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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, May 18—Acts 16:11-15, Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tuesday, May 19—Acts 16:22-34, Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday, May 20—Acts 17:15, 22-18:1 
Thursday, May 21—Acts 1:1-11, Eph 1:17-23, Mt 16-20 
Friday, May 22—Acts 18:9-18, Jn 16:20-23 
Saturday, May 23—Acts 18:23-28, Jn 16:23b-28 
Sunday, May 24—Acts 1:1-11, Eph 1:17-23, Mt 28:16-20 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
Rectory Office  ………………………..………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...……..……. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 

 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)          Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Please see our Online Virtual Mass 
Schedule 

 
 

Office Hours 
 

   During this time, please make  
   every effort to communicate with the staff  
   by phone or email.  

 

Thank you for your patience and cooperation. 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  

 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

ST. ROCH NOVENA 
 

Let us all continue to recite the Novena to 
St. Roch, the patron saint of those afflicted 
with infectious diseases, daily at home with 
the following prayers ~ 
 

  In the Name of the Father and of  
   the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

   Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be... 
  

Litany in Honor of St. Roch 
 

God our Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth...Have mercy on us 

Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior…              Have mercy on us 

Most Holy Spirit of God…                    Have mercy on us 

Holy Mary, Mother of God…                       Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Mother of the Church…                Pray for us 

Holy Mary and all the Saints…                 Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Queen of Heaven…               Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Patroness of those in danger…         Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Protectress of our seas and land…    Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Comfort of the dying and sorrowing…  Pray for us 

St. Roch devoted servant of God…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those afflicted with 

       infectious diseases…                      Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the poor and hungry…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in Christ…                 Pray for us 

St. Roch, Healer and caregiver…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in suffering and illness…    Pray for us 

St. Roch, our advocate in time of pain and 

      human misery…                                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the addicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the terminally ill…          Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those in jails and prisons…   Pray for us 

St. Roch, Intercessor for the homeless…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the afflicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of our parish community…   Pray for us 

St Roch, faithful witness to the healing  

               power of God…                                      Pray for us 
 

 

  Lord God, 
 make me an instrument of your healing; 
 when I am weak and in pain, help me to rest; 
 when I am anxious, help me to wait; 
 when I am fearful, help me to trust; 
 when I am lonely, help me to love; 
 when I place you apart from me, help me to know you  
  are near. 
 Healing God, grant me not so much to demand every 
  thing from myself  as to let others help me; 
  nor to expect others to cure me  
  as to do my own part toward getting better. 
 Grant me not so much to seek escape, as to face my 
  self and learn the depths of your love. 
 For it is in being uncertain and not in control that we  
  find true faith;  in knowing the limits of mind and body that  
  we find wholeness of spirit; and in passing through death  
  that we find life that lasts forever. 
 We ask this, through the intercession of our patron,  
  St. Roch and your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
       

O God, whose Only Begotten 
Son bore the weight of human suf-
fering for our salvation, hear the 
prayers of your Church for our sick 
brothers and sisters and deliver us 
from this time of trial. 
Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son:  
 

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 
 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public 
servants; give us the wisdom to do what is right and 
the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather 
once again to praise your name in the heart of your 
Church, delivered from all distress and confident in 
your mercy. 
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen  
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Mass Intentions for the week: 
 
 
 

  Sunday, May 17 — Victoria Robert & Joseph Smolenski 

  Monday,  May 18 — Dave Girard 

  Tuesday, May 19 — Cheryl Malesky 

  Wednesday, May 20 — Frank J. Roy  

  Thursday, May 21 — Andy McDonald 

  Friday, May 22 — Dean Mills (living) 

  Saturday, May 23 — Jeanette Allard 

  Sunday, May 24 — Charlene White (1st year anniversary) 

 
 

     LET’S CONTINUE TO PRAY TOGETHER... 
 

  In the Easter Season the Sunday Mass at 10 AM with Fr. Roy  
will continue to be LIVE Streamed. 

Go to our website strochoxford.com and follow the prompts.  
 

