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Saturday, February 8, 2020 
      4:00 PM  Elizabeth Stevens (1st Anniversary) by the family
Sunday, February 9, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Esther Lavoie by the family 
   11:00 AM  Fr. Donald Gauthier by a friend
Monday,  February 10, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Catherine H. Mills by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 
     8:30 PM  No Mass 
Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Jeannette Allard by Arlene & Dick Gionet 
Thursday, February 13, 2020   
     8:30 AM  The People of St. Roch 
Friday, February 14, 2020 
     8:30 AM  All Those Buried at St. Roch Cemetery 
Saturday, February 15, 2020 
      4:00 PM  Evelyn, James & Russell Christian by Mary & Ellen Ann Christian
Sunday, February 16, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Bernice & David Christian by her sister 
   11:00 AM  Betty Gadoury by Fr. Roy

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, February 9 
Is 58:7-10, 1 Cor 2:1-5 
Mt 5:13-16 
Monday, February 10 
1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13 
Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday, February 11 
1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30 
Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday, February 12 
1 Kgs 10:1-10, Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday, February 13 
1 Kgs 11:4-13 
Mk 7:24-30 
Friday, February 14 
1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19 
Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday, February 15 
1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34 
Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday, February 16 
Sir 15:15-20, 1 Cor 2:6-10 
Mt 5:17-37 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here on the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 
 

 February 1 & 2 

 
 
 
 

   Offertory Envelopes (149)                       $5,402.00 
   Loose Money                                           330.00 
   Other sources of income                     1,049.00 
   Total                                                          6,781.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,835.00                           
   Result                       Thank you!             +      946.00    

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 There will be a second collection this 
 weekend February 8 & 9 for Fuel.  
 We again thank you for your generosity. 

Your Support is Needed in Puerto Rico 
As you are aware, the earthquakes which have hit Puerto 
Rico have had a devastating effect on an island which has 
not fully recovered from one of the most violent hurri-
canes on record. 
Bishop McManus has asked the parishes in our diocese to 
take up a collection which will be coordinated with Cath-
olic Charites USA in getting aid directly to the most im-
pacted areas. 
St. Roch’s will hold this collection on February 15 & 16. 
Please keep the people in Puerto Rico in prayer that the 
Holy Spirit may bring them comfort. Thank you for your 
assistance.  

 

Renew or begin your 
subscription today! A 

full year subscription is only $39! When you subscribe 
you are not only receiving a quality weekly newspaper 
you are also supporting St. Roch Parish. Your envelope 
may be placed in any collection basket. Extra envelopes 
are available at the entrances of the church.  
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    My Dear Parishioners, 
 
   Here is an excerpt from the book Without a Doubt, Bringing Faith to Life by Bishop Thomas J. Tobin that I felt  
was worth sharing with you. Have a blessed week! 
   

Let us continue to love one another, 
     Fr. Roy      

 
 

 
Sunday Mass: What People Want 
 
  During vacation last summer I followed my normal practice of attending Sunday Mass as a “private citizen,” that is,    
in secular attire, with the congregation, in the pews. Even though I truly cherish the privilege of leading the liturgy as I do  
almost every Sunday it is also refreshing once in awhile to be on the other side of the altar. Doing so allows me some benefi-
cial lessons to be had from sitting in the pews. Doing so created a broader perspective for me and a renewed appreciation for 
the truly “faithful” who come to Mass Sunday after Sunday. It gave me the opportunity to reflect on the nature of the Church 
and the function of the liturgy. 

  As I sat in the Florida church that warm, summer evening; I was edified by the large number of people who took time 
out of their vacation to attend Mass. While a few were obviously local residents, it was apparent that most of the people in 
church were visitors from other parts of the country, even other nations. In the congregation were young couples (I imagined 
them to be on their honeymoon), families with restless kids and sullen teenagers, college students participating silently, senior 
citizens, and folks with disabilities for whom it was a real personal sacrifice to attend Mass. But the there they were! 

