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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Saturday, December 31  4:00 pm   Marcel LeClair by Irene Allain 

Sunday, January 1         8:30 am  The People of St. Roch Parish 

                      11:00 am  Diane Mathurin  by Mary Sikurski & Christine Antos

Monday, January 2   8:30 am  Kelly R. Mills (living) by Paula Miner & Ken Mills  

Tuesday, January 3   8:30 am    No Mass 

Wednesday, January 4  8:30 am  Anna Pizzolato (living) by St. Roch Parish 

Thursday, January 5   8:30 am  Rick Johnson by Fr. Roy 

Friday, January 6    8:3 0 am  Betty Buchanan by Fr. Roy 

Saturday, January 7   4:00 pm   Natalie & Francis Bird by the family 

Sunday, January 8         8:30 am  For the Intentions of Fr. Michael Roy by David Dumais 

                      11:00 am  Paul O’Reilly by Terry Ann & Ed Renaud

 A second collection will be taken up the 
 Weekend of January 14 & 15 for Fuel. 
 We thank you again for  your continued  
 generosity! 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 
 

 

Jan 1—Nm 6:22-27/ Gal 4:4-7/ Lk 2:16-21 

Jan 2—1 Jn 2:22-28/ Jn 1:19-28 

Jan 3—1 Jn 2:29-3:6/ Jn 1:29-34 

Jan 4—1 Jn 3:7-10/ Jn 1:35-42 

Jan 5—1 Jn 3:11-21/ Jn 1:43-51 

Jan 6—1 Jn 5:5-13/ Mk 1:7-11 

Jan 7—1 Jn 5:14-21/ Jn 2:1-11 

Jan 8—Is 60:1-6/ Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/ Mt 2:1-12 

     
 

       Dec 17 & 18 
 

  Offertory Envelopes               3,962.00             
  Online Giving                       80.00 
  Other sources of income                    1,865.00         
  Total                                  5,907.00        
  Weekly Goal                                          5,872.00                           
  Result                        Thank You!         +         35

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office … 508) 987-8987          Fax … (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 
 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Associate Pastor                     Rev. James J. Boulette 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant              Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM   Sun 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

M-W-TH-F 8:30 AM 
 

The Sunday 11:00 Mass will be LIVE-Streamed  
on the parish website. 

 

       Confessions ~ Saturdays 3-3:30 pm 
                              Tuesdays 6-7 pm or by appointment  

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9 am—4 pm 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
 

may be dropped off in the church kitchen on  
Monday, January 9th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you!! 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us. 

 

   There will be a second collection next 
   weekend January 7 & 8 for the  
   The Catholic University of America. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 
 
 
   I am beginning this new year of 2023 with an optimism and enthusiasm of much younger 
years, and I feel confident that it is the work of the Holy Spirit and the effects of the abundant graces 
that I received on the day of my ordination over forty-seven years ago. In a variety of ways the Lord 
has been endorsing this vision and I feel confident that He will aid and sustain me in the days to 
come. Do you remember several weeks ago when preaching on the annunciation to St. Joseph about 
taking Mary as his wife I said that St. Joseph was able to trust the message of the angel because he 
believed in God’s power and goodness? 
 

   Trust is what we are called to as well because we believe that God has a purpose for our 
lives. The assurances have come to us manifold times as we have just celebrated Christmas and told 
that Jesus is Emmanuel, “God is with us.” I choose to believe that the Lord will not abandon me nor 
forsake me. He has good plans for us and He will find a way. 
 

   What has the Spirit been saying to me of late? A parent had been asked, “Which child he 
loved the most?” and he answered, “The one that’s away until he’s home, the one that’s ill until 
she’s better.” Now after having been pastor for six months of both parishes I knew that we have to 
initiate an attempt for a revival of St. Ann’s parish. There are a lot of really faith-filled, dedicated 
people there that I have come to love and admire. The trouble is that there aren’t enough of them 
currently. It’s only been a few hours since I celebrated the 4 pm Mass on Christmas Eve and the 
church was full. So I know the Catholic people are there, and by the grace of God they need to act  
on that faith and act as a community of faith again.  
 

