
 

 

St. Roch Parish 
Sister Parish — St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 

 
 

  From the saints I must take the substance, not the accidents, of their virtues. I am  

  not St. Aloysius, nor must I seek holiness in his particular way, but according to the    

  requirements of my own nature, my own character, and the different conditions of  

  my life. I must not be the dry, bloodless reproduction of a model, however perfect.  

  God desires us to follow the examples of the saints by absorbing the vital sap of  

  their virtues and turning it into our own life-blood, adapting it to our own individual  

  capacities and particular circumstances. If St. Aloysius had been as I am, he would  

  have become holy in a different way. 
 

—Pope John XXIII, Journal of a Soul   
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Saturday, August 24, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Patricia Carbonneau by the family
Sunday, August 25, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Otto Weber & Ursula Beeli by Heidi Weber 
   11:00 AM  Alice, Henry and Bob Fredette by the family 
Monday, August 26, 2019 
     8:30 AM  The People of St. Roch 
Tuesday, August 27, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019   
     8:30 AM  No Mass—Fr. Roy celebrating Mass at St. Paul Cathedral 
Thursday, August 29, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Frederick Reeks, Jr. by Barbara & John 
Friday, August 30, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Joseph Mahoney by daughter Barbara Quaiel 
Saturday, August 31, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Betty Keane by Bob & Patty Bombard
Sunday, September 1, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Michelina Smolenski by daughter 
   11:00 AM  James W. Powers by the family 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, August 25                                                                                                            
Is 66:18-21 
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13 
Lk 13:22-30 
Monday, August 26 
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10 
Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday, August 27 
1 Thes 2:1-8 
Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday, August 28 
1 Thes 2:9-13 
Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday, August 29 
1 Thes 3:7-13 
Mt 6:17-29 
Friday, August 30 
1 Thes 4:1-8 
Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday, August 31 
1 Thes 4:9-11 
Mt 25:14-30 
Sunday, September 1                                                                                                          
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 
Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a 
Lk 14:1, 7-14 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here on the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

August 17 & 18 

 
 
 
 
 

   Offertory Envelopes (131)                       $3,577.00 
   Loose Money                                           352.00 
   Other sources of income                     1,573.00 
   Total                                                          5,502.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                               
   Result                                              -      333.00     

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 
Monday, September 9th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you! 

The Catholic Church in Worcester 
County is on the move.  Every day we 
do our best to live out the mission 
Jesus Christ left for us; “go out and 
make disciples” while caring for those 

most in need in our society and in our communities.  The 
Legacy of Hope campaign addressing parish needs, caring 
for our retired priests, providing financial help to families 
with children in our catholic schools, providing direct fund-
ing to our parishes and communities to help with evangeli-
zation and social outreach programs, and renovating our 
cathedral has recently begun. 
  

A major portion of this campaign will directly benefit our 
own parish.  Legacy of Hope will be one of our main focus-
es as a parish family this coming fall.  However, the poten-
tial positive impact of Legacy of Hope will be felt in our 
parish and in Worcester County for years to come. To learn 
more or watch the campaign video, please visit:  
legacyofhope.worcesterdiocese.org 

http://legacyofhope.worcesterdiocese.org/
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My Dear Parishioners, 

 

 

  Children of the Light, that is what each of us was called on the day of our Baptism. The priest or deacon lit a 
candle from the flame atop the great Easter Candle and passed that flaming candle on with this admonition: “Today 
you have been enlightened by Christ and you are to walk always as a Child of the Light. Keep the flame of faith alive 
and ever burning brightly in your heart so that when the Lord comes to call you, you will go with Him and enter into 
everlasting life.” 

  The opening prayer of today’s Mass, the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, “O God, amid the uncertainties of this 
world, may our hearts be fixed on that place where true gladness is found.” So it seems to me that from the day of our 
entrance into the Church right up to this minute the one constant truth that is continually placed before us is that our 
life has a destination; we are all pilgrims passing through this place. Jesus came for serious business. He wants all to 
be saved and none lost. Consider the strong, sober words of today’s Gospel that changes us to strive to enter through 
the narrow door. Anybody who offers you an easy, carefree path to heaven is not to be trusted.  

  The call to live a holy life is the one constant, it is the North Star. That is the one star that remains constant so 
that navigators are able to use it to determine the direction they want to move in. Holiness is for everyone, no excep-
tions.  

