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Saturday, January 19, 2019 
      4:00 PM  Patricia & Pete Carbonneau by the family
Sunday, January 20, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Roland E. Vandal by St. Roch Parish 
   11:00 AM  Lucien Brault (9th Anniversary) wife Olga 
Monday, January 21, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Frederick Reeks, Jr. by sister Yvonne Nelson 
Tuesday,  January 22, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019 
      8:30 AM  No Mass—Fr. Roy will celebrating Mass at St. Paul’s Cathedral
Thursday, January 24, 2019 
      8:30 AM  Martin Paul Bouthiller by his mother Paula 
Friday, January 25, 2019 
      8:30 AM  Frederick Reeks, Jr. by sister Yvonne Nelson 
Saturday, January 26, 2019 
      4:00 PM  William T. Stevens by the family
Sunday, January 27, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Kenneth Mill, Sr. by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 
   11:00 AM  Lucille LaPlante by her husband Joseph 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, January 20 
Is 62:1-5 
1 Cor 12:4-11 
Jn 2:1-11 
Monday, January 21 
Heb 5:1-10 
Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday, January 22 
Heb 6:10-20 
Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday, January 23 
Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 
Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday, January 24 
Heb 7:25-8:6 
Mk 3:7-12 
Friday, January 25 
Acts 22:3-16, Mk 16:15-18 
Saturday, January 26 
2 Tm 1:1-8 
Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday, January 27 
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
1 Cor 12:12-30 
Lk 1:1-4, 4; 14-21 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

    January 12 & 13 
 
 

     Offertory Envelopes (139)                     $3,352.00 
     Loose Money                                      427.00 
     Fuel                                                                  1,606.00 
     Other sources of income                       60.00 
     Total                                                         5,445.00  
     Weekly  Goal                              5,835.00                 
     Result                      Thank You!          -           390.00  

  There will be a second collection next  
  weekend January 26th & 27th for  
  Catholic Home Missions.  
  We thank you in advance for your generosity. 

There will be a very special collection taken at all 
Masses this weekend to help with fundraising  
efforts that will be used to create outdoors Stations of the 
Cross on our church property. Ben Colebourn, one of our 
parishioners and an altar server, has prayerfully  decided 
to do this as his Eagle Scout project. We are excited at 
the thought of having these outdoor stations that by 
which generations of adults and children can retrace the 
steps of Jesus, pray the Way of the Cross, and meditate 
on the sacrifice Jesus made for our salvation. 
 

Ben has been hard at work fundraising including  
getting sponsors for the Walk for Life in Washington 
D.C. which he and his family went on this past week.  
Please consider supporting his efforts. Contributions may 
also be mailed to St. Roch Parish, c/o Outdoor Stations, 
334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540. 
 

A quote from Ben: “I take part in the March for Life, and 
am inspired to put up the Stations which was Jesus’ 
March for Life.”  
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My dear Parishioners, 
 

 
   As I write to you mid week, Wednesday the 16th, anticipating the events and the observance that is to come,  
I think it most appropriate to share with you some reflections on a significantly important subject that has become the 
focus of much of my priesthood. I was stunned and to my core saddened by the unfortunate Roe vs Wade decision in 
1973. I was also deeply convinced that our nation would come to its senses and recognize how wrong this was. I am not 
infallible! Regrettably the situation has gone from bad to worse. Watching the news and reading the headlines, we feel 
helpless seeing the heartbreaking lack of respect for human life that has become so very common. 
 
   As I take part in the March for Life in Washington on Friday the 18th, accompanied by Ben Colebourn and 
other parishioners I will pray that our prayerful, peaceful witness to the sanctity of life, that no one is disposable,  
all life matters, will help build a culture of life. I imagine at this cr itical juncture of history that my people are 
also praying for the same intention. 
 
