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To the People of God: 
 

 
 

We look at the current coronavirus emergency with these 
principles in mind.  But, looking toward the welfare of all, 
Catholic parishes are asked to immediately suspend public 
celebration of Masses and other services at this time due to 
the dangers inherent with the current situation.  Catholics 
are dispensed from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass 
until this suspension is lifted. 
 

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe therefore asks that its parishes 
and other entities: 
 Suspend public celebrations of Mass. Churches may remain 

open for individual prayer. 
 Individual confessions and consultations need not be sus-

pended. 
 Suspend/postpone all other non-essential meetings and 

group devotions such as communal penitential services, sta-
tions of the cross, CCD, youth and adult education, etc. 

 Postpone or cancel possible other rites such as baptisms, 
quincean eras, weddings, funerals, etc. If held due to extraor-
dinary circumstances, limit attendance to 20-30 persons 
and perform the rite without Mass. 

 Eucharistic adoration may continue, but limit the number at 
any one time according to the size of the space utilized. 

 

Other instructions: 
 Archbishop Wester dispenses RCIA candidates from the 

first and second scrutinies.  The third scrutiny, which 
cannot be dispensed, may be accomplished outside of 
Mass according to the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults, paras.  34.2 and 33 I . 

 Validations of marriages in preparation for reception 
into the Church may continue without Mass and with 
minimal attendance. 

 Anointing of the seriously sick and dying may be con-
ducted by priests, who should be assiduous in pre/post 
hygienic procedures and consider replacing their oil 
stocks after the anointing. 

 

The decisions leading to these instructions are not made 
lightly, as we are keenly aware that they will be upsetting to 
many of the faithful.  However, mindful of the responsibility 
for the care of all souls, this very temporary suspension of 
public Mass is weighed against the tragic possibility of facili-
tating an epidemic with its resultant sickness and the possi-
bility of hundreds, if not thousands, of deaths. 
Therefore, the weight must fall on the obligation of charity 
for our neighbors' welfare. We recall how Jesus Himself em-
phasized necessity over strict enforcement of law: "The Sab-
bath was made for  man, not man/or the Sabbath ... " (from 

Mark 2:23-28) 
 

Illnesses in congregations can spread rapidly.  One might be 
sacrificially dismissive with one's own life and health, but we 
have the duty to safeguard the lives and health of others.  Sci-
ence demonstrates the exponential spread of uncontained 
transmission, so the actions taken today are hoped to contrib-
ute to the prevention of that possibility.  Commonly-touched  
items can become catalysts for untold spread of contagion. Al-
so, we cannot but be aware that, because only ordained priests 
are able to consecrate the Eucharist, their own illnesses/deaths 
may result in a lengthy dearth of sufficient priests available to 
serve the faithful. 
 

All this being said, we urge all priests to continue celebrating 
the incomparable sacrifice and gift of the Mass at a pre-
determined time each Sunday and even each day so that the 
souls in their care may join themselves spiritually to the Mass 
even in absentia.  All are urged to read at least the Mass read-
ings of the day and to meditate on them with their families and 
friends, praying for a quick end to our current situation and 
for the welfare of all.  Other possible family and personal de-
votions include: 
 Praying the rosary, stations of the cross and other prayers. 

 Reviewing daily Mass readings (may be found on the USCCB 
website). 

 Additional scriptural, theological or catechetical reading. 

 Televised or streamed Mass. 
 

Wherever you are and whatever you do, please be assiduous in 
following good hygiene. 
 

We are in a trying time and situation, but our hope is that this 
action will assist in minimizing its duration. We recommend  
viewing it as an extended Triduum of absence of 
Eucharistic Communion mirroring the loss felt by the apostles 
after Jesus' death ...resulting in the great joy of the reunion af-
ter the Resurrection.   While the current situation is a collective 
"thorn" for all, we also remember St. Paul:  "...to keep me from  
being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was 
given me in the flesh ...to keep me from  being too elated. Three 
times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but 
he said to me,  'My grace is sufficient for you, for  my  power  is 
made perfect  in weakness. '...For the sake Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,  and 
calamities; for  when I am weak, then I am strong."   (2 Corinthi-
ans  12:7-10) 
 

  
 

Promulgated by direction of Archbishop 
John Wester, 
 
 
 
Very Rev. Glennon J 
Vicar General 

 

 

CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SANTA FE CONCERNING  
RESTRICTIONS DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS SITUATION 

 

by  Very Rev. Glennon Jones, Vicar General 
March 13, 2020 



March 2020   PMD Express - Special Edition                   4 

T 
he coronavirus outbreak is stirring up anxiety, confusion, 
and major inconveniences. It is a situation in which we can 
easily overreact or underreact. How can our faith tradition 

guide and comfort us through this troubling time? 
 A good starting point is to remember that the most re-
peated phrase in the Bible is “Do not be afraid!” or “Have no fear!” 
God probably sends us this message so frequently because fear is 
such a big part of human nature. Fear can alert us to dangers in 
our lives to keep us safe, but fear can also lead us astray, toward 
selfish responses. 
 

