
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring 

glad tidings to the poor.

St. Rosalie Catholic Church
December 11, 2022

The 3rd SundayThe 3rd Sunday
of Adventof Advent



The Pastor Jots It Down!
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes and Alumni,

Happy 3rd Sunday of Advent!  Happy Gaudete Sunday!

  Today, Holy Mother Church invites us to be joyful, knowing that Advent is more than half over and 
Christmas will soon be here. To express the Church’s joy, the priest may wear rose colored vestments 
today instead of penitential purple.

  Now the question before us today: How have our Advent Practices been going? If we have to 
admit that these first two weeks of Advent have slipped by without any serious effort on our part, 
then we have to be glad today that there is still time left for us to intensify or to begin our spiritual 
preparation for Christ’s coming on Christmas Day and for Christ’s coming when he comes to bring us 
home to everlasting life.

  One great way to prepare for Jesus’s birth is to gift Him and one’s self a good, complete and 
sincere Advent Confession.

  Confession is not only for the forgiveness of sins but also for growth in friendship with Jesus. 
The sanctifying grace bestowed in a good confession helps us grow in virtue and gives us strength 
to resist the temptations of the devil.

  When we go to confession numbers and certain specifics are necessary to give the priest a good 
understanding of your weaknesses and sins.

Self-Revelation Is GOOD for you, your body, 
your soul, your doctor and your confessor.
  Doctors and confessors are not mind readers.  They are ready to help you to physical and spiritual 
health and well-being, but they need your cooperation.  You need to tell them in very concrete terms what 
is ailing you.  The more specific you are about who you are (state in life) and your ailments and your sins, 
the better able they will be to guide you and help you walk more closely in the footsteps of Jesus.

  This week Jesus is knocking on the door of your heart.  He’s 
inviting you to receive the sacrament of peace.  He cannot force 
you to open the door of your heart.

  Look at the picture to the left.   Notice that the door has no 
knob on the outside.  The only way Jesus can come into your 
house and your heart is if you let him.

  May all of us have the grace, strength and courage to open 
our hearts to Jesus and his redeeming love channeled to us through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

  These days there will be four opportunities to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Wednesdays, December 14th and 
21st at both churches from 7:00-8:00 p.m., and December 17th at 
St. Rosalie 3:15-3:45 p.m. and at St. John Bosco 4:30-5:15 p.m. 
There will be no confessions on Christmas Eve.

God loves you!



Gaudete Sunday – 
     The Third Sunday of Advent
  A Joyful Sunday. The Third Sunday of Advent is also known as Gaudete Sunday. The word 
“gaudete” is derived from the Latin words “gaudium,” joy, and “gaudeo,” to rejoice or be glad. Gaudete 
Sunday occurs eight to thirteen days before Christmas, and the nearness of the feast is reason for great 
joy.

  The Term “Gaudete.” Gaudete is taken 
from the Entrance Antiphon: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near” 
(paraphrase, Phil 4:4-5). Advent is a time of joyful 
expectation and eager preparation for the Solemnity 
of Christmas.

  Multiple Reasons for Joy. There is joy in looking 
forward to the annual celebration of Christmas, but 
there is also joy in recalling the birth of Jesus on the 
first Christmas. The joy is heightened because he was 
born to save us from our sins (Mt 1:21b). The joy also 
extends to anticipation of the Second Coming, either 
at the end of physical life or the end of the world, 
the time when believers will be given the crown of 
righteousness (2 Tm 4:8) and a place in the Father’s 
house (Jn 14:2) to dwell with God and his angels and 
saints for all eternity.

A Joyful Color. Rose represents joy and may be used 
as the liturgical color for Gaudete Sunday. Violet 
remains the official color for the Season of Advent, 
the Third  Sunday included, because all of  Advent 

   has a penitential tone, a time to be absolved  
   of sin and be in the state of grace for Christmas.  
   Gaudete Sunday offers a brief respite to focus on the  
                 uplifting, upcoming joyful celebration of the Nativity.

  Joyful Adornments. The priest may wear a rose chasuble and the deacon may wear a rose 
dalmatic. Church decorations may include roses or other flowers, a rose-colored altar cloth, drapery on 
the pulpit or ambo, chalice veil, tabernacle curtain, or wall hangings. The third candle of the Advent 
wreath is rose.