  Reflecting on the assembly I asked myself, “Why do these people come to Mass Sunday after Sunday? What are they 
looking for? What do they want? What do they need? 

  I believe, first of all, that people want to belong to a Church community, to be with and pray with other people who 
share their faith, their moral values, their liturgical practice. They want spiritual companions who will break bread with them 
and accompany them on their life’s journey.  

  Second, it seems to me that people come to Mass on Sunday because they long to hear the Word of God preached with 
conviction and enthusiasm. They want homilies that are doctrinally sound, personally prepared, and relevant to contemporary 
life.  People seek moral guidance and want to learn the tenets of our faith. They want to hear about he Ten Commandments, 
justice and peace, human life and family relationships, final judgment and eternal salvation. In short, the faithful want preach-
ers to preach as Jesus did, with power and conviction, challenging people, not avoiding difficult issues. People should leave 
Sunday Mass motivated to live the Gospel throughout the week, but confident they possess the spiritual means to do so. 

  Third, Catholics come to Mass on Sunday because they want to receive the Eucharist. This is a foundational element   
of Catholic life. I’m convinced that most practicing Catholics have a core belief that the Eucharist is really the Body of Christ. 
This “Holy Communion” is extremely important for them. Most members of the Church, while being unable perhaps to artic-
ulate the exact theology, know that the Mass is related to the Last Supper of Holy Thursday as well as the Cross of Good   
Friday.  

  Finally, I believe Catholics come to Mass to find sanctuary from the turmoil of daily existence. Our lives are active, 
busy, and noisy—but empty. We come to Mass to be refreshed, to find peace, quiet, and fulfillment. The church is, or should 
be, a true sanctuary—a spiritual oasis in the midst of our secular desert. 

  So, authentic community, effective preaching, the Eucharist, and sanctuary—these are the things Catholics are seeking 
when they come to Mass on Sunday. It’s what they need for a faithful living-out of their Christian vocation. It’s what the 
Church should give them. 

 

The Readings for next Sunday, February 16, 2020 
 

Sirach 15:15-20 
1 Corinthians 2:6-10 

Matthew 5:17-37 
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 The sock drive for the Coalition 
of Care and Hope recently ended, 
and the results were incredible. 
Through a combination of the ef-

forts of my co-workers, social media outreach, and the 
collection bins here at St. Roch's, more than 540 pair of 
socks were collected. This more than doubled my origi-
nal goal for the collection.  Efforts are under way to get 
these distributed to the populations in need.  Thank you 
so much for all of your support.    
            Sincerely, 
            Dan Gondek 

All You Can Eat Soup Supper  
 

February 22, 2020   ~   5:30 PM  
Come keep warm at the Parade of Soup 
Have a favorite recipe for soup? Why not 

share a pot with us?  
Call 508-987-2382 Let us know what you’ll bring and 
order tickets or reserve a table.  (only $8.00 per person 
over 4 years old, so bring the family)  
 

For a great SOUP DINNER,  
your help is needed: 

 bring a pot of soup to the parish 

hall a crockpot (ready to serve by 
3:30 pm Sat. Feb 22)  

 buy ____ tickets at $8 each available at the door 
that night; after Masses Jan 25-Feb 16 

 Volunteer for cleanup 

 Volunteer setup  

 Volunteer during dinner, serving & ticket taking 

 Bring loaf or two of bread  

 Bring a dozen or two rolls  

 Bring crackers 

 Bring butter, or butter pats 

 Bring napkins, or paper towels 

 Bring deserts 

 Salt, pepper, grated cheese 
 

Please for more information call 508-987-2382 
or 508-987-8987, strchoxford@gmail.com or   
strochrectory@gmail.com and a great big thank you 
from the St. Roch FUNdraising committee.   

 

There is a CHOIR EMERGENCY brewing!!  

