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Rev. James J. Boulette, Pastor
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Administrative Assistant ~ Mrs. Teri Rawson
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE 
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Benediction at 7:30 pm
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Phone: (508) 987-8987  
Email: parishoffice@strochoxford.com

Website: strochoxford.com
St. Roch Prayer Line Email:

Prayerline@strochoxford.com

334 Main Street, Oxford, Massachusetts 01540   
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Greetings to my brothers and sisters in Christ,

The Mass 2025/6, Issue Twenty-Three

The singing of sacred music adds a plethora of dimensions to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and to all our worship time, but
there are certain places and times for it, as there are certain places and times for everything that aids us in worship. During the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, there are explicit points when singing is appropriate. There are places when the Priest should chant certain 
parts, and there are places when the people should chant responses. For example, the simple greeting of the priest to the people, “The 
Lord be with you,” and the simple reply, “And with your Spirit.” This is the call and response of the Mass and there are many points 
in the Mass that we do this.

We also chant/sing the Mass parts: Kyrie Eleison (Lord have mercy), Gloria, Agnus Dei (Lamb of God), the Great Amen, the 
Responsorial Psalm, Etc. It is also a praiseworthy practice that the readings and Gospel be chanted during Mass. We chant/sing as we 
enter the mystery of the Mass, what we call the processional or entrance. There is a misconception as to why we are singing at this 
part of the Mass, it is not to welcome the celebrant. “The purpose of this chant is to open the celebration, foster the unity of those 
who have been gathered, introduce their thoughts to the mystery of the liturgical season or festivity, and accompany the procession 
of the priest and ministers” (GIRM, 47). 

“In the Dioceses of the United States of America, there are four options for the Entrance Chant [in order of priority]:
1. The antiphon from the Missal or the antiphon with its Psalm from the Graduale Romanum, as set to music there or in       

another setting;
2. The antiphon and Psalm of the Graduale Simplex for the liturgical time;
3. A chant from another collection of Psalms and antiphons, approved by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop,     

including Psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical forms;
4. Another liturgical chant that is suited to the sacred action, the day, or the time of year, similarly approved by the Conference

of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop” (IBID, 48).

The Offertory chant/singing is the transitional point from the Liturgy of the Word to the Liturgy of the Eucharist. It assists the 
people in their active participation, as all liturgical singing does. The chanting/singing helps the congregation participate in bringing 
gifts to the altar, representing their spiritual sacrifices. While bread and wine are brought forward, the singing symbolizes that the 
faithful are offering their own lives and daily struggles to God to be transformed. Historically, the offertory chant was a Psalm with 
an antiphon, part of the "Proper" of the Mass, designed to accompany the action until the gifts are placed on the altar. It connects the 
congregation to Christ's self-offering to the Father, preparing them to participate in the Eucharist.

The Communion chant/singing brings together the voices of all present, emphasizing that the Church is not just a collection of 
individuals but the united Body of Christ. It also reflects "gladness of heart" upon receiving the Eucharist. The music accompanies 
the procession to receive Communion, highlighting the faithful as a pilgrim people on a journey. According to the USCCB, it is not 
merely background music, but an integral part of the liturgy that fosters deeper participation. The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM) mandates that this chant starts at the Communion of the priest and continues until the last person has received Com-
munion, notes the USCCB. While it is common in some places for this time to be silent or for singing to start later, the liturgical  
ideal is for this song to accompany the entire procession. After everyone has received communion, a period of silent thanksgiving is 
appropriate.

The recessional or exiting chant/singing symbolizes bringing Christ's love from the sanctuary out into the world, echoing the
command to "Go in peace, glorifying the Lord with your life." It acts as a sending-forth hymn, encouraging the congregation to 
spread the Good News and continue Christ’s mission. While not a required liturgical component, it is a traditional way for the     
community to end the celebration in singing, just as it began. It often provides a moment to contemplate the mysteries of the Mass 
and the gift of receiving Jesus.

The final thing that I will mention about liturgical music is that it is not meant to fill the silence or for our entertainment. Silence 
and music are equally important. If we do not have adequate time for silence, we are not really praying. Liturgical music should help 
us enter more deeply into the mysteries of the Mass, not distract us from them. Then, once we enter the mysteries, we need the     
silence to have personal, intimate prayer with God. We must keep the silence sacred and not fall to the temptation to fill every      
moment with noise. Some of the important places to have sacred silence for personal prayer are before Mass, after each reading/
Gospel, after the homily, after Communion, after Mass, and in other places that the Priest will assist in facilitating.

With all my love and blessings from God,
Fr. Jim 
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Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 21      4:00 pm Departed Members of the Brenner Family by Patty & Bob Bombard
Sunday, March 22   8:30 am Eleanor Walinsky by the Jalbert Family

         11:00 am   The Parishioners of St. Roch Church
Monday, March 23 8:30 am Adelard Richard by the family
Tuesday, March 24 8:30 am All the Holy Souls in Purgatory by the Helpers of the Holy Souls
Wednesday, March 25 8:30 am William & Lillian Fitzpatrick by Pam & Paul Fitzpatrick
Thursday, March 26        No Mass
Friday, March 27       6:00 pm Marie Harrington & family (living) by Paula Miner & Ken Mills
Saturday, March 28      4:00 pm Gary Kemp by wife Linda
Sunday, March 29   8:30 am Alfred Mathurin by Paul & Ruth Mathurin

         11:00 am   Rev. Robert E. Kelley by the Rawson Family

A second collection for Catholic relief Services
will be taken this weekend, March 21 & 22. 
Thank you.

