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The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA                        EASTER SUNDAY                                                                    April 4, 2021 

 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 
Rectory Office  ………………………..………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...……..……. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 
 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)          Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM 
Sun 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
M-W-TH-F 8:30 AM 

The Sunday 11:00 Mass will also be 
LIVE-Streamed on the parish website. 

 

Office Hours 
 

During this time, please make every effort to communi-
cate with the staff by phone or email. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 
: 

Apr 4—Acts 10:34a, 37-43, Col 3:1-4, Jn 20:1-9

Apr 5—Acts 2:14, 22-33, Mt 28:8-15 

Apr 6—Acts 2:36-41, Jn 20:11-18 

Apr 7—Acts 3:1-10, Lk 24:13-35 

Apr 8—Acts 3:11-26, Lk 24:35-48 

Apr 9—Acts 4:1-12, Jn 21:1-14 

Apr 10—Acts 4:13-21, Mk 16:9-15 

Apr 11—Acts 4:32-35, 1 Jn 5:1-6, Jn 20:19-31

 

ST. ROCH NOVENA 
 

Let us all continue to recite the Novena to 
St. Roch, the patron saint of those afflicted 
with infectious diseases, daily at home with 
the following prayers ~ 
 

  In the Name of the Father and of  
   the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

   Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be... 
  

Litany in Honor of St. Roch 
 

God our Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth...Have mercy on us 

Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior…              Have mercy on us 

Most Holy Spirit of God…                    Have mercy on us 

Holy Mary, Mother of God…                       Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Mother of the Church…                Pray for us 

Holy Mary and all the Saints…                 Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Queen of Heaven…               Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Patroness of those in danger…         Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Protectress of our seas and land…    Pray for us 

Holy Mary, Comfort of the dying and sorrowing…  Pray for us 

St. Roch devoted servant of God…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those afflicted with 

       infectious diseases…                      Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the poor and hungry…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in Christ…                 Pray for us 

St. Roch, Healer and caregiver…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, our brother in suffering and illness…    Pray for us 

St. Roch, our advocate in time of pain and 

      human misery…                                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the addicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the terminally ill…          Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of those in jails and prisons…   Pray for us 

St. Roch, Intercessor for the homeless…         Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of the afflicted…                Pray for us 

St. Roch, Patron of our parish community…   Pray for us 

St Roch, faithful witness to the healing  

               power of God…                                      Pray for us 
 

 

  Lord God, 
 make me an instrument of your healing; 
 when I am weak and in pain, help me to rest; 
 when I am anxious, help me to wait; 
 when I am fearful, help me to trust; 
 when I am lonely, help me to love; 
 when I place you apart from me, help me to know you  
  are near. 
 Healing God, grant me not so much to demand every 
  thing from myself  as to let others help me; 
  nor to expect others to cure me  
  as to do my own part toward getting better. 
 Grant me not so much to seek escape, as to face my 
  self and learn the depths of your love. 
 For it is in being uncertain and not in control that we  
  find true faith;  in knowing the limits of mind and body that  
  we find wholeness of spirit; and in passing through death  
  that we find life that lasts forever. 
 We ask this, through the intercession of our patron,  
  St. Roch and your Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic 
       

O God, whose Only Begotten 
Son bore the weight of human suffer-
ing for our salvation, hear the prayers 
of your Church for our sick brothers 
and sisters and deliver us from this 
time of trial. pen our ears and our 
hearts to the voice of your Son:  

 

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 
 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public 
servants; give us the wisdom to do what is right and 
the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather 
once again to praise your name in the heart of your 
Church, delivered from all distress and confident in 
your mercy. 
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen  
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               Mass Intentions for the Week 
  Saturday, April 3    4:00 pm  All those memorialized in the Easter Flower List 

  Sunday, April 4    8:30 am    George Garney (25th Anniversary) by the family 

                                          11:00 am    John (11th Anniversary) & Angelina (Julie) (17th Anniversary) Lapomardo  

          by the family            

  Monday,  April 5    8:30 am   Marie Harrington (living) by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 

  Tuesday, April 6    8:30 am    Ryan Bernier by Mom & Dad 

  Wednesday, April 7   8:30 am  Fernand & Marcel LeClair by the family 

  Thursday, April 8   8:30 am  The People of St. Roch Parish  

  Friday, April 9    8:30 am  Fr. Robert Kelley (2nd Anniversary) by St. Roch Parishioners 

  Saturday, April 1    4:00 pm    Those buried at St. Roch Cemetery 

  Sunday, April 11    8:30 am    Henry Smolenski by wife Frances 

                                          11:00 am    Steve Walton by Fr. Roy             

     

