
 

St. Roch Parish 
 

Sister Parish ~ St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 

 

Let us pray for the successor of St. Peter,  

Pope Francis who today feeds  

the Flock of Christ 
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Saturday, May 4, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Rev. Robert E. Kelley by Paul Rock
Sunday, May 5, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Adolf Smolenski by his daughter 
   11:00 AM  Mary Palmieri & Saveria Lagaccia by the family 
Monday, May 6, 2019 
     8:30 AM  George Corriveau by St. Roch Parish 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, May 8, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Franciszek Duraj by Tomasz Palkon 
Thursday, May 9, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Elizabeth Rodier Mokrzecki by husband Stanley 
Friday, May 10, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Dean Mills (living) by Paula Miner 
Saturday, May 11, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Mary Gagliastre by daughters Maryann & Ginny
Sunday, May 12, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
   11:00 AM  Margarida Tavares by daughter Connie Voas 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, May5 
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 
Rv 5:11-14 
Jn 21:1-19 
Monday, May 6 
Acts 6:8-15, Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday, May 7 
Acts 7:51-8:1a 
Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday, May 8 
Acts 8:1b-8 
Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday, May 9 
Acts 8:26-40, Jn 6:44-51 
Friday, May 10 
Acts 9:1-20 
Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday, May 11 
Acts 9:31-42 
Jn 6:60-69 
Sunday, May12 
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Rv 7:9, 14b-17 
Jn 10:27-30 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM 
During Lent 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

  April 27 & 28 
 
 
 
 

 

   Offertory Envelopes (139)                       $3,406.00 
   Loose Money                                           403.00 
   Other sources of income                     1,962.00 
   Total                                                          5,771.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                               
   Result                                                -       64.00   

Thank You!   

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

 

Thanks to all our parishioners who have 
made their gift to the 2019 Partners in 
Charity Appeal. St. Roch Parish is 91% 
towards our goal of $42,800. If you 
have not yet made a gift or pledge, 

please fill out a commitment pledge envelope located on 
the first and last pews. Or visit www.partners-charity.net 
to do it online. Partners in Charity, formerly known as the 
Bishop’s Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of 
Worcester, serving 28 charitable, educational, and pasto-
ral ministries. Through your generous support we are able 
to serve thousands of families and individuals in Worces-
ter County through outreach, formation, evangelization, 
and worship. Thank you!  

 

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 

Monday, May 6th before 3:00 PM. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   This past Tuesday I found myself once more at the Red Cross Blood Donation Center right near U Mass Hospital in 
Worcester. This time I had been called to give platelets because of a severe critical need for platelets which are used to treat cancer 
patients. I don’t know if you’ve ever given platelets but it’s a two and half hour procedure. While it is absolutely pain-free the only 
challenge is the patience needed for the duration of the procedure.  
  
   Each chair has a DVD player and screen to keep you entertained. I forgot to bring a movie this time so the nurse said I 
could pick a category of Netflix shows; so I chose history, medieval to be precise. The show started and because you are somewhat 
immobilized—you cant’ even scratch your nose, I had to signal the nurse to come back and change the channel. It seems the portray-
al of history chosen became very graphic and quite risqué. I had chose to wear my clerical shirt thinking priests get enough bad press 
these days, why not a little    positive. Just the opposite would have been the case if I was “caught” watching soft porn. 
 
   Not wanting to waste the time I began to pray. I prayed for the people who would be receiving my platelets, for the Red 
Cross workers who were running the center that day and for all the other people sitting in the donation chairs. I began to think that 
this stretch of Plantation Street has been transformed in my lifetime from parks and woodlands along Lake Quinsigamond into a 
renowned center for healing and research. I prayed for the doctors, nurses and scientists that ply their trade and bring about such 
miraculous results in the lives of people dealing with a variety of afflictions. 
 
   I was deeply encouraged the next morning, Wednesday, May 1st which is the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, while in the 
Adoration Chapel praying the Breviary to have come across this reading from the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern 
world of the Second Vatican Council. There are no coincidences with God. I think that it is something He wants all of us to hear in 
the age when we think that religion and science are opposed to each other. 
 