   Of course I cannot achieve this by myself. First and foremost I realize that I am utterly  
dependent on the grace of God. I abandon myself into His hands. Please God help me to be an  
obedient and faith-filled servant confident in Your desire to accomplish the spiritual revival of  
St. Ann’s. We are getting to be post-pandemic and it’s time for people to come back to church.  
I am asking us all to place these efforts under the patronage of our Blessed Mother, especially under 
the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe and also the patronage of that man of great faith, St. Joseph. 
Mary is St. Ann’s daughter and Joseph is her son-in-law. 
 

   I am anticipating greatly the first Parish Council meeting of St. Ann’s on January 4th at  
6 pm. This goal of revival of the parish will be the top item on the agenda. I want to hear what they 
think of this and what they foresee ahead. I want to listen to anybody who is concerned. I do not 
have a monopoly hold on the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
 

   I reached the age when I can request retirement this past August. I really didn’t believe  
it was time. While physically the passing the years has taken its toll, I still love being a priest and 
serving God’s people. Celebrating the Eucharist, preaching the Word of God, administering the  
sacraments, accompanying the people in the joys and heartaches of life, bringing people closer to 
Jesus, helping them get to heaven is all I’ve ever wanted to do. New Year’s is a time for resolutions. 
Mine is that I resolve to do this for whatever days I have left for the faithful of Oxford. Faith does 
not make things easy, it makes them possible. Pray that the good Lord gives me the faith.  
 

Let us continue to pray for and love one another, 
 

Fr. Roy 



4 

The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA          SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD                 JANUARY 1, 2023 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our St. Roch family celebrates the 

Rite of Christian Initiation 
with children, teens & adults. 

 

If you or a family member or friend has interest in  
becoming a Catholic, by celebrating the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Eucharist, or Confirmation, contact  
Fr. Roy 508-987-8987  

or Terry Ann Renaud 508-987-2382. 

 

            

 

 

        Kathy Perry, Al Sinkis,  

   Alma Robert, Andrew Rivers, 

Raymond Joseph, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol 

Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, 

Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hick-

man, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Judy Rodier, Doris 

Prouty, Roger St. George, Ed Carpenter, James Sumerlin,  

Francis  DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Dawn Hoeg, 

Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle Silverstein, Edward 

Wissell, Eric Lambert, James Quaiel, Deborah Mancini, 

Susan Gallant, Maureen Germain, Barbara Quaiel,  

Pamela Rossley, Gary Ryan,  Anne Englehard, Karen 

Cowperthwaite, Jon Moore, Dave Shuster, Floyd  

Supernault, B.J. Lapierre, Dawn Clarkson, Lee Ann 

Morin, Aiden Harper, Cynthia Clark, Michelle Kasprzycki 

& family, Rose Daniel, Maryann Richard, Rose Ann 

Ljunggren, Cathy Zamites, David Dumais, Ann Caplette, 

Sean Crossman, Deacon Jim & Carol Denning. 

             FREE 

               Community Dinner 
 

            For anyone including families in need 
    of a meal or companionship. 

 

                   Sponsored by the St. Vincent De Paul Society 
          of St. Roch Church 

 

When:  THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

Where:  ST. ROCH PARISH HALL  
Time:  5:00—6:00 PM 

 

         Come Join Us for a Delicious  
 Free Meal and Friendship! 

Spread the word to anyone you  
think may be interested.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We extend our Sincere Appreciation to Paradis-Givner 
Funeral Home for their generous donation of Religious 
Art Calendars for  the par ish. These calendars will be 
available on the front and back pews of the church next 
week. Please take one home for reference during the com-
ing year. 

 
Understanding The Body And Blood of Christ 

 
1. Do Catholics really believe that the bread changes into 
Christ’s flesh and the wine changes into his Blood? Yes. 
Catholics believe that just as Jesus took bread and wine at 
the Last Supper and said “This is my Body…This is my 
Blood,” so bread and wine are changed at Mass into the 
Body and Blood of Christ whole and entire, God and 
Man. While the outward appearance of the bread and 
wine remain unchanged, the substance of both has been 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ. 
  
