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The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA         THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 

 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM 
Sun 8:30 & 10:00 AM 

 

M-W-TH-F 8:30 AM 
 

The Sunday 10:00 Mass will also be LIVE-Streamed 
on the parish website. 

 
 

       Confessions ~ Saturdays 3-3:30 pm 
                              Tuesdays 6-7 pm or by appointment  

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9 am—4 pm 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 
 

 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office … 508) 987-8987          Fax … (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 
 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Associate Pastor                     Rev. James J. Boulette 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant              Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 

              Mass Intentions for the Week 
  

 Saturday, September 10  4:00 pm   Sally & Sam Picca by the family 

 Sunday, September 11  8:30 am    Henry Smolenski (25th Anniversary) by wife Frances 

          11:00 am  Del Baarda by Normand & Maureen Peloquin

 Monday, September 12  8:30 am  Jak Miner and Monica Laverdure by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 

 Tuesday, September 13  8:30 am    No Mass 

 Wednesday, September 14 8:30 am  Fr. Stephen Johnson by Fr. Roy 

 Thursday, September 15 8:30 am    Sally & Sam Picca by the family 

 Friday, September 16  8:3 0 am  Joseph McDonald by daughter Sandy 

 Saturday, September 17  4:00 pm   Judy Westerberg by Aunt Moe 

 Sunday, September 18  8:30 am    Ryan Bernier by Mom & Dad 

          11:00 am  Marcel LeClaire by wife Ann

 A second collection will be taken up this 
 weekend, September 10 & 11 for Repairs  
 & Maintenance. We thank you again for  
 your continued generosity. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 
 

 

Sept 11—Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/ 1 Tm 1:12-17/ Lk 15:1-32 

Sept 12—1 Cor 11:17-26, 33/ Lk 7:1-10 

Sept 13—1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a/ Lk 7:11-17 

Sept 14—Nm 21:4b-9/ Phil 2:6-11/ Jn 3:13-17 

Sept 15—1 Cor 15:1-11/ Jn 19:25-27 

Sept 16—1 Cor 15:12-20/ Lk 8:1-3 

Sept 17—1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49/ Lk 8:4-15 

Sept 18—Am 8:4-7/ 1 Tm 2:1-8/ Lk 16:1-13 

 

      Sept 3 & 4 
 

 

 

  Offertory Envelopes              4,348.00              
  Online Giving                 512.00 
Other sources of income               885.00        

  Total                            5,745.  
  Weekly Goal                                    5,872.00                           
  Result                       Thank you!          -      127.00  
 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

Online Giving Available—So Very Easy! 
on our website  www.strochoxford.com 

 

 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet in the church hall 
on Monday, September 12th at 6:00 pm. 
 

Finance Committee will meet in the rectory on Thurs-
day, September 22nd at 6:30 pm. 

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
 

may be dropped off in the church kitchen on  
Monday, September 12th before 3:00 PM. 

CHURCH INTERIOR LIGHTING PROJECT 
 

The two spotlights in the sanctuary will be replaced with 
new lights that will save on wattage but more importantly 
do not heat up. The existing ones are a fire hazard. A light 
will be installed on the ceiling and be directed onto the 
wooden crucifix that is above our altar. Mass will be 
greatly enhanced with some of these changes. Other lights 
will also be addressed and updated. The antique chande-
liers will remain.    

The total project will cost $6,325. Donations have been 
generously coming in. If you would like to contribute, 
please let us know or put your donation in any collection 
basket with a note marked “Lighting”. Thank you! 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM   Sun 8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

M-W-TH-F 8:30 AM 
 

The Sunday 10:00 Mass will be LIVE-Streamed on 
the parish website. 

 

       Confessions ~ Saturdays 3-3:30 pm 
                              Tuesdays 6-7 pm or by appointment  

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9 am—4 pm 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   As you might expect during this time when we are focusing on one of our most fundamental beliefs, that 
is the Eucharist, that I will focus on this topic in my weekly letter, I can easily say that it is the most awesome and 
priceless gift ever given. However, lets face the facts today that many people seem to think that the Mass is boring, 
that it’s not relevant to how we live our lives today. Often times as I look out at my congregation I have the impres-
sion that a large number of my people are disengaged. I’ve lived through the transition from Latin to the vernacu-
lar. It was then the hope that this would engage people more in worship. 

   In truth there is no problem with the Mass. People of all places and times have found it to be the life-
transforming centerpiece of their spiritual lives. I remember reading about Catholics in Elizabethan England during 
the persecution risking their lives to assemble. They were longing for the Eucharist but they didn’t have a priest, so 
they would reverently unfold the corporal (the piece of cloth that I put the host and chalice on), and after listening 
to the readings they would process by and with devotion, some in tears, touch the corporal.   

