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Sunday, March 8, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Steven Smolenski & Lucille Dubois by their sister 
   11:00 AM  Margarida Tavares by daughter Connie Voas
Monday,  March 9, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Robert Givner by Irene Allain 
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 
     8:30 PM  No Mass 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 
     8:30 AM  Charlotte P. Sweeney by daughter 
Thursday, March 12, 2020   
     8:30 AM  The People of St. Roch Parish  
Friday, March 13, 2020 
     8:30 AM  All Those Buried at St. Roch Cemetery 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 
      4:00 PM  Frank Felicetti by wife Maureen
Sunday, March 15, 2020 
     8:30 AM  John Stone (16th Anniversary) by wife Marie 
   11:00 AM  Judith Chiancola by Terry Ann & Ed Renaud

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, March 8 
Gn 12:1-4a, 2 Tm 1:8b-10 
Mt 17:1-9 
Monday, March 9 
Dn 9:4b-10 
Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday, March 10 
Is 1:10, 16-20 
Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday, March 11 
Jer 18:18-20 
Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday, March 12 
Jer 17:5-10, Lk 16:19-31 
Friday, March 13 
Gen 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a 
Mt 21:33-43, 45-16 
Saturday, March 14 
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20 
Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday, March 15 
Ex 17:3-7, Rom 5:1-2, 5-8 
Jn 4:5-42 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM 

(No Mass here on the fourth Wednesday  
of the month—Fr. Roy has Mass at  

St. Paul’s Cathedral) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday or anytime on request. 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Thursday 8:30-4 
Pastoral Care:   All the time 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 
 

 Feb 29 & Mar 1 

 
 
 
 

   Offertory Envelopes (153)                       $4,832.00 
   Loose Money                                           342.00 
   Other sources of income                        904.00 
   Total                                                          6,078.00  
   Weekly  Goal                                   5,267.00                           
   Result                      Thank you!             +       811.00  
 
   Church in Latin America                                     761.00 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

There will be a second collection this weekend 
March 7 & 8 for  Fuel. Thank you for  your   
generosity. 

Next weekend, March 14 & 15,  
is In Pew Commitment Weekend 

for the  
2020 Partners in Charity Appeal.  

 

Once a year, we commit ourselves 
to this ongoing work by supporting 
this life giving appeal. We reflect 

on God’s great generosity, and respond with generous 
giving of our own. With your support, faith in action  
is visible every day in the compassionate outreach of 
Catholic Charities, to the least among us; in the prayerful 
witness of our retired priests and the joy of new priestly 
vocations; to the many diocesan ministries and programs 
that heal, teach and care for others. Watch the Appeal 
Video at home this week at www.partners-charity.net. 
Please come to Mass next weekend prepared to make a 
commitment to the appeal. Thank you. 
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                             March 5, 2020 

 My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 In recent days there has been increased discussion of the spread of the COVID-19 influenza or Coronavirus. 
 This is in addition to the concerns health professionals are already voicing with regard to a difficult flu season. 

How are we, as faithful sons and daughters of the Church, supposed to respond to these evolving realities? 

First, we should respond with prayer and trust in Divine Providence, for while there are always challenges and difficulties in life, 
God also gives us the grace to sustain us in every trial.  No strain of influenza can separate us from the love of Christ, whose com-
mand to us, “Be not afraid,” should resound in our hearts in these trying times. 

Secondly, as brothers and sisters of him who is “the Truth,” we should inform ourselves of the most accurate and proven scientific 
truth and not resort to the kind of hysterical speculation which so often dominates social media. Indeed, with the threat of regional 
outbreaks of the COVID-19 virus, even in the United States, now is the time for prudence in planning for a variety of possibilities. 

As you know, COVID-19 is a new and potentially more dangerous strain of the influenza virus. While researchers continue to 
learn more about its modes of transmission and mortality rate, I want to echo the desire by health professionals not to incite panic. 
We already know that taking the customary precautions for avoiding the spread of the flu can help reduce the transmission of this 
new strain as well. 