2. Does Jesus remain in the consecrated bread even after 
Mass? Yes. Christ remains present “in a true, real and 
substantial way, with his Body and his Blood, with his 
Soul and his Divinity.” (Compendium of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, no. 282.) This is why the consecrat-
ed bread is reserved in a locked safe called a tabernacle 
and a light burns before it as a sign of the Lord’s pres-
ence.  
 
3. What happens to a person when they receive Holy 
Communion? In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, 
a person enters into communion with the very life of Je-
sus; they live in the Lord and he lives in them. Thus they 
grow in holiness, faith and charity. The Liturgy tells us 
that “as we eat his flesh that was sacrificed for us, we are 
made strong, and, as we drink his Blood that was poured 
out for us, we are washed clean.” Finally, we recall 
Christ’s promise that those who eat his body and drink his 
blood will never really die, and that he will raise them up 
on the last day.  
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JANUARY 
 

8  K-8  9:40-10:50  

22   K-8   9:40-10:50 AM 
22  1:30 PM    1st Reconciliation Celebration 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

5   K-8   9:40-10:50 AM  
19  At home - February Break 
22   Ash Wed all families attend Mass 
26   K-8  9:40-10:50 AM  
 

 

MARCH 
 

5   K-8   9:40-10:50 AM  
12   K-8   9:40-10:50 AM  
17-20  No classes LOTW 
26  K-8   9:40-10:50 AM  
 

 
 

APRIL 
 

2   Holy Week Festival 
 

    9:30-10:00 palm weaving 
    10-10:20 presentations by grade 
    10:20 -10:50 Passion play in church 
 

6   Mass of the Lord's Supper Holy Thursday 
7   Good Friday Stations noon 
9   No classes - Easter Sunday 
16–23 No classes – School Break 
30  K-8 - 9:40-10:50 AM 
 
 

MAY 
 

7  K-8  9:40-10:50 AM  
7  1st Eucharist Rehearsal 
14   Mother’s Day –No classes 
21  11 AM  1st Eucharist Mass  
  Spring Festival Details TBA  
  K-8 - 9:40-12 noon with luncheon 

 

We need your help to continue our Light of the 
World Ministry in our local parishes. Your input is 
truly valuable as we move forward. Please reply if 
you will be available for a meeting on January 3rd, at 
6:30 PM.  
Call Terry Ann Renaud for details of where to 
meet. 508-987-2382. 

 
High School & Confirmation  

 
                   

          JANUARY 
 

8, 22   class   6:30-8 PM 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

5    class   6:30-8 PM 
12-19   VACATION – No classes 
26    class   6:30-8 PM 
 

MARCH 
 

12    class   6:30-8 PM 
17-20   Teens perform Service  
   Light of the World Retreat 
24-26   Ignite Retreat 
 

APRIL 
 

2    Passion Sunday  class   6:30-8 PM 
6   Lord’s Super  Washing of the feet    

 

Wondering what the  
Bible says about  

Epiphany? 
 

Epiphany is a time of 
revelation. Jesus re-
vealed himself to the 
Israelites and the Gen-
tiles as represented by 

the Wise Men. God doesn't play favorites but He receives 
all whose hearts long for Him. May we open our hearts to 
receive revelation from God this year. 

Gospel Reading; Matthew 2:1-12 
The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage. 

The gifts of the Magi, gold, frankincense, & myrrh, have 
come to be understood as symbols of Christ’s royalty, 
divinity, & eventual suffering & death. They are special 
because in giving them, the Magi acknowledge who Jesus 
was to be, our Savior.  

After reading this gospel, pray we accept Jesus as Savior 
in all that we do & say. Then sing together “We Three 
Kings.” 

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought to be 
rooted in the gift giving of the Magi. In many cultures, 
gifts are not exchanged at Christmas, but rather on the 
feast of the Epiphany.  

