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Greetings to my brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Mass 2025/6, Issue Eighteen

After the Doxology has been chanted by the Priest and all respond “Amen,” the Eucharistic Rite of the Mass is ended and    
the Priest transitions into the Communion Rite. After the Amen, all stand from their kneeling posture. As I mentioned in a previous 
issue, standing is a posture of respect, readiness, and, most importantly, worship, symbolizing active, attentive participation in the 
liturgy. Once all are standing (if they are physically able), the Priest continues, with hands folded, saying, “At the Savior’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say…” (Roman Missal, 124). This invites all to recite the Lord’s Prayer. The Priest begins 
with “Our Father,” and then all join in this communal prayer originally taught to us by Our Lord Jesus Himself. During the praying 
of the Our Father, the Priest’s hands are in the Orans position, symbolizing his role as a mediator, praying to God on behalf of the 
congregation. Traditionally, all others pray with folded hands. 

During Mass, the Our Father does not end with “Amen,” but is a call and respond. After praying the Our Father, the Priest 
continues asking the Lord to deliver us from every evil, to give us peace, to free us from sin by His grace, and to keep us safe from 
all distress (IBID, 125). Then the people proclaim, “For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever” (IBID).

The priest then extends his hands in the Orans position once again and asks the Lord for His peace, the same peace that He 
gave the Apostles in the upper room. The Priest also askes the Lord to not look upon our sins, but the faith of His Church, and to 
grant her (the Church) peace and unity (IBID,126). The Priest then turns to the people and offers them this peace, asking that it will 
remain with them always (IBID, 127). All respond to the Priest, “And with your spirit” (IBID). Optionally, the Deacon, or in the  
absence of the Deacon the Priest himself, can instruct the people to offer each other “the sign of peace” (IBID, 128). There is a    
misunderstanding about this gesture. Many people take this moment as a break from the Mass and begin waving and chatting with
everyone they can see. It is important to remember that we are offering each other the same peace of Christ that the Deacon or Priest 
just offered to us. The same peace that Jesus gave to His apostles, The same peace that comes directly from God. We sometime see
people giving the two-finger peace sign from the 1960 sexual revolution. This is a very different and very human sign of peace and 
comes from the same place that we get the sex, drugs, and rock & roll tagline. This is not the sign of peace that we should be giving 
one another. It is actually called the kiss of peace, and it is a double embrace, one to the left and one to the right. The USCCB has 
agreed that “Catholics exchange a gesture (e.g., handshake, nod, bow) to express unity, peace, and charity. According to Vatican 
guidelines (2014) supported by the USCCB, it should not be accompanied by a "song of peace," nor should it cause excessive     
commotion” (USCCB). The sign of peace is accompanied by saying, “peace be with you,” and the response is the same, “peace be 
with you.” This gesture is meant for those in our immediate vicinity and should not cause a disturbance. During COVID we had said 
no handshaking, but now it is permissible and recommended.

After the sign of peace (kiss of peace) the Choir or Priest begins the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) where all sing or proclaim   
that the Lamb of God (Jesus Christ) takes away our sins, and asks for His peace (IBID, 130). During the Agnus Dei, the Priest is
fracturing the celebrant’s Consecrated host signifying how Jesus’ body was broken on the altar of the Cross for all of humanity. It 
also signifies that though we are many members, we are part of the same body, and we receive that same body at communion.

The Priest then takes a small part of the body and places it in the chalice, in the blood, signifying the union of the body and 
the blood at the resurrection, and the union of the Church. While doing this, the Priest is praying that in the mingling of the body and 
blood we who receive it will be brought into eternal life (IBID, 129). Immediately after this, the Priest bows profoundly before the 
altar, body, and blood, praying again in a quiet voice that Jesus free him from all his sins, from every evil, and to never let him be 
parted from God (IBID, 131). This is again the Priest begging God to make him worthy to perform such a sacred task, because it is 
only through the grace of God that such a sinful person could minister to the divine in this way.