   I am simply unable to accept that the Mass is boring. I am unwilling to accept that it is irrelevant to our 
lives, though I do think we need to consider if our lives are irrelevant to the Mass. How do we move beyond bore-
dom to a richer experience of the Mass? Some effort has to be made on the part of those who do show up. 

   First of all we have to prepare for the most important spiritual encounter of the week; of our lives. We 
prepare for everything we consider important. It is unreasonable to walk through the doors as the music is playing 
on Sunday and expect to have a powerful and personal spiritual experience without some preparation. What kind of 
homily would I be able to preach each week if I didn’t spend time preparing? For the most part I’m doing this 
alone. I miss Fr. Michael Lavallee because we’d meet every Thursday morning and read and discuss the Sunday 
readings. Do you have a spouse or someone else that you can share the upcoming Sunday readings with? Talk 
about what strikes you in these readings and why. You might even want to close with some spontaneous prayer. 

   I believe that the Word of God has the power to transform our lives. Do you think that the Word of God 
can transform us with one quick reading on a Sunday morning where we are surrounded by a thousand distrac-
tions? One way of valuing the inspired Scriptures is by opening the missalette and finding this Sunday’s readings 
and following along with the printed word before your eyes. The benefit of both hearing and seeing. It’s an aid to 
minimize distraction, you’re not noticing who is at church or who is not, by what someone is wearing or what 
someone is not wearing. 

   Preparation may be the most powerful tool at your disposal to improve your experience at Mass. We love 
what we know. This is the first step toward a more engaging experience of Mass. Then might I suggest you turn off  
the radio as you drive to Church and arrive a few minutes early to consciously place ourselves in the presence of 
God. 

   Once the Mass has begun resolve to LISTEN, not passively but actively. A critical component of any 
successful relationship is listening. Listen to what God is saying to you in the music, through the readings, in the 
homily. Listen in the quiet of your heart. Perhaps one thing will strike you. Once that has been revealed spend the 
rest of the Mass praying about how you can live that one thing in the coming week. Each Sunday we can have an 
intimate encounter with God in the Mass. Perhaps here, more than anywhere else, God wants to speak to you. 

  There is so much more that I want to share with you about this priceless gift and this place of live-giving 
encounter, and I will. 

Let us continue to love one another, 
 

Fr. Roy 
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      OXFORD FOOD SHELF 
 

          Sponsored by the Oxford Ecumenical Council 

            Hours: Thursdays 4:30—6:30 pm   

(closed holidays) 

      4 Maple Road, Oxford 

Lower level of the Oxford Community Center 
 

  Emergency Grocery Assistance. Open to  
  all residents of Oxford. Also open to non- 
  residents who are “registered” members  
  of an Oxford Church. 
  Registration takes about 10 minutes during   
  the first visit. Must bring a picture ID  
  (driver’s license) showing current Oxford   
  address, and a current utility bill showing  
  name and Oxford address. 
______________________________________________ 

 

Donations for the Food Shelf are gratefully accepted.  
There is a designated bin inside the front door of our 
church for dry & canned goods. Paper & plastic bags are 
also needed. Thank you! 

 
 

WE HAVE A GREAT NEED 
for 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

 Father Jim will be training new   
 Altar Servers. Interested children 

in 3rd grade and up, please call the rectory 508-987-8987 
or see Fr. Jim after Mass.    
 

~Adult Servers Needed Too!~ 

 

Test Your Sacramental Knowledge! 
 

Adult Quiz Time 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper  

   The earliest Christians all believed in and celebrated 
the Eucharist just like Catholics today. 

 

     a) True  b) False 

 

Kids’ Quiz Time 
 

The Body & Blood 
 

A ______is the special cup the priest 
uses at the altar to hold the Blood of 
Christ. 

      
 

   a) chalice    b) polar  pop    c) goblet    d) dixie cup 

Save the Date -- 2022 Celebrate Priesthood Gala 
 

On Thursday, October 20, 2022, the Diocese of 
Worcester will hold the Ninth Annual Celebrate Priest-
hood – Taste of the Diocese Gala at St. Paul Diocesan Jr./
Sr. High School. Watch for notices on how you can sup-
port this important fundraiser for Priests’ Retirement with 
sponsorships, program book ads, food tables and tickets.  
Visit worcesterdiocese.org to learn more. 

Cemetery News 
Deadline for foundation orders is September 15th. 

If you are in the process of ordering a stone or marker at 
St. Roch’s Cemetery, be sure the order is received at the 
rectory office from the monument company by this date. 
All orders received after will be scheduled for the Spring. 

