
St. Roch Parish 
Sister Parish — St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 



2 

The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA       THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          September 8, 2019 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 7, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Carol Marie Anderson (living) 
Sunday, September 8, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Henry Smolenski (22nd Anniversary) by wife Frances 
   11:00 AM  Lucille LaPlante (11th Anniversary) by husband Joseph 
Monday, September 9, 2019 
     8:30 AM  Jeanne & Oliver Anctil by the Jalbert Family 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
     8:30 AM  No Mass 
Wednesday, September 11, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Bernard Wegierek by Tomasz Palkon 
Thursday, September 12, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Frederick Reeks, Jr. by sister Yvonne Nelson and family 
Friday, September 13, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Patricia Firmani by Carol Marie Anderson 
Saturday, September 14, 2019   
      4:00 PM  Walter Nawrocki (12th Anniversary) by wife Marie
Sunday, September 15, 2019   
     8:30 AM  Fr. Stephen Johnson by Fr. Roy 
   11:00 AM  Fr. Robert Kelley by Teri & Jeff Rawson 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, September 8                                                                                                          
Wis 9:13-18b 
Phlm 9-10, 12-17 
Lk 14:25-33 
Monday, September 9 
Col 1:24-2:3 
Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday, September 10 
Col 2:6-15 
Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday, September 11 
Col 3:1-11 
Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday, September 12 
Col 3:12-17 
Lk 6:27-38 
Friday, September 13 
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14 
Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday, September 14 
Nm 21:4b-9 
Phil 2:6-11, Jn 3:13-17 
Sunday, September 15                                                                                                         
Ex 32:7-11, 13-14 
1 Tm 1:12-17 
Lk 15:1-32 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here on the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

Aug 31 & Sept 1 

 
 
 
 
 

   Offertory Envelopes (136)                       $3,358.00 
   Loose Money                                           313.00 
   Other sources of income                        405.00 
   Total                                                          4,076.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                               
   Result                                            -      1,759.00     

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

God our Father, you are the source of all goodness and of 
every blessing. We give you thanks and praise for the gift of 
our Catholic faith that is deeply rooted in your abundant 
love for us.  
 

We ask your blessing upon our efforts to help secure the 
future of the Church in the Diocese of Worcester. May your 
people respond with faith and generosity to our Legacy of 
Hope Capital Campaign and may the sacrifices we make 
together today bear fruit in lives of faith, hope and love for 
generations to come.  
 

We ask all this through Christ our Lord. Amen!  

We graciously ask all parishioners to 
participate by praying with us for the 
success of this campaign, so that the 
needs of our parish and those of the 
diocese will be heard:  

 

     There will be a second collection this 
     weekend September 7th & 8th for Repairs  
     & Maintenance. We thank you for your  
     continued generosity. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 

 

     If you heard me preach last Sunday then you know that I have a grave concern about the lack of faith on the part of 
so many Catholics concerning the Holy Eucharist.  The results of the Pew survey are shocking.  The true Catholic na-
ture of our church is at stake here, meaning catholic means universal, something that we all share and believe.  This is 
a wake up call when 80% of Catholics under 40 do not believe that the Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of Jesus.  
This is not a minor teaching but has been fundamentally believed and taught from the beginning.  I as the father of this 
parish family have a deep responsibility to pass on the faith, and so too does the mothers and fathers of individual fam-
ilies. 

 

     Our faith is more than striving for social justice by caring for the poor, defending the rights of the persecuted and 
minorities, etc.  Our faith is rooted in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and no where is that more evident than 
in a reverent reception of Holy Communion.  Certainly one of the greatest agents for the care of the poor in the history 
of the American Catholic Church was Dorothy Day who would spend hours every day kneeling in prayer before the 
tabernacle worshipping Jesus.  She said “When I am able to recognize Jesus present in the disguise of the Holy Eucha-
rist then I am able to recognize His presence disguised in the poor”. 

 

     Some would say that we have arrived at this sorry state when we have slowly lost a sense of the sacred and holy.  
Remember when it was a common practice to genuflect in the isle facing the tabernacle before you went into your 
pew.  I remember that this was such an ingrained habit for my father that one time at the movie theatre I saw him gen-
uflect before he went in the aisle for his seat.  But really such a pious practice is a way that our body reinforces our 
faith.  Keeping a reverential silence while in church especially while we are preparing for Mass can also enhance our 
awareness that we are in the presence of the Holy One.  Bowing toward the tabernacle witnesses to our awareness that 
we believe Jesus is there.  