Enough for Everyone 
 Of course, we see these same dynamics play out in Scrip-
ture, where fear leads to hoarding. The most famous story is when 
the Israelites are in the desert without food (Exodus 16). God 
rains down manna from heaven but also cautions them to take 
only what they need for now. They disobey but find that the food 
they attempt to store away goes bad immediately. 
 The consistent message we hear in the Bible is that we 
need to trust in God, who will provide enough for everyone. The 
problems come when people begin to take more than they need. 
 Fear of the coronavirus has caused some to stockpile and 
hoard unreasonable amounts of hand sanitizer, face masks, and 
other supplies against the recommendations of leaders. The prob-
lem is that this wipes out supplies for those who truly need them 
the most—health care workers and those most vulnerable to the 
disease—without really making the buyers safer. 
 

Protect the Vulnerable 
 Scripture and the social teachings of the church remind 
us again and again that we—as individuals and a society—must 
protect and give priority to those who are most vulnerable and at 
risk. We see this from the laws in the Old Testament that looked 
out for the poor and the widows, to Jesus’ embrace of people on 
the margins of society, to the early church’s adamant support of 
those who had less. The Bible urges us to put those who are most 
at risk first. 
 In the midst of the coronavirus, the vulnerable take many 
forms. Most obvious are those who are elderly or have other 
health conditions that make them most susceptible to illness. 
Those who are younger may not be concerned about our own 
health risks, but if we help pass on the virus, it can be a life-or-
death situation for others. 
 Others are financially vulnerable and do not have the 
flexibility to take sick leave that many of us take for granted. That 
puts them in a difficult situation when they become ill and may 
have to choose between putting their job at risk and staying home 
to protect others. Likewise, many parents do not have the flexibil-
ity to stay home when school is canceled for their children. 
 The situation is impacting many others, such as small 
business owners who may already be on shaky financial ground. 
 

A Spirit of Sacrifice 
 This health crisis is challenging many of us to make sacri-
fices in our lives. Some are huge, such as those made by exhausted 
health care workers around the world, desperately trying to keep 
patients alive (while avoiding the illness themselves).  
 Other sacrifices fall more in the category of inconvenienc-
es. It is inconvenient when events are canceled, schools close, and 

travel is limited. It is inconvenient to wash 
our hands intentionally and regularly. 
 But this kind of sacrifice is at the 
very center of our faith. Every time we 
gather around the Lord’s Table, we cele-
brate the powerful way Christ showed us 
how to love others. He sacrificed every-
thing in self-giving love for us, and he in-
vited us to do the same. In turn, we die to ourselves—through 
inconveniences and more—in order to love those around us. Tru-
ly loving others will always cost us something. 
 Actions that may not entirely make sense to us can have 
huge effects. Scientists point to the 1918 flu when St. Louis proac-
tively and aggressively closed its schools to prevent infections. 
Death rates in the city were about one third those in Pittsburgh, 
which was much slower to close its schools. Thousands of lives 
were saved. 
 We may grumble about or resist changing our habits, es-
pecially if it’s unclear what’s in it for us. But we need to remember 
that many of these actions are more about protecting others. Per-
haps the invitation amidst this crisis is to embrace the inconven-
iences fully, and then move beyond them to seek out the best ways 
to serve those who are most in need. 
 

Loving Our Neighbor 
 Community is essential to us as Christians. We are the 
Body of Christ, and we know that when two or more gather in 
Jesus’ name, he is present with us. So it may be a bit harder for us 
to handle the “social distancing” happening in many communities. 
 Our call to community is not only in the context of our 
church but also in our neighborhood community. How do we liter-
ally love our neighbor? How can we be witnesses on our streets? 
 One way is to regularly check in on your neighbors who 
may be vulnerable and isolated. Offer to deliver groceries or other 
items for them or to run other errands so they won’t have to risk 
infection by leaving their home.  
 Be a positive, calming influence in any online neighbor-
hood communities. Don’t spread rumors or hysteria, but find 
ways to support each other through the crisis.   
 