   It reads: “By his labor and abilities man has always striven to improve the quality of his life. Today, particularly by means 
of science and technology, he has extended his mastery over almost the whole of nature, and still continues to extend it. As a result, 
where man formerly looked especially to supernatural forces for blessings, he now secures many of these benefits for himself, thanks 
to his own efforts. 
 
   In the face of this vast enterprise men are asking: How should these benefits be used? Where are the efforts of individuals 
and communities finally leading us? The Church is the guardian of the deposit of God’s word from which are drawn the principles of 
moral order. The Church desires to integrate the light of revelation with the skilled knowledge achieved and do so in keeping with 
God’s purpose. 
 
   Far from thinking that the achievement gained by man’s abilities and strength are in opposition to God’s power, or that 
man with his intelligence is in some sense a rival to his Creator, Christians are on the contrary, convinced that the triumphs of the 
human race are a sign of God’s greatness and the effects of His wonderful providence.”  
 
   So let each of us use our talents and abilities to cooperate with the Creator in the evolution of His divine design. 
 
    

 
 

Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, May 12, 2019 
 

Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52 
Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 

John 10:27-30 
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A Day Retreat for Adults 
Saturday, May 18, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

St. Roch Church Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by South County Link 

$15 (includes coffee &, lunch, and all materials) Please 
Register by Wednesday, May 8, 

Terry Ann Renaud 508-987-2382  
or strochoxford@gmail.com. 

Join us as we journey with Jesus as he walks on  
water, along to Calvary, on the Road to Emmaus,  
and as we ourselves are sent forth in the name of  

Jesus Christ! 
Our day will include prayer, reflections, journaling, 

games, fun and food! 
Reconciliation available at 3:30 Mass at 4:00. 

Parking in the rear of the church 

Baby Bottle Drive 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 

We are off to a great start—more baby bottles 
will be available this weekend. Please give the 
baby conceived a name and pray daily for this 

unborn child.  
 

TWO MONTH DEVELOPING BABY 
 Your baby is making progress developing all of  
the external features and internal organs. The brain is 
functioning at 40 days. The mother can hear the heartbeat 
now on an ultrasonic stethoscope. The milk-teeth buds 
are present at 6 1/2 weeks. And it has been reported that a 
two-month old baby can suck his or her thumb. 
 

 From this moment onward, your spiritually adopted 
baby grows and refines his/her body. But everything he/
she needs to survive once he/she is born is already present 
by the end of the eighth week. 

St. Roch’s Ladies Tea 
for the Daughters of the King. 

Yes, that is who you are, His Child!  
Reservations required. 

 

May 23, 2019    11:30 AM—1:30 PM 
 
 

RSVP 508-987-2382 by May 21 2019 

Deacon Information Session 
 

A Deacon Information Session is being held 
for men between the ages of 30 and 60 who 
are interested in or considering a vocation as 
a Permanent Deacon.  This session will take 

place at the Father Smith Center of St. Anne’s Church, 
130 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury on Saturday, May 18 
from 10 am to Noon.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  No registration is required. 

ANNUAL MISSIONARY COOPERATION PLAN 
APPEAL 

A representative of the Missionary Sisters of the Holy 
Rosary will be with us on the weekend of May 4 & 5. 
The community was founded in Ireland in 1924 to work 
with the women of Nigeria, West Africa. The Missionary 
Sisters of the Holy Rosary are now an international com-
munity working in nine countries of Africa and in Brazil. 
They are a strictly missionary group with no institutions 
in the United States or Canada, so therefore rely almost 
exclusively on funds provided through the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith and the generosity of the people 
back home to support their sisters on mission. They are 
deeply grateful for your contribution. If you would like to 
see more about them, their website is www.mushr.org. 

To The Members of St. Roch Church, 
 

We want to thank your congregation 
once again for your constant help of 

providing comforters, blankets, throws, and towels for 
the Golden Bee’s Sleeping Bag Ministry.  
In 2018 we gave out 202 sleeping bags!  
We appreciate your help.  —Edna Patri 

St. Roch’s Church Paint Night 
 

          MAY 11th   5:30-7:30 PM                    

Cocktails at 5:00 PM. Come on 
down to the St Roch’s Paint Night 
and have a blast with family and 
friends. There will be food, drinks, 
raffles and a lot of paint. Proceeds 
will benefit Ben Colebourn’s Eagle 
Project—Outdoor Stations of the 

Cross. Tickets are $35, and can purchased before and af-
ter Masses. The above picture is the amazing template 
you will paint and take home—just in time for Memorial 
Day! 

