
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
      Holy Thursday 
           7:00 PM 

Living Stations of the Cross 
Good Friday at Noon 

Beginning at Grace Episcopal Church 

 

Good Friday Service 
7:00 PM 

St. Roch Parish 
 

Sister Parish  

St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 

Easter Vigil Mass 
7:30 PM 

 
 

Easter Sunday Morning 
8:30 & 11:00 
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Saturday, March 24, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Norman Bernner by Patty & Bob Bombard 
Sunday, March 25, 2018 
     8:30 AM  Henry Smolenski by wife Frances 
   11:00 AM  Lucille LaPlante by her children 
Monday, March 26, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Vernon Laverdure & Family by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 
Tuesday, March 27, 2018 
      8:30 AM  Paul Guiney (12th Anniversary) by Patricia Guiney   
Wednesday, March 28, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass—Fr. Roy celebrating Mass at St. Paul Cathedral 
Thursday, March 29, 2018 Holy Thursday—Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
      7:00 PM  All deceased priests who have served at St. Roch Parish 
Friday, March 30, 2018 Good Friday 
      7:00 PM  Liturgy 
Saturday, March 31, 2018 Holy Saturday—Easter Vigil 
      7:30 PM   All those baptized & those receiving First Communion and Confirmation 
Sunday, April 1, 2018 Easter Sunday 
     8:30 AM  All those memorialized in the Flower List 
   11:00 AM  All those who have died in the past year and all those who are  
  buried in St. Roch Cemetery 

Sunday, March 25 
Mk 11:1-10, Is 50:4-7 
Phil 2:6-11 
Mk 14:1-15:47 
Monday, March 26 
Is 42:1-7 
Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday, March 27 
Is 49:1-6, Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday, March 28  
Is 50:4-9a, Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday, March 29 
Ex 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Cor 11:23-26 
Jn 13:1-15 
Friday, March 30 
Is 52:13-53:12 
Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
Jn 18:1-19:42 
Saturday, March 31 
Gen 1:1-2;2, Gen 22:1-18,  
Ex 14:15-15:1, Rom 6:3-11 
Sunday, April 1 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Col 3:1-4 
Jn 20:1-9 

Scripture Readings 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.………… Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday through Friday  
During Lent  8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday 
or anytime on request. 

 

Office Hours:    Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

  March 17 & 18 
      

     Offertory Envelopes (155)                     $   4,914.00           
     Loose Money                             415.00 
     Other sources of income                    1,375.00 
     Total                                                            6,704.00     
     Weekly  Goal                                 5,582.00           
 Result                    Thank You!             +     1,122.00    

 

    Good Friday Collection 
Our minds and hearts are especially aware of 
the Holy Land this week and on Good Friday 

we are called to support the Christian community there; 
many of whom depend on this collection for their lives. 
The Franciscans there house and feed the poor and main-
tain the shrines and parishes and deserve our support. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
We are accepting contributions for flowers 
as we ready the church for Easter. In your 
envelope packet, you will find an Easter 
Flowers envelope. Please fill in the name(s) 
of your loved ones. The envelopes may be 
dropped in any collection basket. Names 

received by Monday, March 26th will be enrolled in a 
special memorial listing. 

 

Your Easter Offering 
 

A special second collection will be taken up 
at the Easter Vigil and Easter Morning 
Masses. Thank you for your generosity  
in supporting our parish. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   This Sunday as we listen to the proclamation of the Passion of our Lord there can be no doubt in our minds and 
heart that Jesus came into this world for serious business. Sent by the Father for our redemption whose intention is that  
“all should be saved and none lost.” God has done all that He can for our salvation, if some are lost we have to ask why.  
To reflect on the sixth meditation titled, “On Judgement” from the book “Lift Up Your Heart,” based on the teaching of St. 
Francis de Sales is most appropriate for this Sunday. 
 

   We begin with these words from the saint “Detest your sins for they alone can ruin you on that dreadful day. Ah,  
I will judge myself now so that I may not be judged! I will examine my conscience and condemn, accuse and amend myself 
so that the Judge will not condemn me.” 
 

   Once the soul’s long farewell, which we spoke of in the last meditation, is complete, it proceeds on its journey. 
The journey has two alternative destinations: heaven or hell. This topic of God’s judgement is remarkably absent from many 
of today’s religious conversations. Some simply dismiss this as human ingenuity designed to keep everyone in line, to scare 
us into obedience. While we rightly think of God as a loving Father this does not eliminate the fact that Jesus Christ often 
spoke of himself as judge and referenced the final judgement at the end of time. God’s judgement is an unavoidable topic. 
 

