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Saturday, April 28, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Philip Ryan (4th Anniversary) by wife Janet 
Sunday, April 29, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Connie Nelson (3rd Anniversary) by sister Cindy Clark 
   11:00 AM  Richard & Paul Roy by the family 
Monday, April 30, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Kathleen Baca (4th Anniversary) by daughter Jenn 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 
      8:30 AM  Marguerite A. Roy by the family   
Wednesday, May 2, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Parishioners of St. Roch Parish 
Thursday, May 3, 2018 
      8:30 AM  James Cadarette by Teri & Jeff Rawson 
Friday, May 4, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Intention 
Saturday, May 5, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Dennis R. St. Hilaire by the family 
Sunday, May 6, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Debbie & Roger Goddard 
   11:00 AM  Ella Brown by Brian & Janet Bergeron 

Sunday, April 29 

Acts 9:26-31 
1 Jn 3:18-24 
Jn 15:1-8 
Monday, April 30 
Acts 14:5-18 
Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday, May 1 
Acts 14:19-28 
Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday, May 2 
Acts 15:1-6 
Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday, May 3 
1 Cor 15:1-8 
Jn 14:6-14 
Friday, May 4 
Acts 15:22-31 
Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday, May 5 
Acts 16:1-10 
Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday, May 6 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
1 Jn 4:7-10 
Jn 15:9-17 

Scripture Readings 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.………… Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:    Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

     April 21 & 22 
 
      

     Offertory Envelopes (140)                     $  3,629.50         
     Loose Money                                410.00 
     Other sources of income                      222.00 
     Total                                                            4,261.50     
     Weekly  Goal                                 5,582.00           
 Result                                                     -       1,320.50    

Thank You!       

 
Last weekend was our Parish 
Commitment Weekend for the 
2018 Partners in Charity Ap-
peal. Thank you to those who 
made a gift and a special thank 
you for those who gave for the 
first time. Your gift will help 
us in reaching our parish goal. 

To date 123 of our parish families have responded. How-
ever, we need the support of all members of St. Roch if 
we are to be successful in reaching our parish goal of 
$42,800. If you have not yet completed your pledge, 
please prayerfully make your pledge and return it to the 
church office or in the collection basket. We are confi-
dent that, with God’s help and yours, we will rise to it! If 
you have not yet made a gift or pledge, please fill out a 
commitment pledge envelope today in the pew today or 
visit www.partners-charity.net to make an online gift. 
Thank you!  
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

   In this letter I’d like to return to the promise I made with you to summarize the writings of St. Frances de Sales 
based on his spiritual classic “Introduction to the Devout Life.”  This meditation is on Heaven, the saint writes: 
“Fervently aspire to this most delightful abode. Let us go forward, my dear soul, to that infinite repose, let us travel on  
to that blessed land which is promised to us.” 
 

   The problem often is that much of what we have heard about heaven since we were young, stuff like angels, 
clouds, the pearly gates, wings , halos, harps, doesn't really attract us. Nobody wants to spend eternity standing on a 
cloud dressed in white and holding a harp. This movement of correcting our idea of heaven is one of the most important 
works of faith we can ever undertake. 
 

   We need to use what we know of our world to lead us into considering that which lies beyond our experience. 
Even though our richest imagination cannot capture what heaven really is, it matters though that we try. Imagine the 
most beautiful landscape, lush and green, fragrant with every kind of colorful flower, crystal clean water flowing over a 
network of waterfalls, the air filled with the song of birds. Add to this the fact that unlike everything that we know it is 
totally perfect and it is not passing; it is eternal. This beauty will never fade or decay. 
 

   Along with the angelic beings who surround the throne of God with songs of endless praise, honoring God by 
their whole existence, spotless and glorious, we will find as the Book of Revelation tells us: “a great multitude, which no 
one could count, from every nation, race, people and tongue” (Rev 7:9). These are the ones who have walked the path-
ways of the earth as we do. 
 

   Heaven is simply the state of being in which creation is perfectly in communion with God and one another. 
We were created for communion. Nobody wants to be alone, we find peace and joy in loving and being genuinely loved. 
In heaven no relation is marred by jealousy, mistrust, selfishness, pride or lust. 
 