Then the Priest standing upright, elevates the body and blood before the people proclaiming, “Behold the Lamb of God,     
behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb” (IBID, 132). And all respond, 
“Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed” (IBID). Immediately 
the Priest receives after praying in a low voice that the body and blood of Christ may keep him safe for eternal life (IBID).            
Immediately after, the Priest will communicate the Deacon if present. Next time we will discuss the community receiving           
communion and then move on to the Concluding Rite.

With all my love and blessings from God,
Fr. Jim 
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Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 7      4:00 pm Bette & Bill Stevens by the family
Sunday, February 8   8:30 am Catherine H. Mills by Paula Miner & Ken Mills

         11:00 am   Paula Bouthiller by David Dumais
Monday, February 9 8:30 am The Parishioners of St. Roch Church
Tuesday, February 10 8:30 am Axel Gentile (living) by Paula Miner & Ken Mills
Wednesday, February 11 8:30 am All the Holy Souls in Purgatory by the Helpers of the Holy Souls
Thursday, February 12        No Mass
Friday, February 13        6:00 pm Lawrence Ray by Yvonne Nelson & family
Saturday, February 14      4:00 pm Linda Mae Groccia by Linda Kemp
Sunday, February 15   8:30 am Walter P. McCarthy by the family

         11:00 am   Debbie Nelson by the Dumais family

SIGN UP TODAY!
How many times do we forget 
our envelope at home or miss 
a collection? Online giving    

allows us to schedule weekly, monthly, or other intervals for 
giving options. Online giving offers us total 
control to change or cancel at anytime as our 
situation changes, and we will never miss an 
opportunity to give again. 
Scan this QR Code or: 
https://strochoxford.com/online-giving

JANUARY 31 & February 1
Offertory Envelopes    5,760.00
Online Giving                          488.00
Other sources of income         1,187.00
                                        7,435.00
Catholic Home Missions       864.00

Thank you!        

Sacrificial Offering

A second collection for Fuel will be taken this
weekend, February 7 & 8. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Please consider dropping off new 
socks, hats and mittens for adults 

and children in the designated bins by the doors of the 
church during the Month of February.

Thank you for your generosity towards others.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  CALENDAR
   January & February: 

    Collect socks, hats & mittens
  March: Deliver Easter flowers to shut-in 

                     parishioners
                  April: Collect items for Mother’s Day gift bags

Monthly: Donations of Chop Suey to Rachel’s Table  

             FREE Community Dinner
                For Anyone & Everyone including families!

                   Sponsored by the St. Vincent De Paul Society
                of St. Roch Church

               FEBRUARY 10th from 5:00—6:00 PM
                ST. ROCH PARISH HALL 

Come Join Us for a Delicious Free Meal and Friendship!
SOCK DRIVE

Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Sunday, February 15
Please join St. Roch's American   Her-
itage Girls and Trail Life USA  for a 
pancake breakfast after the 8:30 AM 
Mass. The suggested donation is $5 per 
person, with a $20 cap for  families. 

Scouts will be available to discuss 
their programs and will handle all 
cooking, setup, cleanup, and activ-
ities in the parish hall. Come enjoy
breakfast and support our scouts!

 

  Members of the family requesting the Mass are 
  asked to bring the gifts of bread and wine to the 
  altar. Please make yourselves known to the lector 
  and sit near the gifts. If you are unable, be assured 

that a fellow parishioner will bring up the gifts. Thank you.

https://strochoxford.com/online-giving
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American Heritage 
Girls and Trail Life 

USA
WE NEED YOUR 

HELP!
It has now been about seven months since 

AHG and TLUSA chartered here at Saint Roch. These groups 
are thriving and we have lots of kiddos running around learning 
skills and all about their Christian Faith. But we need your help 
because we don’t have enough adult leaders. Because of this 
issue we will have to start turning children away because we 
will not have the correct ratio. Please give the office a call if 
you are able to assist us in forming children with important life 
skills and in their faith. 