   If our place in heaven is already determined then our choices here are not truly free because they do not have  
any force over our final destination. Freedom means we choose our eternal residence—either with God or without God.  
Remember the unforgettable passage in Matthew’s Gospel about separating the sheep and goats based on whatever you  
did to the least you did to Me. The sheep on the right inherit the kingdom, the goats on the left are accursed: some go off to 
eternal punishment and the righteous to eternal life. -Matthew 25:31-46 
 

   Justice is the virtue of rendering unto another that which is their due. Our freely chosen actions are not  
neutral: they have merit as well as consequences. Christ’s judgement is not out of anger or vengeance but it is rather a judge-
ment that renders to each what is their due. He passes the judgement that is the logical conclusion of our choices. 
 

   We must always carefully resist the temptation to play Christ’s role and judge others Though we know the  
categories of good and evil, we cannot see into the hearts of others to understand all of the circumstances that led them to 
choose as they did. On the topic of God’s mercy, we recognize the fact that in two thousand years the Catholic Church has 
never proclaimed definitively that this or that person is in hell. What we do know is that hell is real and it is a real possibility 
that the abuse of our freedom might cause us to find ourselves there for eternity. 
 

   What would cause this is of course, unrepented sin. Sin is rebellion against God. Rarely is it outright and  
hateful. More subtle are various forms of humanism that do not directly attack God but elevate humanity to the level  
of God and thus replace Him. Materialism, individualism, relativism and hedonism are all features of the present age that 
destroy the roots of charity within the soul. The evil one works most effectively in gradually urging hearts away from love 
of God first into disinterest and finally into distaste and excessive love for created things. 
 

   Finally, in great peace and joy, we take tremendous confidence in knowing that our judgement is not this day.  
At the same time, we resist any temptation to put off further repentance. Moreover, we rejoice in a simple but amazingly 
beautiful fact: God has already given us absolutely everything we need, by grace and by sacrament, to ensure that we need 
never hear those words of condemnation! We ought to always give thanks for this important fact, lest we take it for granted 
and fail to respond with the fullness of our freedom in striving for the good. 
 

   Trust in God’s mercy, but know if His justice. 
      

Let us continue to love one another, 
 

Fr. Roy 

 From the  

 Pastor’s  

 Desk 

The Readings for next Sunday, April 1, 2018 
 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43 
Colossians 3:1-4 

John 20:1-9 
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Enjoy a Free Subscription to an  
incredible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content all in one place— 
eBooks, videos, movies, audios, etc. 
 

It’s EASY and FREE to register! 
Gift of St. Roch Parish to you! 

 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith.  

 

JUNE 23, 2018 
WOW! PLANNING HAS BEGUN!! 

 

And you are invited to decide what this year’s festival 
will look like…….Join Jim Gondek on April 17 at 

6:00 PM in Room 1 of the Parish Center. 
Forget about the winter cold for an hour                  

and plan for warm summer fun. 

 

Clothing & Shoe Donations Needed 
For Oxford family who lost everything  

in house fire. 

4 Children - Clothing Sizes & Shoe Sizes: 
Girl- size 12 / shoe size 3 

Boy- size Lg-XL / shoe size 13 
Girl- size 14-16 or Lg-XL 

Boy- size XL   
Bins located at both entrances to the church.    

Gift Cards also appreciated. Thank you! 

 
 

 

 
 
 

March 29 Holy Thursday                                                          
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 PM 

 

March 30 Good Friday Liturgy 7:00 PM                                                                           
Noon Ecumenical Stations 

March 31 Holy Saturday  
Easter Vigil Mass 7:30 PM 

 
April 16 Easter Sunday 
Resurrection of The Lord  
Masses 8:30 & 11:00 AM   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alleluia! He is Risen!  

Everyone is welcome  
to receive the Sacrament of  

Reconciliation at  
St. Ann’s, North Oxford  

Tuesday, March 27th   
at 6:30 PM. 

