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Saturday, May 5, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Dennis R. St. Hilaire by the family 
Sunday, May 6, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Debbie & Roger Goddard by Donna Stone  
   11:00 AM  Ella Brown by Brian & Janet Bergeron 
Monday, May 7, 2018  
      8:30 AM  James Quaiel ~ Living ~ by grandmother Barbara Quaiel 
Tuesday, May 8 2018 
      8:30 AM  No Mass   
Wednesday, May 9, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Elizabeth Rodier Mokrzecki by husband Stanley 
      6:30 PM  John J. Maskery III by Fr. Roy 
Thursday, May 10, 2018 ~ A Holy Day of Obligation ~ The Ascension of the Lord 
      8:30 AM  James Cadarette by Terry & Ed Renaud 
      6:30 PM  Robert Morway (20th Anniversary) by the family 
Friday, May 11, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Steve Palermo by Andrea Gianotta 
Saturday, May 12, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Irene Richardson by sister Theresa Lusignan 
Sunday, May 13, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
   11:00 AM  Mary Palmieri & Saveria Lagaccia by the family 

Sunday, May 6 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
1 Jn 4:7-10 
Jn 15:9-17 
Monday, May 7 
Acts 16:11-15 
Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday, May 8 
Acts 16:22-34 
Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday, May 9 
Acts 17:15, 22-18:1 
Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday, May 10 
Acts 1:1-11, Eph 1:17-23 
Mk 16:15-20 
Friday, May 11 
Acts 18:9-18 
Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday, May 16 
Acts 18:23-28 
Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday, May 17 

Acts 11:1-11 
Eph 1:17-23 
Mk 16:15-20 

Scripture Readings 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.………… Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:    Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

     April 28 & 29 
 
      

     Offertory Envelopes (136)                     $   3,922.00         
     Loose Money                                361.00 
     Other sources of income                      896.00 
     Total                                                            5,179.00     
     Weekly  Goal                                  5,582.00           
 Result                    Thank You!             -          403.00  

 

Thanks to all our parishioners who 
have made their gift to the 2018 
Partners in Charity Appeal. St. Roch 
Parish is 89% towards our goal of 
$42,800. If you have not yet made  
a gift or pledge, please fill out a 

commitment pledge envelope located on the first and last 
pews. Or visit www.partners-charity.net to do it online. 
Partners in Charity, formerly known as the Bishop’s 
Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of Worcester, 
serving 28 charitable, educational, and pastoral minis-
tries. Through your generous support we are able to serve 
thousands of families and individuals in Worcester  
County through outreach, formation, evangelization, and 
worship. Thank you!  

 

May 10th is the Feast of  
The Ascension of the Lord 
A Holy Day of Obligation 
Masses will be celebrated  

Wednesday, May 9th at 6:30 PM & 
Thursday, May 10th at 8:30 AM & 6:30 PM  
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
    Much of my attention this past week has been focused on the passing of my dear friend, 
Msgr. John Allard. Not able to devote the time I wanted to the next chapter of the book on St. Francis 
de Sales’ spirituality I am sharing with you the homily I gave at his funeral this past Wednesday: 
 

 
 A tall handsome, blond haired, blue eyed boy graduated from the elementary school right next to the church we are 
sitting in today. He then entered the high school seminary and set his feet on the path that led to his ordination to the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ in September 1975. It must be clearly understood that what defined John Allard’s life from his 
early days was his relationship with Jesus. 
 

 In writing to his parishioners at St. Agatha’s at the time of the parish’s 50th Anniversary  he said, “The goal is for all 
of us to have a personal and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.” Let’s look at the scriptures that his family chose for 
his funeral Mass this morning to see how Fr. John himself achieved that goal. 
 

Behold the Lord to whom we looked to save us ~ Isaiah 25:9. He captured our attention. 
 

The Psalm says so eloquently that we are wonderfully made, knit together in our mother’s womb and God’s right  
hand will guide us. 
 

Paul reminds the Philippians – the challenge is ours to stand guard over our hearts and 
minds and focus on what is gracious, pure and lovely. 

 

Finally in the Emmaus Gospel we see how Fr. John achieved that goal so well 
-of looking to the God who saved him 
-of allowing the hand of God to guide him 
-of focusing on what is good, pure and lovely 

That intimate, personal relationship with Christ became the pattern and method of his own 
long priestly ministry. 