 

The annual Roses For Life  
fundraiser to benefit Problem  

Pregnancy of Worcester will take 
place on Mother’s Day weekend, 

May 11 & 12. 
 

At all Masses on Mother’s Day weekend we will be  
selling fresh “Roses for Life” in support of Problem  
Pregnancy of Worcester (PPW). This all-volunteer 
agency provides women an alternative to abortion 
through free counseling, pregnancy testing,  
ultrasound scanning and emotional support.  
Your prayers and donations for the unborn  
are needed and greatly appreciated.  

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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MAY 5 
The Family Breakfast benefits the 
Mary Kilinskas Scholarship Fund. 

Mary Kilinskas Scholarship is given to     
recognize special young men and women 
who excel in their commitment to ongoing 

religious education in Catholic high school or college. Mary 
Kilinskas was a dedicated par ishioner  of St Roch, who 
took the stewardship of her church to heart. She and her hus-
band supported all efforts of the parish in time, talents and 
treasures. From flowers in the sanctuary and grounds to 
fruits of the harvest at Thanksgiving, this was easily seen. 
She also brought the fruits of her extensive gardening to 
members of the community. Not so visible was the forty 
plus years of teaching as a catechist in our religious educa-
tion program. Hours of preparation and sincere love of 
Christ was quietly shared week after week with the youngest 
of our children, who are called to continue in her love of 
Jesus. These fruits may not be seen by the eye but are felt 
throughout our parish family, some of you may be sitting 
here today because she first taught you the importance of 
prayer and the Eucharist in your life.  
 

The previous recipients of the Mary Kilinskas 
Scholarship honor her and our whole parish 
by continuing their own commitment in reli-
gious education, and sharing their faith with 
others. Keeping Mary’s footsteps from fading 
from our parish halls some notable recipients 

are studying at Catholic colleges, and return each break to 
help teach in our Sunday sessions and Summer Vacation 
Bible Camp.  Donations to the Fund are accepted at the May 
5th breakfast and in the weekly collections in an envelope    
addressed ATTN: Mary Kilinskas Scholarship  

  
May      5 K-12 Last Day 9:40-10:50 AM 
    Eucharist rehearsal in church 9:30 AM 

        (1st Eucharist banners are due) 
    12  Mother’s Day—No Classes   
             19  First Eucharist 2 PM  

        Children meet in parish hall at 1:30 PM 
June   22 Save the date for the Parish Festival 
July 15-19   Vacation Bible Camp 8:15 AM-1:15 PM 
      Volunteers are needed. 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL STUDENTS  
from 5 to 18 years old should register.  

St. Roch will begin registration for Summer Vacation 
Bible Camp, and Fall now past due.   
Please, call 508-987-2382 or E-mail  

strochoxford@gmail.com if you have questions. 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
 
May 5 rehearsal is in church at 9:30, 
please be prompt for all sessions. 
 

Please remember! Your 1st Eucharist 
banners are due by May 5, also. 

 
May 12   Mother’s Day—No Classes  
May 19   First Eucharist Celebration 2:00 PM  

   Children meet in parish hall at 1:30 PM 
 

This year we will designate the First Sacrament collec-
tion to the Outdoor Stations of The Cross Project. 

$ 4.00 

The 3rd grade class would 
like to thank St Roch’s 
church family for  helping 
us make our first Art and 
Craft Fair a huge success!  
The students worked tireless-
ly creating beautiful items. 

Each item was made with love.  
Through your generosity our class raised $450.00 for  
Visitation House.  
We also gave the ladies that live in the house necklaces 
that we made and wreaths to hang on their house doors to 
bring cheer to all who enter.   
We hope you all have a blessed summer!  

Yours in Jesus,  
Lynn Soucy 

3rd grade teacher 

 

In every ministry:  
at the Masses; church dinners; breakfasts; 
community events; outreach to those in 
need; teaching children and adults; men-
toring; youth ministry; making food for 
St. Vincent de Paul Society’s American 

Chop Suey each month; upkeep of the facilities and 
more… 
 

Yes, to make our Parish truly    
flourish, you are needed,                

call 508-987-2382 or 508-987-8987   
to volunteer an hour or two a month. 

