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The Pastor Jots It Down!
My dear parishioners and friends of St. Rosalie and St. John Bosco Parishes, Alumni and 
all those who have come to celebrate the birth of Jesus into our lives and world, welcome!

  We’re here today at the invitation 
of Jesus.  He wants so much for us and 
our family and friends to know Him 
ever more deeply. He wants us to grow 
evermore in the pathways of Catholic 
Christian Life and to be on fire with 
love for Him and His mission for the 
salvation of the world.

  Today, he’s knocking on the doors 
of our hearts. He wants us to change 
the world by living as he calls us to live 
in a deep relationship with Him and 
carrying on His mission in bringing, 
love, mercy, forgiveness and justice to 
our world.

  He came to bring about His 
Kingdom on earth.  He began setting us on the right track with His example and teachings.  
Now He’s counting on us to bring His Kingdom to completion on earth.

  As we look at the world today, it seems a daunting task. For ourselves alone, yes, it 
is. But in partnership with Jesus, we can do all things in Him who strengthens us.

  Jesus today comes to us. He is asking us to give our lives over to Him as we never 
have before.

  Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness of our world. The darkness has never 
been able to extinguish that light. Jesus calls us today to let our light shine before all the 
world and give glory to God by our words and deeds.

  A Blessed and Merry Christmas to one and all!

  God loves you!



Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Cantrelle III  Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Guastella
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Legendre Mr. & Mrs. Ross Montagnino

Mr. & Mrs. Pedro Rodriguez Alfred & Desiree Cambre Mr. & Mrs. Tony Campiso
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gomez Wayne Nocito Timothy & Guyann Murphy

Sharon Guidry Mrs. Carol Lirette Ms. Frances Bruce Mrs. Donald Comeaux
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Schieffler, Sr. Ms. Lillian Hepting Mr. & Mrs. Kris Hepting

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Brown Mrs. Marion Cortez Mr. & Mrs. Victor Despenza
Ronald & Bonnie Perrin Mr. & Mrs. David Palmisano Mr. & Mrs. Darryl Klein

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rudolph Ms. Carrie M. Scholl Miss Toni Savona Sylvia Higgins
Ms. Dawn Cantrelle Mr. & Mrs. Marc Albarado Milton & Marsha Danos
Grace Bankston Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Schloegel Mr. & Mrs. Biff Mc Cain

In Memory of
Byron S. LeJeune Fred Gerstner, Jr. Charlie Adams Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois

Josephine & Bert LeBlanc, Sr. Claude & Verine Zeringue Henry & Ethel Kraus
Burbank & Marion Richard Anthony, Lena, Joseph and Faye & Frank Muscarello, Jr.

Peter & Rose Vicari Art Landry, Jr. The Albarado & Guidry Families
Carlos Savona Doris & Walter Treadaway Alma & Frank Savona

Oubre, Miller, Picarella and Tauzin Families

A Christmas Prayer 
by Robert Louis Stevenson

Christmas 
Flowers

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus,
that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds,

and worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts,

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.



2. For centuries, candles have brought 
brightness and warmth to the season. Candles can 
also represent the light of the star that appeared 
at the birth of the Savior, and like other lights, 
remind us that He is the Light of the World. Did 
you know candles were often used to decorate 
Christmas trees before electric lights were 
invented?

Trees

Even before Christ’s birth, trees 
that stayed green all year long 
carried special meaning for 
people. A green, thriving tree 
in the dead of winter reminded 

people of hope and new life. Because of Jesus 
Christ, we can have everlasting life so we can 
choose to see the evergreen tree as a natural 
symbol of Him and His gift to us.

Poinsettias

The poinsettia originates 
from Mexico, and like 
the evergreen tree, it 

is a plant that thrives during the winter and 
symbolizes new life. But it doesn’t stop there! 

 

The Star

It’s hard to go anywhere during 
Christmas without seeing stars 
hanging from streetlamps or 
sitting on top of Christmas trees. 

