
 

 
 

USCCB Responds to Coronavirus— 

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has issued 
the following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted once more with the fragility of our lives, 
and again we are reminded of our common humanity; that the peoples of this world are our brothers and sis-
ters, that we are all one family under God. 

God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of tr ial and testing. In this moment, it is 
important for us to anchor our hearts in the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our 
prayers and sacrifices for the love of God and the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in 
our love for him, and rediscover the things that truly matter in our lives. 

United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around 
the world who are sick. Let us pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them 
and grant them peace. 

We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health officials and all civic leaders. May God 
grant them courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this emergency with compassion and in service to 
the common good. 

In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, and I share this prayer with you: 

 Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the 
 Americas. 
 We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
 We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the 
 wedding in Cana. 

 Pray for us, loving Mother, 
 and gain for our nation and world, 
 and for all our families and loved ones, 
 the protection of your holy angels, 
 that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

 For those already afflicted, 
 we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
 Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
 wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 

 In this time of trial and testing, 
 teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient 
 and kind. 
 Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 

 We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our  
 compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

 Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
 keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
 help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

St. Roch Parish 
Sister Parish — St. Anne of Chardonnieres, Haiti 
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"After carefully reviewing the sound advice of medical professionals and the recent order  
by Governor Baker to limit gatherings to 25 participants, I have decided to suspend all public 
celebrations of Mass until further notice in the hope of slowing and, God willing, halting the 
spread of this disease. The obligation to take part in the Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation is thereby lifted."    - Bishop Robert J. McManus, March 16, 2020. 
 

Please call the rectory office at 508-987-8987 to reschedule Masses that have or will be  
cancelled during these few weeks.  
 

The Sunday Mass will now be broadcast LIVE at 10 am, with Bishop McManus as the  
celebrant. This Mass will be repeated on Sunday evening at 6 pm. 
  

The Daily Mass will be broadcast LIVE at 9 am on Channel 193. 
 

Additionally, all Masses are streamed on the internet at worcesterdiocese.org to make them 
accessible to areas served by other cable providers. Viewers currently tune in from all around 
the world. The TV Ministry of the Diocese of Worcester has been broadcasting Daily and Sun-
day Masses for more than 3 decades. 

Scripture Readings 

Sunday, March 22 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
Eph 5:8-14, Jn 9:1-41 
Monday, March 23 
Is 65:17-21, Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday, March 24 
Ez 47:1-9, 12, Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday, March 25 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10, Heb 10:4-10 
Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday, March 26 
Ex 32:7-14 
Jn 5:31-47 
Friday, March 27 
Wis 2:1a, 12-22 
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday, March 28 
Jer 11:18-20, Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday, March 29 
Ez 37:12-14, Rom 8:8-11 
Jn 11:1-45 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 
 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                    Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                             Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)        Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                 Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

There are currently  
no Masses scheduled. 

 

 

Office Hours 
 

During this time,  
please make every effort to 
communicate with the staff 

by phone or email.  
 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation. 
 
WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 
 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 
 

 March 7 & 8 

 
 

 
 
 
 

1   Offertory Envelopes (84)  $3,106.00 
   Loose Money                     104.00 
   Other sources of income         659.00 
   Total                             3,869.00  
   Weekly  Goal               5,267.00                                     

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

2020 Partners in Charity Appeal.  

The In Pew Commitment Weekend for 
the 2020 Partners in Charity Appeal has 
been postponed. As soon as Masses re-
sume we will decide on a new date for 

our annual kickoff. Every member of St. Roch is called 
upon to support the work of our Lord Jesus made possible 
through the annual appeal.  
 

Our parish goal is $42,800. If you have already made a 
gift to the 2020 appeal we thank you. Your gift will help 
us in reaching our parish goal. You can also make your 
gift online at www.partners-charity.net. Thank you! 
 
 

Note: Please be weary of any phone solicitors. Partners—in-
Charity never makes calls for donations. And it is no longer 
called the Bishop’s Fund as some scam artists are referring 
to it as. 