  In Addition to Sunday Masses...  
         Father Roy will be hosting a Prayer & Reflection  
          time Tuesday through Friday at 7 PM 

 

To connect follow this link:  

https://meetingsamer12.webex.com/meet/stolzpar   
Register & join meeting, then Choose option: a] call in,  b] have Webex call you, 

c] use the device you are using. 
You may be required to download the program the first time you are using Webex,  

with this in mind, please try to join early.  
Fr. Roy opens 6:45 AM  -  Prayer sessions begin at 7 PM  

Or join by phone call 1-408-418-9388  -  Access code: 623 057 852  
 

God Bless, let us continue to pray for each other,  
and we look forward to praying with you.    

 

 

2020 Partners in Charity Appeal.  

Due to the inability to have Masses cele-
brated publicly, the In Pew Commitment 
Weekend for the 2020 Partners in Charity 
Appeal will not take place.  

However, every member of St. Roch is called upon to 
support the work of our Lord Jesus made possible 
through this very important annual appeal. We are confi-
dent that, with God’s help and yours, we will rise to it! 
 
 
 

Our parish goal is $42,800. To date we have received 
$29,205. If you have already made a gift to the 2020   
appeal we thank you. If you have not received a pledge/
donation card in the mail, please call 508-987-8987 and 
one can be mailed to you or you may enter your gift 
online through the Diocesan website: 
www.worcesterdiocese.org.  
 
 

Please do NOT enter these pledges through the parish 
‘Online Giving’ module on our website. Thank you.  

 

Sunday Mass at St. Paul’s Cathedral will also 
be broadcast LIVE at 10 am, with Bishop 
McManus as the celebrant. This Mass will be 
repeated on Sunday evening  at 6 pm. 
 
 

The Daily Mass is also broadcast LIVE at 9 am 
on Channel 193. 
 
 

Additionally, all Masses from St. Paul’s  
Cathedral are streamed on the internet at  
worcesterdiocese.org to make them accessible 
to areas served by other cable providers.  

  May 10, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Offertory Envelopes                        3,782.00 
  Online Giving               780.00 
  Other sources of income                   690.00 
  Total                                           5,252.00  
  Weekly Goal                                          5,267.00                                     
  Result                                                      -              15.00  

Thank You! 

Online Giving Available 
on our website 

www.strochoxford.com 
 

 

 

Donations may be made through this easy online meth-
od for one-time or recurring payments or by mail. 

Second collection donations may also be made online. 
 

We truly appreciate your continued support of our  
parish especially during this difficult time as we need 

to continue to pay insurance, payroll, utilities, and  
other important expenses. Thank you. 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

https://meetingsamer12.webex.com/meet/stolzpar
https://meetingsamer12.webex.com/meet/stolzpar
tel://1-617-315-0704,,,623%20057%20852#,,,#
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My Dear Parishioners, 

 
 
   As we continue to pray our Novena to St. Roch on a daily basis until we are on the other side of this modern day 
plague I have really begun to understand the meaning of one line in the closing prayer; “For it is in being uncertain and not 
in control that we find true faith.” Scripture defines faith with these words; “Confidence concerning what we hope for,   
conviction about what we do not yet see.” My conviction is that Jesus is with us and I am confident that for people with 
faith in God much good will come in the future. 
 
   One of the things that we are uncertain of is how we will be able to assemble in the future. With that in mind we 
have reluctantly decided that we need to postpone our annual Parish Summer Festival that was originally scheduled for the 
weekend of June 27-28. Right now we are going to attempt to have this festive gathering the weekend of August 15-16.   
We trust that this date is far enough out and that we might be in Phase two or possibly three by then. We will know more 
after some of the Governor’s plan is revealed this coming Monday, May 18. 
 
    I personally am excited about the new date because the 16th of August is the Feast Day of our patron St. Roch, 
the patron saint of those dealing with plagues. We can suitably honor our patron and at the same time enjoy a good time 
together observing the public health protocols necessary for safety and peace of mind. What do you think? 
 
   I hope some of you saw the extensive interview that Fox Boston 25 did with our own Joel Masley as he took them 
through the 36 bed Covid unit that he has at U Mass Medical Center. He and a number of other parishioners have been for 
many long weeks out there on the front lines battling, in Joel’s words, “this invisible monster.” Let us continue our unre-
lenting prayers for their well being and safety. 
 
