
St. Roch Parish 
 

Sister Parish ~ St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 
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Saturday, October 13, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Dorothea Orcutt (3rd Anniversary) by Dianne Smith 
Sunday, October 14, 2018  
     8:30 AM  Andrew Baca (16th Anniversary) by daughter Jenn 
   11:00 AM  Henry, Alice and Robert Fredette by the family 
Monday, October 15, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass  
Tuesday, October 16, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass   
Wednesday, October 17, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass 
Thursday, October 18, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass  
Friday, October 19, 2018  
      8:30 AM  No Mass  
Saturday, October 20, 2018  
      4:00 PM   Alfred J. Karle, Sr. by the family 
Sunday, October 21, 2018  
     8:30 AM  James W. Powers (30th Anniversary) by daughter & family 
   11:00 AM  Marguerite A. Roy by the family 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, October 14 
Wis 7:7-11 
Heb 4:12-13 
Mk 10:17-30 
Monday, October 15 
Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31-5:1 
Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday, October 16 
Gal 5:1-6, Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday, October 17 
Gal 5:18-25 
Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday, October 18 
2 Tm 4:10-17b 
Lk 10:1-9 
Friday, October 19 
Eph 1:11-14 
Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday, October 20 
Eph 1:15-23 
Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday, October 21 
Is 53:10-11 
Heb 4:14-16 
Mk 10:35-45 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

 October 6 & 7 

 
      

     Offertory Envelopes (134)                     $   4,284.00         
     Loose Money                                    422.00 
     Other sources of income                       457.00 
     Total                                                             5,163.00     
     Weekly  Goal                                  5,582.00       
 Result                    Thank You!           -            419.00  

 

  There will be a second collection this weekend       
  October 13 & 14 for  Fuel. Thank you. 

 

MASS OF ALL SOULS 
 

The All Soul’s Mass will be celebrated  
Friday,  November 2, 2018 - 6:30 PM.  

 

If you would like to light a candle for a loved one who died IN 
THE PAST YEAR, please complete the form below and place 
in any collection basket or drop it off at the rectory. 
(If you received a letter, no need to complete this form.) 
 

Name of Deceased__________________________________ 
Date of Death_____________________________________ 
Contact Name___________________Tel._______________ 
 

All names MUST be received by October 24, 2018.  

Renewal of the Parish Covenant 
 

Please plan on joining me on Saturday, 
October 20, at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
at 10 am as we renew our  covenant 
of prayer and support for our sister 
parish, St. Anne’s of Chardonnieres, Haiti. How good it 
would be to have a good representation from St. Roch’s. 
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Uniquely You 

From your first moments of existence, you had all the DNA that would determine your sex, facial features, physique, 
and the color of your skin, hair, and eyes. At 24 days, your heart began beating. By 8 weeks, all your organs were pre-
sent, and your unique fingerprints were forming. Ultrasounds show that by 18 weeks, you could swim, somersault, suck 
your thumb, and even cover your ears if you heard loud music. If you’d been born just 23 weeks after conception, your 
chance of survival would be 50-80 percent; by 25 weeks, it’s over 90 percent, and that’s still months before full-term 
birth.  
 

Now, if someone takes an innocent person’s life after he or she is born,  
it’s against the law; just minutes before birth, it’s legal in most states and 
called abortion. The only real difference is a declaration by the United 
States Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade (1973).  
 

Abortion Is Permitted Up to Full-Term Birth 
Many people don’t realize how unrestricted legal abortion is, misled by Roe’s claim that states may ban abortions after 
viability “except when it is necessary to preserve the life or health of the mother.” (“Viability” is when the baby has a 
reasonable chance of survival outside the womb.) But in Roe’s companion case, Doe v. Bolton, the Court defined 
“health” to include “all factors—physical, emotional, psychological, familial, and the woman’s age—relevant to the 
wellbeing” of the mother. That seems broad enough to permit virtually any abortion post-viability.  
  
Effects of Abortion 
Abortion results in the death of a child. For many mothers, abortion causes severe and long-lasting emotional, psycho-
logical, and spiritual trauma. Many women experience overwhelming guilt, shame, and grief.  
 

Family relationships may suffer as the aborted child’s father, grandparents, or other family members experience their 
own guilt, grief, or loss. Even if the mother keeps her abortion secret, family members can be distressed by changes in 
the mother’s behavior and mental or emotional health.  
 

What the Church Teaches  
The Church has consistently taught that every human life is precious and worthy of protection. Every intentional abor-
tion is gravely wrong. In April 2018, Pope Francis wrote: “Our defense of the innocent unborn … needs to be clear, firm 
and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a human life, which is always sacred and demands love for each person, re-
gardless of his or her stage of development.” 
 