Living the Virtues 
Ultimately, as with life in general, we are called to live out the four 
cardinal virtues: 

 Prudence - Carefully discern the best course of action, not 
just for ourselves, but for the good of all. Ask: What action 
does God want me to take? 

 

 Justice - Seek fairness for everyone, especially those who 
need it most. Ask: Who is not getting the help that they need? 

 

 Temperance - Find a healthy balance between self care and 
care for others. Ask: Do I err toward selfishness or an un-
healthy co-dependence? 

 

 Fortitude - Persevere in times of trial and difficulty. Ask: Do I 
have the courage to do the right thing even when the going 
gets tough? 

 

Copyright ©2020 Paul Canavese. Published by The Pastoral Cen-
ter / PastoralCenter.com. Permission is granted to reproduce this 
resource freely. 

A FAITH RESPONSE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
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STOP THE SPREAD. Even if you are not particularly concerned 
about the risk to yourself or your own family, these tactics will 

protect others who may be more vulnerable. Many of us will car-
ry the virus before having any symptoms (and may never de-
velop any). 

 Wash your hands well for at least 20 seconds with 
 soap and water. Sing the refrain to Michael Joncas’ song 
 “On Eagle’s Wings” (“And he will raise you up...”) while 
 you wash.  
 Avoid touching your face. 
 Cough or sneeze into your elbow or a tissue. 
 Follow the guidance of local officials. 
 Stay home if you become ill. 
 

DON’T TAKE WHAT YOU DON’T NEED. Hoarding worsens the 
situation, and can lead to more infections and more impacts 
for the most vulnerable. 

 Leave the masks to others. Masks only make sense for 
 health care workers and those who are infected. They 
 are not guaranteed to prevent transmission anyway. 
 Do not overbuy supplies. Retailers are being wiped 
 out of disinfectants and other supplies, leaving some 
 who most need them without. Be prepared, but be 
 thoughtful and reasonable. 

ADVOCATE FOR THE VULNERABLE AND TARGETED.  
 Have compassion for those most at risk. Stand up for 
 those who need the most help and make sure they are 
 being cared for, without judgment. 
 Fight racism. Discrimination against those with Asian 
 background only hurts the situation. 
 

PROACTIVELY LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
 Check in on isolated or vulnerable neighbors and 
 offer to help with specific tasks such as shopping, child 
 or pet care, cleaning, etc. 
 If you are in a position of power, use that power for 
 the good of all. Allow workers to work from home or 
 take time off, limit large gatherings, follow government 
 guidance, etc. 
 Thank those on the front lines who are protecting us, 
 such as health care workers, police, firefighters. Be gen-
 tle and kind with them. 
 Pray for all those affected by the crisis. 

NEWS RELEASE:  SANTUARIO DE CHIMAYO / TOME HILL PILGRIMAGES  
POSTPONED DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC 

 

Celine B. Radigan, Director of Office of Communications/Social Media 
Monday, March 16, 2020  

 

ALBUQUERQUE – IMMEDIATE RELEASE – The Archdiocese of Santa Fe continues to abide by 
New Mexico’s Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s March 11, 2020’s Executive Order 2020-004 
and amendments declaring a state of public health emergency as a result of the global spread 
of  2019 Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19).   
 

As such, Chimayo and the Tome Hill group pilgrimages are hereby postponed until the State of 
New Mexico Department of Health lifts these COVID-19 directives protecting the lives of our 
citizens. Individual pilgrims visiting Santuario de Chimayo are strongly discouraged from visit-
ing the sacred shrine because of the increased risk of contracting COVID-19 and passing it on to 
another who may be gravely harmed.  For those who insist upon visiting the Santuario at this time and are not willing or able 
to postpone their pilgrimage to a later date when the danger has passed, we ask that social distancing and proper safety pro-
tocols be strictly self-enforced to protect fellow pilgrims and their families.  
 

Please know this very difficult decision was made with a great sense of sadness.  Archbishop John C. Wester, 
in collaboration with Reverend Julio Gonzales, Holy Family Parish | Santuario de Chimayo pastor and civil au-
thorities made it out of an abundance of caution due to the gravity of our current situation and concern for 
the safety of the pilgrims journeying to these sacred sites. A shortage of State personnel cannot assure the 
safety of pilgrims traveling on New Mexico’s highways.  Additional information will be provided as conditions 
warrant.   
 