For more information 
please see our website at  https://

strochoxford.com/american-heritage
-girls or https://strochoxford.com/
trail-life-usa or scan the QR codes. 

John & Bev Makowski, Cynthia Clark, 
David Dumais, Ann Caplette, Deacon 

Jim Denning,  Jay and Jon Moore, Rose, Jill, Desirae, Jenn,    
Rayana and Julie, Fern Goldsmith, Cameron Chickering, Evelina 
Piscopo, Annmarie Morrissey, Julia Krasinskas, Paula Kapurch, 
June Deary, Andrea Reeves, Nancy Mott, Adam Yankauskas, Joel 
Balsh, Robert & Aline Krasinskas, Mary-ann Richard, Leona 
Shaw, Lorraine Dumais, Ernie LaVallee, Lisa Ackley, Lorna   
Hennessey, Cheryl Ducharme, Judy Leone, James Malo, Joseph, 
Matthew & Marie, Kyle Brodeur, Donald Morin, Pam Jackman, 
Leonard Marcotte, Chloe Jones, Jane Desy Montigny, Linda    
Vigeant, Dianne Ackley, Randy Henderson, Charley Theodore 
Cutting, Barbara Lavallee, Andrea Boyle, Melissa Dube, William 
Patrick Bernard, Peter Giles, Michelle, Susan Maass, Jack 
Hamilton, Barbara Wessell, Barry Fanion, Laura Kida, Sr. Jeanne 
Rouillard, Vinnie Rivers, David Breault, Gail Dunham, Tyler 
Tremblay, Patrick Driscoll, Sr., Michael Orciuch.

         334 CLUB  WEEKLY $25 WINNERS 
— Week 8 —

  # 141 Lynn Briggs
  # 193 Thomas McGee
  # 211 Marguerite Gallant
  # 159 Mark Tagg
    CONGRATULATIONS!!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers to help our 
custodial staff with snow shoveling at both 
properties. It is important to get an early start 
before morning Masses to clear away the snow 
and salt the walkways and stairs before our   
parishioners arrive. 

Any help is always welcome and appreciated!

SERRA CLUB OF SOUTHERN 
WORCESTER COUNTY

Pasta Dinner  
February 17, 2026

The Serra Club of Southern Worcester County, representing 
parishes of the Worcester Diocese, is once again pleased to 
announce our “all you can eat” pasta dinner fundraiser event 
in conjunction with a lottery raffle.  The pasta dinner will be 
held from 5-7 pm at Point Breeze Restaurant in Webster, MA 
on Tuesday, February 17, 2026 or better known as “Mardi 
Gras”.  Flyers for this event are available at the entrance to 
the church.  The cost of the dinner is $10.00. 
We also have a lottery raffle that will be drawn the evening 
of the pasta dinner. For a donation of $10 you will have an 
opportunity to win a book of $1, $2 or $5 MA lottery tickets. 
The tickets are available by contacting Roland Malboeuf at 
(508) 943-5374. Will you be one of our lucky winners? The  
winning tickets will be drawn the evening of the pasta din-
ner.
We welcome your participation in this very important fund-
raiser and ask for your prayers to support our mission to pro-
mote and foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

Priestly Vocation Retreat
March 27   6 pm—March 28 5 pm

Immaculate Conception Retreat Center, 
Putnam, CT

Retreat is for men high school age and up, 
                            and is FREE!

To live your true calling is a life of joy, but you will only 
hear His voice if you take the time to listen.

MEETING—Get Ready…Date to be Announced

Everyone is invited!
Looking to build onto our Fundraising Commi ee. Looking for new 
people and new ideas. Bring your crea vity and your calendars! ONLY $39 PER YEAR 

SUBSCRIPTION!
FORMS AVAILABLE AT ENTRANCES

TO THE CHURCH
and also in your envelope packet.
Please place in collec on basket.