 

 
 

  Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Anthony Nguyen, 

Andrew Rivers, Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe 
Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, Roseanne 
Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, 
Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, 
John Hickman, Stephen Rice, Timothy Bowes, Cindy Flores, 
Ed Carpenter,  Anita Prunier, Roger St. George, Charlene 
White, James Sumerlin, Jerry Coffey, Bob St. George, Julie 
Guertin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy 
Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming,  
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul 
Murphy, Shannon Bernard, James Cadarette, James 
Quaiel, Irene Allain, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, 
Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Helen 
Gilman, Pat LaFontaine, Andy McDonald, Maureen  
Germain, Elizabeth Trainor. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Based upon popular request, 
the St. Roch FUNdraising 
Committee is pleased to  
announce that we are offering 

our second wine tasting / evening of song event on  
Saturday, May 5th. The theme for this year’s event will be 
“Songs from the American Stage and Songbook.”  
We were able to secure the services of the same singers we 
had, including one of St Roch’s parishioners.  
 

The event will begin at 7:00 PM. The church hall will open 
at 6:30 PM. In addition to the singing, we will also have 
hors d’ourves and wine to sample throughout the evening. 
Wine will be provided by the same individual we used last 
year, who specializes is paring food and wine. 
 

All tickets will be advance sale only. No tickets will be sold 
at the door. Ticket prices are $30 each with a special “non-
wine” price of $25 each.  
Tickets will be available starting the weekend of Easter. All 
tickets must be purchased no later than Monday, April 30th.  
We will accept table reservations of parties of 6, 7 or 8.  
 

Please contact Jim Gondek (508-987-5387 or  
jgondek@gmail.com if you are interested in having a table 
reservation. 

mailto:jgondek@gmail.com
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CALL 508-987-2382 FOR ALL QUESTIONS, 
WEATHER CANCELATION NOTICES, OR TO  

REPORT ABSENCE.  
 

MARCH 2018 
 

25- Palm Sun   K-12  9:40-10:50 
  Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 
29- Holy Thursday—Candidates meet 15 minutes  
      before Mass and sign in at sacristy. 
30- Good Friday 12 PM  Living Stations    
      Candidates meet 11:45 at Grace Episcopal Church 
 

 

APRIL 2018 
 

1 Easter NO CLASSES Rel Ed office closed 
8 Divine Mercy Sunday Breakfast 8-11AM 
   K-12, 9:40-10:50 AM & Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 
15 - 22 SCHOOL VACATION NO CLASSES 
29 SUN K-12 9:40-10:50 / Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 

 
MAY 2018 

 

3 Thurs Confirmation Celebration 7:00 PM with        
    Bishop Mc Manus Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish,  

Main St. Webster, candidates & sponsors  
meet 6:15 in All Saints Academy Hall, Day St. 

5 Sat 1st Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM 
6 SUN   Last Class K, 1, 3-12 9:40-10:50  

Teachers bring supplies to main office, please. 
  1st Eucharist Practice 9:30-11 in the Church. 
13 SUN MOTHER’S DAY no classes 
20 SUN Pentecost 1st Eucharist 2PM/ Breakfast 8-11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Light of the World is a retreat, that has its founda-
tion and heart in the basic Gospel message:         
God loves us; Sin separates us from God; Jesus   
reconciles us to God. Through the power of the Holy   
Spirit we are able to accept God’s free gift of       
salvation in Jesus.  

The greatest thing experienced in the retreat is that 
each retreatant is invited into a personal, intimate 
relationship with Jesus Christ in the loving embrace 
of the Catholic Church, without any preconditions. 
The invitation is gentle, yet so loving, from fellow 
parishioners telling the story through their own    
experience.  

Anyone can come to the retreat no matter what their 
knowledge of the Church, Bible or even of   God the 
Father, Son, or Holy Spirit. No level of  head or 
heart knowledge is required to partake of  the experi-
ence. Also, no requirements are made on anyone to 
do anything more than be present, open   to hear 
whatever God wants them to hear. 

What touches my heart each time I am at the Light 
of The World Retreat is the simple pleasure of being 
with other seekers, other children of God, just letting 
the words of the retreat team wash over us. Without 
any expectations from us of what our experiences   
of faith or our practices of faith might have been  
before this, we are all able to just be present to the 
experience.  

So many times, over the past two years of retreats, 
I’ve heard people say the retreat was so different 
than expected, and this by those who came as their 
very first retreat of any kind. From seasoned Catho-
lics, I have been told that some things of which they 
had some knowledge touched them as though they 
had never heard about it ever before.  

My prayer is for every member of my parish family 
to take the opportunity to come to the Light of The 
World Retreat. I invite everyone reading this to join 
us for our fifth retreat, September 28, 29, 30, Octo-
ber 1. You will be glad you did this for  yourself. 

Call me for more details 508-987-2382. 