New Mexico health officials strongly advise residents to stay home to the greatest extent possible, to limit per-
son-to-person contact, and to undertake only those outings that are essential to health, safety and general 
welfare.   

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
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Ministry Resource Center 
Deacon Keith Davis  

Director      
505-831-8187 

kdavis@archdiosf.org 

Corey Lucero                     
Secretary               

505-831-8179 

clucero@archdiosf.org 

NOT CURRENTLY A LIBRARY PATRON? 
 Just visit our web site to register online at:   

http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/ or Click Here 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTRY RESOURCE CENTER 

Dear MRC Patron, 
Due to a ruptured pipe in the Lourdes Hall, the MRC will be closed until further notice.  While no books were damaged, 
the library is unusable.  If you have items to return, please use the drop box at the front of the Catholic Center. 
In the meantime, you are always free to check out books at our satellite locations in Clovis and Raton.  You can also use 
our eBook system (OverDrive).  Besides eBooks, we have audio books and streaming video available for your use (for 
free, of course).  All you need is a user name and password.  If you cannot remember your log in credentials, feel free to 
contact me via email and I will be happy to help you.  You can reach me at this email address:  MRC@archdiosf.org.   
Here is the link to our Overdrive eBook site:  https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/ 
I apologize for the inconvenience, especially during this time when so many of you may be looking 
for spiritual support. 
May God be with us all. 
Peace, 
Dcn. Keith Davis 
Director, Ministry Resource Center 

 

For more updates on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) within the Archdiocese of  

Santa Fe please visit https://archdiosf.org/covid-2019.  
 

For helpful resources visit https://archdiosf.org/covid-19-resources. 
 

If you have any other questions regarding the work of  

the Pastoral Ministries Division (PMD) you may contact: 

 

 

 

Si tiene alguna otra pregunta sobre el trabajo de la  

Divisio n de Ministerios Pastorales (PMD) comuní quense con: 

 

 

 
For questions on liturgical practices please contact/Para preguntas sobre las pra cticas  

litu rgicas, por favor comuní quense con: 

Damaris Thillet 

505.831.8128 

dthillet@archdiosf.org  

http://asfworship.org/  

Michelle Montez 
505.831.8221 

mmontez@archdiosf.org 

Denise Frias 
505.831.8165 

dfrias@archdiosf.org 

Rocio Gonzalez 
505.831.8152 

rgonzalez@archdiosf.org  

Elvia Becerra 
505.831.8147 

ebecerra@archdiosf.org  

http://archdiosf.booksys.net/opac/archdiosf/index.html#menuHomeC:/Users/kdavis/Documents/_Outlook
https://form.jotform.com/kdavis5430/mrc-new-patron-registration
mailto:MRC@archdiosf.org
https://asfmrc.overdrive.com/
https://archdiosf.org/covid-2019
https://archdiosf.org/covid-19-resources
mailto:dthillet@archdiosf.org
http://asfworship.org/
mailto:mmontez@archdiosf.org
mailto:dfrias@archdiosf.org
mailto:rgonzalez@archdiosf.org
mailto:ebecerra@archdiosf.org
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe 
Pastoral Ministries Division 
4000 St. Joseph Place, NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 
 
Return Service Requested 

To subscribe/unsubscribe to this free newsletter, or if there is an address change  
please contact Denise Frias at dfrias@archdiosf.org or 505-831-8165. Thank you! 

Published by the ASF Pastoral Ministries Division  4000 St. Joseph Place NW Albuquerque, NM 87120 

Michelle Montez 
Executive Director & Editor 

505-831-8221 
mmontez@archdiosf.org 

Denise Frias 
Executive Assistant & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8165 
dfrias@archdiosf.org  

Charla Becerra 
NAM Secretary & Assistant Editor 

505-831-8151 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

Help Us Conserve Resources and Trees!   
If you have an email address we can send you 
the PMD Express, via e-mail, which will save 
printing materials. Simply send a message to 
cbecerra@archdiosf.org 

We wish to thank all who are 
contributing to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal, making the 
ministries of the Pastoral 

Ministries Division possible. 

A CORONAVIRUS PRAYER 
By Kerry Weber 

 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your command, the sick were 
made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing 
love. 
 

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical care.  
 

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another.  
 

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.  
 

Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.  
 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.  
 

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. 
May they know your peace. 
 

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and who 
put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.  
 

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well -being of the 
people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or pre-
vent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.  
 

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay 
with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us your peace.  
 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 