The Church does not approach difficult pregnancy decisions with a false “either/or” mentality, pitting mother against 
child. For example, a baby conceived in rape is not an aggressor deserving death by abortion. She is innocent, like her 
mother. They both deserve compassionate care and support, not more violence. Abortion doesn’t bring healing or peace, 
but both can be found in the courageous decision to give birth to the baby. 
 

Very rarely, continuing a pregnancy may put a mother’s life at risk—for example, because of a tubal pregnancy or ag-
gressive uterine cancer. It is morally licit to remove the threat to the mother’s life by removing the cancerous uterus or 
the fallopian tube where the child implanted, even though it is foreseeable that the child will die as an indirect and unin-
tended result of such surgery. But abortion—a direct and intentional taking of a child’s life—is never morally permissi-
ble. 
 

What Are We to Do? 
Love them both! Support women who need help during and after difficult pregnancies through the work of  
Agencies right here like Problem Pregnancy & Visitation House. Educate yourself and others about struggles some ex-
perience after abortion, and find out where to refer those seeking help at www.hopeafterabortion.org.  
 

Most importantly, pray daily for the end to abortion, that all mothers and children experience the loving support of the 
Church community, and that all who suffer after abortion find healing and peace. 

By 18 weeks in your mother’s 
womb, you could swim, somersault, 

suck your thumb, and even cover 
your ears if you heard loud music. 

Another Look at Abortion 

http://www.hopeafterabortion.org
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

As we watched Hurricane Florence ravage the 
communities in the Carolinas and adjoining states 
with as much as 40 inches of rain, we could not 
imagine that the worst of the damage was yet to 
come from the flooded rivers and streams which inundated 
neighborhoods and even entire communities. The scenes 
coming to us in the media over the past few weeks are bleak 
and our hearts and prayers go out to the many people whose 
lives, whose homes, and whose livelihoods have been 
crushed by this disaster. 
 

Once again, we are called to respond. I ask that we join with 
Catholic Dioceses around our nation in taking up a second 
collection for relief efforts. In making the request on behalf 
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), Cardinal DiNardo noted that initially, funds will 
be used to support the efforts of Catholic Charities USA as 
they reach out to provide humanitarian aid in the form of 
water, food, shelter, and medical care. Catholic Charities 
will be involved in long-term efforts to restore communities 
after this widespread destruction. Also, funds will go to sup-
port the USCCB’s efforts to assist with pastoral and recon-
struction aid to the Church. Humanitarian funds for any fu-
ture disasters impacting communities outside the US may be 
shared with Catholic Relief Services for their response ef-
forts. 
 

I ask that parishes take a second collection on November 3rd 
& 4th to suppor t these effor ts. You can also make a do-
nation online at any time from our website at worcesterdio-
cese.org. 
 

Since my arrival in the Diocese of Worcester, I have noted 
on many occasions the wonderful generosity of the people of 
our Diocese. I pray that our continued sense of gratitude for 
the gifts God has bestowed on us will encourage us to help 
our brothers and sisters in this time of need. Thank you for 
your assistance and may God continue to bless you and your 
families. 
 

With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester  

HARVEST 

FAIR 
  
 

Saturday, November 10th—8 am-2 pm  
 

 

Adopt-A-Basket Raffle ~ Crafts ~ Baked Goods  
Money Raffle ~ Handmade Jewelry ~ Books  

Rada Knives ~ White Elephants ~ Lunch 
 

*Please do Not drop off Any donations    
  until Oct. 29th.  
Due to very limited space—We will post drop 
off times when we are able to begin accepting 
them. Thank you! 

COAT & BOOT DRIVE 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will be  
holding their annual coat and boot drive  
during the month of October for the needy 
in our area. Clean used coats for children, 

women, and men are desperately needed for local shel-
ters. Please hang coats up on the coat rack in the church 
hall. Boots can be placed in the bins inside the church 
entrances. Thank you! 

 

VETERAN’S  
GIFT BAG DRIVE 

In appreciation to our veter-
an’s we will be holding a drive 
in the month of October. We 
will assemble gift bags and 

deliver to our local veterans for Veteran’s Day. Some per-
sonal care items for men or women might include sham-
poo, cologne, deodorant, body sprays, lotions, emery 
boards, nail polish, toothpaste, floss, toothbrushes, makeup, 
powder, combs, disposable razors, shaving cream, etc.  
Drop off bins will be located by the entrance doors of the 
church. Please drop off by November 4th. Thank you! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
If you can give an hour or two or more, please let us 
know! We are looking for people to help at the raffle, 
bake sale, and white elephant tables as well as in the 
kitchen serving coffee in the morning or preparing and 
serving lunch—all on Nov. 10th. 
 

Set-Up will be done on Monday, Oct. 29th 6-8 pm. 
 

Raffle baskets will be assembled on Wednesday, 
Nov. 7th 11-1 pm. 
 

