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The Church of Saint Roch, Oxford, MA        THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                        JANUARY 29, 2023 

 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Saturday, January 28   4:00 pm   William T. Stevens by the family 

Sunday, January 29        8:30 am  John Tagg (2nd Anniversary) by Connie Tagg 

                      11:00 am  Richard K. Johnson by the Johnson family

Monday, January 30   8:30 am  The People of St. Roch & St. Ann Parishes  

Tuesday, January 31   8:30 am    Mass with St. Ann Intention 

Wednesday, February 1  8:30 am  John P. Laverdure (living) by Paula Miner & Ken Mills 

Thursday, February 2  8:30 am  Diane Mathurin by Mary Sekurski and Christine Sekurski-Antos 

Friday, February 3   8:3 0 am  Eleanor Walinsky by the Jalbert family 

Saturday, February 4   4:00 pm   John N. Caprioli by Paul Mathurin 

Sunday, February 5        8:30 am  Joseph Tagg (3rd Anniversary) by wife Connie and family 

                      11:00 am  Yvonne Reeks by daughter Yvonne Nelson and family

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 
 

 

Jan 29—Zeph 2:3; 3:12-13/ 1 Cor 1:26-31/ Mt 5:1-12a 

Jan 30—Heb 11:32-40/ Mk 5:1-20 

Jan 31—Heb 12:1-4/ Mk 5:21-43 

Feb 1—Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/ Mk 6:1-6 

Feb 2—Mal 3:1-4/ Heb 2:14-18/ Lk 2:22-40 

Feb 3—Heb 13:1-8/ Mk 6:14-29 

Feb 4—Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/ Mk 6:30-34 

Feb 5—Is 58:7-10/ 1 Cor 2:1-5/ Mt 5:13-16 

     
 

  January 21 & 22 
 

 

  Offertory Envelopes              4,730.00             
  Online Giving                    240.00 
  Other sources of income                    1,858.50      
  Total                                 6,828.50        
  Weekly Goal                                          5,872.00                           
  Result                         Thank you!              +    956.50

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office … 508) 987-8987          Fax … (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office……………..…….(508) 987-2382 
 
 

Pastor                       Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Associate Pastor                     Rev. James J. Boulette 
Deacon                               Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education    Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant              Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Director of Music                                   Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.…..………Arlene (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ……..…………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sat 4:00 PM   Sun 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Monday—Friday 8:30 AM 
 

The Sunday 11:00 Mass is LIVE-Streamed  
on the parish website. 

       Confessions ~ Saturdays 3-3:30 pm 
                              Tuesdays 6-7 pm or by appointment  

 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday 9 am—4 pm 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 

EMAILS:  
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

Your Sacrificial Offering 

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
 

may be dropped off in the church kitchen on  
Monday,  February 6th before 3:00 PM. 

Thank you!! 

ARE YOU SOMEONE  
OR DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO… 

 

 Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 

 Has a child over the age of seven who has not been 
baptized? 

 Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated 
the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist? 

 Is a Catholic that has not been practicing and wants to 
return and be refreshed in the faith. 

 

We offer an opportunity to come together in a small 
group to learn more about our faith. Sessions focus on the 
a relationship with God, the teachings and experience of 
Church, and prepares individuals to celebrate the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during  
the Easter season.  You are welcome to participate in the 
process with your questions, your insights and your faith 
story in a warm accepting setting. For information please 
contact the Parish Office at 508-987-8987. 
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My Dear Parishioners, 

 

   It is my belief that our parishes here in Oxford, really every parish, exists to initiate people's relationship 
with God; to sustain, nurture and strengthen that essential relationship.  As you well know this is done in a variety  
of ways, but at the heart of it all is our celebration of the Liturgy. 

   We are most evidently a community of believers when we make time to gather with one another to hear 
the Word of God, to join our voices together in prayer and to receive our Lord, Jesus, in the Most Holy Sacrament  
of His Body and Blood.  My first priority as your pastor is to see to it that these gatherings are done to the best of 
our ability.   

   Having said that, I ask you to stop and think how important music is to our liturgical celebration on the 
Lord's Day.  Music has that ability to unite our voices into shared prayer.  It touches us more deeply than just the 
spoken word.  Deacon Paul Connolly told us in his homily how the hymn " The Summons" sparked his decision to 
study for the diaconate.  A Sunday Mass without music just doesn't seem right to me.  We have been blessed with 
the musicians and cantors that have applied their ministry in our parishes.  At St. Roch's this past year I have been 
deeply grateful for the variety of people who have come forward to provide us the worship music that we needed. 

   Anna Pizzolato has been the Music Director at St. Roch's for many years.  She has fulfilled that ministry 
very well.  We could always count on her to be there with her skill at the organ and keyboard and a remarkably 
strong and beautiful voice.  Most regrettably Anna's health has been failing the last few years, and she often hasn't 
been able to fulfill her responsibilities.  This has saddened us greatly.   