  Joyful Prayers. The prayers in the Roman Missal on the Third Sunday of Advent convey a joyful 
message. The immediacy of Christmas is addressed in the Collect, “O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,” followed by two explicit references to joy: “enable us 
… to attain the joys of so great a salvation” and “to celebrate them with … glad rejoicing.” Preface II 
of Advent says, “we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity” and that we are “exultant in his praise.” The 
Communion Antiphon contains the joyful message, “Behold, our God will come, and he will save us” 
(cf. Is 35:4). Two invocations in the Solemn Blessing for Advent refer to joy: the second, “may he make 
you … joyful in hope,” and the third, “So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer’s coming.”

From: https://thecatholicspirit.com/commentary/hotdish/gaudete-sunday-the-third-sunday-of-advent/ 

“The rose, a symbol for joy.” 
St. James Catholic Church, 
Dawson, Minnesota.



  "Christian joy is the 
consequence of possessing 
God through faith and charity; 
it is the fruit of living all the 
virtues." 
  Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again, I say, rejoice 
(Phil 4:4). Saint Paul exhorts the Christians at 
Philippi to always remember that their citizenship 
is in heaven (Phil 3:20), while striving to ensure 
that their manner of life be worthy of the Gospel 
of Christ (1:27). Do nothing from selfishness or 
conceit, but in humility, looking not to one’s own 
interests but to the interests of others (2:3-4). The 
Apostle speaks of joy at a time when he himself 
is in chains and those receiving his letter are also 
undergoing hardships and trials (cf. 1:28-30).
  Hence for Christians joy is not the result of 
an easy life without difficulties, or of one’s current 
circumstances or state of mind, but a deep and 
constant attitude that is born of faith in Christ: 
we know and believe the love God has for us (1 
Jn 4:16). The Christian message has as its aim to 
lead us into communion with God so that our joy 
may be complete (1 Jn 1:4).
  God wants us to be happy. He has created 
us for eternal life, already begun here on earth 
through grace and that will reach its fullness in 
heaven, when we will be united to God forever: 
“Although man can forget God or reject him, He 
never ceases to call every man to seek Him, so 
as to find life and happiness.” Thus “the joy of 
the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who 
encounter Jesus. Those who accept his offer of 
salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner 
emptiness, and loneliness. With Christ joy is 
constantly born anew.” 
  The Gospel recounts to us many meetings 
that are a source of joy: the Baptist leapt with joy 
in the womb of Saint Elizabeth on sensing the 
presence of the Word Incarnate (cf. Lk 1:45); the 
shepherds receive the good news of “great joy”: 
for to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (Lk 2:11); the 
Magi, on once again seeing the star which led 
them to the King of the Jews, rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy (Mt. 2:10); the joy of paralytics, 
the blind, the lepers, and all kinds of sick people 
who were cured by Jesus; the joy of the widow 
at Naim on seeing her son brought back to life 

(cf. Lk 7:14-16); the joy of Zacchaeus, reflected 
in his deep conversion (cf. Lk 19:8); the joy 
of the Good Thief, amid his physical anguish, 
when he learned that he would be with Jesus in 
his Kingdom that very day (cf. Lk 23: 42-42); 
and especially the joy of Mary Magdalene, the 
disciples at Emmaus, and the Apostles in the 
presence of the Risen Jesus. Only the rich young 
man’s meeting with Jesus does not lead to joy, 
since he used his freedom badly and decided not 
to follow the Master. And he became sad, for he 
was very rich (Lk 18:23).

What is joy?
  Christian joy is the consequence of 
possessing God through faith and charity; it is 
the fruit of living all the virtues. In a Christian 
who lives by faith, joy is not a matter of one’s 
temperament or physical well-being. “The 
cheerfulness you should have is not the kind 
we might call physiological good spirits—the 
happiness of a healthy animal. You must seek 
something more: the supernatural happiness that 
comes from the abandonment of everything and 
the abandonment of yourself into the loving arms 
of our Father-God” (The Way, 659).

Foundation of joy
  Joy is one of the fruits of the action of the 
Holy Spirit in our soul, which above all results 
from identifying ourselves with Christ and 
addressing God as Abba, Father: For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God (Rom 
8:14). 
  Christian joy is born, therefore, from 
knowing we are God’s children. “Cheerfulness is 
a necessary consequence of our divine filiation, 
of knowing that our Father God loves us with a 
love of predilection, that he welcomes us, helps 
us and forgives us” (The Forge 332). And our 
joy is strengthened by fulfilling the divine will: 
“Accepting the will of God wholeheartedly is a 
sure way of finding joy and peace (The Way, 758). 
God’s will may be painful and mysterious at 
times, but a person who lives by faith knows that 

Chrisitan 
Joy



for those who love God all things work together 
for good (Rom 8:28).
  Saint Thomas More wrote to his daughter 
Margaret from his prison in the Tower of London: 
“My beloved Daughter, let not your soul be 
disturbed by anything that may happen to me in 
this world. Nothing can happen except what God 
wills. I am very sure of that, no matter what may 
happen, no matter how evil it may seem, it will 
truly be the best thing.” 

