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LOST AND FOUND 
We now have a collection of eye glasses, bracelets, pins, 
earrings, umbrellas, gloves, etc. If you think you might 
have lost something, please check the basket outside the 
sacristy. These items will be discarded or donated after  
Memorial Day. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 12, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Irene Richardson by sister Theresa Lusignan 
Sunday, May 13, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
   11:00 AM  Mary Palmieri & Saveria Lagaccia by the family 
Monday, May 14, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Tuesday, May 15, 2018 
      8:30 AM  No Mass   
Wednesday, May 16, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Thursday, May 17, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Friday, May 18, 2018  
      8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Saturday, May 19, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Mother’s Day Novena 
Sunday, May 20, 2018   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
   11:00 AM  Frank J. Roy by the family 

Sunday, May 13 

Acts 11:1-11 
Eph 1:17-23 
Mk 16:15-20 
Monday, May 14 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 
Jn 15:9-17 
Tuesday, May 15 
Acts 20:17-27 
Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday, May 16 
Acts 20:28-38 
Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday, May 17 
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 
Jn 17:20-26 
Friday, May 18 
Acts 25:13b-21 
Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday, May 19 
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 
Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday, May 20 

Acts 2:1-11 
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 
Jn 20:19-23 

Scripture Readings 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.………… Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:    Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

     May 5 & 6 
 
      

     Offertory Envelopes (138)                     $   3,414.00         
     Loose Money                                598.00 
     Other sources of income                      238.00 
     Total                                                            4,250.00     
     Weekly  Goal                                 5,582.00           
 Result                    Thank You!             -      1,332.00  

Christmas in June  
Christmas in June will take place at 
the Sunbridge Nursing Home on June 
2nd. We are asking that you take a tag 
marked “man” or “woman” and buy 
a gift for the residents at the nursing 
home. Some suggestions are large 
print books, pajamas, lap blankets, 
socks, sports logo t-shirts and base-
ball caps, body lotions, playing cards, 
sugar free candy, house dresses, etc.  

Anything that an elderly relative of yours could use 
would be appropriate. Please wrap the gift and return it 
with the original tag to the church by May 27th. Thank 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   I would be doing you a great disservice and would betray the vow I made at my ordination which was to 
preach and present the entire Gospel if I failed to summarize for you the next chapter of “Lift Up Your Heart,” the book 
based on the teachings of St. Frances de Sales. What a joy it was to share the chapter on Heaven a few weeks ago. Now 
we consider the real possibility of Hell. 
  

   In quite a few ways, Hell has become a topic we would much prefer to avoid in conversation as well as con-
templation. Our logic tends to work like this: “If God is really the God of love then He could not possibly allow some-
one to go to hell, and so Hell could not be real. It must be another fabrication the Church conjured up to keep us in line.” 
Yet we know by God’s revelation stated clearly in Scripture and by our experience of evil in the world that Satan does 
exist. We know that it would be the devil’s victory were we to cease to believe in him and in Hell. 
 

   To contemplate Hell, once again we have to recall that damnation does not come about because God delights 
in punishing. God wants nothing but our good, but He is a just Judge. By our freedom we are able to exclude ourselves 
from his goodness. Consider these well known verses from John’s Gospel, “For God so loved the world that He gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.” But it is important that we do 
not stop there, read on. “Whoever believes in Him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already 
been condemned because he has not believed in the name of the Son of God” (John 3:16-18). 
 

   This is our most challenging meditation, I pray that this meditation may lead us to deeper conversion and ulti-
mately greater love of God. 
 

   Our bodies would experience endless, constant discomfort. Imagine placing together all of the most awful ex-
periences of your life and unite them with all of your worst fears, your greatest failures and your darkest emotions: sad-
ness, loneliness, self-loathing, paranoia, despair. If we could distill this terrible combination into a single experience of 
desolation, it would be far too small to capture the pain of Hell. Why? Because no matter what our sufferings are in this 
life our afflictions are always tempered by the knowledge and the hope that eventually the suffering will pass. We can 
endure a lot of discomfort when we know it will eventually come to an end. 
 