EASTER FLOWERS 
We are accepting contributions for flowers as 
we ready the church for Easter. In your enve-
lope packet, you will find an Easter Flowers 
envelope. Please fill in the name(s) of your 
loved ones. The envelopes may be dropped off 
or mailed in. Names received by Tuesday, 

April 7th will be enrolled in a special memorial listing. 

Online Giving 
—A link will be 

available on our 
website as soon 

as possible. 
www.strochoxford.com 
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My Dear Parishioners, 

 

 

   We are now sailing on unchartered waters as we deal with the significant changes in the routines of our 
lives caused by this pandemic. With the bishop’s request that we refrain from public celebrations of the Liturgy so 
as to limit the possibility of spreading this very contagious virus my fear is that many may think that our Church is 
abandoning     us at such a crucial time. Believe me, nothing could be further from the truth. You are constantly in 
my thoughts and prayers. I still go to the altar as usual each day and beg God’s grace and protection for my people. 

 

   The simple fact of the matter is that the parish is not closed or asleep even when we have to operate with 
no public gatherings. 

 

   Somehow we all need to stay in touch with one another. I am not well educated in the use of the            
technology that can be used to keep us connected. I guess that this might be the impetus to change that. We will  
frequently be updating our parish website. Please go to www.strochoxford.com and see what is happening. 

 

   We are people of hope, a hope which is rooted in faith, a hope that does not fail. As stewards of the bodies 
with which we have been entrusted we must heed the sound advice of our healthcare professional and government     
officials to protect ourselves, our loved ones and the entire community. 

 

   If your household is still stable right now, please help our parish stay solvent during this crisis by continu-
ing your financial support. Soon through our website you will be able to use online giving or you can mail a contri-
bution. This will make a great difference so that we can continue to cover the costs of salaries, insurances, and the 
general utility bills. 

 

   May we all frequently pray these words from the prayer that is said at every Mass here at St. Roch’s,   
 “O God give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might once again      
  gather to praise your name in the heart of the Church, delivered from all distress and confident in your mercy.” 

 

   St. Roch, patron saint of those suffering from contagious disease, pray for us. 

 

 

 

   
Let us continue to love one another, 

 

Fr. Roy 
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ST. ROCH NOVENA 
 
   The last three days of the Novena   
   may be prayed at home with the  
   following prayers~ 
 
   In the Name of the Father and of  
   the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
   Amen 
 

 
Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be... 

 
 

 Day 7—March 25   
 

 Lord God, You chose St. Roch to share in the suffering 

and anguish of a dreaded disease. When he was alone 

and near to death, You taught him absolute trust in Your 

holy Providence and he recovered miraculously. We beg 

that same trust and confidence in Your healing power for 

our family and friends even in the worst moments of fear 

and anxiety. We beg the grace to pray this novena for the 

sick, disabled, incurable and dying and for our special  

petitions as well. (pause to add personal intentions)     

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.   Amen.  
 
      

 Day 8—March 30    
 

 Mighty and merciful God, Your servant, St. Roch,   be-

came a true vessel of Your grace and healing power. You 

worked in Him Your healing touch coupled with the power 

of the cross. Through his caring intercession, may we 

commend the sick, the dying, the disabled and disadvan-

taged this day. We beg the grace to pray this novena for 

the sick, disabled, incurable and dying and for our special 

petitions as well. (pause to add personal intentions)   

In the sign of Your Holy Cross and healing touch, bring 

Your Love and Care upon the very sick and dying through 

Christ, Our Lord.   Amen.  
 
      

 Day 9—April 1 
 

 0 God of the Universe, You have created in the entire 

life of St. Roch, a revelation of believing, caring and loving 

for the poor, the sick and the dying. He was sick to the 

point of death, an outcast, imprisoned unjustly and the 

poorest of the poor. Grant his powerful intercession for 

any who suffer harm in this life. We offer these days of 

prayer and sacrifice for the needs of the Church and for 

our intercessions. (pause to add personal intentions)  

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 
     

After the Daily Prayer, continue with the  
Litany in Honor of St. Roch 

 
God our Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth...Have mercy on us 

Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior…              Have mercy on us 

