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Saturday, May 11, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Mary Gagliastre by daughters Maryann & Ginny
Sunday, May 12, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
   11:00 AM  Margarida Tavares by daughter Connie Voas 
Monday, May 13, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, May 15, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Thursday, May 16, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Friday, May 17, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 
Saturday, May 18, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Mother’s Day Novena
Sunday, May 19, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Victoria Robert & Joseph Smolenski 
   11:00 AM  Mother’s Day Novena 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, May12 
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Rv 7:9, 14b-17 
Jn 10:27-30 
Monday, May 13 
Acts 11:1-18, Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday, May 14 
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 
Jn 15:9-17 
Wednesday, May 15 
Acts 12:24-13:5a 
Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday, May 16 
Acts 13:13-25, Jn 13:16-20 
Friday, May 17 
Acts 13:26-33 
Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday, May 18 
Acts 13:44-52 
Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday, May19 
Acts 14:21-27 
Rv 21:1-5a 
Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                   Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM 
During Lent 

(No Mass here the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

  May 4 & 5 
 
 
 
 

 

   Offertory Envelopes (132)                       $3,785.00 
   Loose Money                                           327.00 
   Other sources of income                        823.00 
   Total                                                          4,935.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                               
   Result                                                -     900.00   

Thank You!   

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, 
enter parish code M8R36X. Enter 
your email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and 

enrich your life with an incredible array of resources fo-
cused on our rich Catholic faith.  

 

 

Thanks to all our parishioners who have 
made their gift to the 2019 Partners in 
Charity Appeal. St. Roch Parish is 92% 
towards our goal of $42,800. If you 
have not yet made a gift or pledge, 

please fill out a commitment pledge envelope located on 
the first and last pews. Or visit www.partners-charity.net 
to do it online. Partners in Charity, formerly known as the 
Bishop’s Fund, is the Annual Appeal for the Diocese of 
Worcester, serving 28 charitable, educational, and pasto-
ral ministries. Through your generous support we are able 
to serve thousands of families and individuals in Worces-
ter County through outreach, formation, evangelization, 
and worship. Thank you!  
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

   Are there times when you find it difficult to motivate yourself? Feeling uninspired and perhaps a little bit 
washed out; somehow that is my state of mind today while I sit here trying to compose my letter for you this week. 
Looking at the blank page and begging God for the grace to communicate something worthwhile. I think that the Lord 
has just answered by plea. “If you don’t feel inspired then turn to those who have been; it might rub off on you.”  
So here goes! 
 

   I only had a limited number of the latest book to come out of Dynamic Catholic “Why I Love Being Catholic”, 
so I am going to share with you a few excerpts that might lift your spirits and mine: 
 
 

   Becoming Catholic is the best thing that has ever happened to me, and I don’t mean that lightly. I started out  
 as an atheist. For over twenty-three years I firmly believed that there was no God due to my difficult childhood and  
 depression. I made a solemn vow to myself that I wasn’t ever going to be pulled into the whole “believing in God” joke.  
 I firmly believed that all Christians, and Catholics especially, were all just a bunch of do-gooders who thought they were 
  better than everyone else. 
 

   My best friend (who also happens to be my cousin) is the one who knocked the sense into me. Let me tell you,  
   we had some arguments, but once I understood the meaning of Catholicism and what it was all about, I wanted in!  
 I figured, if I’m going to do this thing, I'm going to do it all! I wanted everything that God and Jesus had to offer, and  
 I didn’t want to do it lightly. If Jesus could give up his very life for me, the least I could do is believe in him and accept  
 not some but all of his gifts and never take them for granted. That’s why I’m Catholic, and despite what any critics say,  
 I am proud of my faith!  - Monigue B. 
 
 

   I am a convert to the faith. I grew up with many occult practices around me. I was lost. I was wandering through 
  all the things that the world said would bring me happiness, but the search only made me emptier. As I learned more  
 and more about the Catholic faith, I found solid ground: no more shifting sand. I found a true vision for the human person,  
  an answer to the relativism our culture promotes. The truth set me free.  -Kirsten S. 
 
 
 

   Growing up in the sixties with two Catholic parents, I knew at a very young age that my parents did not love each  
  other very much. They often barely seemed to tolerate one another and had separate bedrooms. But being Catholic,  
  they felt they had to stay together. I recall feeling awkward and caught in the middle when running interference for  
 them (“Tell your father dinner is ready”;  “Tell your mother I’m not hungry.”) and trying to cope with the inescapable  
 tension that resided in our small house. It wasn’t very pleasant growing up in this volatile environment, and as I grew  
 older, I found many reasons to excuse myself from the house. One of my favorite places to escape to was our local  
 Catholic church, which was within walking distance. The peace I found there was a balm to my battered soul and one  
 I often escaped to. 
 

   Matthew Kelly talks about the classroom of silence, and I think my love of silence started in those quiet moments  
 sitting in the empty or almost-empty pews at church. I may have been too young to understand that I was laying my  
 wounds and troubles at the feet of the Lord, but that is what I was doing, and he never failed to soothe me. I would enter  
 overwhelmed and confused, but after sitting in the darkened, quiet church, I would leave in a much calmer frame of mind,  
 able to cope once more.  I have many happy memories of baptisms, confirmations, weddings, etc. as a Catholic, but will  
 never forget God’s warm embrace as I sat in the classroom of silence as a child.  -Name Withheld 
    

 

Let us continue to love one another, 
Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, May 19, 2019 
 

Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27 
     Revelation 21:1-5a 

John 13:31-33a, 34-35 
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A Day Retreat for Adults 
Saturday, May 18, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

St. Roch Church Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by South County Link 

 

$15 (includes coffee &, lunch, and all materials)  
Terry Ann Renaud 508-987-2382  

or strochoxford@gmail.com. 
Join us as we journey with Jesus as he walks on  

water, along to Calvary, on the Road to Emmaus,  
and as we ourselves are sent forth in the name of  

Jesus Christ! 
Our day will include prayer, reflections, journaling, 

games, fun and food! 
Reconciliation available at 3:30 / Mass at 4:00.  

Parking in the rear of the church. 

Baby Bottle Drive 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 

We are off to a great start. Please give the baby 
conceived a name and pray daily for this unborn 
child.  

 

THREE MONTH DEVELOPING BABY 
 Your baby is quite active in the womb now—although 
his mother won’t feel him for another couple of months. 
If his mother’s womb had a window, you could watch 
your spiritually adopted baby squint, swallow and move 
his tongue. He can make a tight fist if you touch his palm. 
 He is breathing fluid which he continues until birth. 
He obtains the oxygen his body needs through the umbili-
cal cord. The baby you are praying for weighs one ounce. 

St. Roch’s Ladies Tea 
for the Daughters of the King. 

Yes, that is who you are, His Child!  
Reservations required. 

 

 

May 23, 2019    11:30 AM—1:30 PM 
 

RSVP 508-987-2382 by May 21 2019 

Looking for Volunteers to help Spring 
Cleaning in the church. Tuesday, May 
21st from 10 am to Noon. The cleaning 
team could use some extra hands this morn-
ing to do some extra freshening up!  Call 

Bev at 508-987-2560 for other days/times.  Thank you!!! 

In every ministry:  
at the Masses; church dinners; breakfasts; 
community events; outreach to those in 
need; teaching children and adults; men-
toring; youth ministry; making food for St. 
Vincent de Paul Society’s American Chop 

Suey each month; upkeep of the facilities and more… 
 

Yes, to make our Parish truly      
flourish, you are needed,                  
call 508-987-2382 or 508-987-8987      

to volunteer an hour or two a month. 

This Photo by 

The annual Roses For Life  
fundraiser to benefit Problem  

Pregnancy of Worcester will take place   
Mother’s Day weekend, May 11 & 12. 

 

We will be selling fresh “Roses for Life” in support of 
Problem Pregnancy of Worcester (PPW). This all volun-
teer agency provides women an alternative to abortion 
through free counseling, pregnancy testing, ultrasound 
scanning and emotional support. Your prayers and dona-
tions for the unborn are needed and greatly appreciated.  

Still Room!!! Please Register today!!! 

Carnival  
St. Roch Lot & Joslin Park 

 

May 16-19 
 

 Amusement Rides & 

Games 
 
 

 Thurs & Fri 6-10,  Sat 12-10,  Sun 12-6 
 

Proceeds to benefit St. Roch Parish 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
HELP NEEDED 

 

We will need your help to make sure that 
our parish cemetery is in good shape for 

Memorial Day, May 27th. Please come from 8:00—noon 
Saturday mornings, May 18 & 25. Bring a rake & gloves if 
you have them. Tarps would be helpful too. Many hands 
make for light work. Pizza & soda at noon for all workers! 
 

*Side note to all who place arrangements on graves: When 
removing plants or pots, please take old arrangements 
home with you or place aside trash barrels. Do not put in 
barrels. Thank you. 

         Due to the closing of Sandlewood Nursing  
          Home, the St. Vincent de Paul Society                                                      
              will not be holding their annual “Christmas in  
   June”. We want to graciously thank all who have 
participated and lovingly purchased and wrapped 
Christmas presents for so many years for our elderly 
neighbors who resided there. Your generosity has 
been overwhelming. God Bless one and all. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2012/09/teaching-ip-to-blind-students-insights.html
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May     12  Mother’s Day—No Classes   
             19  First Eucharist 2 PM  

        Children meet in parish hall at 1:30 PM 
June   22 Save the date for the Parish Festival 
July 15-19   Vacation Bible Camp 8:15 AM-1:15 PM 
      Volunteers are needed. 

 
 
 
 

ALL STUDENTS  
from 5 to 18 years old should register.  

St. Roch will begin registration for Summer Vacation 
Bible Camp, and Fall now past due.   
Please, call 508-987-2382 or E-mail  

strochoxford@gmail.com if you have questions. 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
 
May 12  Mother’s Day—No Classes  
May 19  First Eucharist Celebration 2PM  
   Children meet in parish hall at 1:30 PM 
 

Please pray for these candidates for First 
Eucharist who will be celebrating for the first time next 
Sunday at 2 pm.  
 

 Frederick Baarda    Matthew Monticelli,  
 Amilia Piarulli    Zachary Rucho,  
 Declan Sharry    Griffin O'Grady,  
 Logan Valipour   Dino Sena,  
 Amelia Courtemanche Charlotte Courtemanche 
         Jonathan Palmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parish Family,  
 

Last week we saw a wonderful example of how a witness 
can tell a story to capture our hearts and souls, when Sr. El-
len shared her story with us. 
 

Jesus needs witnesses in the world. But how can we witness 
if we do not know what we are witnessing to? How can we 
witness if we do not understand? How can we witness if we 
do not know how? All of us need to continue our faith for-
mation to fulfill our mission to go out to all the world and 
proclaim the good news.  
 

There are many opportunities to deepen our knowledge and 
understanding of our Christian faith. Please take time this 
year to attend at least one formation event. (Walking with 
Jesus day retreat, next Saturday, or the Light of the World 
Retreat this Fall, a class here or online, bible study, lecture, 
or novena). 
 

We live in a very complex world with a beautiful variety of 
people. How do we walk with our neighbors, accompanying 
them on life’s journey in a way that lifts them up and opens 
for them the possibility of discipleship? How do we dia-
logue with our friends who do not believe God? Many athe-
ists take the question of God very seriously, can we learn 
from their questions and criticism? Science has made many 
discoveries that may make faith seem irrelevant or give it 
enhancement. How do we engage the wonderful insights of 
physics as Catholics?  
 

Walking together we can discover how it is possible to wit-
ness to Christ in a complex world. Peace will reign as the 
Holy Spirit guides us along the path. 
 

Will you take a step towards becoming a more involved 
committed witness? 

Peace, T     

Dear Parents,  

Our religious education and faith formation program be-
gins when the child is in kindergarten; preschool children 
who are ready may join this group. They are joined by the 
children who are in first grade, and together they share in 
the goal of getting to know Jesus, The creation story and 
much more. 

Starting at this grade level and on through junior high the 
students make a brief presentation between the Sunday 
Masses. These youngest children tell Gospel stories and 
recite their prayers from memory.  

If you have yet to view our Website, I suggest you may 
find good information there throughout the year, 
www.strochoxford.com. (We are searching for a full-
time webmaster should you have an hour or two hours 
each month). 

Sacraments are prepared with the families as soon as the 
readiness has been noticed. Those children entering sec-
ond grade who are participating in the life of the Church 
are considered ready to begin to prepare for First Recon-
ciliation and First Eucharist. Youth who have completed 
the freshman year of high school religious education clas-
ses may request to begin preparation for confirmation by 
sending a letter to Father Roy asking to be admitted to the 
next group of teens to prepare for confirmation. Complete 
details can be discussed by calling 508-987-2382.  

Please call to register your child(ren) as soon as possible 
if not already registered, so we may prepare enough mate-
rials for the first week of sessions in September. 

The First meetings of parents and students and schedule 
will be posted in the bulletin by August 15, and on the 
website, and Facebook. If your family schedule planning 
needs sooner, or any information please call 508-987-
2382, I will try to answer any scheduling questions. 

Peace, T 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
http://www.strochoxford.com
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Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Sun  3-4 am,  
Mon 10-11 pm, Tues 10-11 am, Wed 3-4 

pm, Thurs 10-11 am,  
11-12 pm, 11-12 noon, 9-10 pm, Sat 3-4 pm. 
We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover an 
hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or for 
whatever reason they cannot make their hour with Jesus.      
Please consider being placed on our substitute call list. To 
register, please call Ken or Jane Sprague 508-943-8955, 

 

 

 

 Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Jane 
Lewicke, Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, 
Raymond Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, 

Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John 
Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, 
Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, 
John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Charlene White, Anita 
Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger St. George,  James Sumerlin, 
Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & 
Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey,  
Richard Fleming, Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric 
Lambert, Paul Murphy, James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, 
Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen 
Germain, Andy McDonald, Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, 
Barbara Quaiel, Shannon Bernard, Pamela Rossley, Alfred 
Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Diane Liljestrand, Gary  
Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, and Olga Brault. 

Oxford Community Theater Presents… 
Auditions 

When: Monday May 20th  and 
        Wednesday May 22nd 6-8 pm  
Where: St. Roch’s Church, 332 Main St. 
Oxford Ma (directly across the street from 
Oxford Public Library). We are located in the lower church.  
 

Need to Know: NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!!  Any-
one over the age of 5 is welcome! If given a part, rehearsals 
will begin the following Monday, May 27th and will be eve-
ry Monday and Wednesday from 6-8:30 pm (we understand 
school and sports are still in session and we are happy to 
work around peoples schedules if they cannot attend every 
rehearsal). The show will take place Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday August 9th-11th with 1 show each day. Tech week 
rehearsals will be August 5th-8th time TBD. Email Andrew 
Bennett at abennett82689@charter.net.  

 2019 Volleyball Season  

COACHES NEEDED!!!! 
 

Unfortunately, it cannot happen with-
out a coach or two coming forward to 
prepare the team and the field. Our 

coaching staff has truly loved the experience as had our 
teens, but we need new members to take on the leadership 
roles. 
Please call 508-987-2382 for  more info.  
The season will run from mid-June until August for the 
2019 Volleyball season. 
If you are a teen and want to play drop this by the office 
or in the basket at Mass or call or E-mail                
strochoxford@gmail.com.  

Name   
Age DOB   
Grade   

Phone   

E-Mail   

             Neglected Saints: Men and Women    
   We Can't Forget ! 

 

            Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 6:30pm 
             St. Ann's Church, North Oxford 

     Our Church is a diverse, multi-cultural communion of 

people from all over the world. We are a union of languages, 

cultures, and races, and everyone has a story to tell. Howev-

er, as Father Cyprian Davis wrote in his famed book, The 
History of Black Catholics in the United States, “[…] too 

often the presence of black Catholics through the centuries 

has been a muted one, a silent witness, an unspoken testimo-

ny.” It is my wish to bring these stories to life. As a part of 

my "History of Black Catholics in the Church" college 

course, I will be presenting “Neglected Saints: Men and 

Women We Can’t Forget.” This presentation will honor the 

African contribution to the Church by telling the stories of 

some of its incredible heroes of faith. By sharing the lives of 

four exceptional black saints, I want to celebrate these holy 

men and women and emphasize the importance of every 

voice, every story, being heard. 

Presented by: Jaclyn Green who recently graduated from 

Saint Joseph's College of Maine with a BA in Theology. 

Deacon Information Session 
 

A Deacon Information Session is being held 
for men between the ages of 30 and 60 who 
are interested in or considering a vocation as 
a Permanent Deacon.  This session will take 

place at the Father Smith Center of St. Anne’s Church, 
130 Boston Turnpike, Shrewsbury on Saturday, May 18 
from 10 am to Noon.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  No registration is required. 

Beautiful Handmade Olive Wood Items 
from the Holy Land will be on sale after  
Masses the weekend of June 1 & 2 at the 
front entrance of the church.  
The display will include such items as nativi-
ty scenes, crucifixes, rosaries, last supper 
scenes and many other beautiful religious 

statues. These items are made and sold by the School of 
Joy in Bethlehem. Over one hundred Christian families 
make their livelihood through the selling of their hand 
carved olive wood religious articles.  

mailto:abennett82689@charter.net
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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