   By far the greatest sadness of Hell would be the sadness of knowing that we will never see God, never know 
His love, never receive His embrace, never know the peace of soul that comes from grace. Such sadness would be deep-
ened by the awareness that we chose this eternal desolation for ourselves by rejecting His grace and by failing to repent. 
The delight we derived from our sinful pursuits would now appear so miniscule. We would see that we traded the pass-
ing pleasures of earthly indulgence for the endless agony of eternal damnation. 
 

   Remember that conversion is always a possibility. Christ himself begged us not to go this way in his first ser-
mon; “This is the time. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15). 
 

   Consider praying these words of St. Frances de Sales: 
 

  Dear God, patient and loving Father, I have chosen time and again to reject your goodness, preferring myself to 
you. By your goodness through this time of prayer, you are leading me to understand the weight of my choices and the 
power you have given me in freedom. I dread nothing more than spending eternity without you. Please, I beg you, be 
generous now in pouring forth your assistance as I strive to spend every moment of this life in pursuing your will. Pro-
tect me against every temptation and every evil impulse, that when you determine the time for my departure, I may run 
joyfully into your embrace! Amen. 
 

 Let us continue to love one another, 
Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, May 20, 2018 
 

Acts 2:1-11 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

John 20:19-23 
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The annual Roses For Life 
fundraiser to benefit  
Problem Pregnancy 
of Worcester will 

take place on  
Mother’s Day 

weekend, May 12 & 13. 
 
 
 

What we do—Problem Pregnancy of Worcester is a 501
(c)3 nonprofit Massachusetts corporation founded in 
1982. We are a non-sectarian, tax exempt and all volun-
teer organization. Our mission is simple. We provide 
women a real choice by removing the barriers that often 
block them from keeping their babies, such as finding 
housing and paying medical bills. We offer counseling, a 
24-hour hotline and free ultrasounds. We take care of real
-world situations and babies live.  
 
 

Our clients are young women between the ages of 13 and 
35. Many are single mothers and often have almost no 
resources. Housing is frequently a big problem. Many 
women are forced from their homes by parents or boy-
friends because they will not abort their child.  
 
 

A volunteer board of directors manages our operations. 
The Mother’s Day Roses For Life fundraiser and four 
mailings per year fund our annual budget of approximate-
ly $150,000. We need diapers, baby clothes, maternity 
outfits and baby furniture.  
 
 

For additional information please contact Rod Murphy at 
888-310-7217. www.ppwdonations.org  

The Mother’s Day Drive sponsored by 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society was a huge  
success. 74 gift bags were made and given to  
local women’s shelters.  We would 
like to sincerely thank all 
those who donated items 

to make these beautiful gift bags. 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 

We are off to a great start—more baby bottles 
will be available this weekend. Please give the 
baby conceived a name and pray daily for this 
unborn child.  
 

 

THREE MONTH DEVELOPING BABY 
   

 Your baby is quite active in the womb now—although 
his mother won’t feel him for another couple of months. 
If his mother’s womb had a window, you could watch 
your spiritually adopted baby squint, swallow and move 
his tongue. He can make a tight fist if you touch his palm. 
 He is breathing fluid which he continues until birth. 
He obtains the oxygen his body needs through the umbili-
cal cord. The baby you are praying for weighs one ounce. 

 

JUNE 23, 2018 
PLANNING HAS BEGUN!! 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
HELP NEEDED 

 

We will need your help to make sure that 
our parish cemetery is in good shape for 
Memorial Day, May 28th. Please come 
from 8:00—noon Saturday morning, May 

19th. Br ing a rake & gloves if you have them. Tarps 
would be helpful too. Many hands make for light work. 
Pizza & soda at noon for all workers! 
 

*Side note to all who place arrangements on graves: When 
removing plants or pots, please take old arrangements 
home with you or place aside trash barrels. Do not put in 
barrels. Thank you. 

 

It’s Time to order Your Family Banner! 
 

Show your support to all the people who are planning on 
working hard to make our parish festival a success this 
year! 