  Holiness is compatible with every state in life. Married people are called to live holy lives just as much as 
monks and nuns. Sexual intimacy is a profound gift from God and an instrument of holiness. The riches of this world 
have value only in as much as they help us fulfill our essential purpose. If we own them, they can be powerful tools 
that help us live holy lives. If they own us, they will prevent us from becoming truly holy people. 

  Holiness is as simple as knowing when to say yes and when to say no. Letting our decisions be guided by the 
Holy Spirit, surrendering to the will of God. It is grasping each moment and making it all it can be. 

  In the Catechism of the Catholic Church we are reminded that “the way of perfection passes by the way of the 
Cross. There is no holiness without renunciation and spiritual battle.”  I think that this is what we are reminded by the 
Gospel we hear this Sunday. Let us not be discouraged or feel overwhelmed. God never gives up on us. 

  Begin again, never tire of new beginnings. Shed no tear on the blotted page of the past. Turn a new leaf and 
smile. Smile at the clean white virgin page before you. Begin again, never tire of new beginnings. 

      

    

 Let us continue to love one another,  

Fr. Roy 

The Readings for next Sunday, September 1, 2019 
 

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
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  THE ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF  
 

The Ecumenical Food Shelf needs food  
for this very long winter. Please consider drop-
ping off any non-perishable foods in the bins 
inside the church near the front doors.  Paper and 
plastic grocery bags are also needed. Thank you! 

Worcester Catholic Women’s Conference 
November 23, 2019 
Assumption College 

 
 

“The Eucharist: Source and Summit of Our Faith” 
 

Tickets sell fast! For more info go to 
www.worcestercatholicwomensconference.com 

or call Corinn Dahm at (508) 277-3969 

CEMETERY  
 

For information about purchasing burial lots at St. Roch    
    Cemetery or for a copy of the Rules and Regulations call 

Teri Rawson at (508) 987-8987 or drop by the rectory 
office Monday thru Thursday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Grandparent’s Day, Pancake Breakfast  
        September 8, 8-11 AM 
                $4.00 /person 
   Children & grandparents $3.00 
 
      Adults & youth work together  
                  at the breakfast. 
  Once More You Are Asked to Help… 
 

Buy or Donate:  
Breakfast Tickets for Family or A Friend (Just $4) 
Gift Cards (From BJ’s Or Market Basket)  
Syrup, Aunt Jemima’s Pancake Mix, Butter  
Breakfast Sausages, Eggs, Texas Toasting Bread,  
Milk, Juices, Plates, Napkins, Plastic Ware, Round  
Table Covers  
An hour of your time cooking or serving 

Thanks for your help, call 508-987-2382 to volunteer  to 
help or to order tickets in advance. 

FLEA MARKET & VENDOR FAIR 
August 24 & 25 

Saturday & Sunday 8 am - 3 pm (Rain or Shine) 
 

St. Roch Lot on Main St. next to common 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Light of the World Retreat Team will meet in the  
rectory on Thursday, August 29th at 7:15 PM.   
    

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the par ish 
center on Monday, September 9th at 6:00 PM. 
 

Cemetery Committee will meet in the rectory on  
Thursday, September 12th at 6:30 PM.      

 In ministry:  
at Mass; church dinners; breakfasts; com-
munity events; outreach to those in need; 
teaching children and adults; mentoring; 
youth ministry; making food for St. Vin-

cent de Paul Society’s American Chop Suey each month; 
upkeep of the facilities and more… Call 508-987-2382 
or 508-987-8987 to volunteer an hour or two a month. 

 

MARY KILINSKAS SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Mary Kilinskas was a dedicated parishioner of St. 
Roch Parish who took the stewardship of her church to 
heart. She and her husband supported all efforts of 
the parish in time, talents and treasures. From 
flowers in the sanctuary and grounds to fruits of the 
harvest at Thanksgiving, this was easily seen.  
 

Not so visible was the forty plus years of teaching as a 
catechist in our religious education program. Hours 
of preparation and sincere love of Christ was quietly 
shared week after week with the youngest of our 
children, who are called to continue in her love of 
Jesus. These fruits may not be seen by the eye but 
are felt throughout our parish family. 
 

