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                            St. Roch Church Hall 
 
 
 

  

          Saturday, December 4, 2021  8 am—2 pm 
 
 

     Themed Baskets Raffle, Hand Crafted Items,  
    Timeless Treasures, Bake Sale, Delicious Lunch 

 
 

        “Kid’s Christmas Shoppe”2-3 pm 

     All gifts are priced $5.00 and under in this “adult-free zone” 
          Santa’s helpers will help each child shop and  
                     offer free gift wrapping. 

 

Many Volunteers and Donations Needed!   

   I will donate: 

   Baked Goods____  Raffle Basket____ Basket Items____  Craft Items____  Children Gift Items ($5 or under) ____ 

 Gift Certificates for the raffle _____  Gift Certificates for Market Basket _______ 
 

 Kitchen items needed: Vanilla, Small Pasta for Soup, Carrots, Onions, Celery, Parsley, Onion Powder,  

 Garlic Powder, Salt, Pepper, Oregano, Celery Salt, Cinnamon, Tuna, Mustard, Relish, Hot Dog Rolls, Water,  

 Soda, Snack Bags of Chips, Cocoa Powder Packets, Apple Cider.  

    

 Donations can be dropped off  now in the parish center Room 2  or  in the church hall after Thanksgiving. 
 

   I will volunteer:  For Set-Up Thurs_____ Fri______    For Breakdown Sat 2-4 pm______ 
 

  I will work in booth where needed  8-10_____  11-1_____  12-2_____  Kitchen help _____ 

   

   Name_________________________________    Phone # ________________________ 
 

Call Lynn Soucy at 774-633-5611 or the rectory at 508-987-8987. 

Email Lynn at ghft197518@gmail.com 

Please Join Us!!! 
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               Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

  Saturday, Nov 20  4:00 pm    Kenneth Lucier (8th Anniversary) by wife Dolly 

  Sunday, Nov 21  8:30 am    Doris Bombard by Bob & Patty Bombard 

       11:00 am    Suzanne Sullivan by Tom & Palmina Griffin

  Monday,  Nov 22  8:30 am  Susan Myers by Palmina Griffin 

  Tuesday, Nov 23  8:30 am    No Mass 

  Wednesday, Nov 24 8:30 am  No Mass ~ Fr. Roy celebrating Mass at St. Paul’s Cathedral 

  Thursday, Nov 25 8:30 am  St. Roch Parishioners 

  Friday, Nov 26  8:30 am  Ken V. Mills (living) by Paula Miner  

  Saturday, Nov 27  4:00 pm    Richard Hanson by Terry Ann & Ed Renaud 

  Sunday, Nov 28  8:30 am    Monica Laverdure by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 

       11:00 am    John Sullivan by Tom & Palmina Griffin and family

 

 A second collection will be taken up this   
 weekend, November 20 & 21 for the  
 The Campaign for Human Development.  

    We thank you for your generosity. 

     

    NOV 13 & 14 
 

   Offertory Envelopes             3,928.00              
  Online Giving                    370.00 
  Fuel             1,825.00 
  Other sources of income                      181.00 
  Total                                    6,304.00 
  Weekly Goal                                 5,872.00                           
  Result             Thank you!             +     432.00 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

Online Giving Available 
on our website  www.strochoxford.com 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 
Rectory Office  …………………………..……(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...……..……. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)          Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM 
Sun 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
M-W-TH-F 8:30 AM 

The Sunday 11:00 Mass will also be 
LIVE-Streamed on the parish website. 

 
 

Office Hours 
 

 Monday-Thursday 9 am—4 pm 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

           CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

Christmas Flower envelopes received     
by December 14th will be enrolled in a  
special memorial listing to be inserted  
in the bulletin the weekend of December 
25 & 26. 

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!  
 

Call or email your legislators, let them 
know you are a Massachusetts voter, and 
say NO Physician Assisted Suicide! 
Log on to www.macatholic.org and fol-
low the links to find contact information for:  
 

 Your individual State Senator and Representative via 
address and zip code link. 

 

 Sen. Ryan Fattman 617-722-1420 
  ryan.fattman@masenate.gov 
 

 Rep. Joseph McKenna   617-722-2060 
  joseph.mckenna@mahouse.gov 
 

 For individuals without internet access, please call 
the Massachusetts Catholic Conference at 617-746-
5630 for legislative contact information.  

 
 
 

 
One of the best attended services of the year is this annual 
gathering with the other churches in town to pray and 
give thanks for the multitude of blessings we have re-
ceived. This year The Oxford Congregational Church is 
hosting the Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 
23rd at 7 pm. Please plan on attending.  
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   Once again I find myself in the chapel at Visitation House during our monthly day of Eucharistic Adoration. 
In my musings while composing my letter for this week’s bulletin I am aware that this is the week that includes Thanks-
giving and that this Tuesday, November 23rd we will once again be able to gather at 7 pm with the faithful from many 
of the other parishes for a Service of Thanks. This Service is a beautiful, prayerful time filled with wonderful music. 
Each congregation selects a hymn, so I thought it most appropriate to reflect with you why I chose “How Can I Keep 
On Singing.” 
 
   In my estimation it’s a piece of music that is saturated with gratitude for the gift of faith. In the face of the 
storm, and every life contains a series of storms, there is gratitude that deep faith and trust in God, who is recognized as 
Love (John in his Gospel says simply, “God is Love”) allows the believer to remain calm and unshaken. Conscious of 
the enormity of this blessing impels the believer to burst forth with singing. 
 
   Is there another blessing that can compare with an authentic gift of faith? Deep in my heart to know the peace 
of Christ is to be constantly replenished, like an ever flowing  fountain; to know for certain that I am His and He is mine 
influences every aspect of my life. It makes all the difference in this world and in the next. 
 
   I am most grateful that week after week I have the privilege of gathering with my people, leading them in 
prayer and opening the meaning of the Word of God and seeing how it applies to our lives today. At times I feel like the 
luckiest man in the world. How can I keep from singing! Then the thought comes, knowing the tonal quality of my 
voice, I imagine some people saying, “How can we stop him from singing?!” 
 
 
 
 

   Also musing here at Visitation House; it comes to mind for me that we should all be grateful for the awesome 
gift of life. All life matters and is precious no matter how small, or vulnerable or frail. It has been a busy day at the 
House, Lavander Joy (just 3 days old) came into the House by the side door near the parking lot and another resident 
left through the front door on her way to the hospital in labor. The Knights of Columbus are coming to Mass this even-
ing and these five men from Our Lady of Loreto/Mt. Carmel parish are bringing an Italian supper that they themselves 
prepared. 
 
   Thank God that there are sanctuaries of life like Visitation House, especially when you read about proposed 
legislation in our state that would give a minimum of $200,000 to each pubic university to provide on-campus abortions, 
to say nothing of the ever recurring legislation that would allow doctors to prescribe deadly doses of drugs to patients 
who may be under duress or suffering from depression.  
 
   When God is removed from consideration because people have abandoned the faith then dark and desperate 
things happen. Who, but God alone can determine the beginnings and the end of life. Once we have replaced the author-
ity of God and His dominion over us with legislation of our own making, then the singing might be silenced. I am ever 
an optimist and I feel confident that the forces of life will prevail over those who use death as a solution. 
       
               Abandon grumbling, Adopt gratitude. 

 
 

Let Us Continue to Love and Pray for One Another, 
 
 
 

Fr. Roy 
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Kindergarten to Grade 8 & First Sacraments  
 
  

NOV  
21    9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & First sacraments 
20   5:30 pm          Family Mass Belonging 
28         K-8 Service projects /homework 
Note: Parish Center Office Closed November 23-30 
 

DEC 
4   8 am—2 pm Christmas Bazaar in church hall 
5, 19    9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & First sacraments 
12, 26                          K-8 Service projects /homework 
 

JAN 
2                                       Vacation no class 
9, 23  9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & 1st sacraments 
16        1:00 pm        First Reconciliation Celebration 
16, 30                 K-8 Service projects /homework  
 

FEB 
6    9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & First sacraments 
12   5:30     Family Mass Listening  
12-13   ALL MASSES  Soup-er Bowl Collection  
13    9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & First sacraments 
20, 27    School vacation  - Service/homework 
 

MAR 
2         ASH WEDNESDAY 
7, 9, 14, 16      Novena 
6, 20  9:40 - 10:50 am K-8 & First sacraments 

 

All Sessions 6:30-8:00 pm in parish hall 
 

 