At this time, the threat from the COVID-19 virus in Massachusetts is low. Of more immediate concern is the influenza virus or flu, 
which has been described by Commonwealth health officials as “high” or “very high” in the past few weeks.  We can assist in re-
ducing the spread of the flu as well as instill confidence in parishioners that they are safe at Mass. I am urging our priests, there-
fore, to take the following steps to limit the spread of the influenza virus: 

·         education of all parishioners by distribution of the provided bulletin insert, including at Masses, via Flocknote and on par-
ish websites; 

·         reminding parishioners that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is lifted when they are ill and that avoiding spreading ill-
ness is a Christian act of charity. Parishioners should also be assured that they can pray at home with the local Catholic community 
by viewing the Sunday Mass on cable TV and the internet, which is available on your eCatholic website so that they are still 
“visiting” your parish and accessing all other parish resources; 

·         suspension, for  the immediate future, of the distr ibution of the Precious Blood and omitting the Exchange of the Sign 
of Peace; 

·         removal of standing Holy Water in all fonts, keeping in mind that small bottles of Holy Water might be appropriately pro-
vided for parishioners; 

·         limiting shaking hands with parishioners at the end of Mass; 

·         regular cleaning of pew backs and other surfaces where pathogens may be passed from person to person and frequent, thor-
ough cleaning of all restroom and kitchen facilities to reduce spreading germs, while developing a schedule with staff and volun-
teers to assist with this task. 

As more information about COVID-19 is made available by proper authorities, the Diocese is carefully considering what further 
actions might prove to be helpful or necessary, including a thoughtful response to any governmental restrictions on public gather-
ings. Please be assured that we are staying in touch with local and statewide medical professionals to provide further direction and 
advice to pastors as such issues arise. 

For those parishes with schools, please be assured that our Catholic Schools Office is in regular contact with public authorities and 
will be in direct contact with your schools should additional steps be required. In the meantime, the same common-sense steps out-
lined above can be equally effective in schools and all parish facilities. 

Finally, we should take to heart the spiritual lessons which can be learned during this Lent of prayer, penance and influenza, for 
sickness reminds us of how utterly dependent we are on God’s will for our lives. Indeed, if we accept all the blessings God be-
stows on us, should we not be willing to join our crosses to his Cross as well? 

Who can forget the struggles of Pope Saint John Paul II in his old age and the example he provided us of patient acceptance of 
God’s will? Indeed, he was the perfect example of the words he wrote in his Apostolic Letter Salvifici doloris, n. 30.  There he 
reflected on how we are called to see sickness as something more than a personal tragedy, but rather as an opportunity “to release 
love, in order to give birth to works of love towards neighbor, in order to transform the whole of human civilization into a civiliza-
tion of love.” 

Through the intercession of Pope Saint John Paul II, may God hear our prayers for all our brothers and sisters who are ill or suffer-
ing in any way, that they may receive a full measure of the Lord’s peace, healing and strength. 

              With every prayerful best wish, I remain Sincerely yours in Christ, 

              Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester     

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJw9jsEOgyAQBb9Gb5JlEbEHDpq0_wGyVFMVI1jTfn3VQ5N3mpdMxmnFBaoyHzQCAiDnCCUgMs6atpZt24CqZVXdRZ2V4MfQveaQiHVhynvdCSOcL20lAWwF3BAqJb1QHaG8kc1H3ae0xEw0GT6ORVFssdgppgKZmcw3zGaPp-04__bCDyPFi2xmdqmncUjb-vx4
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJw9jsEOgyAQBb9Gb5JlEbEHDpq0_wGyVFMVI1jTfn3VQ5N3mpdMxmnFBaoyHzQCAiDnCCUgMs6atpZt24CqZVXdRZ2V4MfQveaQiHVhynvdCSOcL20lAWwF3BAqJb1QHaG8kc1H3ae0xEw0GT6ORVFssdgpp
http://worcesterdiocese.org/
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST  
SUNDAY, MARCH 15th! 