The recipients of the Mary Kilinskas Scholarship 
honor her, and our whole parish family by 
continuing their own commitment in religious 
education and sharing their faith with others. 
 

This year we award gifts in Mary’s name to: 
 

Jaclyn Landry, who while at Assumption College, 
shows outstanding leadership skill, as she supports 
efforts in service to the many projects at school. 
 

Thomas Lane, who each week, serves at the altar 
here at St. Roch, and at St. John High school in his 
many roles, also as a supporter of the March of 
Dimes striving for healthy moms and babies. 
 

Jason Bleau, who serves at the altar here at St. 
Roch, and at St. Peter Marian where he is an 
outstanding example of poise and commitment to 
sharing his values both on and off the hockey rink. 
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There is real interest in children’s and teens 
music ministry. You and your child can join 
just Terry Ann Renaud at 508-987-2382. 
Our leader Laine Hanlon and a 
mom who is professional music 

teacher will help adults, teens and children 
bring forth the sound of music and song to 
family faith formation and special Masses.  

If you are willing to share your faith 
with others please call 508-987-2382 
or E-Mail strochoxford@gmail.com  
to set up an appointment so we can 
consider how you can do that with 

children, teens, and adults. Leaders are trained and given 
all materials needed to facilitate spiritual 
growth at every level, from preschool age 
children to adolescents, or for adult enrich-
ment and faith formation. You are needed at 
whatever level you feel called, because you 
have gifts to share.  

 

LAST Call  to register in Fall/Spring sessions for  
grades k-12 and sacramental programs!  Letters went out 
this week verifying records please respond today so sup-
plies will be ready to start sessions.  
 

Despite increased material costs, registration fees re-
main $85 per student & $110 per family of 2 or more. 
Fees for Sacramental Preparation or Retreats are dis-
cussed at the first parent meeting and at sacrament meet-
ings (1st Eucharist, 1st Reconciliation & Confirmation.) 
Parents may provide snacks for sessions. Scholarship 
money is accepted for retreats. 
 

Our fiscal year closes August 31, 2019. Fees not yet 
paid from 2018-19 will help balance the books. No stu-
dent is ever refused due to financial hardship. Please reg-
ister and send fees, as you are able.  
 

PLEASE NOTE: it is required all children grades 1-12 
take part in some form of religious study.  
If you have a child or children between the ages of 5 
and 18, please notify the office where they are taking 
classes currently. Parochial school students registration is 
still required, but attending the parish program is only for 
sacramental preparation or elective courses. Call 508-987-
2382 or e-mail Terry Ann Renaud for  an online form 
strochoxford@gmail.com. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Aug    25       Teachers & aides K-12, 9:30-11 AM…    
   meet in parish center & parish hall & prepare for fall.   
 Note: Parents are invited to help during regular class  
   times to become fully involved in family faith formation. 
Aug    30   Confirmation letters to pastor due. 
Sept    1  World Day of Prayer  
Sept    8   Grandparent’s Day  - Breakfast 8-11 AM  
Sept  15   Catechetical Sunday 

Teacher Recognition  
Parent / Student Session Gr K, 1, 3- 6  

Sept  22  Jr & Sr High Gr 7-12 students, parents,  
     confirmation candidates & sponsors. 
Sept  29   1st Sacrament Families (gr 2 & up)       
                          Reconciliation & Eucharist session #1  

   ALL GRADES OPENING DAY      
9:40-10:50AM  

Parish Center  Grades 1-4 First Floor  
  Grades 6-12 Second floor  

Parish Hall    Grade 2 Sacrament families      
     Grade 5 Stage 

Please watch weekly bulletin or check website for the 
monthly schedule www.strochoxford.com  or 
Contact 508-987-2382 strochoxford@gmail.com  

Please Save the date for the next re-
treat…October 25-28, 2019; and 
please consider joining the team to 
present the retreat.   
 

Retreat Team planning session… August 29, 2019 at 
7:15 PM in the rectory. 
 

Evangelists, Shepherds, Ministers of Hospitality and 
Service are needed. Your  prayerful consideration to 
join in this labor of love with the Light of the World Re-
treat in October. Your  gifts and abilities will strength-
en our parish family. 
 

Please E-mail strochoxford@gmail.com or call Father 
Roy at 508-987-8987 or Terry Ann Renaud at 508-987
-2382, for more information on how you will help bring 
the light to our whole parish family. 

