 Steve Tassin
 Tony & Jaden Phillips
 Raymond LeBlanc
 Shayna Catherine Cline
 Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
 Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
 Hunter & Guastella Families

Mass Intentions

St. Rosalie 
Catholic Church

600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA
504-340-1962

email: office@strosalieparish.com

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor
Fr. George Hanna, SDB

Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

MASS SCHEDULES:
ST. ROSALIE

Saturday Vigil – 4:00 pm
Sunday – 7:30 and 10:30 am

Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm

ST. JOHN BOSCO
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm

Sunday – 9:00 am and 12:00 pm
Youth & Young Adult Mass

Sunday – 8:00 pm
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:30 - 5:15 pm
Both Churches:

Adoration & Confessions
Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
 7:30am Dee Clement 
10:30am Doris & Walter Treadaway
 Rosalie Savona
 Martha Martinez
 Dagoberto Martinez
 Salvadore Rotolo
 Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois
 Kevin Fitzhenry
 Byron S. LeJeune
 Madeleine Behette
 T-Van Falgout
 Nelson Cantrelle, Jr. 
 Agnes & Sidney Rotolo
 Rodney Isemann
 Troy Richoux
 Chetta Doming
 Laura Ann Ditta Walker
 L.J. Doming
 Sam & Laura Ditta
 Margaret & Joe Panepinto
 Kathleen LaGrange
 Gary Orgeron
 All Souls in Purgatory
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28
 7:00am Hilton & Geraldine Landry
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
 7:00am Steve Tassin
 Lois & James Stoner, Sr.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
 7:00am Andy & Virginia Martin
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
 7:00am Omer Kuebel
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
 7:00am Ann White
 Philip, Lillian, Philip D. &
  Michael Saladino
 Poor Souls in Purgatory
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
 8:00am All Parishioners 
 4:00pm Fr. Jon Parks
 Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Hilton Lirette 
 Donald Comeaux
 Iris & Tibby Thibodeaux
 Rodney Wilcox
 Malcolm ‘Buck’ Cortez
 Avis & R.J. Burmaster
 Jerry Melancon, Sr.
 Ryan Welch
 Craig Pellegal
 Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Richoux, Sr.
  & Lee
 Ellen & Suzette Daniels
 Malcolm & Timmy LeBlanc
 Josephine & Bert LeBlanc, Sr.
 Claude & Verine Zeringue
 Ethel & Henry Kraus
 Wayne Oubre
 Dwayne Guidry
 Kenneth Ockman
 Gloria Schouest
 
  

MASS FOR HEALING: 
 Shannon Morvant Olivero
 Jackie Morvant Bush, Gary Guidry
  O.J. Orgeron, Rosalie Oubre 
 Kim Riley, Julie Kirkland, 
 Linda LeJeune, Jonathan Cline 
 Hunter & Guastella family & friends
MASS FOR THE LIVING: 
 Patrick Lofton, Anne, William,  
 Thomas and Marguerite Hart
SPECIAL MASSES: 
 For conversion of sinners.
 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine


