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Saturday, August 3, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Virginia St. Germain by Stanley and Ginny Sklarz
Sunday, August 4, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Henry Smolenski by wife Frances 
   11:00 AM  Frederick Reeks, Jr. by Barbara and John 
Monday, August 5, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Anne & John Walinsky by the Jalbert Family 
Tuesday, August 6, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, August 7, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Colin Gentile (living) by Paula Miner 
Thursday, August 8, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Elizabeth Rodier Mokrzecki by husband Stanley 
Friday, August 9, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Margaret & Howard Rushford by the family 
Saturday, August 10, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Irene Richardson by Janice & David Cahill
Sunday, August 11, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Ronald Clark (14th Anniversary) by wife Cindy 
   11:00 AM  Karol Malinowski by Tomasz Palkon 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, August 4                                                                                                             
Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23 
Col 3:1-5, 9-11 
Lk 12:13-21 
Monday, August 5 
Nm 11:4b-15 
Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday, August 6 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 
Lk 9:28b-36 
Wednesday, August 7 

Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday, August 8 
Nm 20:1-13 
Mt 16:13-23 
Friday, August 9 
Dt 4:32-40, Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday, August 10 
2 Cor 9:6-10 
Jn 12:24-26 
Sunday, August 11                                                                                                            
Wis 18:6-9 
Heb 11:1-2, 8-9 
Lk 12:32-48 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here on the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

    July 27 & 28 
 
 
 

 
 

   Offertory Envelopes (124)                       $3,784.00 
   Loose Money                                           412.00 
   Other sources of income                        542.00 
   Total                                                          4,738.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                               
   Result                                              -   1,097.00     

 
 

     There will be a second collection this 
     weekend August 3rd & 4th for Repairs  
     & Maintenance. We thank you for your  
     continued generosity. 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

 

 Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway, Al 
Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle  
Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, 
James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan 
Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy McDonald, 
Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela 
Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary  
Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, Olga Brault, and Faith Caron. 
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   A commentary on Luke 12:13-21  
         

Many who hear this parable may wonder: “Why is the rich farmer called a fool?” 
 

One could easily argue that the rich man is a wise and responsible person. He has a thriving farming business. His land has pro-
duced so abundantly that he does not have enough storage space in his barns. So he plans to pull down his barns and build bigger 
ones to store all his grain and goods. Then he will have ample savings set aside for the future and will be all set to enjoy his golden 
years. 

Isn’t this what we are encouraged to strive for? Isn’t it wise and responsible to save for the future? The rich farmer would probably 
be a good financial advisor. He seems to have things figured out. He has worked hard and saved wisely. Now he can sit back, relax, 
and enjoy the fruits of his labor, right? 

Not exactly. There is one very important thing the rich man has not planned for -- his reckoning with God. But God said to him, 
“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” (Luke 
12:20) 

Saving for the Future—The rich farmer is a fool not because he is wealthy or because he saves for the future, but because he ap-
pears to live only for himself, and because he believes that he can secure his life with his abundant possessions. 

When the rich man talks in this parable, he talks only to himself, and the only person he refers to is himself: “What should I do, 
for I have no place to store my crops?” “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be mer-
ry’” (12:17-19). 

The rich man’s land has produced abundantly, yet he expresses no sense of gratitude to God or to the workers who have helped him 
plant and harvest this bumper crop. He has more grain and goods in storage than he could ever hope to use, yet seems to have no 
thought of sharing it with others, and no thought of what God might require of him. He is blind to the fact that his life is not his own 
to secure, that his life belongs to God, and that God can demand it back at any time. 

The rich man learns the hard way what the writer of Ecclesiastes realized -- quite simply, that you can’t take it with you. All that we 
work so hard for in life will end up in someone else’s hands, and as Ecclesiastes puts it, “Who knows whether they will be wise or 
foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity” (2:19). 

Future Security—Vanity. Emptiness. A preacher would do well to name this feeling that washes over all of us who are enticed by 
materialism. Our reality is that no matter how much we have, we are always aware of things we don’t have. We are bombarded by 
marketing wizards whose job it is to convince us of all the products we need to complete our lives. And so we never quite feel that 
we have enough. 

Like the rich farmer, we are tempted to think that having large amounts of money and possessions stored up will make us secure. 
Sooner or later, however, we learn that no amount of wealth or property can secure our lives. No amount of wealth can protect us 
from a genetically inherited disease, for instance, or from a tragic accident. No amount of wealth can keep our relationships healthy 
and our families from falling apart. In fact, wealth and property can easily drive a wedge between family members, as in the case of 
the brothers fighting over their inheritance at the beginning of this text. 

Most importantly, no amount of wealth can secure our lives with God. In fact, Jesus repeatedly warns that wealth can get in the way 
of our relationship with God. “Take care!” he says. “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of possessions” (12:15). 

It is not that God doesn’t want us to save for retirement or future needs. It is not that God doesn’t want us to “eat, drink, and be 
merry” and enjoy what God has given us. We know from the Gospels that Jesus spent time eating and drinking with people and 
enjoying life. But he was also clear about where his true security lay. 

It is all about priorities. It is about who is truly God in our  lives. It is about how we invest our  lives and the gifts that God 
has given us. It is about how our lives are fundamentally aligned: toward ourselves and our passing desires, or toward God and our 
neighbor, toward God’s mission to bless and redeem the world. 

A seasoned pastor once said, “I have heard many different regrets expressed by people nearing the end of life, but there is one re-
gret I have never heard expressed. I have never heard anyone say, ‘I wish I hadn’t given so much away. I wish I had kept more for 
myself.’” Death has a way of clarifying what really matters. 

Our lives and possessions are not our own. They belong to God. We are merely stewards of them for the time God has given us on 
this earth. We rebel against this truth because we want to be in charge of our lives and our stuff. 

Yet this truth is actually good news. Because all that we are and all that we have belongs to God, our future is secure beyond all 
measure. So Jesus tells us, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (12:32). 

by Elisabeth Johnson, Professor, Lutheran Institute of Theology, Meiganga, Cameroon  
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FLEA MARKET & VENDOR FAIR 
August 24 & 25 

Saturday & Sunday 8 am - 3 pm (Rain or Shine) 
 

St. Roch Lot on Main St. next to common 
 
 
 
 

Accepting flea market donations. 
Garage now open for drop off of donations 

Mon-Thurs 9-3 or after weekend Masses 
 

(PLEASE NO tires, clothing, electronics, TV’s,  
encyclopedias or mattresses.  

Call for acceptance of furniture - no upholstered furniture) 
 

***** 
Or RENT YOUR OWN SPACE: 

10’ x 20’ Spaces Available  
$25 for flea market or vendors (both days!) 

Call 508-987-8987 to reserve your  
space by 8/19/19.  

Forms available at entrances of the church. 
 
 

 
 

Help is needed for set up on Friday, August 23rd— 
 

Help is also needed on Saturday & Sunday during fair.  
Displaying, pricing, collecting money. No lifting.   

Any amount of time will be very much appreciated! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! 

 

 
 
 

October 25-28, 2019 
 

Please consider prayerfully participating in this wonderful 
experience, or in what way you will join the team to present 
the retreat to new retreatants.  
 

I sincerely wish to express my appreciation to our Light of 
the World retreatants. You continue to light our path. It’s 
time to step forward to shine even brighter… Evangelists, 
Shepherds, Ministers of Hospitality and Service are needed 
to help others to open their hearts to seek and know the  
Holy Spirit. Prayerful consideration of how you will join the 
Light of the World Retreat will strengthen our parish family 
in the mission and ministry of the whole Church. Giving, 
your time, effort, hard work, and prayers will be a great 
grace to us all.  —God is calling.  
 

Please call Father Roy at 508-987-8987 or Terry Ann 
Renaud at 508-987-2382, to register  for  the retreat, and 
for more information on how you will help bring the light to 
our whole parish family.  

Backpack & School Supply Drive 
 

Clients of the Oxford Ecumenical Food 
Shelf are offered new back packs filled 
with school supplies for their children at 
this time of year. Backpacks and school 
supplies can be put in with the food dona-
tions near the front door of the Church. 

Please put any check clearly identified for backpacks in 
an envelope and drop it in the collection basket, or bring 
it to the office. A representative from St. Roch to the 
Food Shelf then goes shopping with those donations for 
whatever else is needed. 
 

Please know that your generosity helps children from 
Oxford to be prepared for their first day of a new school 
year. It’s fun to see the big smiles from the children who 
accompany their parents to the Food Shelf to choose their  
backpack in August. The last day for collecting back 
packs is August 4th. Thanks so much. 

 

CRAZY QUILT RAFFLE 
Suggested donations 

1-$1 
10-$ 5 
20-$10 

Proceeds go to 
The 2019 Mary Kilinskas Scholarship 

Gifts 

 

Place this ticket, in envelope marked Crazy Quilt with the 
donation, in the weekly collection or drop off at the Par-
ish Center Office before August 25, 2019 just in time for 

Ticket for Crazy Quilt Raffle drawing August 25, 2019 
$ Amount 
enclosed 

  

Name   

e-mail   

phone   

(Copy as needed, copies available at the parish center Monday-Thursday) 
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Candidates for  
First Sacraments  

may register  
by calling 508-987-2382 

Or sending E-mail to 
strochoxford@gmail.com  

 

By August 15, 2019. 

 
 

 
 
Children & Adults are invited to pray and discern 
whether a ministry such as: 

Altar Server, Greeter, Hospitality Minister 
Reader or Lector 

or Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist  
is calling you.  

Talk to Fr. Roy or call the rectory to speak to Teri  
at 508-987-8987 for more details. 

 
 
 
 

Register Today! For More information  
Call 508-987-2382 (Phone messages are returned  

Monday noon -Thursday Noon) 
 

 

Aug     9-10 Play Damn Y ankees in Par ish Hall  
      15  1st Sacrament registrations (gr 2+) due 
           24-25 Yard Sale St Roch Field 
Aug    25        Teachers K-12 9:30-11 AM…                       
Teachers & aides are invited to come together in the parish center & 
parish hall to prepare for opening of the fall sessions. Parents are 
invited to help, with planning parent/student sessions 9:40-10:50 AM 
during the regular class time to help us all become more fully in-
volved in the ongoing faith formation of our families. 
Aug 30  Confirmation letters to the Pastor are due 
Sept  1  World Day of Prayer  
Sept 8 Grandparent’s Day Breakfast 8-11 AM 
Sept    15  Catechetical Sunday teacher recognition 15  
    Parent /  Student Session Gr K, 1, 3- 6  
Sept    22    Jr & Sr high students & parents Gr 7-12                                                                                                                                                   
            22   All confirmation candidates and sponsors.                                                                                                  
Sept    29  1st Sacrament Families (grade 2 or above)  
    Reconciliation & Eucharist    
                   Note: this is session #1 in sacrament preparation     
    process. 

Also… 
Sept  29  Religious Education/Faith Formation       
                             Opening Day classes begin 9:40-10:50AM 

        Parish Center 
Grades 1-4    First Floor  
Grades 6-12 Second floor  
        Parish Hall  
Grade 2 Sacrament families 

                                Grade 5  Stage  
Oct      6    Respect life Sunday  K-12/conf 
     13   No Classes Columbus Day Holiday  
Please note corrections* 
          20   *K-12/conf  
        25-28    *RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE CLOSED  
          27       *no classes retreat is using the center    
        25-28   *Light of the World retreat 
Nov    3         Daylight Savings  K-12/conf 
         10         No Classes- Veterans Day Holiday  
         17, 24   K-12/conf  
Dec    1         No classes- Thanksgiving Holiday  
     8, 15    K-12/conf 
          22, 29  No Classes vacation  
Jan   5,12    K-12/conf 
         19    No Classes MLK Holiday  
         26         K-12/conf 
Feb   2        Presentation of the Lord K-12/conf 
        9          K-12/conf  
         16, 23   School vacation no classes 
         26    Ash Wednesday 
Mar  1, 8 15, 22, 29  K-12/conf 
Apr   5     Passion Sunday  K-12/conf 
    12     Easter Sunday  no classes 
    19    Divine Mercy Sunday  
         19, 26    School vacation  no classes 
May  3           K-12 Last Day assessments/conf TBA 
    10    Mother’s Day  No Classes 
    17    First Eucharist  2 PM  
    21    Ascension of the Lord 
          31    Pentecost Sunday 
June  7          Most Holy Trinity 

 
Preparation for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation for teens and 
young adults is scheduled for 
fall. 
New High school Candidates 
for the sacrament of begin by 
writing a letter of request to 
the Pastor Father Roy, by 
August 30, 2019.   
If you have questions, please 
call 508-987-2382 for details.  

 

Hi, it is I, your friendly 
servant, LOL, Terry 
Ann Renaud, I am in 
the parish center, all 
alone.  
 

Our festival was a great  
success, but left a stain 
here on the house.  
 

I really want to CLEAN HOUSE, rooms, closets,  
ceiling, windows, rugs, the baseboard radiators, trash  
removal, even a little painting, but it needs more hands 
and feet to do the job. 
 

Even the parish hall storage 
could use  
organizing, a few hours from  
a few people is probably all is 
needed.  
 

So call 508-987-2382, little old 
me, and let’s make our house 
shine again. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen 
on Monday, August 5th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you! 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

"Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves 
but are not rich in what matters to God." Discover how 
much your marriage matters to God by attending a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are 
Sep 14-15, 2019 in Medway, MA and Oct 18-20, 2019 in 
Laconia, NH. For more information, call Stephen & 
Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/.  

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 9 

     

    #423  Michael Rodier 
    #268  Frances Smolenski 
    #139  Robert Constanzo 
    #189  Nancy Lefebvre 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Tues 10-11 am &    
1-2 pm, Wed 6-7 am, Thurs 11-12 noon &  

9-10 pm, Fri 2-3 am, Sat 3-4 pm & 4-5 pm. 
We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover an 
hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or for 
whatever reason they cannot make their hour with Jesus.      
Please consider being placed on our substitute call list. To 
register, please call Ken or Jane Sprague 508-943-8955, 

 

  KNITTING & CROCHETING CLUB 
 

Tuesdays from 7-9 PM -Parish Center 
Join us for knitting, crocheting, fellowship 
and laughter. Pick your own projects, gifts, 
or even donate items for our church fairs or 

baby hats for St. Vincent Hospital. The choice is yours.  
If you need help getting started we are here for you! 
From beginners to experienced—All are welcome!  

Fundraising efforts continue for the Outdoor Stations of 
the Cross that are being planned for  our  church prop-
erty. Ben Colebourn, one of our parishioners and an altar 
server, has prayerfully decided to do this as his Eagle 
Scout project. We are excited at the thought of having 
these outdoor stations which generations of adults and 

, and meditate on the sacrifice Jesus made for our 
salvation. 
 

Please consider supporting his efforts. Contributions 
may be mailed to St. Roch Parish, c/o Outdoor  
Stations, 334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540. Also,  
envelopes may be found at the entrances of the church 
and put in any collection basket. Thank you! 

 

Do you love to cook? Are you ob-
sessed with new recipes, or just like to 

browse through cookbooks? 
 

Call me 508-987-2382,  
I have a project and you may be able 
to have some fun with me while we  
 create the St. Roch Cookbook. 

    Consider Making a Cursillo 

Cursillo or "short course in Christianity" 
is an uplifting and educational experi-
ence.  The weekend is facilitated by a 
team of laypeople and clergy who deliv-
er organized talks and discussions.   

Our 2019 dates are as follows:                                         

     Men - October 10-13   Women -  November 14-17   

All weekends will be held at the Immaculate Conception 
Spiritual Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. For additional 
information, please contact Sue Leighton at 508-278-
3155 or sleighton1958@gmail.com. 

 

 Now that summer is in full swing, please 
     set aside your Used Books for the giant book    
     sale at the Harvest Fair on November 9th.   
     Drop off dates will be posted in a future  
     bulletin. Thank you!! 

St. Andrew Bobola Polish Festival 
 

Friday and Saturday, Aug. 23 and 
24 on the church grounds at 54 West 
Main St, Dudley. There will be 
Polish and American food, grand 
prize money raffle, gift basket  
raffles, hourly 50/50 money raffles, 
games of chance, pastry booth, quilt 

raffle, and kids games!  Festivities start Friday at 4:30 
pm. with music for dancing provided by Maestro’s Men,  
starting at 5:30 p.m. Saturday's festivities begin at 1 
p.m.  An outdoor Mass will be held at 4 p.m., followed  
by entertainment and dancing to The Eddie Foreman  
Orchestra. Polish food (made by parishioners) includes 
cheese pierogi, cabbage pierogi, kielbasa, kapusta,  
golabki, and a Polish platter; there will also be hot dogs, 
hamburgers, cheeseburgers and French fries.  Frozen  
pierogis, by the half or dozen, will also be available for 
take out.    

https://wwmema.org/
https://wwmema.org/
mailto:sleighton1958@gmail.com
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