Cutting party in the kitchen will take place Thursday, 
Nov. 8th 12-2 pm. 
 

Help is needed in all these areas. Please call Cheryl at 
508-987-5878 or the rectory at 508-987-8987 if you 
can spare some time. Thank you!! 

43rd Annual Crop Walk 
October 21, 2018 

Registration at 12:30pm at the Congre-
gational Church on Main Street. Spon-

sored by the Oxford Ecumenical Council Food Shelf. A 
portion of the money raised in Oxford goes to our Food 
Shelf and the rest of it is sent away to alleviate world 
hunger.  
All walkers will leave together from the Congregational 
Church at 1:00pm. Sign up sheets and the collection en-
velopes are located on the tables at the entrances to St. 
Roch. If you plan to walk, please sign your name and rec-
ord the number of your envelope on the sheet provided. 
Be sure to take that envelope home with you.  A map will 
also be on the tables.  If you cannot walk that day, please 
return the envelope to the table by that day as St. Roch 
must account for each numbered envelope.  
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Oct  14         K-12 9:40-10:50 AM 
  21, 28         K-12 9:40-10:50 AM  
  21, 28         Confirmation candidates 6:45-8:15 PM 
 

Nov   4       K-12/Confirmation 
        11         No Classes—Veterans Day Holiday 
        18         K-12/Confirmation 
    25      No classes—Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
Dec     2      1st Advent/K-12/Confirmation 
      9      2nd Advent/K-12/Confirmation 
    16      3rd Advent/K-12/Confirmation 
         23        4th Advent no classes—vacation  
    30      No Classes—vacation  
 

Jan   6, 13    K-12/Confirmation 
    20      No Classes—MLK Holiday 
        27         K-12/Confirmation 
 

Feb   3, 10    K-12/Confirmation 
        17, 24    No Classes—vacation 
 

Mar  3, 10, 17, 24, 31  K-12/Confirmation 
 

Apr  5, 6, 7, 8 No classes LOTW retreat 
   14          Passion Sunday No Classes—vacation 
       21          Easter Sunday No Classes—vacation 
       28          Divine Mercy Sunday K-12/Confirmation 
 

May 5      K-12 Last Day/ Confirmation TBA 
       12          No Classes—Mother’s Day  
   19      First Eucharist 2 PM  OPEN HOUSES 

NOTRE DAME ACADEMY 
Sunday, October 21st from 2-4 pm. Students currently in fifth, 
sixth, seventh and eighth grade are encouraged to attend.  
Entrance Exam Nov. 3 at 8:30 am. Pre-registration is required. 
admissions@nda-worc.org / 508-757-6200 Ext. 229 
 

HOLY NAME CENTRAL CATHOLIC JUNIOR/SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL 
October 28th from 12:00 p.m. –  2:00 p.m. 
www.holyname.net / 508-753-6371 
 

ST. JOHN’S HIGH SCHOOL 
Saturday, September 29th at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday, October 
16th at 6:00 p.m. Placement Test Sat., October 27th 
www.stjohnshigh.org / 508-842-8934 ext. 266  

Please note: The office of Religious Education will 
not be open during the trip to Italy. October 7-20 
Mrs. Brault will monitor calls, but please call 508-
987-8987 from 9-3 pm Monday -Thursday, if ur-
gent response is needed.  

Generally, for more information Call 508-987-2382  

(Phone messages are returned Monday Noon -
Thursday Noon only, no calls are returned on the 
weekends.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children & Adults are invited to pray and discern 
whether a ministry as altar server, greeter, hospitality 
minister, reader, lector, or Extraordinary minister of Eu-
charist is calling you. Call 508-987-8987 for  more de-
tails. 

Confirmation candidates and team 
will meet on the following dates at 
6:45 PM and each session candi-
dates will be responsible for the 
chapters and pages in the Decision 
Point Workbook  as follows… 

 

Oct. 21,  Session 1:  Life Is Choices  1-28 
Oct. 28,  Session 2:  What's Holding You Back? 29-56 
Nov. 4,  Session 3:  The Jesus Question 57 - 84 
Nov. 18,  Session 4:  The Prayer Process 85 - 110 
Dec. 2,  Session 5:  The Bible 111 - 140 
Dec. 9,  Session 6:  Relationships 141- 166 
Dec. 16,  Session 7:  The Eucharist 167 - 188 
Jan. 6,  Session 8:  The Holy Spirit 189 - 214 
Jan. 13,  Session 9:  The Church 215 – 242 
Jan. 27,  Session 10:  Confirmation 243 -268 
Feb. 10,  Session 11:  Made for Mission 269 - 296 
Mar. 3,  Session 12:  Holiness Is Possible 297 – end 
 All sessions are on dynamicatholic.com Decision Point. 

The Missionaries of  
Our Lady of La Salette 

 

will preach the annual parish mission 
appeal the weekend of October 13-14 
at St. Roch’s.   
 