 

   Q.  Is the Light of the World Retreat  
         for me? 
  

   A.  Yes for EVERYONE! God has  
        something for you at the Light of  
        the World Retreat.  

Name                 

Phone                  

E-Mail                 

Do you love to cook? Are you obsessed with new  
recipes, or just like to browse through 
cookbooks? Call me 508-987-2382, I 
have a project you may be able to have 
some fun with me while we create the  
St. Roch Cookbook. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
http://www.strochoxford.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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Enjoy a Free Subscription to an incredible online gate-
way of the best Catholic content, all in one place—books, 
videos, movies, audios, etc.  It’s EASY and FREE to 
Register! A Gift of St. Roch Parish to Y ou!! 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith. 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 12 

     

    #361  Teri Rawson 
    #556  Susan Anderson 
    #494  Marlene Gondek 
    #468  Lisa Czechowski 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Tues 10-11 am &    
1-2 pm, Wed 6-7 am, Thurs 11-12 noon &  

9-10 pm, Fri 2-3 am, Sat 3-4 pm & 4-5 pm. 
We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover an 
hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or for 
whatever reason they cannot make their hour with Jesus.      
Please consider being placed on our substitute call list. To 
register, please call Ken or Jane Sprague 508-943-8955, 

 

Fundraising efforts continue for the Outdoor Stations of 
the Cross that are being planned for  our  church prop-
erty. Ben Colebourn, one of our parishioners and an altar 
server, has prayerfully decided to do this as his Eagle 
Scout project. We are excited at the thought of having 
these outdoor stations which generations of adults and 

, and meditate on the sacrifice Jesus made for our 
salvation. 
 

Please consider supporting his efforts. Contributions 
may be mailed to St. Roch Parish, c/o Outdoor  
Stations, 334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540. Also,  
envelopes may be found at the entrances of the church 
and put in any collection basket. Thank you! 

    Consider Making a Cursillo 

Cursillo or "short course in Christianity" 
is an uplifting and educational experi-
ence.  The weekend is facilitated by a 
team of laypeople and clergy who deliv-
er organized talks and discussions.   

Our 2019 dates are as follows:                                         

     Men - October 10-13   Women -  November 14-17   

All weekends will be held at the Immaculate Conception 
Spiritual Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. For additional 
information, please contact Sue Leighton at 508-278-
3155 or sleighton1958@gmail.com. 

 

 Now that summer is in full swing, please 
     set aside your Used Books for the giant book    
     sale at the Harvest Fair on November 9th.   
     Drop off dates will be posted in a future  
     bulletin. Thank you!! 

Supplying the Wine for Mass 
John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has been 
organizing donors willing to give $20 every  
couple of months to pay for the sacramental wine 
used during the Eucharistic celebration of the 

Mass. Anyone who would like to become a Vintner for 
the Lord please call the rectory at 508-987-8987.  

 

 

 Kathy Perry, Owen Benway, Al 
Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle  
Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, 
James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan 
Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy McDonald, 
Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela 
Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary  
Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, Olga Brault, and Faith Caron. 

Worcester Prison  
Ministries Benefit 

Join us for an evening of music 
with Genesis, Heartstrings, Josh 
Dougherty, and Shell Theory 
 on Saturday, Sept. 14 at 7 pm 
 at Curtis Performance Hall  

at Assumption College, 500 Salisbury Street, Worces-
ter. The Benefit Concert will help build "Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Chapel" at Worcester County House of  
Correction. To purchase tickets at $25.00 each visit our 
Facebook page: WorcesterPrisonMinistries  

Catholic Charities is seeking individuals interested in 
working with elderly and the disabled. Aides provide 
light housekeeping, laundry, shopping and personal care. 
Companions provide socialization, and light snacks. 
Aides ae need for the following areas, Southbridge, 
Fiskdale, Sturbridge, Charlton, Webster, Dudley, Oxford, 
Spencer and the Brookfields. Candidates must be reliable, 
compassionate, and have reliable transportation. Please 
call 1-800-649-4364. 

mailto:sleighton1958@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNbqjdW4kscCFYlUkgodS00GtA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.popsugar.com%2Ffood%2FNew-Wine-Bottle-Design-Includes-Built--Decanter-13092602&ei=j0TCVZbnEYmpyQTLmpmgCw&bvm=
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