 

Sunday Coffee Shop meets every week, 
delicious donuts & hospitality flows 
with the morning brew after Mass with 
friends. Pancake break-

fasts Sundays, Mar 15 and Apr 19, help 
raise funds for our youth and scholarship 
funds for Mary Kilinskas. Please check 
508-987-2382 for what you may donate,  
or when you will help in future breakfasts. 

The Spring Lenten retreat is 

March 20-23, 2020 
Please help with the Adoration 
schedule listed at the entrance of 
the church during the retreat you 

can help by being there in prayer for an hour or two, for 
Paul Fitzpatrick the main evangelizer, speakers, those 
making the retreat for the first time and Fr Roy. 

Seriously … have you really prayed for yourself? How 
about you? God is calling you ...God is looking for 
you. So why not… Answer Him? 

Please call Fr Roy at 508-987-8987 or Terry Ann at 508-
987-2382, today and register for the retreat. 

 

 

ST. ROCH NOVENA 
 

Mass or Benediction, Novena prayers, 
and small faith sharing groups on 

Wednesday evenings.  
 

     6:30 PM each evening 
 

     Monday, March 9     
     Benediction 
     Wednesday, March 11  
     Mass 
           Monday, March 16     
     Benediction 
     Wednesday, March 18    
     Mass 
     Wednesday, March 25   
     Mass 
     Monday, March 30    
     Benediction 
     Wednesday, April 1    
     Mass 
 
       

Stations of the Cross  
& Holy Eucharist 

                            
Fridays at Noon 

March 6 through April 3 

      

 Sacrament of Penance  
available 

Saturdays at 3:00 PM. 
By appointment  

call 508-987-8987. 

      

Everyone is welcome  
to receive the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation at  
St. Ann’s, North Oxford 

Tuesday, April 7  
at 6:30 PM. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
We are accepting contributions for flowers as 
we ready the church for Easter. In your enve-
lope packet, you will find an Easter Flowers 
envelope. Please fill in the name(s) of your 
loved ones. The envelopes may be dropped in 

any collection basket. Names received by Tuesday, April 
7th will be enrolled in a special memorial listing. 

ANNUAL MASS FOR LIFE 
 

All are invited to join Bishop 
McManus for the annual Mass for 
Life on Tuesday, March 24 at 10 
a.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 

High and Chatham Streets, Worcester.  This year marks 
the 25th anniversary of St. John Paul II’s great encycli-
cal Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life).  Students 
from our Catholic Schools will be our special guests and 
the annual pro-life awards will be presented to individu-
als who have shown heroic witness to the intrinsic value 
of all human life.  All are welcome to attend!  

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
FOR FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

 

The Church teaches that Catholics in good health 
are to observe the following practices during Lent 

unless for some serious reason they are unable to do so: 

Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition, all Catho-
lics 14 years old and older must abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 

Fasting as explained by the U.S. bishops means partaking of 
only one full meal and two smaller meals that do not equal 
the main meal. Abstinence forbids the use of meat, but not 
eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to 
thank all who donated to the Sock Drive last 
month. We had a very generous response and 
collected dozens of socks! These were given 

to Clothing-Go-Round in Oxford, the Veterans and Mus-
tard Seed in Worcester. “Whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” -Mt 25:41 
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Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with an 
incredible array of resources focused on our rich Catholic 
faith.  
Books, videos, movies, audios, etc.  It’s EASY and FREE 
to Register! A Gift of St. Roch Parish to Y ou!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE Parents: for all missing student     
attendance messages and/or weather cancellations  
call 508-987-2382. DO NOT USE E-MAIL to advise  
of absences, no computer coverage during class times. 
Calls are returned MON NOON -THURS NOON  
ONLY no calls are returned on the weekends.         
 