   To understand more fully how to defend and protect human life, we must first consider who we are, at the 
deepest level. I speak from the perspective of Christian faith. So of course I believe that God created us in His image  
and likeness, which means we are made to be in loving relationship with Him. The core of  our identity and worth, the 
source of our dignity, is that all humanity is loved by God. This is what is unique to Christianity, we are called to divine 
intimacy, true communion with God. This knowledge and realization of how deeply we are loved by God, to the point  
of calling Him Father, elicits a response of love that simultaneously draws us closer to God and impels us to love all that 
He loves. 
 
   The great Pope, St. John Paul reminds us “We are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum 
of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to become the image of His Son.” However, our world often measures 
us by false standards such as how much we do, how much success we have, how much we are able to contribute, how 
independent we are. And when we don’t measure up to these expectations or we become burdensome and get in the way 
of others achieving the goals they imagine will make them happy, we are made to feel helpless, alone and abandoned. 
We sometimes are made to feel as though our lives have decreased in value or worth. 
 
   As we hope to build a culture of life how do we respond? When someone is facing great trials we need to meet 
them where they are and walk with them on the journey. I believe in the power of intercessory prayer. 
 
   As chaplain at Visitation House I see how the staff walk lovingly with young pregnant women whose boy-
friends have left them when they insisted on continuing their pregnancy. When family members or friends become  
seriously ill, we need to assure them that in the eyes of God their lives still have purpose and we will not abandon them. 
 
   As we strive to build a culture where every life is valued we need to convincingly and joyfully proclaim the 
truth that God in his love has a purpose and plan for every person He creates in His image and likeness. Sometimes our 
actions speak, as in the March for Life but sometimes we need to speak. 
 
   In this endeavor to create a new culture of life we are inspired and sustained by the confidence that comes 
from knowing we are doing God’s will. There is certainly an enormous disparity between the powerful resources  
available to the forces promoting the “culture of death,” and the means at the disposal of us working for a “culture of life 
and love.” But we know we can rely on the help of God, for whom nothing is impossible. 
 

Let us continue to love one another, 
 

Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, January 27, 2019 
 

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

Luke 1:1-4, 4; 14-21 
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   Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, 

Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe Barbara Jones, 
Craig Ladd, Fr. Robert Kelley, Roseanne Ferlito, John  
Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale  
Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier,  
Phyllis Day, John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Charlene 
White, Ed Carpenter, Anita Prunier, Roger St. George,  
James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, Francis 
DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, Dawn 
Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming,Noelle Silverstein, 
Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, James 
Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Debbie Roland, Deborah 
Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, 
Helen Gilman, Andy McDonald, Dave Boucher, Daniel 
Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Shannon Bernard, Pamela 
Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, James Grady, Fr. Gerard Walsh, 
and Diane Liljestrand. 

 

Return this help form to Fund Raising Committee by 
Jan 28th please, or call 508-987-2382 to volunteer.  

Saturday, February 2 
5:30 p.m. 

In the Church Hall 
 

$8.00 Donation 
 

All You Can Eat!! 
 
 
 
 

Tickets available for sale at the Church entrances 
before and after weekend Masses and at the door 

that evening. 
 

I CAN HELP √ Please print Name & Phone 

I will bring soup in a crockpot 
by 3 pm 

    

I will bring bread     

I will bring soup spoons     

I will bring soup bowls     

I will bring bread     

I will bring butter     

I will bring grated cheese     

I will bring a dessert     

I will help set up Thurs 5:00     

I will clean up     
Tickets for sale after all weekend Masses. 

DROP-A-SOCK CAMPAIGN 
 
 

The St. Vincent dePaul Society is 
asking for your help. There are 
many among us in need. One of 
those needs is warmth. We are 

asking you to buy new socks for men, women, 
and children and place them in the bins at the doors of the 
church. This drive will be held throughout the month of 
February. They will be donated to local nursing 
homes, veteran’s shelters, and places that assist families 
in need. You always help in such a generous manner. We 
know that we can count on you! 
 