As it currently stands, there will only be TWO people in 
the choir for Holy Week and Easter. That means we need 
more members to join us for our first meeting on Ash 
Wednesday, and once a week through Lent, for rehears-
als, culminating in the Masses and services of Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Vigil.  

It's a great way to learn about  
Holy Week, especially if you've 
never attended those services   
before; from celebration to      
sadness on Holy Thursday, the 
emptiness of Good Friday and  

the return of light at   Easter Vigil.    Everyone needs to 
experience Easter   Vigil, which celebrates our history 
from Creation at the beginning of time to today, from 
God creating darkness and light to the Light of the World 
entering converts and those receiving sacraments to the 
resurrection and joy at the empty tomb. There is nothing 
else in the liturgical year like it. The best part is having a 
bird's eye view from the choir loft as you lift your voice 
to help the parish mourn and then, CELEBRATE!!   

No experience is necessary. If you are 14 or older, join us 
for a brief initial meeting after the evening Mass on Ash 
Wednesday. If you have any questions, please see Anna 
after any Mass.  

St. Roch Family  
of Friends Youth  
Ministry  
understands the needs 
of today's families. 
Teens especially need 
a safe place to gather 

with friends to play, study, get help with homework, visit 
friends, just be in a group of like-minded people.  
This option is available on Thursdays from 4:30- 6:00 
PM starting February 6th. Terry Ann Renaud spoke 
with several youth and parents who were interested in this 
idea. So let’s go do it! We can be there for our young 
church while they enjoy being together. Please call the 
office to learn specific details. (508-987-2382) 

DROP-A-SOCK CAMPAIGN 
 
The St. Vincent dePaul Society is asking for 
your help. There are many among us in need. 
One of those needs is warmth. We are asking 
you to buy new socks for men, women, and 

children and place them in the bins at the doors of the 
church. This drive will be held throughout the  

Month of February.  
 

They will be donated to local nursing homes, 
veteran’s shelters, and places that assist fami-
lies in need. You always help in such a gener-
ous manner. We know that we can count on 
you! 

Thank you for Speaking Out 
On behalf of Bishop McManus, the Massachusetts  
Catholic Conference wishes to thank everyone who  
participated in the "Let Your Voices Be Heard - Again" 
campaign. Your voices do matter, and they are being 
heard. Hundreds of individuals contacted and continue  
to contact their elected officials expressing opposition  
to the expanded abortion legislation currently pending  
at the State House. We are deeply grateful. 

mailto:orstrchoxford@gmail.com
mailto:strochrectory@gmail.com
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PLEASE NOTE Parents: for all missing student     
attendance messages and/or weather cancellations  
call 508-987-2382. DO NOT USE E-MAIL to advise  
of absences, no computer coverage during class times. 
Calls are returned MON NOON -THURS NOON  
ONLY no calls are returned on the weekends.         
 
 
 

Feb 8 Eucharist Family Mass 5:30 PM  
  9 Breakfast 8-11 Conf candidates serve 
  9 K-8/conf  
 16, 23 School vacation -no classes  
     26 Ash Wednesday 
Mar 1 K-8/conf 
  7 Eucharist Family Mass 5:30 PM 
  8 K-8/conf 
  8 Breakfast 8-11 conf candidates serve 
     15  K-8/conf 
     22 no classes 
     29  K-8/conf 
Apr 5 Passion Sunday  K-8/conf 
  9 Holy Thurs Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    10 Good Friday Living Stations noon 
    12  Easter Sunday -no classes 
    19 Divine Mercy Sunday Breakfast 8-11  

  confirmation candidates serve 
             19, 26  School vacation -no classes 
May 2 Eucharist Family Mass 5:30 PM 
      3 K-8 Last Day assessments 
          3  Conf. 7:15 PM details at classes  
         7 Confirmation celebration 
        10 Mother’s Day  No Classes 
    17 First Eucharist  2 PM  
    21 Ascension of the Lord 
    31 Pentecost Sunday 
June 7 Most Holy Trinity 
July TBA Vacation Bible Camp 

 

The next retreat is being planned now.  
Pray for the team: Paul Fitzpatrick the 
main evangelizer and Fr Roy are 
meeting with them now to be ready for 
the March 20-23, 2020 retreat.  