Most Holy Spirit of God…                    Have mercy on us 

Holy Mary, Mother of God…                       Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Mother of the Church…                Pray for us 

Holy Mary and all the Saints…                 Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Queen of Heaven…               Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Patroness of those in danger…         Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Protectress of our seas and land…    Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Comfort of the dying and sorrowing…  Pray for us 

St. Roch devoted servant of God…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those afflicted with 

       infectious diseases…                      Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the poor and hungry…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in Christ…                 Pray for us 

St. Roch, Healer and caregiver…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in suffering and illness…    Pray for us 

St. Roch, our advocate in time of pain and 

      human misery…                                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the addicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the terminally ill…          Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those in jails and prisons…   Pray for us 

St. Roch, Intercessor for the homeless…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the afflicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of our parish community…   Pray for us 

St Roch, faithful witness to the healing  

               power of God…                                      Pray for us 

 
 
Followed by: 
 
 Lord God, 
 make me an instrument of your healing; 
 when I am weak and in pain, help me to rest; 
 when I am anxious, help me to wait; 
 when I am fearful, help me to trust; 
 when I am lonely, help me to love; 
 when I place you apart from me, help me to know you  
  are near. 
 Healing God, grant me not so much to demand every 
  thing from myself  as to let others help me; 
  nor to expect others to cure me  
  as to do my own part toward getting better. 
 Grant me not so much to seek escape, as to face my 
  self and learn the depths of your love. 
 For it is in being uncertain and not in control that we  
  find true faith; 
  in knowing the limits of mind and body that we find  
  wholeness of spirit; 
  and in passing through death that we find life that  
  last forever. 
 We ask this, through the intercession of our patron,  
  St. Roch and your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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Please call 508-987-2382 for updates  

on all Faith Formation Sessions  
until further notice. 

We regret that the 
Spring Lenten Retreat 

has been postponed in concern 
for the health of our parish family, 

& is rescheduled to  
                          September 25, 26, 27, 28. 

Call Father Roy 508-987-8987 or   
Terry Ann Renaud 508-987-2382. 

 

All are invited!!! 
Children grades k-6 

Youth Guides (grades 7-12) 
& Adult conductors  

Get your Tickets here… 
Come on your greatest Adventure  

this summer, 
Jesus’ power pulls us through. 

Get on Board the express, 
July 13-17, 2020 

right here at St Roch in the parish hall, the church, and on 
the parish grounds. 

The transformation is full speed ahead at 
St Roch’s Rocky Railway 

Monday through Friday 8:15 AM to 1:15 PM 
Watch for more details in the bulletins. 
Call 508-987-2387 to pre-register— 

seats will go quickly!! 
Child …………………………...…………. Age ….… 

Phone ..……………………………...………………… 

E-mail ..……………………………………..………… 

Address …...…………………………………..………. 

Adult/teen helper …………………………….………. 
 

Mon [  ] Tues [  ] Wed [  ] Thurs [  ] Fri [  ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hi, it is Terry Ann Renaud at the Parish Center, and 
Spring-cleaning time is here …  

Do you have an hour or two to pick up the center, wash a 
few tables, clean the whiteboards, floors, discard some 
trash, and organize books and supplies to get ready for 
Easter?  March 23-25. 

Call 508-987-2382 to check times to volunteer . 

Do you like to play and learn with kids? You are needed. 
Lots to do to prepare… 
 

Please come to a planning meeting on April 14 at noon. 
 

Teens are a big part of the week, too, so no matter your 
age, Won’t You Please Come Join Us at St Roch’s 
Rocky Railway Vacation Bible Camp this summer , 
July 13-17, 8:15 am -1:15 pm.  
 

You can help as a group leader, teaching kids that  
Jesus has the Power to see us through anything. Call 
Terry Ann Renaud at 508-987-2382 to discuss how you 
can be part of the crew of Rocky Railway. 

Upcoming Cursillo dates 
 

Cursillo or “short course in Christianity” 
is an uplifting and educational experi-
ence.  The weekend is facilitated by a 
team of laypeople and clergy who  
deliver organized talks and discussions.   

