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URGENT

ACTION ALERT!
Opposition to New Mexico House Bill 90

New Mexico HB 90, the Assisted Suicide Bill Hearing
- Monday, 8:30 A.M,, January 28, 2019
New Mexico State Capitol, Room 315

House Health and Human Services Committee
Oppose New Mexico HB 90 Seeking to Legalize Assisted Suicide
Protect patients from dangers of assisted suicide.

Please come to the hearing to offer your testimony opposing HB 90.

Albuquerque - Immediate Release -Sunday, January 27, 2019--New Mexico HB 90, the
Assisted Suicide Bill, will be heard Monday, January 28 at 8:30 am at the State Capitol in room
315, House Health and Human Services Committee. Please come to the hearing to offer

your testimony opposing this bill.

HB 90 seeks to legalize assisted suicide. This bill is not good for New Mexicans. It would give a
patient who may die in the loosely-defined "foreseeable future” the ability to obtain lethal
drugs to commit suicide from medical professionals who are not certified physicians.

To protect patients from the dangers of assisted suicide, urge your New Mexico legislators to
Vote NO on HB 90—Contact Allen Sanchez 505.319.3334--END
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Seeking fo Legalize W'
ASSISTED SUICIDE SBY

to obtain lethal drugs to commit suicide from medical
professionals who dare not even physicians.
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Puis New Mexico
patients at great risk
of coercion, abuse
and denial of
lifesaving treatment.

A non-physician, who may or may not even know the patient, could diagnose and prescribe lethat drugs fo bring about
the patient's death. Nurse praciitioners and physician assisfants cre not as experienced as doctors in diagnosing or freaf-
ing serious disecses and could sasily make o mistake.

There is no requirement that the prescribing hedlth care provider see the patient in person, dllowing o greedy heir or abu-
sive caregiver fo request iethal drugs by phone or FAX. .

Terminal liness™ is defined as occutring within six months. A major study of physician prognioses in Chicago revedled that
of 448 predictions, only 20% were accurate in predicting when death would oceur. In another study, "No group accuralely
predicled the length of patient survival more than 50% of the fime.™

Drug cocktails can be prescribed which cause burning throats and agoeny of the end. ?

One in five Dufch patients using standard barbiturates fo kill hemselves experienced complications including vorniting,
inability fo finsh the medication, longer than expected fime 1o die, fallure fo induce coma, and awakening from coma, ®
Patients who ore severely deprassed, have mentdlilness or are infellectually impaired are not required fo have counseling.
No frained medical personnel are required to be present at the fime the lethal drugs are faken or af the time of death,
creating the opportunity for an helr or abusive coregiver fo administer the lethal drugs without the patient's knowledge or
consent,

Inadequate pain control Is NOT the primary recson why patients In Oregon and Washington recuest lethal drugs.

It Oregon and California — states which allow assisted suicide - pafients have been denied payment for freatments to save
their lives, but have been fold that less-costly lethal drugs would be covered. Assisted suicide creates a strong economic
Incentive fo deny freafment,

Suicide in the general population In Oregon Is 40% above the national average during the 20 year perfod that Oregon has
had legal assisted suicide.
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To protect patients from the dangers of assisted suicide,
URGE YOUR LE%%ISLAT ORS TO: ) n
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