Opposite of joy
  The emotion opposed to joy is sadness.  Saint 
Thomas points out that sadness “has its origin in 
a disordered love for self, which is not a special 
vice, but the common root, as it were, of all the 
vices.” It is not, then, suffering or hardships that 
are opposed to joy, but sadness, which can arise 
from a lack of faith and hope when confronting 
these painful situations. Sadness is a sickness of 
the soul that can arise from a physiological cause 
(illness or exhaustion) or from a moral cause: 
from freely committing sin 
and a lack of correspondence 
to grace, which could lead 
to spiritual sadness and 
lukewarmness.
  Pope Francis warns of 
a danger that can lead us to 
lose our joy “The great danger 
in today’s world, pervaded 
as it is by consumerism, is 
the desolation and anguish 
born of a complacent yet 
covetous heart, the feverish 
pursuit of frivolous pleasures, 
and a blunted conscience. 
Whenever our interior life 
becomes caught up in its own 
interests and concerns, there is 
no longer room for others, no 
place for the poor. God’s voice 
is no longer heard, the quiet 
joy of his love is no longer 
felt, and the desire to do good 
fades.” 

Joy and charity
  One of the first Christian 
writings states that “every 
happy man works well, thinks 
well, and detests sadness. But 
the sad man always works 
evil.” Since joy is an effect of 
charity, whoever strives to stay 
close to God, infinite Charity, 
and to respond to his call to 
be holy, finds his or her heart 
overflowing with peace and 
joy. “If we live our lives in 
this way, we shall be bringing 
peace to the world. We shall 

be making God’s service attractive to others, 
because ‘God loves a cheerful giver.’ Christians 
are ordinary people, but their hearts overflow 
with the joy that comes when we set out to fulfil, 
with the constant help of grace, the will of the 
Father”.
  We all need to see cheerful faces alongside 
us. Pope Francis, in the text cited above, 
diagnosed the danger of the selfish sadness that 
an exacerbated consumer society can cause; and 
he points indirectly to the antidote: concern for 
and service to others. Living alongside others in 
the family, at work and in society are constant 
opportunities to do good and sow joy: “To give 
oneself sincerely to others is so effective that God 
rewards it with a humility filled with joy” (The 
Forge, no. 591).

By Vicente Bosch   Edited by fmh
From: https://opusdei.org/en-us/article/christian-
joy-2/ 



In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Alma & Frank Savona
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Carlos Savona

SACRED HEART’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Byron LeJeune
ST. ROSALIE’S LAMP
will burn for healing of

Robert Bourgeois
ALTAR WINE

is given for healing of 
Shannon Morvant Olivero

Young Adult & Youth Mass
Sunday - 8:00 p.m.

The latest Mass on the Westbank

Musically Inclined???  Get  Involved!!!
St. John Bosco Catholic Church
2114 Oakmere Dr.  Harvey, La

Egg Shells Needed
  The Altar Society/Women’s Club is 
in need of egg shells for Confetti Eggs.
  Please consider saving shells for 
the ladies.

Announcements
SANCTUARY COMMITTEE

  The Sanctuary Committee for the 
weekend of December 17th is Team 
6, which consists of Cindy Robichaux, 
Bonnie Perrin, Melody Clark, Carol 
Pelegrin, Karen Guillot and Theresa 
Parfait.

Christmas Mass Schedule
ST. ROSALIE

Vigil Mass – Saturday, December 24th – 4:00 p.m.
Mass at Night – Saturday, December 24th – 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Day – December 25th – 7:30 and 10:30 a.m.

ST. JOHN BOSCO
Vigil Mass – Saturday, December 24th – 6:00 p.m.

Mass at Night – Saturday, December 24th –10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day – December 25th – 9:00 a.m. and 12 Noon

There will be no Youth & Young Adult Mass on Christmas Evening

Mary, Mother of God – January 1st – A Holy Day of Obligation
ST. ROSALIE & ST. JOHN BOSCO

No Vigil Mass on New Year’s Eve
New Year’s Day – Regular Sunday Mass Schedule at both churches.