Our 2020 weekend dates are:  
Men — September 10-13;  
Women — May 28-31 & October 22-25.   
All Weekends will be held at the Immaculate Conception 
Spiritual Renewal Center in Putnam, CT.  For additional 
information, please contact Pam Hamilton at 
774.239.8909 or phamilton1284@gmail.com.  

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
       

O God, whose Only Begotten 
Son bore the weight of human suf-
fering for our salvation, hear the 
prayers of your Church for our sick 
brothers and sisters and deliver us 
from this time of trial. 
Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son:  

 

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 
 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public 
servants;  
give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith 
to endure this hour,  
that we might gather once again to praise your name 
in the heart of your Church, delivered from all     
distress and confident in your mercy. 
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen  

mailto:phamilton1284@gmail.com
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 Kathy Perry, Owen Benway,  
Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond  
Joseph, Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe  

Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz  
Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John 
Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Ed Carpenter, Roger 
St. George,  James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie Guertin, 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Olga Brault, 
Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, James 
Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, 
Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Andy McDonald, Dave 
Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley, 
Alfred Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary Cowperthwaite, 
Kathleen, Kathy Bishop, Faith Caron, Nicole Ryan, and  
Anne Englehard. 

 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 16 

     

   #125  Tom Foley, Jr. 
   #332  John Carmody 
   #379  Terry Comtois 
   #277      Fr. Michael Roy 

 
 

 

          CONGRATULATIONS!! 

 "Literacy Volunteers of Greater Worcester” 
 

has been providing English language skills to help people 
thrive since 1973. We offer free, flexible, confidential, 
and individualized one-to-one tutoring for adults learning 
to speak English as well as adults developing basic litera-
cy skills.  
In recent years, the demand for our English services has 
continued to grow. With over 100 students waiting for a 
volunteer tutor, we are calling on you to dedicate up to 
two hours a week to change someone's life.  
If you are over 18, have at least a high school diploma, 
and speak English proficiently, you can learn to tutor 
someone who is learning English. We provide a free, 18-
hour training before matching you with a student, and we 
provide ongoing support and workshops to help you be-
come the best tutor you can be!  
For more information and to apply, please call us at 508-
754-8056."  

 

Altar Servers 
Hospitality Ministers 

Greeters 
Music Ministers 

Ministers of the Eucharist 
Readers & Lectors 

are needed at all Masses.  
 

Call 508-987-8987  
for more details. 

We want to add you to our 
St Roch Flocknote family. 
To help us communicate 
better at less cost. 
Please send me your e-

mail address so we will be able to keep you informed 
about the news and what is coming up in our parish. You 
can decide which groups you  wish to be notified about, 
like ministries, religious education and/or special events. 
Send me an e-mail at my e-mail with your name at 
strochoxford@gmail.com to Terry Ann Renaud, ques-
tions call 508-987-2382. 

 

 

 
Renew or begin your subscription today! A full year  
subscription is only $39! When you subscribe you are not 
only receiving a quality weekly newspaper you are also 
supporting St. Roch Parish. Your envelope may be placed 
in any collection basket. Extra envelopes are available at 
the entrances of the church.  

Empty Inkjet Cartridges for Recycling 
We receive $2.00 for each ink cartridge recycled. This helps 
us keep the cost of office supplies down. Simply place your 
old cartridge in our collection bin located inside the front 
doors of the church (under one of the tables).  

 Check at work to see if they wouldn’t mind if you   
  donate to your church.   

PLEASE  NO LASER CARTRIDGES. Thank you!!!!! 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  
SUNDAY, MARCH 15th! 

 

Sunday Coffee Shop meets every week, 
delicious donuts & hospitality flows 
with the morning brew after Mass with 
friends. Pancake break-

fast Sunday, Apr 19, will help raise 
funds for our youth and scholarship funds 
for Mary Kilinskas. Please check 508-987-
2382 for what you may donate,  
or when you will help in future breakfasts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s plan a great festival. June 27 is the big day!  

Ideas, workers, table chairpeople are needed. 

The meeting to discuss summer plans has been  

rescheduled—watch for new date. 

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com