The star is one of the most recognizable symbols 
of the holiday. It represents the star that appeared 
in the sky when Jesus Christ was born. The star 
led the Wise Men to Jesus and reminds us to 
follow the light of the Savior just as the Wise 
Men followed the light of the star to find Him.

Lights and 
Candles

1. “Many of our 
memorable and en-
during Christmas 
traditions include 

different kinds of lights – lights on trees, lights in 
and on our homes, candles on our tables. May the 
beautiful lights of every holiday season remind us 
of Him who is the source of all light.” Christmas 
lights can remind us that Jesus Christ is the Light 
of the World. They can also remind us to be lights 
to others and to help others come unto Christ.

Ten Symbols of Christmas
Lights  . Trees  . Stars . Bells 

Ever wonder what all these Christmas symbols might mean?

The Holy Night, by Carl Bloch

With all the hype of the holidays, you’re sure to see Christmas decorations everywhere. It’s a huge part of 
celebrating Christmas! But have you ever thought about how some of those traditional decorations can help 
us get in touch with the true spirit of the season? If we look at them in the right way, we can allow them to 
help us remember Jesus Christ in our Christmas celebrations as Christians have done for centuries.



Their shape resembles a star, like the one that 
led the Wise Men to Jesus. Red poinsettias can 
remind us of the blood that Christ spilled for us. 
White poinsettias can symbolize His purity.

Holly

Because its red berries and 
prickly green leaves last all 
year round, holly is used as a 
Christmas decoration all over 

the world. The sharp edges of the holly leaf can 
remind us of the crown of thorns placed on the 
Savior’s head. The red holly berry can remind 
us of His blood shed for all of us. Christians 
have long seen these symbols. In fact, in some 
Scandinavian languages, the word for holly is 
“Christ-thorn.”

Wreaths

Traditionally, wreaths are 
made of evergreens such as 
pine branches or holly. Their 
circular shape can represent 

eternity. Wreaths hung on doors or in windows 
are like a symbolic invitation for the spirit of 
Christmas to fill our homes with the joy of the 
season.

Bells

For centuries, bells have been 
rung to announce the arrival of 
the Christmas season. They can 
symbolize the announcement of 

the birth of Christ when angels in heaven praised 
God and declared, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Candy Canes

Perhaps a better name for 
the candy cane is “candy 
crook.” They can remind 
us of the staffs carried by 
the shepherds who visited 

the baby Jesus. During Christ’s time, a shepherd’s 
staff often had a crook, or bend, at the top that 
was used to hook sheep by the neck to gently lead 
them to food or water or to protect them from 
harm. As you enjoy a candy cane, remember that 
Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd. If we choose 
to follow Him, He will gently lead us to safety 
and peace.

Stockings

If you think about it, it’s 
a bit strange for someone 
to put goodies in your 
old sock. But like many 
Christmas traditions, the 
tradition of Christmas 

stockings comes from an old legend. A long 
time ago (so the story goes), a poor man had 
three daughters and couldn’t afford to give them 
a dowry (money or goods given to the groom’s 
family by the bride’s family). In those days, it was 
very hard for a woman to get married without a 
dowry. A Christian bishop named Nicholas heard 
about the problem and wanted to help, but the 
man refused to accept money. One night, Nicholas 
threw three balls made of pure gold in through 
the open window of the man’s house. Each one 
landed in a stocking hung by the fire to dry. The 
next morning, each daughter found a gold ball in 
her stocking. With this bounty, they were all able 
to get married. Stockings can remind us of the 
importance of service. The greatest example of 
service is Jesus Christ. He always “went about 
doing good” (Acts 10:38). Take some time to 
think about the Savior’s selfless acts of service. 
How can you give Christlike service and show 
kindness to others?

Gifts
 
Christmas is the 
season of giving. 
Remember the 
Wise Men who 
came to see 
Jesus? They 
“presented unto 
him gifts; gold, 

and frankincense, and myrrh” but the greatest gift 
of all came from our Heavenly Father: “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” As you open 
your brightly wrapped presents on Christmas 
morning, remember that the Savior is the true gift 
of Christmas.