 

Families are invited to celebrate and honor loved ones 
with their family name on a banner to be proudly 
hung in our church hall all year for $25.00 or a  
renewal fee of $15.00 for those who have previously 
purchased a banner.  
 

Complete a form and drop in any collection basket or  
return to the rectory with your payment. Orders need to 
be received by June 10th  to allow ample time to make 
them. Forms may be found at the church entrances. 
 

Business Banners also available for $100 New or $50 for 
Renewals.  

Thanks to all our parishioners who 
have made their gift to the 2018 
Partners in Charity Appeal. St. Roch 
Parish is 96% towards our goal of 
$42,800. If you have not yet made  
a gift or pledge, please fill out a 

commitment pledge envelope located on the first and last 
pews. Or visit www.partners-charity.net to do it online. 
Partners in Charity, formerly known as the Bishop’s 
Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of Worcester, 
serving 28 charitable, educational, and pastoral minis-
tries. Through your generous support we are able to serve 
thousands of families and individuals in Worcester  
County through outreach, formation, evangelization, and 
worship. Thank you!  
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Registration for the Fall/Spring 2018 – 2019 is due. 
 

MAY  
 

13 -MOTHER’S DAY no classes  

20 -Pentecost Breakfast 8-11AM to support the Mary 

Kilinskas Scholarship Fund. 

20 -1st Eucharist 2PM children meet in the hall at 
1:30 for group photo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 
 
 

23-27 Mon-Fri - 8:15AM-1:15 PM Vacation Bible 
School, Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus. Registration 
has begun. Donation: $30/child  Leaders are needed.  

St Roch  
Summer Volleyball 

 

The 2018 Diocesan High School 
Summer volleyball league will 
take place from June 18-August 
13. The league is open to all 
high school youth.  

 

St. Roch plans to have a team again this year, please con-
tact Ed Renaud at 508-987-2382 for  more information 
or at strochoxford@gmail.com. Coaches and players 
needed.   
 

Forms and payment must be submitted to the Youth 
Ministry Office by June 1, so please contact Ed, if  
interested, ASAP. 

Registration  

for the Fall/Spring 
2018 – 2019 

Religious Education 
Sessions 

for grades  

Kindergarten –12th 
are due now.  

 

Thank you for returning your forms asap.  

Registration fees have remained the same, at $85 per 
student & $110 per family of 2 or more. Fees for  Sac-
ramental Preparation or Retreats are discussed at the first 
parent meeting and at each sacrament meeting (First Eu-
charist, First Reconciliation & Confirmation.)  

Our fiscal year closes on August 31, so any fees not yet 
paid from 2017-18 term help to balance the books  

No student is ever refused due to financial hardship. 
Please register now and send the fees, as soon as you are 
able. The earlier we order supplies the best price the pub-
lishers give to the parish so please respond today. 
Please call if you have questions or e-mail me for an 
online form at strochoxford@gmail.com.  

If your family is not currently registered in the Parish 
Religious Education program. Please note, it is required 
of all children grades 1-12 to take part in some form of 
religious study.  

If you have a child or children between the ages of 5 and 
18, please notify the office, where they are taking classes 
currently. If in parochial school parish registration is 
still necessary, although attendance in the parish pro-
gram is only needed for sacramental preparation and 
elective courses of study. 

 

  If you are thinking about                 
  becoming     
          

  ~ An Evangelizer,    

  ~ A Witness, 

  ~ A Shepherd or 

  ~ A Coordinator    

   

at any of the Light of the World retreats, you are invited 
to the process to enhance the Light of the World retreat 
for our next retreat September 28-October 1, 2018 and 
those in the future: 

Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and please call for     
details if needed: 

Terry Ann Renaud to RSVP 508-987-2382, or 
strochoxford@gmail.com. 

The Confirmation candidates celebrated the Sacrament  
of Confirmation with Bishop McManus, as Father Roy 
and their families and catechists prayerfully and proudly 
witnessed their commitment, on May 3rd at Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Webster. Let us continue our prayers for them 
and with them.  