        Peace, 

        Terry Ann Renaud 

The Confirmation class, Family of 
Friends Youth Ministry and the Jr & Sr 
High classes have been providing us with 
breakfasts each month.  
 

Your help is needed to allow the 2018 
breakfasts continue to please us all. Please 

note upcoming dates for breakfast…  
 

April 8, Divine Mercy Sunday, the breakfast will   
benefit the Mary Kilinskas Scholarship Fund which helps 
young people continue their Catholic Education. 
 

Also, on May 20, & June 10, you can help fund future 
youth events. 
 

Why not buy breakfast for family or a friend (just $4) or 
donate (from BJ’s) -syrup, Aunt Jemima’s Pancake Mix, 
butter, breakfast sausages, eggs, (from Market Basket) -
Texas Toasting bread, milk, juices, plates, napkins, plas-
tic ware, or table covers. 
Call 508-987-2382 to help or order tickets. 

https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/palm_sunday
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/good_friday
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/easter
https://www.calendar-12.com/holidays/pentecost
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USED CLOTHING DROP-OFF SHED  
A shed is available in our church lot for the 
donation of all clothing, shoes, belts, purses, 
blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes and 
stuffed toys.  (Please NO rags, fabric scraps, 
pillows, toys or household goods...these items 

are a hardship and expense to dispose of.)  
•Clothing is sent to people who can use it all over the US 
and the world. 
•Please put your items in tied or closed bags.  
•Receive a tax deduction for your donation. Receipts are on 
the shed.  
•While these clothing items are not being distributed 
locally, please note that the parish is given 4¢ a pound for 
all donations. This can build up and will be used to aid the 
poor in our own neighborhoods which is part of every 
Christian community’s responsibility. 

Supplying the Wine for Mass 
 

John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has for 
some time been organizing donors willing to give 
$20 every couple of months to pay for the sacra-

mental wine used during the Eucharistic celebration of 
the Mass. Anyone who would like to become a Vintner 
for the Lord is asked to call the rectory at 508-987-8987.  

 

 334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 18 
 

  #197  Jack Hamilton 
  #204  Roseann Ljunggren 
  #420  Robert Peterson 
  #261  Louise McGrath 
   

           CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Envelopes are in your monthly packets or blank enve-
lopes may be found at the entrances to the church. 

The CRS Rice Bowls will be collected 
Easter Sunday and the following weekend 
in the church and in the classrooms. 
Thank you participating in this effort to 
aid and be in solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters around the world.  

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

May 17-20 
 Amusement Rides 

& Games 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10 
 Sat 12-10, Sun 12-6 

 

Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

 
 
 

Festival Committee will meet Tuesday, April 17th at 
6:00 PM in the par ish center . 
 

Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, April 17th at 
7:00 PM in the rectory. 
 

Elizabeth’s House Cleaning Service 
Serving Oxford, Sutton, Webster & surrounding towns. 

                      508-615-0228 
      Reasonable Rates, Flexible Services 
   Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly Services 

The Oxford Community 
Theater Group is back for a 
9th summer. Come join us 
Under The Sea for our pro-
duction of The Little Mer-
maid! No previous acting, 
singing, or dancing neces-
sary. Auditions will be held 
on May 14th and also May 

16th from 6-8pm at St. Roch Church. For  auditions you 
will need to do a brief reading which we will provide and 
prepare a 30-45 second song to sing a capela (does not 
have to be from the show). A short dance routine will also 
be taught so be sure to dress comfortably. Rehearsals will 
begin the following week and will be every Monday and 
Wednesday evening from 6-8:30pm. The show will be per-
formed Friday and Saturday, August 17th and 18th at 7pm, 
with a matinee Sunday August 19th (time TBD). For more 
information please email Andrew at 
abennett82689@charter.net (please put Little Mermaid in 
subject line).   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
COUNCIL #4241 

Meeting every first Tuesday of the month 
beginning with a Mass at 6:00 pm at St. 
Ann’s. Then we retire to the church hall to 

begin K of C Council Meeting at 6:45 pm. Lots of things 
happening! If you are in need of something, please call a 
brother Knight. We are always looking for new men who 
are interested in joining! You may contact us by email to: 
kofcoxfordmass.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNbqjdW4kscCFYlUkgodS00GtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsugar.com%2Ffood%2FNew-Wine-Bottle-Design-Includes-Built--Decanter-13092602&ei=j0TCVZbnEYmpyQTLmpmgCw&bvm=
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