This Photo by 

Venerini Academy Preschool Program 
Friday, May 10 -- 12:00 - 1:30 pm. 

Young parents are invited to bring their two to five year 
old children for a midday program of outdoor fun, crea-
tivity, and exploration at Venerini Academy.  Enjoy a 
taste of our amazing preschool for children ages 2.9 
through Kindergarten. Tours and September enrollment 
information will be available. To register or for 
more information visit veneriniacademy.com  

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2012/09/teaching-ip-to-blind-students-insights.html
https://veneriniacademy.com/


6 

The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA               THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                    May 5, 2019 

 

 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Sun  3-4 am,  
Mon 10-11 pm, Tues 10-11 am, Wed 3-4 

pm, Thurs 10-11 am,  
11-12 pm, 11-12 noon, 9-10 pm, Sat 3-4 pm. 
We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover an 
hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or for 
whatever reason they cannot make their hour with Jesus.      
Please consider being placed on our substitute call list. To 
register, please call Ken or Jane Sprague 508-943-8955, 

 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the church hall 
on Monday, May 6th at 6:00 PM.      
~New Members Welcome!    
Finance Committee will meet in the rectory on Tuesday, 
May 7th at 7:00 PM.      

 

 

 Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, 
Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, 

Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John 
Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, 
Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, 
John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Charlene White, Anita 
Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger St. George,  James Sumerlin, 
Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & 
Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey,  
Richard Fleming, Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric 
Lambert, Paul Murphy, James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, 
Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen 
Germain, Helen Gilman, Andy McDonald, Dave Boucher, 
Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Shannon Bernard, Pamela 
Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Diane 
Liljestrand, Gary Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, and Olga Brault. 

Oxford Community Theater Presents… 
Auditions 

When: Monday May 20th  and 
        Wednesday May 22nd 6-8 pm  
Where: St. Roch’s Church, 332 Main St. 
Oxford Ma (directly across the street from 
Oxford Public Library). We are located in the lower church.  
 

Need to Know: NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!!  Any-
one over the age of 5 is welcome! If given a part, rehearsals 
will begin the following Monday, May 27th and will be eve-
ry Monday and Wednesday from 6-8:30 pm (we understand 
school and sports are still in session and we are happy to 
work around peoples schedules if they cannot attend every 
rehearsal). The show will take place Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday August 9th-11th with 1 show each day. Tech week 
rehearsals will be August 5th-8th time TBD. Email Andrew 
Bennett at abennett82689@charter.net.  

 2019 Volleyball Season  

COACHES NEEDED!!!! 
 

Unfortunately, it cannot happen with-
out a coach or two coming forward to 
prepare the team and the field. Our 

coaching staff has truly loved the experience as had our 
teens, but we need new members to take on the leadership 
roles. 
Please call 508-987-2382 for  more info.  
The season will run from mid-June until August for the 
2019 Volleyball season. 
If you are a teen and want to play drop this by the office 
or in the basket at Mass or call or E-mail                
strochoxford@gmail.com.  

Name   
Age DOB   
Grade   

Phone   

E-Mail   

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

 

May 16-19 
 

 Amusement Rides & 

Games 
 
 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10,  Sat 12-10,  Sun 12-6 
 

Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
HELP NEEDED 

 

We will need your help to make sure that 
our parish cemetery is in good shape for 
Memorial Day, May 27th. Please come 

from 8:00—noon Saturday mornings, May 11, 18 & 25. 
Bring a rake & gloves if you have them. Tarps would be 
helpful too. Many hands make for light work. Pizza & soda 
at noon for all workers! 
 

*Side note to all who place arrangements on graves: When 
removing plants or pots, please take old arrangements 
home with you or place aside trash barrels. Do not put in 
barrels. Thank you. 

   Due to the closing of Sandlewood Nursing  
     Home, the St. Vincent de Paul Society will  
    not be holding their annual “Christmas in  
   June”. We want to graciously thank all who have 
participated and lovingly purchased and wrapped 
Christmas presents for so many years for our elderly 
neighbors who resided there. Your generosity has 
been overwhelming. God Bless one and all. 

mailto:abennett82689@charter.net
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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