If you were to take an eraser and remove Jesus from Fr. John’s life there would be little left. 
 

 Life Jesus in the Gospel – He, without fanfare, accompanied people along the pilgrimage of life especially when they 
were downcast. He had an appealing way of opening the Scriptures – with a very keen and intelligent mind he allowed 
his people to see how the Word of God applied so well to the circumstances they were dealing with – God is not distant 
and aloof – He is present now and with us. 
 

 And when you were with Fr. John for a while you found yourself, just like Jesus did in the Gospel, seated at the table 
enjoying a meal and warm hospitality. Gathering people around food was one of Jesus’ favorite ways of carrying out His 
ministry – Fr. John imitated that. Having spent so much time with the Lord, Fr. John caught His style and method. 

 

 I am privileged to say that as a close friend of Fr. John’s for forty-five years I can testify where he was sustained in 
this relentless pursuit of Jesus.  It was our good fortune to belong to a committed brotherhood called The Fraternity of 
Priests whose focus is “To gather priests to Christ and to one another to proclaim what God is doing now in our time.” 
One of the commitments we make is to devote an uninterrupted hour of prayer each day, before the Blessed Sacrament 
if possible. 

 

 I know that Fr. John was whole heartedly committed to this Kingdom discipline. He was for a number of years the 
international leader of the Fraternity. Part of his responsibilities in those days was to write a letter each month for our 
newsletter. I am sort of a hoarder and I’ve saved most of the newsletters over the years. Recently I read through some of 
Fr. John’s letters. I’d like to share one paragraph with you. Because I want to give him the last word at his funeral today: 
 
   “Hallelujah: means “Praise God!” When we think of the death and resurrection of Jesus and what this  
 means for us, we cannot help but want to praise God. 
   If we Christians truly understood what has been done for us, our daily lives would be a constant 

 “Hallelujah!” How critical it is for us to appreciate, to own, the truths of our faith. Once internalized they  
 change our lives. We belong to God, we are his sons and daughters, and we are destined for eternity—Hallelujah! 

 No matter what this world dishes out, nothing can take this truth away from me. 
 

 Let us continue to love one another, 
Fr. Roy 
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The Little Franciscans of Mary  
are most grateful for your donations 
of canceled postage stamps.  
They process them and then sell  
them to help support their minis-
tries. Stamps can be left in the box 
inside the front doors of the church.  

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 

Monday, May 7th before 3:00 PM. 

 

 
 

Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway,  
Jane Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Anthony 
Nguyen, Andrew Rivers, Raymond 

Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig 
Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz 
Iandolli, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, 
Stephen Rice, Timothy Bowes, Charlene White, Ed  
Carpenter, Anita Prunier, Roger St. George,  James  
Sumerlin, Jerry Coffey, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle  
Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, 
James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, Deborah 
Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Helen Gilman, 
Andy McDonald, and Maureen Germain. 

 

The annual Roses For Life 
fundraiser to benefit  
Problem Pregnancy of 
Worcester will take place on 
Mother’s Day weekend, 
May 12 & 13. 
 

At all Masses on Mother’s Day weekend we will be  
selling fresh “Roses for life” in support of Problem  
Pregnancy of Worcester (PPW). This all-volunteer 
agency provides women an alternative to 
abortion through free counseling, pregnancy 
testing, ultrasound scanning and emotional 
support. Your prayers and donations for the 
unborn are needed and greatly appreciated. 
Contact the rectory at 508-987-8987 with 
questions. 

The Mother’s Day Drive sponsored by 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society to let mothers 
who are experiencing hard times know that they 
are not forgotten will end on May 6th. We ask 
that you purchase personal care items for wom-
en. These items will be packaged and given to  

a mother at the Veteran’s Shelter, New Hope Woman’s 
Shelter, and PIP Shelter. We feel that all mothers should  
be remembered in a special way. Some personal care items 
might include shampoo, body sprays, lotions, emery 
boards, razors, toothpaste, floss, toothbrushes, makeup, 
powder, etc.  Drop off bins will be located by the entrance 
doors of the church. Please do not drop off after May 6th. 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 

We are off to a great start—more baby bottles 
will be available this weekend. Please give the 
baby conceived a name and pray daily for this 
unborn child.  
 