  MARCH 27 & 28 
 

 

  Offertory Envelopes                    3,174.00              
  Online Giving                   775.00 
  Other sources of income                   935.00  
  Total                                      4,884.00 
  Weekly Goal                                           5,872.00                                     
  Result                       Thank you!            -       988.00 
   

Your Sacrificial Offering Online Giving Available 
on our website  www.strochoxford.com 

 

Donations for one-time or recurring payments.  
Second collection donations may also be made online. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Online donations made to Partners In Charity may 

only be made through the diocesan website: 
www.partners-charity.net (please note St. Roch parish) 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Imagine the joy of Christ’s grieving followers gathered in the Upper Room when on Easter the Risen 
Lord suddenly  appeared and said, "Peace be with you." Their joy and peace at Christ's Victory must 
have been unbounded as they    recognized Him in their presence. 
 

But not all of Christ's followers shared that joy. Saint Thomas, who was absent, experienced not joy but 
doubt. Two  other disciples after hearing of Christ's Resurrection, instead of immediately joining the oth-

ers, departed Jerusalem and were downcast. Even when Jesus drew near and spoke to them of the Scriptures, they did 
not recognize Him.  Only in the breaking of the bread (the Eucharist) did they recognize Him. Only then did they return 
to Jerusalem to join the    disciples assembled in the Upper Room and share in the joy of Easter. 
 

On this Easter Sunday, after a year of COVID isolation, when we seek peace and joy amidst doubts and losses we can 
profitably reflect on the importance of gathering at the Eucharist. As Jesus came to the disciples gathered together in 
Jerusalem so, too, He is most present to us, not in our individual reflections upon the Scriptures, but when the Scriptures 
and Eucharist are celebrated at Mass. 
 

It has been a long year with necessary and prudent precautions keeping many of us from Sunday Mass. Given the      
extraordinary circumstances of the COVID pandemic, personal prayer, reading the Scriptures and watching the Mass 
live-streamed have been prudent choices for many. However, such choices are all inferior to being present at Sunday 
Mass and receiving the Holy Eucharist, which the Second Vatican Council proclaimed as the source and summit of the 
Church. Like St. Thomas and the disciples on the road to Emmaus, it is harder to recognize Jesus, ward off doubts and 
avoid being downcast by the trials and tragedies of life when we are not nourished by the Eucharist at Sunday Mass. 
 

As signs of progress in the COVID pandemic begin to give way to hope for a return to a more normal life, and as      
vaccines become more widely available, it may be time to begin to consider prayerfully a return to Sunday Mass.      
Certainly, everyone needs to consult family and doctors and use prudence taking into account one’s own circumstances 
and health.  Our parishes will continue to require masks and social distancing and employ sanitary precautions.  As   
society moves towards reopening, may the Holy Spirit guide you, along with prudent medical advice, in your considera-
tion about coming back to Sunday Mass in the weeks and months ahead. 
 

     With every prayerful best wish for a joyous Easter, I remain Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

          Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester  
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   There is only one way to Easter and that is through Lent, remembering all along the way that Easter is our 
goal. While we do acknowledge that we are living in unusual times as we continue to cope with this Covid-19 pan-
demic, there is much that is constant and unchanging. For instance, while the pandemic has frequently reminded us of 
our mortality and made the reality of death unmistakenly present, let’s admit that well before this world-wide crisis 
the fact that we have here no permanent place is something that comes to mind pretty frequently. About forty days ago 
we were soberly reminded “You are dust and unto dust you shall return.” 

   When it comes time to sit at my desk each week to face the discipline and graced opportunity to communi-
cate with you through this bulletin letter I begin by praying to the Lord for direction. I hope that in doing so I am   
docile and attentive. This week entering into the first days of Holy Week what came to mind were some recent con-
versations that I had with my parishioners about the topic of mortality and the hope and comfort their faith brings 
them. 

   This past Monday I have begun once again a ministry that I have valued and have really missed; bringing 
Holy Communion to my homebound parishioners. This for the most part had to be put on hold due to the contagious 
coronavirus. However, about a week ago I got my second vaccine shot and felt confident that I would not be endan-
gering any vulnerable people. I have actually felt very healthy through this ordeal. You might even have heard me say: 
“By the grace of God I’ve never felt better.” 

   Over and over again throughout the day in one visit after another we were able to testify to one another our 
deep conviction that we are a most fortunate people because we know Jesus and share a conviction that His victory 
over sin, satan and death is something we are confident about. One parishioner has been dealing with a significant 
cancer for several years. He witnessed to me that since his return to church and the practice of his faith he is at peace 
and has the courage to keep fighting the disease. That day he was particularly grateful to be alive as his daughter was 
going to deliver his first grandchild.  