   During this past year God has given us some remarkably generous people so that we could still have     
liturgical music at our services.  We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to Bryan Givner at the organ with Kerry 
Connolly as cantor.  When it became difficult and dangerous for Anna to climb to the choir loft, John Drahos who 
had recently moved to Oxford and joined St. Roch's, stepped forward and offered to play the guitar and sing and  
alternate with Bryan and Kerry.  Also, Don Montville, came out of retirement to play the organ.   

   My dedicated Administrative Assistant, Teri Rawson has been keeping track of the scheduling and calling 
organists to play at the funerals.  We been blessed with these good people always hoping for Anna's return.  I've had 
to come to the painful decision that we have to find another Director of Music.  In the next weeks we will have to 
find a way to fittingly express our gratitude to Anna. 

   I know God loves the people of St. Roch's and how  blessed we are that a very qualified person has accept-
ed by invitation to guide and direct the music here at St. Roch's.  It is none other than John Drahos, who has held this 
position at a previous parish.  He has already proven himself to be a man of  deep faith, and a love for Jesus and 
deeply concerned about the welfare of the parish.  He has plans to form a choir and a folk group.  I know that I can 
count on parishioners who have musical abilities to answer the call. 

   While these are days of sadness as we say farewell to Anna and pray for her well-being and health, they 
are also days of new beginnings as we pledge our support to John. 

   At St. Ann’s we are blessed with a married couple Roland and Christine Gauthier who sustain us in our 
prayer with their music. Remember that the music at liturgy is not meant to entertain us but to assist us in worship. 

 

Let us continue to love one another, 

Fr. Roy 
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Project Rachel Ministry – Healing After 
Abortion—Not every pregnancy is easy to 
talk about. If you are hurting from a past 
abortion, Project Rachel can help. This 
ministry accompanies those who are suffer-

ing from this loss through their healing journey. Trust in 
God’s mercy! Call in strictest confidence: 508-791-HOPE 
(4673), learn more at www.hopeafterabortion.com  

 

            

 

 

        Kathy Perry, Al Sinkis,  

   Alma Robert, Andrew Rivers, 

Raymond Joseph, Roseanne Ferlito, John Barton, Carol 

Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Liz Iandolli, 

Stephen Rice, Maddy Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hick-

man, Timothy Bowes, Anita Prunier, Judy Rodier, Doris 

Prouty, Roger St. George, Ed Carpenter, James Sumerlin,  

Francis  DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Dawn Hoeg, 

Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle Silverstein, Edward 

Wissell, Eric Lambert, James Quaiel, Deborah Mancini, 

Susan Gallant, Maureen Germain, Barbara Quaiel,  

Pamela Rossley, Gary Ryan,  Anne Englehard, Karen 

Cowperthwaite, Jon Moore, Dave Shuster, Floyd  

Supernault, B.J. Lapierre, Dawn Clarkson, Lee Ann 

Morin, Aiden Harper, Cynthia Clark, Michelle Kasprzycki 

& family, Rose Daniel, Maryann Richard, Rose Ann 

Ljunggren, Cathy Zamites, David Dumais, Ann Caplette, 

Sean Crossman, Deacon Jim & Carol Denning, Ronald 

Marsh. 

             FREE 

               Community Dinner 
 

            For anyone including families in need 
    of a meal or companionship. 

 

                   Sponsored by the St. Vincent De Paul Society 
          of St. Roch Church 

 

When:  THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

Where:  ST. ROCH PARISH HALL  
Time:  5:00—6:00 PM 

 

         Come Join Us for a Delicious  
 Free Meal and Friendship! 

Spread the word to anyone you  
think may be interested.  

 

 

OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF 

 

22nd Annual Catholic Men's 
Conference  

 

Come and join us on  
Saturday, March 25  

at Assumption University, 
Worcester.   

 

For information check the new  
website: catholicmenworc.com.  

Looking forward to seeing you in person this year! 

MUCH NEEDED ITEMS:  
 

Baking items: Bisquick, flour, sugar, brown                    
sugar, cookie mixes, cake mixes, frosting,                   
chocolate chips, etc. 

Beverages: tea/coffee/cocoa/shelf-stable milk. 

Canned goods: canned pasta, soups, beef 
stew, diced   tomatoes, hearty soups, and pork & beans. 

Condiments: ketchup, mustard, relish, pickles, salad 
dressings, mayonnaise, parmesan cheese, barbecue sauce. 

Healthy snacks: mixed nuts. Granola or protein bars,  
peanut butter & crackers. 

Sides: instant mashed potatoes, rice sides, taco shells, 
hamburger helpers, sloppy joe mix. 

Other: jelly, pasta sauce, instant pudding mix, seasonings. 