   We continue to meet four nights a week Tuesday thru Friday at 7 pm on Webex. We can see and talk to each   
other. I attempt to share a reflection about ways our Catholic faith is guiding us through this pandemic. For instance last 
week I spoke about how relevant are the modern apparitions of our Blessed Mother giving us encouragement at this time. 
We also pray the Novena together and can banter back and forth for a while. 
 
   The four live Masses during the week limited to ten people at each is working out. If you are interested in attend-
ing please give me a call at the rectory or use my email at mjr1947@charter.net. I am putting a schedule together for each 
Mass; Mon & Thurs at 6 pm and Wed & Fri at 8:30 am. 
 
   The live stream Sunday Mass at 10 am has been very well received and will continue as long as needed. We are 
grateful for Bryan Givner and his son Bryan for the use of their equipment and expertise. Both this and the Webex can be 
accessed through our parish website strochoxford.com. Simple directions, all it takes is a click. 
 
   I am writing this on Wednesday and the Gospel this morning was from John 15:1-8; it stated, “I am the vine and 
you are the branches. My Father prunes the branches so that they may bear more fruit.” Perhaps what we are experiencing 
is a type of pruning, cutting away the suckers and dead branches so that we can have a clear appreciation about what our 
real priorities are. I’ve been struggling with a question I came across; “What is the one aspiration that unifies my whole 
life?”   
   Please know that your pastor loves you, misses you and prays for you frequently every day.  

 

 
Let us continue to pray for and love one another, 

 
Fr. Roy 
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 The Continuing Presence  

of Our Lord 

 
Solemnity of the  

Ascension of Our Lord 

May 21, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus completes His mission on Earth and ascends into Heaven to take His seat on His glorious throne for all eterni-
ty.  Or does He?  The answer is yes and no. Yes, He does take His seat on His glorious throne, but no, He does not com-
plete His mission on Earth. The Ascension is both the end and the beginning.  It’s a transition to the next phase in the 
perfect plan of the Father.  And understanding the way this plan unfolds should leave us in wonder and awe. 

Sure, the Apostles were probably somewhat frightened and confused.  Jesus was with them, then He died, then He rose 
and appeared various times, and then He ascended to the Father before their eyes.  But He also told them that it is good 
that He goes.  In fact, He said that it’s better that He goes.  They must have been confused.  Jesus also told them His Ad-
vocate would come to lead them into all Truth.  So the Apostles went from joy, to fear, to relief and more joy, to confu-
sion and sorrow, to curiosity and uncertainty.  

Sound familiar?  Perhaps that’s the way some find their lives to be.  Ups and downs, twists and turns, joys and sor-
rows.  Each phase reveals something new, something challenging, something glorious or something sorrowful.  The 
good news is that the Father’s plan is unfolding perfectly. 

The part of the perfect plan we find ourselves in with this solemnity is the part where Jesus begins to direct His mission 
of establishing the Kingdom of God from Heaven.  His throne is, in a sense, the driver’s seat of our lives.  From Heaven, 
Jesus suddenly begins to descend continuously into our lives fulfilling His mission in and through the Apostles, as well 
as all of us.  The Ascension does not mean Jesus is gone; rather, it means Jesus is now present to each and every person 
who turns to Him and surrenders their life to His mission.  From Heaven, Jesus is able to be present to all.  He is able to 
live in us and invites us to live in Him.  It’s the new beginning of the Church.  Now all the Apostles need to do is wait 
for the Holy Spirit to descend.  

Reflect, today, upon the abiding and intimate presence of our Lord in your life.   Know that Jesus invites you to share in 
His mission.  From His glorious throne He wants us to “preach everywhere.”  He wants to invite each one of us to do our 
part.  The part of the Father’s plan entrusted to each one of us is not entrusted to another.  We all have a share in that 
plan.  What is your part?  How does Jesus direct His mission through you?  Ponder this question today and know that He 
accompanies you as you say “Yes” to your part in the glorious unfolding of His perfect plan. 