Those who have been on a retreat will gather  Sunday, 
February 9 at the 11:00 Mass and the reunion that 
follows. Pray for  our  par ish family. 
Growing in faith Gatherings are happening through-
out the parish, bringing groups together to share faith. 
How about you? God is calling you. God is looking for 
you. Will you answer Him? 
 

Please call Father Roy at 508-987-8987 or Terry Ann at 

508-987-2382, to get more information. 

 

First Eucharist Sacrament Family 
Masses are scheduled for all candi-
dates: Saturdays, Mar 7 and May 2 at 
5:30 pm.  
All candidates with their families are 
required to attend. 

Good Teacher, What Must I Do? 
One day a wealthy young man ap-
proached Jesus (cf. Mk 10:17-22; Mt 
19:16-22; Lk 18:18-23). He asked, 
“Good teacher, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?”  

He had a good question. All people ask similar questions 
about life’s meaning: “How can I be happy?” The curious 
questions are always about life, life here on earth and ulti-
mately, realize it or not, life eternal. Only in Jesus, the 
“Good Teacher,” will we find the true answer. We must 
learn this primary truth. If we have everything, but do not 
know Jesus and His Father, we possess nothing of lasting 
value. 

Christ looks upon us with love and wants us all to know 
love fully. Each of us needs to know we are loved, loved 
eternally and chosen from eternity for that love.  

“Come, follow me” (Mk10:21). Christ’s invitation today is 
the same. There’s no greater call. Being a follower of Jesus 
is the greatest of freedoms, and our main pursuit. 

The sad truth is that despite Jesus’ loving invitation, the 
young man turned away. How many in the world today are 
on the brink of turning away from Jesus? How many already 
have? Our society is full of the sad, confused, and tormented 
faces of people who do not know Jesus’ look of love. Why? 
The problem is deeply embedded in fallen human nature. 
Because of this nature a powerful energy expresses itself in 
destructive forms.  

The phrase “great possessions” can have different levels of 
meaning. The most obvious is great material wealth. In 
Western culture, we learn from our earliest days, money is 
essential for happiness and the joys of this life. This passion 
is heightened as we grow in desire for worldly pleasures: 
expensive cars, beautiful homes, extravagant vacations, and 
glamorous clothes. Seductively set before us, the “good life” 
is the only dream that has any reality. We are often urged to 
use our freedom, potential and power in ways detrimental to 
our spiritual lives: misuse of sexuality, drugs, alcohol or 
entertainment. An attitude not unlike the unreformed prodi-
gal son who squandered his inheritance in his youthful arro-
gance and passion (cf. Lk 15:11-13). 

When we participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we 
come face to face with the mystery of God’s love. This sac-
rament helps us experience God’s forgiveness firsthand. We 
are able to come to experience Jesus’ “look of love mani-
fested in the experience of freedom that comes from bring-
ing sin into the light of Christ.  

Everything inside can cry out: “I don’t want to go to confes-
sion!” It is common to everyone who has endeavored to 
bring their sin to the light. To speak openly about our sin 
grates on our fallen nature. Nonetheless, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation enables all of us to come safely into the light 
of Christ’s truth and experience his forgiveness. 

http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/penance/sacrament-reconciliation-young-adults-examination-of-conscience.cfm
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 Kathy Perry, Owen Benway,  
Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Olga Brault, 
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul  
Murphy, James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, 
Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy 
McDonald, Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, 
Pamela Rossley, Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary  
Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, Kathy Bishop, Faith Caron, Nicole 
Ryan, and Anne Englehard. 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 10 

     

   #406  Anita Prunier 
   #423  Michael Rodier 
   #152  Frances Fields 
   #485  Shirley DeLuca 
 

 

          CONGRATULATIONS!!