Sugar-free items: cookies, puddings, maple syrup, cake 
mixes. 

Personal care items: toothpaste, shampoo, bar soap,    
lotions, etc. 

Cleaning items: dish detergent, laundry detergent, house-
hold cleaners, sponges, etc. 

Paper & plastic bags are also needed.  

 

St. Roch Parish has been awarded a 
grant from the Diocese of Worcester 
through the Partners-In-Charity appeal 
to assist families who are experiencing 
difficulty in their heating bills. 
 
 

This winter is presenting unique hardships to many of our 
parishioners with fixed or limited incomes. 
 

If you are interested in receiving this assistance, please 
call the rectory as soon as possible. We have funds availa-
ble to help eight families with $200 each to be used for 
heating. First come-first served. 

DROP-A-SOCK CAMPAIGN 
 

The St. Vincent dePaul Society is asking for 
your help. There are many among us in need. 
One of those needs is warmth. We are asking 

you to buy new socks for men, women, and children and 
place them in the bins at the doors of the church. This 
drive will be held throughout the Month of March.  
 

They will be donated to local nursing homes, 
veteran’s shelters, and places that assist fami-
lies in need. You always help in such a gener-
ous manner. We know that we can count on 
you! 
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Blessed Happy New Year 2023 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
5          K-8 9:40-10:50 AM / HIGH SCHOOL 6:30-8 PM 
12-19   School Vacation no classes 
22        Ash Wednesday - all families attend Mass 
26        K-8 9:40-10:50 AM / HIGH SCHOOL 6:30-8 PM 
 

MARCH 
5          K-8 9:40-10:50 AM 
12        K-8 9:40-10:50 AM / HIGH SCHOOL 6:30-8 PM  
17-20   Light of the World Retreat, Teens Service  
24-26  Teens Ignite Retreat 
 

APRIL 
2          Passion Sunday  
    Family Holy Week Festival K-8 9:40-10:50 AM  
    HIGH SCHOOL 6:30-8 PM 
6          Lord’s Supper  - Washing of the Feet (teens meet  
   and sign in 15 minutes before Mass in the sacristy) 
7          Good Friday Stations (outdoors dress  
    appropriately—11:45 AM meet Fr Roy) 
9           Easter Sunday no classes  
16- 23  School vacation no classes 
30         K-6 9:40-10:50 AM Jr/Sr High School,  
    Grades 7-12 Youth Night 6:30-8pm 
 

MAY 
7          1st Sacraments rehearsal 9:40-10:50 AM   
            Confirmation Rehearsal 7:15 PM at Sacred Heart  
    of Jesus, Webster.  
            Sponsors & candidates only meet at the church 

 

The Sacrament classes are seeking prayer 
partners. Choose and pray for  a child as 
they prepare for the sacraments.  
We are all encouraged to become a Personal 
Prayer Partner to another  person, develop-

ing a relationship with one or more praying friends. Prayer 
partners pray together weekly or even daily. Prayers should 
be for personal needs as well as the Church & community.  
The personal prayer partner concept has a scriptural basis: 
“Two are better than one, because they have a good return 
for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. 
But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend them-
selves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” (Eccl. 
4:9, 10, 12.) 
There is unusual power in united prayer. God has planned 
for His people to join together in prayer, not only for fellow-
ship, spiritual support, or growth, but also for accomplishing 
His divine purpose. Jesus emphasized this truth when He 
said, “For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them”. (Matt. 18:20.) The person who has 
an active prayer partner relationship with two or three others 
is not easily overcome by temptation and will find joy in 
praying God's blessings down upon the church. 

How to Begin as Personal Prayer Partners 
Ask the Lord to teach you to pray. (Luke 11:1-13.) 
Make a decision to devote time for personal prayer daily. 
Attend prayer services, and classes to learn about prayer 
with others called to prayer. (Eph. 4:11-13.) 
Recognize the importance of intercessory prayer and under-
stand that God calls everyone. (Eze. 22:30.) 
Ask the Lord to lead you to one or more persons He is call-
ing to prayer. (Matt. 18:18-20; Eccl. 4:9-12.) 
Begin to pray with and for each other (either by phone or in 
a small group). Pray for: The outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
encouragement, wisdom, discernment, spiritual growth, and 
protection, as well as personal needs. (Eph. 6:18, 19; Col. 
4:2-4; 2 Thess. 3:1, 2; Heb. 13:18, 19.) 
Pray for our pastor and all church leaders, in our parish, our 
diocese and the world. 
Identify what you feel are the needs within our church and 
pray for: unity, revival, ministry, healing etc. 
Pray for individuals and situations as needs present them-
selves. (Add these to our prayer chain). (Eph. 6:18, 19.) 
Study the Bible for examples and principles of prayer: (Neh. 
4; Eze. 37 and 47; Isa. 50:4; Dan. 9; Matt. 6:9-15). 
Read books on prayer and share your insights with your 
prayer partners. 
Ask the Lord to guide in your prayer, choosing for whom or 
what intention you should pray. 
Pray not only for your family but also seek to find the places 
where God is working and join Him there. 
Ask that the fullness of the Holy Spirit be poured out upon 
those for whom you pray. 
Pray for local and world government, that the Good News of 
the Gospel may reach everyone in all places.  
Your prayers for others will only be as powerful as your 
own personal prayer life. Praying with your prayer partner 
should not take the place of daily personal prayer time, or 
celebration of mass on a regular basis. 
Know that your prayers are joined with the prayers of all the 