   Imagine the greatest day you could put together. All of the people you love the most gather for a surprise 
birthday party. The weather is perfect, the setting ideal, the celebration sublime. You experience real, constant, authentic 
peace, absolute tranquility with an overflowing sense of blessedness beyond your wildest imagination. Now take that 
assembly of feelings, multiply it beyond quantity and stretch it beyond time and you have barely touched upon the hem 
of the garment of bliss. 
 

   We cannot get our minds around the concept of unending joy, because, in putting together the perfect day 
filled with the greatest joy, our human experience tells us something very real: it will end. No matter how wonderful a 
day you might imagine, you know it is only a day. Truly, we cannot imagine what it would be like to exist in surpassing 
joy and to do so without end. 
 

   One of the most life-giving fruits of these meditations is the change in how we view heaven. Heaven cannot be 
a distant choice or a far-off idea. It must be the ultimate goal that is on our minds constantly. We should frequently turn 
our minds to this subject in order that the ultimate destination that God has willed for us might influence and give mean-
ing to our present life. Let us do this intentionally because the many pressing matters that demand our attention can 
cause us to easily forget the invisible, seemingly distant, but life-altering reality of heaven. 
 

   Ask the Lord to plant deep in your heart a right and holy longing for the joy that never fades. 
 

   I am grateful to the Lord that this meditation on heaven came at this time because my very close friend  
Msgr. John Allard has suddenly become very ill and most likely has come to the end of his earthly pilgrimage. How 
comforting it is to reflect on what the Lord has prepared for this dedicated priest who has given his life in faithful  
service to Jesus. 
 

Let us continue to love one another, 
 

Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, May 6, 2018 
 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
1 John 4:7-10 
John 15:9-17 
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The Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf 
 

THANKS All the volunteers who vol-
unteered their time to distribute food on 

each of the Thursdays of July. Your help and your 
continued support is so appreciated. Thank 

you also to all for the donated food and greeting 
cards. These items are always needed to help 
those clients in our town who are in need of  
assistance. A bin is available at the front  
entrance to the church for donations.  
Thank you! 

 

 
 

  Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Anthony Nguyen, 

Andrew Rivers, Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe 
Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, Roseanne 
Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, 
Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, 
John Hickman, Stephen Rice, Timothy Bowes, Charlene 
White, Ed Carpenter, Anita Prunier, Roger St. George,  
James Sumerlin, Jerry Coffey, Bob St. George, Julie  
Guertin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns,  
Judy Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming,  
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul 
Murphy, James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, 
Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Helen 
Gilman, Andy McDonald, Maureen Germain. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
May 5, 2018 

 
 

WINE TASTING & EVENING OF SONG 
 

The theme for this year’s event will be “Songs from the 
American Stage and Songbook.” We were able to secure 
the services of the same singers we had at last year’s 
event, including one of St Roch’s parishioners.  
 

The event will begin at 7:00 PM. The church hall will 
open at 6:30 PM. In addition to the singing, we will also 
have hors d’ourves and wine to sample throughout the 
evening. Wine will be provided by the same individual 
we used last year, who specializes is paring food and 
wine. 
 

All tickets will be advance sale only. No tickets will be 
sold at the door. Ticket prices are $30 each with a special 
“non-wine” price of $25 each.  
Tickets are now available at the entrances to the church 
before and after Masses and must be purchased no later 
than Monday, April 30th.  
 

We will accept table reservations of parties of 6, 7 or 8.  
Please contact Jim Gondek (508-987-5387 or  
jgondek@gmail.com if you are interested in having a  
table reservation. 