 

TWO MONTH DEVELOPING BABY 
 

 Your baby is making progress developing all of  
the external features and internal organs. The brain is func-
tioning at 40 days. The mother can hear the heartbeat now 
on an ultrasonic stethoscope. The milk-teeth buds are pre-
sent at 6 1/2 weeks. And it has been reported that a two-
month old baby can suck his or her thumb. 
 

 From this moment onward, your spiritually adopted baby 
grows and refines his/her body. But everything he/she needs 
to survive once he/she is born is already present by the end 
of the eighth week. 

 

Our Pilgrimage to Italy—Join Us 
 

It is not too late to register for this 
wonderful opportunity to visit Venice, 
Florence, Assisi and of course Rome. 
However, the absolute cut-off date is 
June 10. There will be an informational 

meeting on Saturday, May 26th at 11:00 AM in the 
church hall.  
There will be one other priest accompanying Father Roy 
and we will be escorted by Frank Brown of Belmont 
Tours who has extensive experience and really knows  
his way around Italy. New flyers with the new dates and 
reduced price are at the entrances.  

CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
HELP NEEDED 

 

We will need your help to make sure 
that our parish cemetery is in good 
shape for Memorial Day, May 28th. 
Please come from 8:00—noon Saturday 

mornings, May 12th & 19th. Bring a rake & gloves if you 
have them. Tarps would be helpful too. Many hands make 
for light work. Pizza & soda at noon for all workers! 
 
*Side note to all who place arrangements on graves: When 
removing plants or pots, please take old arrangements 
home with you or place aside trash barrels. Do not put in 
barrels. Thank you. 
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Registration for the Fall/Spring 2018 – 2019 is due. 
 

MAY  
 

5 -1st Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM  
6 -Last Class K, 1, 3-12 9:40-10:50 Teachers br ing 
supplies to main office, please.  
6 -First Eucharist Practice 9:30-11 in the Church.    
(Note other practice times TBA that day) 
7-8 -Religious Education office closed training. 

13 -MOTHER’S DAY no classes  

20 -Pentecost Breakfast 8-11AM to support the Mary 

Kilinskas Scholarship Fund. 

20 -1st Eucharist 2PM children meet in the hall at 
1:30 for group photo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 10th VBS Meeting for all youth leaders. 
 

JULY 
 
 

23-27 Mon-Fri - 8:15AM-1:15 PM Vacation Bible 
School, Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus. Registration 
has begun. Donation: $30/child  Leaders are needed.  

St Roch  
Summer Volleyball 

 

The 2018 Diocesan High School 
Summer volleyball league will 
take place from June 18-August 
13. The league is open to all high 
school youth.  

 

St. Roch plans to have a team again this year, please con-
tact Ed Renaud at 508-987-2382 for  more information 
or at strochoxford@gmail.com. Coaches and players 
needed.   
 

Forms and payment must be submitted to the Youth 
Ministry Office by June 1, so please contact Ed, if  
interested, ASAP. 
 

There will be a coach’s meeting on May 9 at 6:30 pm at 
Sacred Heart-St. Catherine of Sweden Parish in 
Worcester. 

Registration  

for the Fall/Spring 
2018 – 2019 

Religious Education 
Sessions 

for grades  

Kindergarten –12th 
are due now.  

 

Thank you for returning your forms asap.  

Registration fees have remained the same, at $85 per 
student & $110 per family of 2 or more. Fees for  Sac-
ramental Preparation or Retreats are discussed at the first 
parent meeting and at each sacrament meeting (First Eu-
charist, First Reconciliation & Confirmation.)  

Our fiscal year closes on August 31, so any fees not yet 
paid from 2017-18 term help to balance the books  

No student is ever refused due to financial hardship. 
Please register now and send the fees, as soon as you are 
able. The earlier we order supplies the best price the pub-
lishers give to the parish so please respond today. 
Please call if you have questions or e-mail me for an 
online form at strochoxford@gmail.com.  

If your family is not currently registered in the Parish 
Religious Education program. Please note, it is required 
of all children grades 1-12 to take part in some form of 
religious study.  