When you exchange your gifts, take time to reflect on the 
tradition of gift giving at Christmas. Think of the best gift 
you have received. What was it? What made it special? 
Was it the gift itself, the thought that went into it, or the 
person who gave it to you? 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical
-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-
connection/ for more all ages. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/epiphany-of-the-lord-sunday-connection/
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OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF 
               

NEEDED ITEMS:  

Baking items: Bisquick, flour, sugar, brown sugar, cookie 
mixes, cake mixes, frosting, chocolate chips, etc. 

Beverages: tea, coffee, cocoa and shelf-stable milk. 

Canned goods: canned pasta, soups, beef stew, diced   
tomatoes, hearty soups, and pork & beans. 

Condiments: ketchup, mustard, relish, pickles, salad 
dressings, mayonnaise, parmesan cheese, barbecue sauce. 

Healthy snacks: mixed nuts. Granola or protein bars,  
peanut butter & crackers. 

Sides: instant mashed potatoes, rice sides, taco shells, 
hamburger helpers, sloppy joe mix. 

Other: jelly, pasta sauce, instant pudding mix, seasonings. 

Sugar-free items: cookies, puddings, maple 
syrup, cake mixes. 

Personal care items: toothpaste, shampoo, 
bar soap, Lotions, etc. 

Cleaning items: dish detergent, laundry de-
tergent, household cleaners, sponges, etc. 

Paper & plastic bags are also needed.  

 

FORMED 
Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter  your  email and create password.  

That’s it! Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with an 
incredible array of resources focused on our rich Catholic 
faith. Books, videos, movies, audios, etc.  It’s EASY and 
FREE to Register ! A Gift of St. Roch Parish to Y ou!! 

 

334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 4 
 

     

    #  318 Rose Wing 
    #  336 Linda Morgan 
    #  351 Barbara O’Reilly 
    #   146 Judy Bowes 

          
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 

This Club is open to everyone 
(over 21 years of age)!  
We welcome new parishioners 
and friends outside the Parish to 
join us! Here’s how it works: 
 $25.00 dues pays for twenty 

weeks—giving you four 
chances to win $25.00 each 

      week for 20 weeks— 

      (that’s 80 chances!) plus grand prizes awarded at   

      the end of the club! 

 Following this club is a dinner at no charge for paid 
members in the Spring! 

 There are 2 clubs that run during the course of a year.  

 The funds collected over and beyond the prizes 
are used to help supplement our ordinary income 
to support our parish.  

 

Former members should have recently received a letter to 
sign up for the new club.  
Forms for New Members are available at the entrances to 
the church or call the rectory and a form can be mailed to 
you. 508-987-8987. We are hoping you will join us! 

 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
is asking for your help.  

We have many seniors in our town 
who live on a limited income.  

We would like to fill 10 grocery bags a month for 3 
months of non-perishable items.  
 
The months will be January, February, and March.  

Containers are out for the January items that  we will fill 
for February. 

Suggestions for items would be: 

 Individual Oatmeal Packets   Tuna Fish  
 Individual Pudding Cups   Cans of Beef Stew 
 Individual Diced Fruit Cups  Canned Meats  
 Small Cans of Vegetables   Mac & Cheese  
 Instant Breakfast      Pasta  
 Instant Potatoes      Toothbrushes 
 Small Dishwashing Liquids   Sponges  

 
Remember, these are for single senior people. 

You will find containers at both doors  
of  the church starting the month of  
December for items to be used to fill  
our January bags. (January for February 
bags, and so on).  
 
 

Many thanks for all your generosity,   
and May God bless all our endeavors.  

     

 THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS 
 

 Many parishioners do not know that our advertisers 
sponsor the cost of printing our bulletin each week. It is 
through the advertisers’ generous support of the faith 
community that the bulletin is made possible.  
 

 The best way to thank these generous people is to refer 
to your bulletin when you need goods or services. We 
owe them a real debt of gratitude. Tell them that you saw 
their ad in the parish bulletin, thus encouraging their con-
tinued support. There is a definite relationship built when 
our advertisers feel that their support is meaningful and 
worthwhile. Please help us encourage them to continue to 
provide a quality Parish Bulletin for you. 