 

     On a more sobering level something else I need to address with you.  There may be some who are receiving Holy 
Communion unworthily.  By that I mean they are aware that they are in serious even mortal sin and are in need of con-
fession.  To be receiving Communion in this way may be doing spiritual damage to their soul.  This is a topic that I 
want to reflect on and pray about and will return to in another letter and in preaching. 

 

     Like I said last week in my homily the numbers of Catholics who think that Holy Communion is only a symbol 
may well be equal to the significant numbers who have stopped coming to church.  They do not say Amen each week 
when the Eucharist is held up before them.  

 

   The Amen is a most significant statement.  It is the same as saying, YES, I DO BELIEVE.  I AFFIRM THE FACT 
THAT WHAT YOU HAVE JUST SAID IS TRUE.  THIS IS THE BODY OF CHRIST. 

 

                                                                        Let us continue to love one another,            

                                                                                            Fr. Roy 

 

      

The Readings for next Sunday, September 15, 2019 
 

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Luke 15:1-32 
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Please Save the date for the next 
retreat…October 25-28, 2019; and 
please consider joining the team to 
present the retreat.   
 
Watch future bulletins for the next 

Retreat Team planning session…  
 

Evangelists, Shepherds, Ministers of Hospitality and 
Service are needed. Your  prayerful consideration to 
join in this labor of love with the Light of the World Re-
treat in October. Your  gifts and abilities will strength-
en our parish family. 
 

Please E-mail strochoxford@gmail.com or call Father 
Roy at 508-987-8987 or Terry Ann Renaud at 508-987
-2382, for more information on how you will help bring 
the light to our whole parish family. 

 

   Q.  Is the Light of the World Retreat  
         for me? 
  

   A.  Yes for EVERYONE! God has  
        something for you at the Light of  
        the World Retreat.  

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 
Monday, September 9th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you! 
Name                 

Phone                  

E-Mail                 

 
 
 
 
 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the par ish 
center on Monday, September 9th at 6:00 PM. 
 

Cemetery Committee will meet in the rectory on  
Thursday, September 12th at 6:30 PM.      

In Ministry:  
at Mass; church dinners; breakfasts; com-
munity events; outreach to those in need; 
teaching children and adults; mentoring; 
youth ministry; making food for St. Vin-

cent de Paul Society’s American Chop Suey each month; 
upkeep of the facilities and more… Call 508-987-2382 
or 508-987-8987 to volunteer an hour or two a month. 

 

    Now that summer has come to a close, please 
     set aside your Used Books for the giant book    
     sale at the Harvest Fair on November 9th.   
     Drop off dates will be posted in a future  
     bulletin. Thank you!! 

 

 

 Kathy Perry, Owen Benway, Al 
Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Olga Brault, 
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul  
Murphy, James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, 
Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy 
McDonald, Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, 
Pamela Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary  
Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, Cathy Bishop, and Faith Caron. 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 14 

     

    #557  Brian Bergeron   
    #255  Jeannette Allard   
    #138  Bob St. George   
    #415  Bryan Givner 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 

334 CLUB DINNER 

OCTOBER 19, 2019 

 

SERRA CLUB CHICKEN POT PIE DINNER 

NOVEMBER 2, 2019 

 

HARVEST FAIR 

NOVEMBER 9, 2019 

Divorced/Separated Catholic Support Group 
A Divorced/Separated Catholic Support Group meets 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month from 7 – 9 
pm at St Joseph Church, Knights of Columbus Room,  
10 H Putnam Rd., Charlton.  For more information  
please contact:  Karen Lennox at (508) 373-2067   
or Sue Gustafson at (508) 934-6153. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
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September 15 
 

The Church in 2019 celebrates Catechetical Sunday with 
the theme "Stay with Us". Those who the Community has 
designated to serve as catechists are called forth to be 
commissioned for ministry. It is a wonder-
ful opportunity to reflect on the role that 
each of us plays, by virtue of Baptism, in 
handing on the faith and being a witness 
to the Gospel, and for us to rededicate our-
selves to this mission as a community of 
faith. 
 