If you have a child or children between the ages of 5 and 
18, please notify the office, where they are taking classes 
currently. If in parochial school parish registration is 
still necessary, although attendance in the parish pro-
gram is only needed for sacramental preparation and 
elective courses of study. 

 

  If you were               

  ~ An Evangelizer,    

  ~ A Witness, 

  ~ A Shepherd or 

  ~ A Coordinator      
 

 

at any of the Light of the World retreats, you are invited 
to gather and follow up the process to enhance the Light 
of the World retreat for our next retreat September 28-
October 1, 2018 and those in the future: 

7:30 PM - Tuesday May 8 or Thursday May 10, 2018 
in the Parish Center Hall 

Please call for details if needed: 

Terry Ann Renaud to RSVP 508-987-2382, or 
strochoxford@gmail.com. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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  KNITTING & CROCHETING CLUB 
 

Tuesdays from 7-9 PM -Parish Center 
Join us for knitting, crocheting, fellowship 
and laughter. Pick your own projects, gifts, 
or even donate items for our church fairs or 

baby hats for St. Vincent Hospital. The choice is yours. If 
you need help getting started we are here for you! From 
beginners to experienced—All are welcome!  Supplying the Wine for Mass 

 

John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has for 
some time been organizing donors willing to give 
$20 every couple of months to pay for the sacra-

mental wine used during the Eucharistic celebration of 
the Mass. Anyone who would like to become a Vintner 
for the Lord is asked to call the rectory at 508-987-8987.  

 

Bible Study 
 

Wednesday morning Bible Study 
in the Parish Center 9:30 AM.  

All are welcome. 

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

May 17-20 
 Amusement Rides & 

Games 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10,  Sat 12-10, Sun 12-6 
Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet Monday, May 7th 
at 6:00 PM in the church hall. 
 

Festival Committee will meet Tuesday, May 8th at 6:00 
PM in the par ish center . 
 

Finance Committee date to be determined. 

The Oxford Community Theater 
Group is back for a 9th summer. 
Come join us Under The Sea for 
our production of The Little Mer-
maid! No previous acting, singing, 
or dancing necessary. Auditions 
will be held on May 14th and also 

May 16th from 6-8pm at St. Roch Church. For  audi-
tions you will need to do a brief reading which we will 
provide and prepare a 30-45 second song to sing a capela 
(does not have to be from the show). A short dance routine 
will also be taught so be sure to dress comfortably. Re-
hearsals will begin the following week and will be every 
Monday and Wednesday evening from 6-8:30pm. The 
show will be performed Friday and Saturday, August 17th 
and 18th at 7pm, with a matinee Sunday August 19th (time 
TBD). For more information please email Andrew at 
abennett82689@charter.net (please put Little Mermaid in 
subject line).   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
COUNCIL #4241 

Meeting every first Tuesday of the month 
beginning with a Mass at 6:00 pm at St. 
Ann’s. Then we retire to the church hall to 

begin K of C Council Meeting at 6:45 pm. Lots of things 
happening! If you are in need of something, please call a 
brother Knight. We are always looking for new men who 
are interested in joining! You may contact us by email to: 
kofcoxfordmass.org 

 

Clothing & Shoe Donations Needed 
For Oxford family who lost everything  

in house fire. 
 
 
 

4 Children - Clothing Sizes & Shoe Sizes: 
Girl- size 12 / shoe size 3 

Boy- size Lg-XL / shoe size 13 
Girl- size 14-16 or Lg-XL 

Boy- size XL   
 
 

Bin located at the side entrance to the church.    
Gift Cards also appreciated. Thank you! 

 

 

JUNE 23, 2018 
WOW! PLANNING HAS BEGUN!! 

 
 

And you are invited to decide what this year’s festival 
will look like…….Join Jim Gondek on May 8 at 6:00 

PM in Room 1 of the Parish Center. 
Forget about the winter cold for an hour                  

and plan for warm summer fun. 

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an  
incredible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content all in one place— 
eBooks, videos, movies, audios, etc. 

 
 

It’s EASY and FREE to register! 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNbqjdW4kscCFYlUkgodS00GtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsugar.com%2Ffood%2FNew-Wine-Bottle-Design-Includes-Built--Decanter-13092602&ei=j0TCVZbnEYmpyQTLmpmgCw&bvm=
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