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet 
in the church hall on Monday, March 4th to collect 
socks for distribution. (No meeting in February) 

 
 
 

Please consider renewing or beginning your  
subscription in the month of February!  

 

A full year subscription is only $39! When you subscribe 
you are not only receiving a quality weekly newspaper 
you are also supporting St. Roch Parish as we are charged 
an annual assessment. Your envelope may be placed in 
any collection basket.  Extra envelopes are available at 
the entrances of the church.  

For almost 25 years a small bible study group 
has been meeting weekly on Wednesday  
mornings. The winter brings extra stress on  
the group traveling, so this year we will take a 
break January and February, and return weekly 
on Wednesday mornings from 10 AM to 11:30 AM  
starting Ash Wednesday March 6.  
Everyone is welcome to join the sessions. 
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K-12 Sunday sessions are  
9:40-10:50 AM.  

 

Please note: At 10:50 at dismissal the 
children meet Father in church.  
So please, if your child has attended the 
4:00 PM or 8:30 AM Mass, meet the 

children at the Main Street entrance of the church to 
avoid dangerous crowding on stairs at the sacristy door 
where the community is entering for Mass. 

Special family Masses help prepare the 
whole family for a richer sacramental life. 
Jan 26 Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 
PM focusses on the theme of listening, 
let us all have ears to hear what God 
wants to tell us in the new year. 
 

Banner for First Reconciliation due Jan 26 at the  
 Family Mass 
 

Jan 27 Class 9:40-10:50 AM 
 

Feb 10 First Reconciliation 1:00 PM  
 

Mar 30 Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM focusses on 
Giving Thanks for New Life. (like Christ we are we 
are invited to accept the cross, die and rise to new life, 
giving thanks for God’s great love. 
 

May 19 First Eucharist 2:00 PM 

There are still some fees unpaid. If possible to complete 
the balance fees by February 3rd it would be appreciated. 
Fees help pay the expenses for the Religious education 
materials and supplement the running of the Parish Cen-
ter. Despite rising costs, fees remain at- $85.00 for 1 
child and $110.00 maximum for  a family per  year . No 
child is ever turned away for lack of fees so your gener-
osity helps. Donations are welcome. 
 
QUESTIONS, CALL 508-987-2382  
(PHONE MESSAGES ARE RETURNED  
MONDAY NOON -THURSDAY NOON)  
 
PLEASE, REPORT STUDENT ABSENCES AND 
CHECK FOR WEATHER CANCELLATIONS BY 
PHONE (508-987-2382) ONLY, NOT BY E-MAIL.  
 
 
Jan   20 No Classes—MLK Holiday  
     26 Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM 
         27 K-12/Conf 
Feb    3, 10 K-12/Conf 
     10 First Reconciliation 1:00 PM—Meet in  
      parish center at 12:30 PM 
     17, 24 No Classes—vacation 
Mar 3, 10, 17, K-12Conf  
         24, No classes—(LOTW retreat March 22-25)  
         30  Sacrament Family Mass 5:30 PM  
         31 K-12/Conf 
Apr 7  K-12/Conf  
    14  Passion Sunday—No Classes—Vacation 
    21 Easter Sunday—No Classes—Vacation 
    28 Divine Mercy Sunday K-12/Conf 
May 5 K-12 Last Day/ Conf TBA 
    12 Mother’s Day—No Classes 
    19 First Eucharist 2 PM  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s get together to plan for some FUN and raise funds 
for the rest of the winter and spring at St Roch ask a 
friend for event ideas, to help keep our parish renewal 
going bright as we are the Light of the World in this holy 
place. Call 508-987-2382 if questions or to share your 
thoughts.  
Please call to help with Soup Supper set-up in the 
church hall on Thursday at 5:00 PM 

Candidates meet on the following 
dates at 6:45 PM to 8:15 PM.  
Candidates will be responsible for 
the chapters & pages in the Decision 
Point Workbook as follows…  
 

Jan. 20—No Classes 
Jan. 27, Session 9: The Church 215 – 242  
Feb 10, Session 10: Confirmation 243 -268  
Mar 3, Session 11: Made for Mission 269 - 296  
Mar 10, Session 12: Holiness Is Possible 297 – end  
 

All sessions are on dynamicatholic.com Decision Point. 