Saints & Mary Our Mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Children’s Name(s) ____________________________ 

Adults name(s) ________________________________ 

Cell Phone____________________________________  

I am in grade _______  

I am an adult _______ 

I would like a speaking part (   ) 

I would like a non-speaking part (   ) 

Email________________________________________  

Address______________________________________ 

Call 508-987-2382 to volunteer. 
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334 CLUB  WINNERS — Week 8 
 

     

    #  151 Debra McDonald 
        #  305 Anne Palermo 
    #  315 John Castellani 
    #   149 Joanne O’Connor 

          
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
is asking for your help.  

We have many seniors in our town 
who live on a limited income.  

We would like to fill 10 grocery 
bags a month for 3 months of non-perishable items.  
 

The months are for January, February, and March.  

Marked containers have been placed inside the church 
doors for the January items that we will fill for February. 

Suggestions for items would be: 

 Individual Oatmeal Packets   Tuna Fish  
 Individual Pudding Cups   Cans of Beef Stew 
 Individual Diced Fruit Cups  Canned Meats  
 Small Cans of Vegetables   Mac & Cheese  
 Instant Breakfast      Pasta  
 Instant Potatoes      Toothbrushes 
 Small Dishwashing Liquids   Sponges  

 

Remember, these are for single senior people. 

You will find containers at both doors of  the church for 
items to be used to fill our February bags.  
 

Many thanks for all your generosity, and May God 
bless all our endeavors.  

These unprecedented times have 
increased the need to help tackle 
hunger in our community.  

Take the Tackle Hunger         
Challenge to help the St. Vincent              

De Paul Society, February 11th & 12th  at all Masses. 

At the Entrances of the Church we need people to 
stand with a soup pot... 

Join the winning team, help your neighbors in 
need. Together we can Tackle Hunger. St. Roch &     

St. Ann is proud to support the work of Tackle     
Hunger & their annual Souper Bowl of Caring event. 

Please return this to volunteer 5 minutes following   
the Mass you Attend. Thank You! 

Feb 11 — 4:00 Mass _______________________ _ 

Feb 12 — 8:30 Mass ________________________ 

Feb 12 — 11:00 Mass _______________________ 

Time to think of ways to help others 
and help care for all God’s creation. 

Beginning Sunday, January 8th  
through Earth Day,  Saturday, April 
29th the Family of Fr iends Youth 
will collect shoes for Soles4Souls.  

We won’t be filling the landfills with  good shoes we 
have simply outgrown, or with those we have just grown 
tired. With each pair we can help change a little piece of 
God’s  creation, and help those in need at the same time. 

Soles4Souls is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
providing relief, fighting poverty, and creating oppor-
tunity through shoes and clothing donations. 
 

What does Soles4Souls do with the shoes? 

One of our international partners buys your               
shoes and resells them to a local micro-                          
entrepreneur, who can resell them to earn a living. 

In countries like Haiti, pairs of shoes are needed. Your 
donations will help provide food, shelter, and education 
for families in countries like Haiti and Honduras. In 
2020, Soles4Souls also launched 4EveryKid, distributing 
15,000 shoes donated by Footlocker to homeless stu-
dents in 20 cities across the United States. The organiza-
tion is now working to provide every kid experiencing 
homelessness with a new pair of athletic shoes. 

~~~~ 
*Please bag each pair of shoes separately, for cleanli-
ness, and drop them off in the bin in the parish hall.  

ONLY $39 PER YEAR  
SUBSCRIPTION! 

 

FORMS AVAILABLE AT ENTRANCES 
TO THE CHURCH 

and also in your envelope packet. 
Please place in collection basket. 

Spaghetti Dinner  
Comedy Night 

 

Featuring Dwayne Hill 
 

Saturday, February 4, 2023 
St. Louis Church Hall 

 

Dinner is $25.00 per person 
(Spaghetti , Meatballs, Salad, Bread & Dessert) 

 

6-6:30 PM—Beer & Wine 
6:30 PM—Dinner 

7:45 PM—Comedian Dwayne Hill 
 

For tickets please call the St. Louis Rectory Office 
508-943-0240 