  From: https://www.lds.org/new-era/2017/12/
ten-symbols-of-christmas?lang=eng&_r=1   
edited by fmh
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In Our Parish
SANCTUARY LAMP
will burn in memory of

Fred Gerstner, Jr.
BLESSED MOTHER’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Doris & Walter Treadaway
SACRED HEART’S LAMP

will burn in memory of
Mabel & Fred Gerstner, Sr. & Jr.

ST. ROSALIE’S LAMP
will burn in memory of

Gerstner & Mahl Families
ALTAR WINE

is given in memory of 
Carlos Savona

St. Rosalie Catholic Church
600 Second Avenue – Harvey, LA

504-340-1962  email: office@strosalieparish.com

Fr. Mark Hyde, SDB, Pastor
Fr. George Hanna, SDB  Fr. Wilgintz Polynice, SDB

Parochial Vicars
Kevin Steel, Deacon

MASS SCHEDULES:

ST. ROSALIE
Saturday Vigil – 4:00 pm

Sunday – 7:30 and 10:30 am
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions:
Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm

ST. JOHN BOSCO
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm

Sunday – 9:00 am and 12:00 pm
Youth & Young Adult Mass

Sunday – 8:00 pm
Weekdays – 7:00 am
Saturday – 8:00 am

Confessions: Saturday 4:30 - 5:15 pm
Both Churches: Adoration & Confessions Wednesday 7:00 - 8:00 pm

SANCTUARY COMMITTEE
  The Sanctuary Committee for the 
weekend of December 31st is Team 1, 
which consists of Kris DiMarco, Elaine 
Landry, Arleen Thibodeaux, Lillian 
Hepting and Lana Mayeaux.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
 4:00pm All Parishioners 
 8:00pm All Parishioners 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
 7:30am All Parishioners
10:30am All Parishioners
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26
 7:00am All Souls in Purgatory
 Irvin Hepting, Jr.
 Leonard Ellermann, Sr.
 Steve Tassin
 Jerry Melancon, Sr.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27
 7:00am Marilyn & Charles ‘Tee’ Blanchard
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
 7:00am Fred Gerstner, Jr.
 Rosalie Gaspar
 Godfrey E. Boudreaux, Sr.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29
 7:00am Geraldine Landry
 Godfrey E. Boudreaux, Sr.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
 7:00am Yves ‘Vessie’ Bourgeois 
 Josephine Messina
 Estanislao & Maria Ana Gongora
 Juan B. & Marcela Rodriguez
 Lori Ann Rholdon
 Fritz Martin, Sr.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
 8:00am All Parishioners 
 No Vigil Mass on New Year’s Eve 

Mass Intentions

MASS FOR HEALING: 
 Shannon Morvant Olivero
 Jackie Morvant Bush, Milton Danos
  O.J. Orgeron, Rosalie Oubre 
 Kim Riley, Julie Kirkland 
 Linda LeJeune, Gary Guidry
 Jan Carnesi, Ryan DeLaCerda
 Hunter & Guastella family & friends
MASS FOR THE LIVING: 
 Patrick Lofton, Anne, William,  
 Thomas and Marguerite Hart
SPECIAL MASSES: 
 For conversion of sinners.
 Prayer for Peace in Ukraine
 

Solemenity of Mary
Mary, Mother of God – January 1st – A Holy Day of Obligation

ST. ROSALIE & ST. JOHN BOSCO
No Vigil Mass on New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day – Regular Sunday Mass Schedule at both churches.
There will be no Youth & Young Adult Mass on January 1st.

SILVER WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

  The Silver Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration will be held on Sunday, 
March 26, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church in New Orleans. The 
celebration is open to couples married 
between 1993 - 1998. To register, 
please contact your parish office 
before Tuesday, January 17, 2023.

Announcements