The Mother’s Day Drive sponsored by 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society to let mothers 
who are experiencing hard times know that they 
are not forgotten will end on May 6th. We ask 
that you purchase personal care items for wom-
en. These items will be packaged and given to  

a mother at the Veteran’s Shelter, New Hope Woman’s 
Shelter, and PIP Shelter. We feel that all mothers should  
be remembered in a special way. Some personal care items 
might include shampoo, body sprays, lotions, emery 
boards, razors, toothpaste, floss, toothbrushes, makeup, 
powder, etc.  Drop off bins will be located by the entrance 
doors of the church. Please do not drop off after May 6th. 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 

As you take a baby bottle, please give the 
conceived baby a name and pray daily for this  
unborn child.  
Here is the first month development: 
 

Your spiritually adopted baby has been quite 
active over the past month. Already your baby is 10,000 
times bigger than at conception. Your baby has developed 
the foundations of the brain, spinal cord, and nervous sys-
tem by the 20th day. His heart began to beat on the 21st 
day.  
 

The heart is pumping blood through its own circulatory 
system and the blood type can be different from the moth-
er’s. Your baby is most vulnerable during the next month 
to being aborted. Pray that the Lord of Life might move 
the heart of the mother to give the child the most precious 
gift of all—the gift of Life. 

The CRS Rice Bowls are now being collect-
ed at the entrances to the church and in the 
classrooms. Thank you for participating in 
this effort to aid and be in solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters around the world.  

 

Our Pilgrimage to Italy—Join Us 
 

It is not too late to register for this 
wonderful opportunity to visit Venice, 
Florence, Assisi and of course Rome. 
However, the absolute cut-off date is 
June 10. There will be one other  
priest accompanying Father Roy and 

we will be escorted by Frank Brown of Belmont Tours  
who has extensive experience and really knows his way 
around Italy. New flyers with the new dates and reduced 
price are at the entrances.  

mailto:jgondek@gmail.com
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APRIL 
 

Registration for the Fall/Spring 2018 – 2019 is due. 
 

29 -Confirmation Rehearsals 7:00 at Sacred Hear t of 
Jesus in Webster for candidates & sponsors please meet 
with the parish group in the church at 7:00 PM 

 

MAY  
 

 3- Confirmation Celebration 7:00 PM with Bishop 
Mc Manus Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Main St. 
Webster, candidates & sponsors meet 6:15 in All 
Saints Academy Hall, Day St. Guests, please meet the 
candidates in the church 
5 -1st Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM  

6 -Last Class K, 1, 3-12 9:40-10:50 Teachers br ing 
supplies to main office, please.  
6 -First Eucharist Practice 9:30-11 in the Church.    
(Note other practice times TBA that day) 
7-8 -Religious Education office closed training. 

13 -MOTHER’S DAY no classes  

20 -Pentecost Breakfast 8-11AM 

20 -1st Eucharist 2PM children meet in the hall at 
1:30 for group photo 

JULY 
 

23-27 Mon-Fri - 8:15AM-1:15 PM Vacation Bible 
School, Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus. Registration 
has begun. Donation: $30/child  Leaders are needed.  

St Roch Summer Volleyball 
 

The 2018 Diocesan High School Sum-
mer volleyball league will take place 
from June 18-August 13. The league 
is open to all high school youth.  
 

St. Roch plans to have a team again this year, please con-
tact Ed Renaud at 508-987-2382 for  more information 
or at strochoxford@gmail.com. Coaches and players 
needed.   
 

Forms and payment must be submitted to the Youth 
Ministry Office by June 1, so please contact Ed, if  
interested, ASAP. 
 

There will be a coach’s meeting on May 9 at 6:30 pm at 
Sacred Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish in 
Worcester. 

Registration  

for the Fall/Spring 
2018 – 2019 

Religious Education 
Sessions 

for grades  

Kindergarten –12th 
are due now.  

 

Thank you for returning your forms asap.  

Registration fees have remained the same, at $85 per 
student & $110 per family of 2 or more. Fees for  Sac-
ramental Preparation or Retreats are discussed at the first 
parent meeting and at each sacrament meeting (First Eu-
charist, First Reconciliation & Confirmation.)  

Our fiscal year closes on August 31, so any fees not yet 
paid from 2017-18 term help to balance the books  

No student is ever refused due to financial hardship. 
Please register now and send the fees, as soon as you are 
able. The earlier we order supplies the best price the pub-
lishers give to the parish so please respond today. 
Please call if you have questions or e-mail me for an 
online form at strochoxford@gmail.com.  