 Elaina Bleau  Noelle Bourbeau 
 Sarah Carney  Joslynn Daniels 
 Louis Daniels  Nicholas Gonyea 
 Ian Inangelo  Jaclyn Landry 
Jonathan Lane  Ryan Marshall 
Victoria Palkon  Elizabeth Schoemer 
         Jeremy Schraffa  

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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  KNITTING & CROCHETING CLUB 
 

Tuesdays from 7-9 PM -Parish Center 
Join us for knitting, crocheting, fellowship 
and laughter. Pick your own projects, gifts, 
or even donate items for our church fairs or 

baby hats for St. Vincent Hospital. The choice is yours. If 
you need help getting started we are here for you! From 
beginners to experienced—All are welcome!  

Supplying the Wine for Mass 
 

John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has for 
some time been organizing donors willing to give 
$20 every couple of months to pay for the sacra-

mental wine used during the Eucharistic celebration of 
the Mass. Anyone who would like to become a Vintner 
for the Lord is asked to call the rectory at 508-987-8987.  

 

Bible Study 
 

Wednesday morning Bible Study 
in the Parish Center 9:30 AM.  

All are welcome. 

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

May 17-20 
 Amusement 

Rides & Games 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10,  Sat 12-10, Sun 12-6 
Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet Saturday, June 
2nd at 12:45 PM in the church hall to pack up for  the 
nursing home Christmas in June celebration. Next meet-
ing Monday, September 10th at 6 PM in the parish center. 
 

Festival Committee will meet Tuesday, May 8th at 6:00 
PM in the par ish center . 
 

The Oxford Community Theater 
Group is back for a 9th summer. 
Come join us Under The Sea for 
our production of The Little Mer-
maid! No previous acting, singing, 
or dancing necessary. Auditions 
will be held on May 14th and also 

May 16th from 6-8pm at St. Roch Church. For  audi-
tions you will need to do a brief reading which we will 
provide and prepare a 30-45 second song to sing a capela 
(does not have to be from the show). A short dance routine 
will also be taught so be sure to dress comfortably. Re-
hearsals will begin the following week and will be every 
Monday and Wednesday evening from 6-8:30pm. The 
show will be performed Friday and Saturday, August 17th 
and 18th at 7pm, with a matinee Sunday August 19th (time 
TBD). For more information please email Andrew at 
abennett82689@charter.net (please put Little Mermaid in 
subject line).   

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an  
incredible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content all in one place— 
eBooks, videos, movies, audios, etc. 

 
 

It’s EASY and FREE to register! 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith.  

 

Our Pilgrimage to Italy—Join Us 
 

It is not too late to register for this won-
derful opportunity to visit Venice, Flor-
ence, Assisi and of course Rome. How-
ever, the absolute cut-off date is June 
10. There will be an informational 
meeting on Saturday, May 26th at 

11:00 AM in the church hall.  
There will be one other priest accompanying Father Roy 
and we will be escorted by Frank Brown of Belmont 
Tours who has extensive experience and really knows  
his way around Italy. New flyers with the new dates and 
reduced price are at the entrances.  

 

 
 

Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway,  
Jane Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Anthony 
Nguyen, Andrew Rivers, Raymond 

Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig 
Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz 
Iandolli, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, 
Stephen Rice, Timothy Bowes, Charlene White, Ed  
Carpenter, Anita Prunier, Roger St. George,  James  
Sumerlin, Jerry Coffey, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle  
Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, 
James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, Deborah 
Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Helen Gilman, 
Andy McDonald, Maureen Germain and Dave Boucher. 

Project Rachel 
 

Mothers' Day can be a hard time for women who have 
suffered pregnancy loss, including past abortions. Project 
Rachel is ready to care for those who are hurting.  Call in 
strictest confidence 508-791-HOPE(4673).  To learn 
more, visit www.hopeafterabortion.com.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNbqjdW4kscCFYlUkgodS00GtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsugar.com%2Ffood%2FNew-Wine-Bottle-Design-Includes-Built--Decanter-13092602&ei=j0TCVZbnEYmpyQTLmpmgCw&bvm=
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