NOV 
21, 28      Service projects /homework  
Note: Parish Center Office Closed November 23-30 
  
 

DEC 
4     8 am—2 pm Christmas Bazaar in church hall 
 
5, 19, 26     Service projects /homework       
12               Session 6:30-8              
 

JAN 
2                 Vacation no class 
7-9     High School Retreat details TBA 
16, 23      Service projects /homework 
30        Session 6:30-8            
 

FEB 
6, 13, 20       Service projects /homework  
12-13        Soup-er Bowl Collection  
27        Session 6:30-8            
 

November 28 is the first Sunday of Advent…  
So, what is Advent?  

 

Advent means “arrival” or “coming.” It’s a season of expecta-
tion & hope. Advent enriches Christmas by allowing time to 
reflect & remember. Believers across the world spend the 
weeks before Christmas preparing for that day of beauty & 
light. 

The first recorded mention of Advent occurred at a meeting of 
church leaders in Spain in the 300’s A.D. The Council of Sar-
agossa encouraged people to attend church daily between Dec. 
17-29. Eventually it grew into a month-long season. 

Traditions vary by country, but people celebrate Advent all 
over the world. Each country or faith contributes something 
unique. 

Eastern Orthodox believers take part in a Nativity Fast that 
begins Nov. 15 & ends Dec. 24. During the fast, they ab-
stain from meat, dairy, fish, wine, & oil. 

German Christians set four candles in an evergreen Advent 
wreath. Each Sunday preceding Christmas, they light an-
other candle while singing Christmas songs. 

In China, families put up a “tree of light” & decorate it 
with lanterns, flowers, & red paper chains. Some give ap-
ples on Christmas Eve because the Chinese word for apple 
sounds like the word for peace. 

In the Philippines, people attend nine different early morn-
ing masses with the final mass occurring on Christmas 
Day. They decorate a bamboo pole with a lighted “lantern” 
that represents the star followed by the wise men. 

In Costa Rica, families decorate their houses with tropical 
flowers & set up a nativity scene. On Christmas Eve, eve-
ryone dresses up & attends Midnight Mass. 

Celebrating Advent means joining Christians across the world 
all through the centuries to celebrate the coming of Jesus. 

How will you prepare for the arrival or coming of Our Savior 
this year? 

A Jesse Tree is a celebration of Jesus’ genealogy, taking 
time to review the stories found in the Old & New Testament, 
you can create a Jesse Tree with ornaments that correspond 
with a Bible story, then put each ornament on as you read the 
story each night. 

There are so many Advent calendars available, the classes 
have one they will take home. 

Book a Day, for  readers allows them to unwrap a present 
every morning! Christmas books for Advent, unwrap a book 
to read throughout the day. It’s fun to get them at the library 
& try out to see which ones to buy to add to your collec-
tion.  This can become a fun & free Advent tradition!  

Nativity Story before bedtime, read par t of the nativity 
story. 

There are wonderful devotions for Advent & many are free 
online!  No matter if 5 minutes or an hour, the key is to set 
aside time during Advent for personal reflection & pray-
er. Check out The Greatest Gift, Jesus Story Book              
Bible, Unwrapping The Greatest Gift, Watch for the 
Light, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus , & The Dawning of 
Indestructible Joy.  

No matter what you do, the purpose is set aside time each 
day in Advent to pause & celebrate Jesus, the miracle of 
Christmas. 

https://www.amazon.com/Greatest-Gift-Unwrapping-Story-Christmas/dp/1414387083/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417285043&sr=8-1&keywords=the+greatest+gift
https://www.amazon.com/Unwrapping-Greatest-Gift-Celebration-Christmas/dp/1414397542/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1417285063&sr=8-2&keywords=the+greatest+gift
https://www.amazon.com/Watch-Light-Readings-Advent-Christmas/dp/087486917X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417285078&sr=8-1&keywords=watch+for+the+light
https://www.amazon.com/Watch-Light-Readings-Advent-Christmas/dp/087486917X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417285078&sr=8-1&keywords=watch+for+the+light
https://www.amazon.com/Come-Thou-Long-Expected-Jesus-Experiencing/dp/1433501805/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1417285095&sr=1-1&keywords=come+thou+long+expected+jesus
https://www.amazon.com/Dawning-Indestructible-Joy-Readings-Advent/dp/1433542366/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1417285117&sr=1-1&keywords=the+dawning+of+indestructible+joy
https://www.amazon.com/Dawning-Indestructible-Joy-Readings-Advent/dp/1433542366/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1417285117&sr=1-1&keywords=the+dawning+of+indestructible+joy


6 

The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA          OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE         NOVEMBER 21, 2021 

 

 

 
 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet on Monday, 
December 6th at 6:00 PM in the church hall. 

        OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF 
    

 

It's time for Operation Christmas Child 
Shoe Boxes!!!  

Sharing God’s love by sending young boys 
and girls all over the world shoe boxes 

packed with small gifts. 
 

 

Want to make it a family event? Include a Christmas card 
with everyone's first name in it & a special message to 
the child who will open your box. Here’s How: 

1  Find a Shoebox.  

2  Girl or Boy? age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.  

3 Fill with Gifts Do Not Include Candy; toothpaste; 
used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy 
guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; 
seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or 
vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes. 

4  Pray  

COAT & BOOT DRIVE 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will continue 
the boot drive through the month of  Novem-
ber for the needy in our area. Clean used for 

children, women, and men are desperately needed for 
local shelters. Boots may be placed in the 
bins at the church entrances.  

 

Please return by  
December 5th. Thank you! 

 

           Kathy Perry, Al Sinkis,  

   Andrew Rivers, Raymond  

Joseph, Craig Ladd, Chloe     

Barbara Jones, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, 

John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen 

Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, Timothy 

Bowes, Anita Prunier, Judy Rodier, Roger St. George, Ed  

Carpenter, James Sumerlin, Francis  DeSimone, Robert & 

Beverly Burns, Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, 

Noelle Silverstein, Edward Wissell, Eric Lambert, James 

Quaiel, Yvonne Mathurin, Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, 

Doris Prouty, Maureen Germain, Dave Boucher, Daniel 

Ivascyn, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley, Gary Ryan, Anne 

Englehard, Karen Cowperthwaite, Jon Moore, Dave Shuster, 

Floyd Supernault, B.J. Lapierre, Barbara Wessell, Cameron 

Michael Sweeney, Dawn Clarkson, Lee Ann Morin, Liz Z,  

Fr. David Curran, Aiden Harper, Cynthia Clark, Michelle 

Kasprzycki and family. 

Urban Missionaries of  

Our Lady of Hope 

Christmas Giving Tree 

Next weekend a display will be 
placed in the church with tags for 
girls and boys from the Worcester 

area who without the generosity of others will miss out 
on the joy of receiving gifts this Christmas.  

If you are interested, please take a tag, purchase a gift 
appropriate for the child’s age and return by Noon on 
Sunday,  December 12th with the tag attached. 

Please do not wrap the gift.  

Also near the display will be instructions you may take 
with you with other ways of donating such as obtaining  a 
“virtual tag.”  

You may also call 508-269-9596 to request assistance in 
the case you do not have access to a computer. You may 
visit www.urbanmissionaries.com for more info.     
Thank you and may God bless you ! 

Donations will be accepted in the Parish Center  
until November 20

th
.   

        Needed ~ A box of cake mix and frosting. 

    Each church is responsible for a specific  
    donation to hand out for our Christmas  
    dinner package.  Food (cake mix and   
    frosting) must be donated no later than 
Sunday December 12th. These can be left in the box 
for food donations inside the front doors of the church. 

 

Sacred Relics of the Saints  
 

Treasures of the Church ministry provides people with an 
opportunity to experience God through an encounter with 
the relics of His saints in the form of exposition. Each 
exposition includes a presentation on each relic as well as 
the opportunity to venerate the relics. The veneration is a 
communion with the heroes of our Christian faith.  

The relics include: St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of    
Lisieux (the Little Flower), St. Francis of Assisi,           
St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas and St. 
Faustina Kowalska. The highlight is a relic of the True 
Cross, and a piece of the Veil, that according to tradition, 
is believed to have belonged to Our Lady.  

Sacred Heart Parish is proud 
to host this amazing presenta-
tion on November 28, 2021 at 
2pm. The presentation will 
take place at the Sacred Heart    
Parish Hall, 11 Day St,    
Webster. All are welcome.  