Serra Club  
of Southern         

Worcester County 

You are cordially invited to attend 
the  Serra Club of Southern Worces-
ter County’s Monthly gathering on 

Wednesday, September 21 at Saint Roch’s Church in 
Oxford. Our Meetings begin with Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament at 5:00 P.M. in Saint Roch’s, followed 
by Mass at 5:30 P.M.  We gather immediately after Mass 
(about 6:45 P.M.) at Point Breeze for the meeting and a 
guest speaker.  If you cannot attend Mass and Adoration, 
consider at least joining us for dinner. 

We invite you to come and take a closer look at what our 
specific ministry entails. We support the current seminari-
ans and those discerning a vocation to religious life in the 
Diocese of Worcester. We hope you will attend and by 
God’s grace join our group.  

Our chaplain is Reverend Michael J. Roy, Pastor of Saint 
Roch’s Church and Saint Ann’s Church in Oxford and 
North Oxford, respectively.  All are welcome!  Come and 
see what our members do for the future of the Church!  
Please RSVP to Roland Malboeuf at (508) 612-0251. 

Upcoming Cursillo Weekends 

“Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock…” It’s time. Time to learn more 
about your Faith. Time to experience 
what our religion can do for you. Jesus is 
waiting for you, personally.  Cursillo 

weekends are a wonderful, fun way to give you a start on 
this journey.  

Two weekends are coming up for the fall of 2022:  
Women’s weekend Thursday evening Oct. 6 to 9 and   
Men’s weekend Thursday evening  Nov. 10 to 13.   

Visit www.fourthday.org and download an application 
today or call Pam Hamilton at 774-239-8909 if you have 
any questions. You will be so very glad you did! 
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CATECHETICAL  
SUNDAY 

 

St. Roch  
Religious Education & 

Faith Formation  
 
 

 
 

OPENING DAY  —  Sept 18  

PARENT MEETING K-8      9:30-11AM 

Meet in parish hall, teachers will greet, then take     
children to classrooms tables. 
 

 

CLASS TIMES:   K-8    9:40-10:50AM 

        9-12 6:30-8:00 PM 

 

CLASS LOCATIONS : 
          
 

     PARISH CENTER       
 

Grades 1     room 4  Mr. & Mrs. Friend    

Grades 3-4     room 3     Mrs. Soucy       

Grades 2    room 5     Mrs. Connolly     

Grades 5-6    room 7     Mrs. Jalbert, Mrs. Kreider 

Grades 7-8    room 6      Mr. Stolz       

 

         PARISH HALL       
 

Liturgy of the Word with Children (on the stage).                           
         Mr. Gondek, Mrs. Jalbert, Mrs. Kreidler  
 

 

Sept 18  High School & Confirmation meeting    
with the Candidates, Parents, & Sponsors 
6:30-8 PM. Mr. & Mrs. Renaud & Team 

 

Grandparent’s Day 

September 11 

Breakfast – 

  Sunday morning 8-11 AM                                                                                                              

       ($4/person) 
 

“Blessed are they who snuggle & hug, spoil &pamper, 
boast & brag…  for they shall be called grandparents.” 

 

All families please join in recognizing the GRAND part 
our grandparents play in our lives, Marty Stolz will be 
looking for your help that morning. Thanks in advance for 
your help, call 508-987-2382 to volunteer or to order tick-
ets in advance.  
 

Future Breakfasts will only continue with your help, 
please buy, or donate for someone else: Breakfast tickets 
for family or friends, Gift Cards (BJ’s or Market Basket), 
Syrup, Pancake Mix, Butter, Breakfast Sausages, eggs, 
Vanilla, Texas Toasting Bread, Milk, Juices, Plates,  Nap-
kins, Plastic Ware, Round Table Covers, an hour     or 
two cooking or serving.  
 

Thanks in advance for your help, call 508-987-2382 to 
volunteer or order tickets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes Begin  

September 18  
 

We’re taking registrations for all youth & adult classes. 
Donations help defer the cost of the program; due to high 
inflation we are reducing our yearly suggested donation: 
First child $35 Family $65.  
 

Remember, no child is ever turned away for non- pay-
ment of fees. (We gratefully accept further donations to 
defer the cost to the parish.)  
Your donation for classes, may be dropped an envelope 
with Religious Education marked on it, and placed in the 
weekend collection or send to the office by mail anytime.  

 

   

 

Teachers will need black whiteboard markers, white copy 
paper, facial and bath tissues, paper towels, paper plates 
and hand sanitizer.  