If your family is not currently registered in the Parish 
Religious Education program. Please note, it is required 
of all children grades 1-12 to take part in some form of 
religious study.  

If you have a child or children between the ages of 5 and 
18, please notify the office, where they are taking classes 
currently. If in parochial school parish registration is 
still necessary, although attendance in the parish pro-
gram is only needed for sacramental preparation and 
elective courses of study. 

 

  If you were               

  ~ An Evangelizer,    

  ~ A Witness, 

  ~ A Shepherd or 

  ~ A Coordinator      
 

 

at any of the Light of the World retreats, you are invited 
to gather and follow up the process to enhance the Light 
of the World retreat for our next retreat September 28-
October 1, 2018 and those in the future: 

7:30 PM - Tuesday May 8 or Thursday May 10, 2018 
in the Parish Center Hall 

Please call for details if needed: 

Terry Ann Renaud to RSVP 508-987-2382, or 
strochoxford@gmail.com. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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Supplying the Wine for Mass 
 

John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has for 
some time been organizing donors willing to give 
$20 every couple of months to pay for the sacra-

mental wine used during the Eucharistic celebration of 
the Mass. Anyone who would like to become a Vintner 
for the Lord is asked to call the rectory at 508-987-8987.  

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

May 17-20 
 Amusement Rides & 

Games 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10,  Sat 12-10, Sun 12-6 
Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet Monday, May 7th 
at 6:00 PM in the church hall. 
 

Festival Committee will meet Tuesday, May 8th at 6:00 
PM in the par ish center . 
 

Finance Committee date to be determined. 

The Oxford Community Theater 
Group is back for a 9th summer. 
Come join us Under The Sea for 
our production of The Little Mer-
maid! No previous acting, singing, 
or dancing necessary. Auditions 
will be held on May 14th and also 

May 16th from 6-8pm at St. Roch Church. For  audi-
tions you will need to do a brief reading which we will 
provide and prepare a 30-45 second song to sing a capela 
(does not have to be from the show). A short dance routine 
will also be taught so be sure to dress comfortably. Re-
hearsals will begin the following week and will be every 
Monday and Wednesday evening from 6-8:30pm. The 
show will be performed Friday and Saturday, August 17th 
and 18th at 7pm, with a matinee Sunday August 19th (time 
TBD). For more information please email Andrew at 
abennett82689@charter.net (please put Little Mermaid in 
subject line).   

 

Clothing & Shoe Donations Needed 
For Oxford family who lost everything  

in house fire. 
 
 
 

4 Children - Clothing Sizes & Shoe Sizes: 
Girl- size 12 / shoe size 3 

Boy- size Lg-XL / shoe size 13 
Girl- size 14-16 or Lg-XL 

Boy- size XL   
 
 
 

Bin located at the side entrance to the church.    
Gift Cards also appreciated. Thank you! 

 

 

JUNE 23, 2018 
WOW! PLANNING HAS BEGUN!! 

 
 

And you are invited to decide what this year’s festival 
will look like…….Join Jim Gondek on May 8 at 6:00 

PM in Room 1 of the Parish Center. 
Forget about the winter cold for an hour                  

and plan for warm summer fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for the National Day of Prayer on  
 

May 3, 2018 at 6:30 pm  
at Joslin Park Gazebo.  

 

LET’S PRAYER FOR AMERICA 
 

Our Towns, States and Country need prayer. If you  
cannot attend, you can email your prayer requests to: 
taber0154@gmail.com and they will be remembered  

that night in prayer. 

 

334 CLUB NEWS 
 

The next club will begin on May 13th.  
Letters will be mailed out shortly. 

If you are planning to renew your membership, please 
wait until you receive the mailing. Thank you! 

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an  
incredible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content all in one place— 
eBooks, videos, movies, audios, etc. 

 
 

It’s EASY and FREE to register! 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNbqjdW4kscCFYlUkgodS00GtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsugar.com%2Ffood%2FNew-Wine-Bottle-Design-Includes-Built--Decanter-13092602&ei=j0TCVZbnEYmpyQTLmpmgCw&bvm=
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