 
 
 

Mar 8 K-8/conf (gr 5-6 reconciliation 9:45) 
          8 Conf meet in the church 
         15 Breakfast 8-11 conf candidates serve 
     15  K-8/conf (3-4 reconciliation 9:45) 
         19-23 Rel Ed office closed 
         20-23 LOTW retreat 
     22 no classes 
     29  K-8/conf 
 

Apr 5 Passion Sunday  K-8/conf 
  9 Holy Thurs Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
    10 Good Friday Living Stations noon 
    12  Easter Sunday -no classes 
    19 Divine Mercy Sunday Breakfast 8-11  

  confirmation candidates serve 
        19, 26 School vacation -no classes 
 

May 2 Eucharist Family Mass 5:30 PM 
      3 K-8 Last Day K-8 assessments 
          3  Conf. rehearsal 7:15 PM details TBA  
         7 Confirmation celebration 
        10 Mother’s Day  No Classes 
    17 First Eucharist Celebration 2 PM  
    21 Ascension of the Lord 
    31 Pentecost Sunday 
 

Jun 7 Most Holy Trinity 
 

Jul   13-17 Vacation Bible Camp 

First Eucharist Sacrament Family 
Masses are scheduled for all candi-
dates: Saturdays, Mar 7 and May 2 at 
5:30 pm.  
All candidates with their families are 
required to attend. Please bring copies 
of baptism certificates to Mass. 

All are invited!!! 
Children grades k-6 

Youth Guides (grades 7-12) 
& Adult conductors  

Get your Tickets here… 
Come on your greatest Adventure  

this summer, 
Jesus’ power pulls us through. 

Get on Board the express, 
July 13-17, 2020 

right here at St Roch in the parish hall, the church, and on 
the parish grounds. 

The transformation is full speed ahead at 
St Roch’s Rocky Railway 

Monday through Friday 8:15 AM to 1:15 PM 
Watch for more details in the bulletins. 
Call 508-987-2387 to pre-register— 

seats will go quickly!! 
Child …………………………...…………. Age ….… 

Phone ..……………………………...………………… 

E-mail ..……………………………………..………… 

Address …...…………………………………..………. 

Adult/teen helper …………………………….………. 
Mon [  ] Tues [  ] Wed [  ] Thurs [  ] Fri [  ] 

THE SYMBOLS OF LENT 
 

Colors: Violet is the usual color  for  Lent, symbolizing 
repentance. Red on Good Friday relates  to Jesus death, 
while white is the color of Easter. 
 

Ashes placed on the forehead hint at an ancient ritual—
covering oneself with ashes in penitence. Receiving the 
cross shaped “smudge” reminds us that we are dust and is 
a public statement of repentance. Usually the ashes are 
from the previous year’s Palm Sunday branches, illustrat-
ing the circle of the Church Year. 
 

Palm branches in ancient time signified victory and 
were used in triumphal processions by Romans and Jew. 
 

The Paschal or Easter Candle is a large, decorated and 
dated candle, lit each year at the Easter Vigil bonfire and 
then carried into the darkened church. Standing for the 
risen Savior who is the light of the world, it is then dis-
played prominently at services and baptisms during the 
year. 
 

Pretzels had their  or igin in ear ly Chr istian Lenten 
practice. Made form simple dough which has no dairy or 
fat, pretzels remind us of fasting and, shaped like two 
arms crossed, of prayer. 
 

A Fish is a Lenten symbol for the obligation to fast on 
Ash Wednesday and good Friday and to abstain from all 
flesh meat on every Friday in Lent. 
 