All windows in the Parish Center need new blinds and 
washing inside. If you are able to donate or clean one 
rooms windows Call 508-987-8987.Thank you!   
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Blessed Sacrament Adoration Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

Come spend one hour with JESUS!  
It is the will and desire of Jesus to be pre-
sent in Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in 
the form of the Eucharist. Jesus calls each of 

us to spend time with Him in His loving presence. 
Dedicated adorers needed. Please contact: Jeanne Guerin 
508-208-9064, Barbara Avery 508-943-1489, or  
Nancy Kudzal at 508-864-6147. Substitutes also needed. 

 

            

       Kathy Perry, Al Sinkis, Alma   

  Robert, Andrew Rivers,  

  Raymond Joseph, Craig Ladd, 

Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol Violette, John & Bev 

Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, Stephen Rice, Maddy 

Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, Timothy Bowes, Anita 

Prunier, Judy Rodier, Roger St. George, Ed Carpenter, James  

Sumerlin, Francis  DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns,  

Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle  

Silverstein, Edward Wissell, Eric Lambert, James Quaiel, 

Deborah Mancini, Susan Gallant, Doris Prouty, Maureen 

Germain, Barbara Quaiel, Pamela Rossley, Gary Ryan,  

Anne Englehard, Karen Cowperthwaite, Jon Moore, Dave 

Shuster, Floyd Supernault, B.J. Lapierre, Barbara Wessell, 

Dawn Clarkson, Lee Ann Morin, Aiden Harper, Cynthia 

Clark, Michelle Kasprzycki & family, Rose Daniel, Maryann 

Richard, Rose Ann Ljunggren, Paul G., Cathy Zamites,  

Diane Mathurin, David Dumais, Ann Caplette. 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 11 
 

     

    #  207 Ken Mills   
    #  127 Cheryl Lambert   
    #  428 Nancy O’Connell 
    #   204 RoseAnn Ljunggren  
          
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 

NEW MEMBERS are always welcome. Blank forms 
may be found at the entrances to the church. 

 

Join the Club!!! $25 dues covers 20 weeks (that’s 80 
chances) to win $25 as well as large money prizes after 

week 20. There are 2 clubs that run each year and  
a celebration dinner in the spring at no charge for 

current members! 

Mother Teresa:  
“No Greater Love”  

 

Is a unique film that reveals  
not just who Mother Teresa 
was, but how her singular  
vision to serve Christ through 
the poor is realized to this day, 
through the religious order she 
founded, the Missionaries of 
Charity. Twenty-five years  
after her death, this unique film 
chronicles the life of Mother 
Teresa and the profound spiritu-

al and physical impact she and the Missionaries of Chari-
ty have had and continue to have on Catholics and non-
Catholics alike throughout the world.   
 

This film is in theaters on Monday October 3rd and 
Tuesday October 4th only. Locally it will be shown  
at Regal Cinemas at Solomon Pond Mall in Marlboro.  
It is recommended that you purchase tickets in advance 
on-line. It would be wonderful to have a strong showing 
from the St. Ann’s and St. Roch’s Parish communities! 
Visit https://youtu.be/kcIr9pOXtv8 to see the trailer. 

 

St. Roch & St. Ann Parish  
 

Light of the World  
Retreat  

 

is a wonderful experience for both 
parishes, join us this fall October 14-17.  

  

We thank all those who will join the upcoming evangelist 
team, as shepherds, on the hospitality team, as part of the 

adoration team, and especially as retreatants. 
 

Please know that we are praying deeply  
to the Holy Spirit, that you will discover what 

your role in this retreat is to be.  
 

AND  We look forward to the many blessings that will 
result in months ahead. Call 508-987-2382 for details. 

 

Saint John’s High School Open House 
 

Saturday, September 24 at 9:30 am  
& Tuesday, October 18 at 6:00 pm 

More info -visit stjohnshigh.org/admissions/open-house. 
  

Admissions Tests for Grades 7 & 9 
Saturday, November 19 at 8:30 am  

& Saturday, December 10 at 8:30 am 
Visit stjohnshigh.org/admissions/admissions-tests. 
  

Pre-registration is required. Contact the Admissions   Of-
fice with any questions at (508) 842-8934 ext. 266 
or admissions@stjohnshigh.org. 

Cleaning Staff are needed. Also a 
few people are needed to plan hos-
pitality helping by picking up do-
nuts, & cleaning up after coffee 
Sunday mornings and more, help 
for fund-raising events, breakfasts, 
dinners,  fairs & more.  

Our crew is aging, new help is dearly needed for the par-
ish family to continue to thrive as a vibrant family of 
faith. If you have an hour or more a month, please call 
Terry Ann Renaud 508-987-2382. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcatholicblogger1.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F06%2Fccd-volunteer-form.html&ei=EUxIVKjZNIrIsATD8ICADw&psig=AFQjCNHxCNtnCEebhbZnOABEJ4mln6UgpQ&ust=14141