There will be no Youth & Young Adult Mass on January 1st.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions
for the month of December

Volunteer Not-for-Profit 
Organizations

We pray that volunteer non-profit 
organizations committed to human 
development find people dedicated 
to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international 
cooperation.

SECOND COLLECTION
  The Second Collection being taken 
up at all Masses this weekend is to 
benefit the Retirement Fund for the 
Religious. Many religious orders are 
struggling to keep up with the needs of 
aging members in their communities. 
With rising costs and dwindling funds 
these communities need our help to care 
for their members. Please give back to 
those who gave a lifetime of service to 
our schools and parishes.



Pray
the

Rosary

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
 8:00am All Parishioners 
 4:00pm Fr. Jon Parks
 Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Hilton Lirette 
 Donald Comeaux
 Joan Melton
 Sam & Helen Territo
 Bob Higgins
 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Jacobs
 Danny, Dave & Timmy LeBlanc
 Harold & Grayce Thiaville
 Raymond LeBlanc
 Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
 Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
 Calogero & Loreta D’Amico
 Ryan Welch
 Antonio Damico

Mass Intentions

St. Rosalie 
Catholic Church

600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA
504-340-1962

email: office@strosalieparish.com

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor
Fr. George Hanna, SDB

Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB
Parochial Vicars

Kevin Steel, Deacon

MASS SCHEDULES:
ST. ROSALIE

Saturday Vigil – 4:00 pm
Sunday – 7:30 and 10:30 am

Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm

ST. JOHN BOSCO
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm

Sunday – 9:00 am and 12:00 pm
Youth & Young Adult Mass

Sunday – 8:00 pm
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:30 - 5:15 pm
Both Churches:

Adoration & Confessions
Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
 7:30am G. Harrison Scott
10:30am Alma & Frank Savona
 Mamie & William Treadaway
 Fr. Jimmy Jeanfreau
 Fr. Otis Young
 Ruth Prats 
 Philomena Bartolo
 Marvin Bankston 
 Dee Clement
 T-Van Falgout
 Nelson Cantrelle, Jr.
 Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois
 Kevin Fitzhenry
 Byron S. LeJeune
 LeJeune, Orgeron, Rodrigue 
  and Angelle Family
 Madeleine Behette
 Agnes & Sidney Rotolo
 Rodney Isemann
 Troy Richoux
 Chetta Doming
 Laura Ann Ditta Walker
 L.J. Doming
 Sam & Laura Ditta
 Margaret & Joe Panepinto
 Kathleen LaGrange
 Gary Orgeron
 Luis Arredondo
 Priest Fr. James Joseph Garvey
 All Souls in Purgatory
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
 7:00am Omer Kuebel
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
 7:00am Armbruster & Brown Families
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
 7:00am Rosario Anguiano
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
 7:00am Donna Danos
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
 7:00am Mark Powanda
 Terry & Jimmy Eckert

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
 8:00am All Parishioners 
 4:00pm Cecilia Doepke
 Carmen & Charles Austin
 Vincent Baldassaro, Jr.
 Alexis & Beverly Vicari
 Hilton Lirette 
 Donald Comeaux
 Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
 Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
 Troy Dean Williams II
 Mae, Verna & June Punch
 Margie Montet
 Leroy, Edwin, Sr.; Herman 
  & Lee Richoux
 Malcolm & Timmy LeBlanc
 Hidalgo, Tassin & Simoneaux Fam.
 Conrad & Anthony Saluto
 Perkins Family
 Malcolm ‘Buck’ Cortez
 Shayna Catherine Cline
 Dominick & Conchetta Bellepanni
 Craig LeBlanc
 Tony & Jaden Phillips
 Keller-Richoux Family
 Merlin & Vernel Gomez
 Jerry Melancon
 Antonio Damico

MASS FOR HEALING: 
 Shannon Morvant Olivero
 Jackie Morvant Bush, Jonathan Cline
  O.J. Orgeron, Rosalie Oubre 
 Kim Riley, Julie Kirkland 
 Linda LeJeune, Gary Guidry
 Jan Carnesi, Ryan DeLaCerda
 Hunter & Guastella family & friends
MASS FOR THE LIVING: 
 Patrick Lofton, Anne, William,  
 Thomas and Marguerite Hart
SPECIAL MASSES: 
 For conversion of sinners.
 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine
 