The Missionaries of Our Lady of La 
Salette minister to people of every race, 

language, culture and way of life—beginning at the La 
Salette Shrine in France where our /blessed Mother ap-
peared in 1846. Her final words, “Well, my children, you 
will make this known to all my people,” echo Jesus’ Gos-
pel mandate. It is little wonder that the La Salette Con-
gregation has always been mission orientated. When 
called upon by the Vatican to preach the Gospel in for-
eign lands, they eagerly responded. This spirit brought 
them to mission in 27 countries, especially among the 
poor in Angola, Argentina, Bolivia, Haiti, India, Mada-
gascar, Myanmar and the Philippines. With your coopera-
tion, they can continue to provide spiritual and financial 
assistance to these mission countries as they bring God’s 
reconciling message to the poor.  

http://www.holyname.net/
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St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet on Monday,  
November 5th at 6 PM in the par ish center .  
New Members Welcome! 
Finance Committee will meet Thursday, October 25th  
at 7 PM in the rectory. 

 
 
 
 

The Six-Week follow-up gathering 
Growing in Christ—6:30 PM 

Thursdays, Oct 18, 25  Nov 1, 8, 15  
in the hall or in the center  - signs on the doors 

will tell which location.  

St. Roch’s Ladies & Friends 
Tea for the Daughters of the King 

 

Thursday, October 25th  

12:00 AM-1:30 PM ~ St Roch Parish Hall   

Help needed for Set-Up October 24th at 9:00 AM.  

We have had a great time at previous teas. Free will offer-
ing will help to cover expenses. For us to plan set up, 
please let us know how many to set for your table, and 
with whom you may plan to sit. (No worries, we will 
seat singles or late guests together to fill the tables).  

RSVP 508-987-2382 before Wed., Oct. 17th please. 
 

Name                 
Phone                 
E-mail            ___    
Reserve       seats. I plan to sit with        
 
 

Please drop in any collection basket or call 987-2382. 

Serra Club 
 of Southern Worcester County  

presents their Annual  
Turkey Feast Fundraiser!  

Monday, October 15th  
Publick House Historic Inn  

1st seating: 4:30 pm – 6:15 pm / 2nd seating: 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
$14.00 per dinner Adult / $5.00 per dinner Child 

Dinner includes: oven roasted turkey, cornbread-sausage 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, butternut squash & cranberry 
sauce. serrasoworcco@gmail.com or call 508-574-2630. 

ST. ROCH CEMETERY NOTICE 
All decorations must be removed from the lots 
in the cemetery by October 19th for fall cleanup. 
Decorations remaining after this date will be 
discarded. Vigil candles must be removed for the winter. 
Flower baskets may be placed after November 1st. Thank 
you.  
Volunteers are welcome and needed to help rake at 
the cemetery on Saturday mornings, October 20th & 
27th. Bring a rake and gloves.  

 CHOIR SEEKS NEW MEMBERS 
  Anyone interested in singing in the   
  Christmas Choir is invited to join at  
  the first rehearsal, following the  
  evening Mass on All Saints’ Day,  
  November 1st at 7:30pm.  No experi-

ence is necessary but you must be 14 or older.  The choir 
will be singing at Midnight Mass and its prelude.  Rehears-
als are currently planned for Thursday evenings but, that can 
be changed to accommodate members' schedules.  If you 
have any questions, please speak to Anna after any Mass. 

 

 

Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, 
Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, 

Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, 
Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev 
Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy 
Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, 
Charlene White, Ed Carpenter, Anita Prunier, Roger St. 
George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming,Noelle Silver-
stein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, James 
Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, Deborah 
Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, 
Helen Gilman, Andy McDonald, Dave Boucher, Daniel 
Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Paul Corey, Shannon Bernard, 
Pamela Rossley, and Frederick Reeks, Jr. 

DAYS OF ATONEMENT 
will be on the first and third Mondays of the 
month for the rest of this year. October  22 

(the 22nd is an exception—it is the 4th Monday), 

November 5 & 19, December 3 & 17 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will follow 

the 8:30 am Mass until Benediction at noon time. If you are 
unable to participate in these prayerful gatherings, you are 
invited to observe the Atonement Day by fasting. Our inten-
tion is that as we make reparation for sin, both the survivors 
of the sex abuse crisis and our Church will be healed.  

                     

                       334 Club Dinner & Auction 
                          

                         October 20, 2018 
 

                              5:00 PM     
 

                       RSVP by October 15th. No exceptions.                      

 

St. Therese the Little Flower Shrine and 
Wright’s Chicken Farm Trip—Sunday,  
October 21. Arrangements being made  
by St. Ann’s Church in North Oxford.  
Call 508-987-8892 for more info. 

mailto:serrasoworcco@gmail.com
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