Stones remind us of Jesus’ experience in the desert for 
forty days and being tempted by the devil. Jesus remained 
steadfast and overcame the temptations. The stones sym-
bolize austerity and rigor, desolation, misery and sadness. 
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 Kathy Perry, Owen Benway,  
Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Olga Brault, 
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, James 
Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, 
Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy McDonald, Dave 
Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley, 
Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary Cowperthwaite, 
Kathleen, Kathy Bishop, Faith Caron, Nicole Ryan, and  
Anne Englehard. 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 14 

     

   #450  Debra Ciminski 
   #494  Pat Robbins 
   #400  Pat LaFontaine 
   #363      Claire Provencal 

 

          CONGRATULATIONS!!

20th Anniversary Diocesan Catholic Men's Conference 
 

Men (of all ages, including teens and college students) are 
invited to this important 20th Anniversary Conference, 
scheduled for Assumption College on Saturday, March 
28. Visit the conference website 
at www.firstmensconf.org for information and to pur-
chase tickets online and elsewhere. Come and hear dy-
namic talks from outstanding Catholic leaders: Scott 
Hahn, Luis Soto and with Bishop Robert Reed of Bos-
ton speaking on the need for confession. Bishops and 
priests will hear confessions. Bishop McManus will offer 
the Conference Mass. For a Conference brochure, further 
information or registration, call Joan DeMasi at 508-929-
4345. Adult tickets are $45 until March 11th, after-
wards $60. Student tickets are always $30. 

 

Altar Servers, Hospitality Ministers, 
Greeters, Music Ministers, Ministers of 
the Eucharist, Readers, Lectors, are 
needed at all Masses, and those who 
would be available to be with young 
people as youth ministers or chaperone 
for Thursday 4:30-6 PM drop-in... call 

508-987-2382 or 508-987-8987 for more details. 

 Oxford Ecumenical Food  Shelf  
We Need Volunteers for St. Roch Month 

 

St. Roch Parish is responsible for sending 
about 15 adults to the Food Shelf on the four 
Thursdays in March to help clients shop and 
carry groceries to their vehicles.  
(March 5, 12, 19, 26) 

Sign up sheets are available at the entrances to the 
Church. Parishioners are asked to be present by 5 pm in 
order to be prepared to help.  Please feel free to sign up 
for one Thursday or all four, but only sign up for those 
Thursdays that you can definitely be present.  The Food 
Shelf is located on the lower level in the Oxford Commu-
nity Center. This food distribution center is a very well 
recognized facility. Thanks so much for continually sup-
porting the Food Shelf. Come join us this year! 
 

There has also been a request for assorted greeting cards 
and stickers for children to be put in the food bin.   

We want to add you to our 
St Roch Flocknote family. 
To help us communicate 
better at less cost. 
Please send me your e-

mail address so we will be able to keep you informed 
about the news and what is coming up in our parish. You 
can decide which groups you  wish to be notified about, 
like ministries, religious education and/or special events. 
Send me an e-mail at my e-mail with your name at 
strochoxford@gmail.com to Terry Ann Renaud, ques-
tions call 508-987-2382. 

Disney’s Beauty and the Beast.  
  Auditions May 11 & 13.  
  Performances: August 21, 22, 23 
  Rehearsals held Mondays &  
  Wednesdays 6-8:30 pm 
  (Full day/evening rehearsals, August 

17th-20th.)  For tickets or to get more information…
contact: Andrew Bennett abennett82689@charter.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Roch Family of Friends Youth Ministry under -
stands the needs of today's families. Teens especially 
need a safe place to gather with friends to play, study,   
get help with homework, visit friends, just be in a group 
of like-minded people. This option is available every 
Thursday from 4:30- 6:00 PM. 
Please consider being a chaperone one week a month. 
Call Terry Ann Renaud for details. (508-987-2382) 

 

 

 
Renew or begin your subscription today! A full year  
subscription is only $39! When you subscribe you are not 
only receiving a quality weekly newspaper you are also 
supporting St. Roch Parish. Your envelope may be placed 
in any collection basket. Extra envelopes are available at 
the entrances of the church.  

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
mailto:abennett82689@charter.net