St Roch celebrates with teacher recognition at Masses: 
Grades K-1 Paul & Eleanor Friend; Grade 2 & First 
Sacraments Kerry Connolly & Emmy Monticelli; 
Grade 3 Lynn Soucy & Olga Brault; Grade 4 Hannah 
Caswell; Grade 5 Kim Romanelli; Grade 6 Lynne Jal-
bert; Grades 7 & 8 Marty Stolz; Grade 9-12 & Con-
firmation for teens and RCIA for adults Ed & Terry 
Ann Renaud, Allison Lane, Kathleen Schoemer, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Father Roy and Deacon Paul Connolly. 
Please remember to thank them for their commitment to 
help others follow Christ. 
 

9:30 AM   The coffee will be on in the hall 
9:40 AM  The Parent & Student Session begins 

in hall for Grades K, 1, 3, 4, 5, 6  
10:00 AM Teachers take children to classrooms af-

ter the opening with the adults. 

  

We are ready to begin! Please register now, send fees, as 
you are able. Despite higher material costs, registration 
fees remain $85 per student & $110 per family of 2 or 
more. Fees for  Sacramental Preparation or  Retreats 
are discussed at the first parent meeting and at sacrament 
meetings. Scholarship money is accepted for retreats. No 
student is ever refused due to financial hardship. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: it is required all children grades  
1-12 take part in some form of religious study. Parents of 
children between the ages of 5 and 18, please notify the 
office where they are enrolled. Parochial school student’s 
registration is required. Students attend the parish pro-
gram for sacramental preparation or electives. 
 
Call 508-987- 2382 or e-mail Terry Ann Renaud for 
an online form strochoxford@gmail.com.  

 

 Do you love to cook? Are you ob-
sessed with new recipes, or just like 

to browse through cookbooks? 
 

Call me 508-987-2382, I have a pro-
ject and you may be able to have 
some fun with me while we create the  
St. Roch Cookbook. 

Here we have a good back to school recipe… 

For a Good Day 

Take 2 parts of unselfishness 
Add 1 part of patience 

Work together. 
Add plenty of industry. 

Lighten with good spirits 
Sweeten with kindness. 

Put in smiles as thick as raisins in plum pudding, 
Bake by the warmth, from a loving heart. 

If this fails to make a good day, 
the fault is not with the recipe but with the cook. 

Do you have a recipe to share send it to  
strochoxford@gmail.com  

FAITH FORMATION seeks to help us 
grow in relationship with God for the 
whole of life; to live as disciples of Jesus at 
home, work, in community, and the world; 

to develop understanding of Scriptures and our faith tra-
dition; to deepen spiritual life and practices; to engage in 
service and mission; participate in the life and ministries 
of our faith community. 

 
September   22 

 

9:30 AM   The coffee will be on in the hall 
9:40 AM  The Parent & Student Session begins 

in hall for Grades 7-12;  
 Junior & Senior high students & par-

ents Gr 7-12 & all confirmation candi-
dates & sponsors in the hall  

 
September   29 

Religious Education/Faith Formation Opening Day 
 

9:30 AM   The coffee will be on in the hall 
9:40 AM  The Parent & Student Session for all 

1st Sacrament Families (Reconciliation 
& Eucharist) Gr 2 or above in the hall 

10:00 AM Teachers & students Session 1- Rm 3  
Also we welcome all grades back to class 

9:40 - 10:50AM lesson 1 for grade 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
 

 * See rooms below          
 *In the PARISH CENTER 
   First Floor Grades 1-4    
   Second floor Grades 6-12  
 *In the PARISH HALL  
   Grade 2  Sacrament families start in hall 

     (futures classes are in room 3 parish center) 
  Grade 5  on the Stage in the hall     

6:45 – 8:15 PM Confirmation parents & sponsor only 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com


6 

The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA       THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          September 8, 2019 

 

 

    Consider Making a Cursillo 

Cursillo or "short course in Christianity" 
is an uplifting and educational experi-
ence.  The weekend is facilitated by a 
team of laypeople and clergy who deliv-
er organized talks and discussions.   

Our 2019 dates are as follows:                                         

     Men - October 10-13   Women -  November 14-17   

All weekends will be held at the Immaculate Conception 
Spiritual Renewal Center in Putnam, CT. For additional 
information, please contact Sue Leighton at 508-278-
3155 or sleighton1958@gmail.com. 