   A few visits later I was at the bedside of a woman who has been coping with a disabling condition that has 
her pretty much bedbound, but can give you a smile that cheers your heart. Though her voice is soft and at times    
almost inaudible she prays the Our Father clear and distinctly. Not afraid of dying she’s happy to be alive. 

   The last visit that day was with an elderly man who is a great storyteller. He took out a large framed picture 
of his three brothers and seven sisters taken at the wedding of one of his sisters. “What memories I have of all of us 
together. My father would make the toys we found under the Christmas tree, a dollhouse for one sister, a sled for my 
brother. They are all gone now, but I know I’ll meet them again. First thing for every holiday, we went to church.” 

   Yes, these blessed encounters with my parishioners helps me rejoice and overflow with gratitude for the gift 
of faith understood as “confidence concerning what we hope for conviction about what we do not yet see.” For me it is 
centered on the Lord, Jesus and summed up in these lives from a hymn written by St. Thomas Aquinas. 

              “The manger, Christ their equal made. 

            That upper room, their soul’s repast. 

             The cross, their ransom clearly paid. 

      And heaven, their high reward at last” 

 

 

A glorious Easter for you and all your loved ones near and far. 

   Let us continue to love and pray for one another, 

          Fr. Roy 
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'What does love mean?' 4 - 8-year-olds’ 
answers are broader, deeper, & more pro-
found than anyone could ever imagine! 

'When my grandmother got arthritis, she 
couldn't bend over & paint her toenails 
anymore… So, my grandfather does it for 
her all the time, even when his hands got 
arthritis too. That's love.' Rebecca age 8 

'When someone loves you, the way they say 
your name is different. You just know that your name is safe in their 
mouth.' Billy age 4 

'Love is when a girl puts on perfume & a boy puts on shaving cologne 
& they go out & smell each other.' Karl - age 5 

'Love is when you go out to eat & give somebody most of your French 
fries without making them give you any of theirs.' Chrissy age 6 

'Love is what makes you smile when you're tired.' Terri - age 4 

'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy & she takes a 
sip before giving it to him, to make sure the taste is OK.' Danny age 8 

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening 
presents & just listen.' Bobby - age 7 (Wow!) 

'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who 
you hate.' Nikka age 6 
(we need a few million more Nikka's on this planet) 

'Love is when you tell a guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every 
day.' Noelle age 7 

'Love is like a little old woman & man who are still friends even after 
they know each other so well.' Tommy age 6 

'During my piano recital, I was on a stage & I was scared. I looked at 
all the people watching me & saw my daddy waving & smiling. He 
was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared anymore.' Cindy age 8 

'Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of chicken.' Elaine 
age 5 

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly & sweaty & still says he is 
handsomer than Robert Redford.' Chris - age 7 

'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone 
all day.' Mary Ann age 4 

'I know my older sister loves me because she gives me all her old 
clothes & has to go out & buy new ones.' Lauren - age 4 

'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up & down & little stars 
come out of you.' (what an image!) Karen - age 7 

'You really shouldn't say 'I love you' unless you mean it. But if you 
mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget.' Jessica age 8 

Finally: a 4-year-old whose next-door neighbor, an elderly gentleman 
had recently lost his wife, seeing the man cry, the little boy went into 
the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap, & just sat there. When 
his mother asked what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said, 
'Nothing, I just helped him cry.' 

 

 

 
K-8 SCHEDULE 

 

Apr.  4    (Easter Sunday) no class 
  18   9:40 am k-1,3,4,6 in center 5,8 online 
  11, 25  Homework 
May    2, 16  9:40 am k-1,3,4,6 in center 5,8 online 
  9    (Mother’s Day) no classes   

 

 
 
 
Apr.    4    (Easter Sunday) No Class 
  18   Homework 
  11, 25  6:45-8 pm Session 
May   2    Confirmation Practice 7:15pm 
  6   Confirmation Celebration 7:00 pm 

 

Apr  4   Easter Sunday  no class 
   10  5 pm  Family Mass 
   18  9:40 am 1st Sacrament in  
    Parish Hall 
   11, 25 Homework 
May 2   9:40 am 1st Sacrament in  

            Parish Hall 
    9   (Mother’s Day)  no classes 
   16   Eucharist Celebration tentative - details TBA 
   23   Pentecost 
 

Have you ever awoken to a day that cries out for 
praise to God? How did you respond to the day? 
How did God act in your life that day? 