Lord, I do find that my life is filled with many ups, downs, twists and turns.  There are joys and sorrows, moments of 
confusion and clarity.  In all things help me to continually say “Yes” to Your plan.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
 

Catholic-daily-reflections.com 

 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to 
them, was taken up into heaven and took his 
seat at the right hand of God. But they went 
forth and preached everywhere, while the 
Lord worked with them and confirmed the 
word through accompanying signs.     

          ~ Mark 16:19-20 

https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/the-ascension-of-the-lord/
https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/the-ascension-of-the-lord/
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Mark%2016.19-20
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We want to add you to our St Roch Flocknote family.  
To help us communicate better at less cost. 
Please send me your e-mail address so we will be able to 
keep you informed about the news and what is coming up 
in our parish. You can decide which groups you  wish to 
be notified about, like ministries, religious education and/
or special events. Send me an e-mail at my e-mail with 
your name at strochoxford@gmail.com to Terry Ann 
Renaud, questions call 508-987-2382. 

 

334 CLUB  NEWS  
 

The next club will begin the end of May and conclude 
in October followed by our annual dinner. 
Letters for the next club will be sent out in the next 
week or two. Please do not send your dues until you 
receive your letter. 

As always we are  
LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS! 

 

This Club is open to everyone (over 21 years of age)! We 
welcome new parishioners and friends outside the Parish to 
join us!  
 

Here’s how it works: 

 $25.00 dues pays for twenty weeks giving you four 
chances to win $25.00 each week for 20 weeks (that’s 
80 chances!) plus Grand Prizes awarded at the end of 
the club! 

 There are 2 clubs that run during the course of a year. 
The fall club is followed by a dinner in our parish hall - 
free to members! 

 The funds collected over and beyond the prizes are used 
to help supplement our ordinary income to support our 
parish. 

At this time forms for New Members are available by call-
ing 508-987-8987. We are hoping you will join us! 

 

Please call  
508-987-2382  

for updates on all Faith  
       Formation Sessions       

until further notice. 

 

 

Kathy Perry, Owen Benway,  
Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers,  
Raymond Joseph, Craig Ladd, 

Ruth Andrzejczyk, Chloe Barbara Jones, Roseanne Ferlito, 
John Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale  
Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis 
Day, John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Roger St. 
George, Ed Carpenter, James Sumerlin, Bob St. George, Julie 
Guertin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy 
Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Olga 
Brault, Noelle Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, 
James Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan 
Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Dave Boucher, 
Daniel Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley, Alfred 
Bianchi, Fr. Gerard Walsh, Gary Cowperthwaite, Kathleen, 
Kathy Bishop, Nicole Ryan, Kathy B., Anne Englehard, and 
Maurice Erwin. 

 

“OPEN AIR” CONFESSIONS 

SATURDAYS 12-1 PM 

Weather permitting 

 

Fr. Roy will be available for 

Drive Thru  

confessions in the parking lot at 

St. Roch Church.  

Cones will be in place, pull up 

to the designated space, shut off 

your engine, while remaining in 

your car Fr. Roy will hear your 

confession. Only one person 

may be in the car at a time. 

 

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf  
is Open.   

Must Call (508) 987-1062 
to arrange an appointment to  

pick up at the driveway. 
Available to all residents of Oxford. 

 

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an in-
credible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content, all in one place—
books, videos, movies, audios, etc.  

It’s EASY and FREE to Register! A Gift of St. Roch Par-
ish to You!! 
 

Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with 
an incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith. 

 

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an  
incredible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content all in one place— 
eBooks, videos, movies, audios, etc. 

 

It’s EASY and FREE to register! 
 

Visit formed.org and click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password. 
That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with an 
incredible array of resources focused on our rich  
Catholic faith.  

mailto:strochoxford@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=ecumenical%20food%20shelf&rlz=1C1CHZL_enUS718US718&oq=ecumenical+food+shelf&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l7.10321j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&sxsrf=ALeKk03Xj7ygADozaRo1ORwLAfUpxy3hPw:1586303841309&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=41842411,-