 
 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the par ish 
center on Monday, March 2nd at 6:00 PM in the church 
hall. 

Day of Spiritual Renewal 
 

Praying for Our Adult Sons and 
Daughters  

(Sharing the Faith that We Love) 
 

Frustrated by your adult sons/daughters walking away 
from the church? Ready to do something about it?  
Looking for positive faith-based ideas on 
what to do and not do? Come to this Day 
of Renewal with John & Therese Boucher, 
Catholic speakers & writers. Together they 
have written hundreds of religious articles 
& books including: Praying for Our Adult 
Sons & Daughters. Learn how to replace 
worries & discouragement with refresh-
ment & hope. 

Saturday, Feb 29, 2020  (Snow date: March 14, 2020) 

Times/Date: 9:00 am (w/Mass) to 2:00 pm,  

Location:  St. Roch's Parish Hall 
Sponsored by St. Joseph Church Adult Faith         

Formation Ministry 
 

Registration:  $20/person  
(Includes refreshments, lunch, & materials) 
Due by Friday, February 21, 2020 
Print, complete and return this registration form.  20th Anniversary Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference 

Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are 
invited to this important 20th Anniversary Conference, 
scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday, March 28. 
Visit the conference website at www.firstmensconf.org for 
information and to purchase tickets online and elsewhere. 
Come and hear dynamic talks from outstanding Catholic 
leaders: Scott Hahn, Luis Soto and with Bishop Robert 
Reed of Boston speaking on the need for confession. Bish-
ops and priests will hear confessions. Bishop McManus will 
offer the Conference Mass. For a Conference brochure, fur-
ther information or registration, call Joan DeMasi at 508-
929-4345. Adult tickets are $45 until March 11th, after-
wards $60. Student tickets are always $30. 

 

Altar Servers, Hospitality Ministers, 
Greeters, Music Ministers, Ministers of 
the Eucharist, Readers, Lectors, are 
needed at all Masses, and those who 
would be available to be with young 
people as youth ministers or chaperone 
for Thursday 4:30-6 PM drop-in... call 
508-987-2382 or 508-987-8987 for 
more details. 

Sunday Coffee Shop meets every week, 
delicious donuts & hospitality flows 
with the morning brew after Mass with 
friends. Pancake breakfasts on Sundays, 
Feb 9, Mar 8, Apr 19, help raise funds 
for our youth and scholarship funds for 
Mary Kilinskas. So, come share breakfast. 

Please check 508-987-2382 for  what you may donate, 
or to tell us when you will help at future breakfasts. 

  KNITTING & CROCHETING CLUB 
 

Tuesdays from 7-9 PM -Parish Center 
Join us for knitting, crocheting, fellowship and 
laughter. Pick your own projects, gifts, or even 
donate items for our church fairs or baby hats 

for St. Vincent Hospital. The choice is yours. If you need 
help getting started we are here for you! From beginners to 
experienced. All are welcome!  

Day of Renewal with the Boucher’s,  
Saturday, February 29, 2020 Registration  
Due by Friday, February 21, 2020 to: St. Roch Parish, 
334 Main St. Route 12, Oxford, MA 01540   
Name: ________________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________   
City State Zip ___________________________________ 
Telephone No:  _________________________________       
E-Mail:   _______________________________________  

https://stjosephscharlton.com/news/day-of-spiritual-renewal-praying-for-our-adult-sons-and-daughters
https://stjosephscharlton.com/news/day-of-spiritual-renewal-praying-for-our-adult-sons-and-daughters
https://stjosephscharlton.com/documents/2020/1/Day%20of%20Renewal%20February%202020%203.pdf