Some days so glorious they shout praise to God. 
Springtime or early summer have their share of those 
days, as sunshine spreads everywhere. The cool 
morning feels good, the colors of flowers seem irre-
sistible. These are days of hope; it feels good to be 
alive. 

Psalm 118 has some of the most famous lines in 
Scripture... "This the day the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad." "The stone which the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was done 
by the Lord, so it is not wonderful in our sight?"  

In the book of psalms, 118 ended a cycle of praise 
psalms (113-118). It was recited with the 4th cup of 
wine during the Passover; the psalm was a royal 
prayer of thanksgiving for victory over the nation's 
enemies, one of confident hope; with God at our 
side, whom should he fear?  

The imperative to praise for the Lord's activity in 
life should give us pause. How many times has he 
acted in our lives to save us from near disaster? How 
many times has he given us second chances? If we 
gave praise to God for as many times as he inter-
vened in our lives, we would spend most of our time 
in prayer. 
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  THE OXFORD ECUMENICAL  
FOOD SHELF  

 

The Ecumenical Food Shelf is once again 
actively seeking donations to replenish its 
supply of food given out each week. They 
look forward to the Food Shelf opening its 
doors but in the meantime they are still 
very generously providing to whoever 

drives up looking for a weekly order.  

Please consider dropping off any non-perishable foods in 
the bins inside the church near the front doors. Paper and 
plastic grocery bags are also needed. Thank you! 

 

“The Lord is truly risen!” 

Are you being called to proclaim the truth 
of the Lord’s resurrection as a priest, dea-

con, religious sister or brother? 

Contact the Vocation Office at              
508-630-4473 or email:  

director@worcestervocations.com 

 

 
 
 

 

     Kathy Perry, Owen Benway,      

Al Sinkis, Andrew Rivers, Raymond Joseph, Craig Ladd, Chloe 

Barbara Jones, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, 

John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen 

Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, Timothy 

Bowes, Anita Prunier, Roger St. George, Ed Carpenter, James 

Sumerlin, Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy 

Rodier, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle 

Silverstein, Edward  Wissell, Eric Lambert, James Quaiel, 

Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris 

Prouty, Maureen Germain, Dave Boucher, Daniel Ivascyn, 

Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley Gary Ryan, Kathy B., Anne 

Englehard, Maurice Erwin, Karen Cowperthwaite. 

 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 17 

     

    # 181 Elaine Gendron 
    # 320 Jill Carter 
    # 434 Jackie Daury 
    # 314 Robert Clouthier 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 

         

 
 
 
 

 

  The St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet on  
  Monday, May 3rd at 6:30 in the church hall. 

 

 

Renew or begin your 
subscription today!  
 

A full year subscription is only $39! When you sub-
scribe you are not only receiving a quality weekly news-
paper you are also supporting St. Roch Parish. Your en-
velope may be placed in any collection basket. Extra en-
velopes are available at the entrances of the church.  

 

 Last weekend was In Pew   
 Commitment Weekend for  
 the 2020 Partners in Charity  
 Appeal. Once a year , we  
 commit ourselves to this on 
 going work by supporting  
 this life giving appeal. We   
 reflect on God’s great gener-

osity and respond with generous giving of our own.  
 

With your support, faith in action is visible every day in 
the compassionate outreach of Catholic Charities, to the 
least among us; in the prayerful witness of our retired 
priests and the joy of new priestly vocations; to the many 
diocesan ministries and programs that heal, teach and 
care for others Watch the Appeal Video at home this 
week at www.partners-charity.net. Please come to Mass 
next weekend prepared to make a commitment to the ap-
peal. You can also make your gift online at www. part-
ners-charity.net. Please do not use the Online-Giving 
module on the parish website. Thank you. 
Our goal is $42,800. To date we have received $23,955 
in pledges and gifts. Thank you very much for your love 
of church and neighbor.  

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
 

may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 
Monday, April 5th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you! 

MOTHER’S DAY  
GIFT BAG DRIVE 

During the month of April our thoughts 
go to those in need. The St. Vincent de 
Paul Society is sponsoring a Mother’s 
Day Drive to let mothers who are expe-
riencing hard times know that they are 
not forgotten. We ask that you purchase 
personal care items for women. These 

items will be packaged and given to a mother at the Vet-
eran’s Shelter, New Hope Woman’s Shelter, and PIP 
Shelter.  

We feel that all mothers should be remembered in a spe-
cial way. Some personal care items might include sham-
poo, body sprays, lotions, emery boards, razors, tooth-
paste, floss, toothbrushes, makeup, powder, etc.  Drop off 
bins will be located by the entrance doors of the church. 