Worcester Prison  
Ministries Benefit 

Join us for an evening of music 
with Genesis, Heartstrings, Josh 
Dougherty, and Shell Theory 
 on Saturday, Sept. 14 at 7 pm 
 at Curtis Performance Hall  

at Assumption College, 500 Salisbury Street, Worces-
ter. The Benefit Concert will help build "Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Chapel" at Worcester County House of  
Correction. To purchase tickets at $25.00 each visit our 
Facebook page: WorcesterPrisonMinistries  

CEMETERY  
 

For information about purchasing burial lots at St. Roch    
    Cemetery or for a copy of the Rules and Regulations call 

Teri Rawson at (508) 987-8987 or drop by the rectory 
office Monday thru Thursday. 

1. Be productive with a homework station. Pencils, 
papers, folders, Oh my! Stock a center with supplies.   

2. Avoid getting fed up by creating snack stations. 
Bag grapes, carrots and other perishable snacks and toss 
’em in the fridge, along with cheese sticks, yogurts and 
premade PB&Js. A pantry shelf can hold single serving 
bags of pretzels, juice boxes and cookies.   

3. Outfit your family for success. Organize school 
clothes for the entire week on Sunday night! With each 
day’s pre-select outfit, your mini fashionistas can dress in 
the morning without rooting through drawers and laundry 
baskets to find a favorite pair of jeans or hoodie. 

4. Check out a new system for organizing books. Back 
to school means numerous trips to the library, often 
checked out books get lost with your own. Try labeling 
a library book basket where kids place borrowed ones. 
When it is time to return books, no searching the house. 

5. Leave car clutter in your rear view. After  school; 
tossed jackets and backpacks land on the floor of the car. 
Stop tripping over everything by creating hangers out 
of suction cup hooks!   

6. Make mornings less hectic. DIY cereal sta-
tions make breakfast easy, no more catch-as-catch-can 
meals. Prefill containers with favorite cereal, fill a jug 
with milk, and keep spoons accessible. Voila! Breakfast 
is served. 

7. Picture more organized art displays. Love showing 
off art or tests? The clutter from all the treasures is anoth-
er story. Keep art organized with magnetic refrigerator 
frames that look elegant, and you’ll feel like an artist, 
too. 

8. Sample a new kind of schedule. Creating a paint 
sample calendar makes it fun to keep the family’s 
school, sports and activities straight! 

9. Straighten out a common laundry problem. Drown-
ing in laundry? Who isn’t? Try this simple trick: keep 
kids’ clothes folded in drawers in the laundry 
room instead of their bedrooms! When kids pick out their 
outfits, they make the trips to the laundry room instead of 
you hauling loads back and forth. 

10. Accessorize for success. Help kids remember  
things like permission slips, checking the lost and found, 
and asking the teacher about extra credit with DIY re-
minder bracelets. When the task is completed, the paper 
bracelet can be discarded. So simple, so smart! 

11. Finally and most importantly PRAY! 

Happy back to school!  

mailto:sleighton1958@gmail.com
https://www.disneybaby.com/blog/mom-hacks-10-tricks-for-easier-parenting/
https://www.parenting.com/gallery/best-backpacks-for-kids
https://www.ourmindfullife.com/mom-hacks-mondays-suction-cup-hook-in-the-auto/
https://loveandmarriageblog.com/easy-kids-diy-breakfast-station/
https://loveandmarriageblog.com/easy-kids-diy-breakfast-station/
https://www.parenting.com/gallery/on-the-go-breakfast-recipes
https://loveandmarriageblog.com/easy-kids-diy-breakfast-station/
https://www.parenting.com/child/education/fun-end-school-year-traditions?page=1
https://www.positivelysplendid.com/2012/03/magnetic-refrigerator-art-frames.html
https://chicisms.com/crafty-chic-paint-sample-calendar/
https://chicisms.com/crafty-chic-paint-sample-calendar/
https://www.doublethebatch.com/one-amazing-trick-lighten-laundry-load/#_a5y_p=3573127
https://www.doublethebatch.com/one-amazing-trick-lighten-laundry-load/#_a5y_p=3573127
https://www.mamamiss.com/2014/09/09/reminder-bracelets/
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