FEBRUARY IS RENEWAL MONTH!

https://strochoxford.com/
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Religious Education & Youth Nights 
Schedule 2026 

February Sessions: 
 

2/8 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
2/22 - K-6th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - 7th/8th Grade Session  
  @5:00-7:00 PM at St. Joseph in Webster 

March Sessions: 
3/1 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
        - High School Session @4:00-7:30 PM  
   at St. Roch 
3/15 - K-6th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - 7th/8th Grade Session  
  @5:00-7:00 PM at St. Roch 
3/22 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - Confirma on Prep 4:00-7:00 PM  
  at Sacred Heart, Webster 
3/29 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
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SLEEPING BAGS FOR THE HOMELESS

The Golden Bees Group at the United 
Church of Christ, Federated in Webster, has 
been putting together “Sleeping Bags for the 
Homeless” for over 30 years. 
They are looking for gently used blankets, comforters, 
and bedspreads to help continue their ministry. Donations 
can be put in the marked bin downstairs inside the church 
hall of St. Roch Church. For pick up please call Charlene 
Lachapelle 508-987-3003. 
PLEASE: ONLY BEDDING!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!! 

THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS!
The best way to thank these generous people is to refer to 
your bulletin when you need goods or services. We owe them 
a real debt of gratitude. Tell them that you saw their ad in the 
parish bulletin, thus encouraging their continued support. 
There is a definite relationship built when our advertisers feel 
that their support is meaningful and worthwhile. Please help 
us encourage them to continue to provide a quality Parish 
Bulletin for you.

    
Are you homebound or need a little extra love and     

assistance? 

We Can Provide:
Visits and Conversation      Rides to the Doctors
Pickup a Needed Item      Groceries
Food Delivery                      or Other Needed Services

Call the Parish Office at 508-987-8987 for more  infor-
mation.  Linda Lloyd is leading this vital new Parish 
Ministry with a small number of ministers who are here 
to help. Call today!

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
The Oxford Ecumenical Council, our volunteers and the fami-
lies we support are grateful for your generosity during this 
holiday season. We appreciate your donations for our 
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner fixings bags. Thank you.
To help us restock our shelves in the coming weeks, we 
need non-perishable food items such as canned vegetables 
(peas, carrots, green beans, potatoes, etc.), and packaged 
cereals and pasta. Also needed: canned pasta, jams and 
jellies, and soups.
Please leave your donations in the Food Shelf DROP BOX 
located in the bins inside the front doors of the church.
If you need help providing food for yourself or your family, 
please come to see us.
Located in the lower level of the Oxford Community Center,  
4 Maple Road, the Oxford Food Shelf is open on 
Thursdays, 4:30 to 6:30 pm, except holidays. For 
more information, call 508-987-1062.
To make a financial donation, please mail a check 
to Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf, 4 Maple Road, 
Oxford MA 01540.

“Shine like lights in the world as you hold 
on to the word of life.” Are you called to 
belong to Christ alone as a priest, deacon 
or through the consecrated life? 

Contact the 
Vocation Office at (508) 630-4473

       or email: donato.infante@gmail.com.

Enjoy a Free Subscription to an in-
credible online gateway of the best 
Catholic content, all in one place; 
books, videos, movies, audios, etc. 
It’s EASY and FREE to Register! 

A Gift of St. Roch Parish to You!!
Visit formed.org, click on Register, enter parish code 
M8R36X. Enter your email and create password. That’s it! 
Now sit back, enjoy and enrich your life with an incredible 
array of resources  focused on our rich Catholic faith.