The Religious Education office at the 
parish center needs help with calling 
and notifying people of upcoming 
events and with online or web  
services, as well as cleaning out old 
materials. Anytime days Sundays-
Thursdays an hour or two would help.  
Please call 508-987-2382. 

The search is on for passion 
players for Lent…please 
prayerfully consider you  
and your family being part  
of the telling of the story.  
508-987-2382. 2-3 practices 
for 1 hour is all that is needed. 
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Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Sun  3-4 am,  
Mon 10-11 pm, Tues 10-11 am, 4-5 pm,  

5-6 pm, Thurs 10-11 am, 12-1 pm, 9-10 pm,  
Fri 1-2 pm, Sat 1-2 am3-4 pm. 
We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover 
an hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or 
for whatever reason they cannot make their hour with 
Jesus. Please consider being placed on our substitute call 
list. To register, please call Ken or Jane Sprague 508-943
-8955, Barbara Avery 508-943-1489 or Jeanne Guerin 
508-208-9064.  

 

 334 CLUB  WINNERS -Week 8 
 
 

  #406  Anita Prunier 
  #513  Dan Shea 
  #200  Doris Garney 
  #318  Rose Wing 
 
 
 
   

           CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an in-
credible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content, all in one place—

books, videos, movies, audios, etc.  It’s EASY and FREE 
to Register! A Gift of St. Roch Parish to Y ou!! 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith. 

 

ST. ROCH CEMETERY  
 

Vigil candles must be removed for the winter. The 
cemetery will not be held liable for any lights that 

are broken for any reason during the winter months. 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOTW Team will meet in the rectory on Thursday, 
January 31st at 6:30 PM 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the church hall 
on Monday, March 4th at 6:00 PM. New Members  
Welcome!  PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DATE 
 

Finance Committee will meet in the rectory on Tuesday, 
February 12th at 7:00 PM.  

V E N E R I N I   A C A D E M Y 
Inspired to Learn. Formed to Lead 

 

 PreK (starting age 2.9) - Grade 8 
ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, January 27  —  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 

For more information call 508.753.3210 
veneriniacademy.com 

27 Edward St. Worcester 

 

Retreat team planning is now needed for our retreat. All 
members of previous retreats are invited to take part. 
Pray over your role, call 508-987-2382 to decide how 
you will give your time or talents to the retreat.         
 

Light of the World  Lenten Retreat 

March 22-25 
 

I will help with the retreat…. [   ] yes    [   ] no 

Name________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________ 

E-mail_______________________________________ 
 

I will attend the retreat…. [   ] yes    [   ] no Super Bowl Weekend 
 

Saturday and Sunday, February 2nd  
and 3rd after the Masses children and 
youth will be at the doors of the church 
with soup pots collecting for those who 
are in most need, right here in Oxford. 
All donations will be given to the St. 
Vincent de Paul committee who will use 
the funds as best needed. 

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection  

of Unborn Children 
 

The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM), no. 373, designates 
January 22 as a particular day of prayer 
and penance, called the "Day of Prayer 
for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children". In all the Dioceses of the 
United States of America, January 22 
(or January 23, when January 22 falls 
on a Sunday) shall be observed as a 

particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 
guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations 
to the dignity of the human person committed through 
acts of abortion. As individuals, we are called to observe 
this day through the penitential practices of prayer, fast-
ing and/or giving alms. Another way to take part is 
through participating in special events or devotions to 
observe the anniversary of Roe v. Wade taking place in 
your local area. More information: http://www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/resources/january-22-day-of-
prayer.cfm.  

https://www.veneriniacademy.com/
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