SSt.. Josephh Thriftt Shopp 
Hours:   Tuesday: 10am~2pm, Friday: 10am~2pm

Saturday: 9am~1pm
688 Centrall St.. Auburn,, MAA 

Enjoy looking over the clothes, brik a brac, jewelry, toys and 
so much more.  Cash and Carry only. We cannot accept 
checks or credit cards. No returns ~ Prices are firm

Not Handicap accessible

Diocese of Worcester

Cursillo Movement

Women’s Weekends
April 9-12, 2026

October 15-18, 2026

Men’s Weekends
June 11-14, 2026

December 3-6, 2026

Immaculate Conception Center
600 Liberty Highway, Putnam, CT

For more information please contact:
Pam Hamilton

774-239-8909  phamilton1284@gmail.com

Visit:  www.fourthday.org

I stand at the door...

mailto:donato.infante@gmail.com
mailto:phamilton1284@gmail.com
www.fourthday.org
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Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, 
Goleta, CA 93111    Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, 
Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other 
trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

CALL 1-888-485-5350

Inogen® Portable Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.
Convert the air around you into 

medical-grade oxygen. At just under 3 lbs.*, 

Inogen® lightweight and compact portable 

oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 

prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Cannot be combined 
with other offers. Expires 3/31/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
Fixtures and 
FREE
Shower Door

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
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Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

267 Main St., Oxford
508-987-7122

www.coonaninsurance.com
"Serving Your Business And Personal Needs"

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Par adis . Givner
f u n e r a l  h o m e

357 Main Street, Oxford
(508) 987-2100
www.paradisfuneralhome.com

343 Main Street Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-6433

Family Owned 
and Operated 508-865-4822

. New Homes . Additions
. Garages . Decks

. General Building Projects

124 Main Street, Millbury, MA www.cslumberco.com

221 Main St. Oxford, MA 
(508) 987-3939
35 Harvard St. Worcester, MA
(508) 459-7571  By Appt Only

Mark 
Twombly Lee

COUNSELOR AT LAW, P.C.

www.mtllaw.net

• Probate and Family Law
• Real Estate Law
• Landlord and Tenant/Housing Law

Schedule a consultation 
with us today!

ERICH’S
CUTTING
EDGE
508-987-1870
304 Main St.
Oxford, MA
Mon. Tue. Fri..

Wed & Sat....... 

Thurs..............

8 to 5

7 to 1

8 to 6

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709

DAVID BARBALE
ROOFING & 

REMODELING

“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

ELISSA
COMEAU

Licensed REALTOR®
In MA & CT

978-549-5573
ecomeau@lamacchiarealty.com

www.balgrouphomes.com

Dr. Nicholas Withem
Dr. Nick Withem Dental

508-987-8125
www.drnickwithem.com

SCAN TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE!

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Be prepared before the next power outage.

No Fees. No Surprises. Just One
Incredible Off er at One
Incredible Price.

Spot price Free U.S. shipping
& 30-day returns+

Buy the NEW 2025 1 oz
Gold Eagle in MS70

1-855-571-2082

FREE SILVER EAGLE
FOR THE FIRST 100 CUSTOMERS

Disclaimer: Price subject to change based on
current market conditions.

GLOBAL
COIN

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

$99 Installation* Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 4/30/2022

75% off Total Purchase* 
* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and 
all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does 
not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion 
has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 9/30/25. LeafGuard operates as 
LeafGuard of New England in Massachusetts under MA HIC registration number 191456 and in Rhode Island under RI Contractor Reg. #42097.

Call now for your free estimate! 
Financing available 1.855.505.2672

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

Receive a $50 Visa Card 
with your FREE 
in-home estimate

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who 
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product con-
sultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $50 
VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid 
for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or involved 
with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend 
and complete presentation together. Participants must have 
a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The 
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of 

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and for-
mer Company customers. Card may not be extended, trans-
ferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card 

Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion 
form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not spon-
sored or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY 
and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not 
available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 9/30/25
* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, 
or we will clean your gutters for free.

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of New England in Massachu-
setts under MA HIC registration number 191456 and in Rhode 
Island under RI Contractor Reg. #42097.

* Does not include cost of material. 

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

mailto:ecomeau@lamacchiarealty.com
www.coonaninsurance.com
www.paradisfuneralhome.com
www.cslumberco.com
www.mtllaw.net
www.balgrouphomes.com
www.drnickwithem.com