March 14 & 15
Offertory Envelopes   4,645.00
Online Giving                           40.00
Fuel   1,780.00
Other sources of income           849.00
                                        Thank you!            7,314.00

Sacrificial Offering

 

STATIONSS  OFF  THEE  CROSSS 
Fridays of Lent  ~  St. Roch Church 

Noon & 6:30 PM after Mass, 
during Adoration & Confessions.

            
Fridays:  March 27

Welcomee too thee Saintt Rochh 
secondd annuall Lentenn Fishh 
Bake..  Wee aree soo excidedd too 

invitee alll too joinn uss onn 66           
Fridayss duringg Lent!! 

  
Fridayy ,, Marr  277 

Eat-inn orr Take-outt 4p-6:00pp 
   

Dinnerr Menu:: Bakedd Haddock—Ricee Pilaf—Vegetablee   
Roll—Colee Slaw—Coffee/Teaa forr $188  

Kidss Macc && Cheesee forr $5.000   
Additionall Cashh andd Carry::  

Clamm Chowderr forr $5   
Sodaa forr $1.50  //  Waterr forr $11         

Thesee aree ticketlesss events..  Orderss 
cann bee madee on-linee att  

strochoxford.com/lenten-fish-bake,,  
byy scanningg thee QRR codee too thee left,, orr 
byy callingg thee officee too orderr too eat-inn 

orr take-out..   
 

Sharee withh andd invitee everyonee  
youu know!! 

Comee andd Joinn uss onn Saturday,, 
Aprill 11th,, 20266 att 5:30pmm forr 
ourr Annuall Paradee off Soups!! 

 
Tickets will be available at the church doors at all Masses on 
the weekend of March 28th and 29th, and at the doors of the 
event—Cash Only!

TICKETS INCLUDE: Soup, Dessert & Coffee/Tea.
CASH BAR AVAILABLE—Beer, Wine, Soda & Water.

Ticketless Pre-Sales are available on-line at 
https://strochoxford.com/parade-of-soups
or by scanning the QR code to the right.  You 
may also call the parish  office—Credit card 
options are available!

To register to bring soup or assist in other 
ways, see the bulletin, call the parish office, 
or visit on-line at https://
strochoxford.flocknote.com/signup/250996 or 
by scanning the QR code to the right.  

ALLL YOUU CANN EATT SOUP!! 
Adultss $10.00 // Childrenn 5-122 

$7.000  
Childrenn 44 andd underr FREE! 

https://strochoxford.com/parade-of-soups


SAINT ROCH PARISH                                               THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                        MARCH 22, 2026

ST. ROCH CEMETERY NOTICE:  All winter flower 
baskets must be removed by Sunday, April 12 so the 
maintenance crew can begin the spring clean up. 
All winter baskets remaining after this date will be discard-
ed. We greatly appreciate your assistance in this matter.
American flags will be distributed to all graves with military 
markers by the Oxford V.F.W. before Memorial Day.

American Heritage 
Girls and Trail Life 

USA
WE NEED YOUR 

HELP!
AHG and TLUSA is chartered here at Saint Roch. These groups 
are thriving and we have lots of kiddos running around learning 
skills and all about their Christian Faith. But we need your help 
because we don’t have enough adult leaders. Because of this 
issue we will have to start turning children away because we 
will not have the correct ratio. Please give the office a call if 
you are able to assist us in forming children with important life 
skills and in their faith. 

For more information 
please see our website at  https://

strochoxford.com/american-heritage
-girls or https://strochoxford.com/
trail-life-usa or scan the QR codes. 

John & Bev Makowski, Cynthia Clark, 
David Dumais, Ann Caplette, Deacon 

Jim Denning,  Jay and Jon Moore, Rose, Jill, Desirae, Jenn,    
Rayana and Julie, Fern Goldsmith, Cameron Chickering, Evelina 
Piscopo, Annmarie Morrissey, Julia Krasinskas, Paula Kapurch, 
June Deary, Andrea Reeves, Nancy Mott, Adam Yankauskas, Joel 
Balsh, Robert & Aline Krasinskas, Mary-ann Richard, Leona 
Shaw, Lorraine Dumais, Ernie LaVallee, Lisa Ackley, Lorna   
Hennessey, Cheryl Ducharme, Judy Leone, James Malo, Joseph, 
Matthew & Marie, Kyle Brodeur, Donald Morin, Pam Jackman, 
Leonard Marcotte, Chloe Jones, Jane Desy Montigny, Linda    
Vigeant, Dianne Ackley, Randy Henderson, Charley Theodore 
Cutting, Barbara Lavallee, Andrea Boyle, Melissa Dube, William 
Patrick Bernard, Peter Giles, Michelle, Susan Maass, Jack 
Hamilton, Barbara Wessell, Barry Fanion, Laura Kida, Sr. Jeanne 
Rouillard, Vinnie Rivers, David Breault, Gail Dunham, Tyler 
Tremblay, Patrick Driscoll, Sr., Michael Orciuch.

         334 CLUB  WEEKLY $25 WINNERS 
— Week 14 —

  # 205 Barbara Donovan
  # 388 Joseph Perry
  # 358 Mary Lou Crowley
  # 240 Patty Bombard
    CONGRATULATIONS!!

MEETING—Monday, March 30th 6:00 pm
Everyone is invited!

Looking to build onto our Fundraising Commi ee. 
We will be working on the details for the Parade of Soups 

& the Summer Fes val! Come join us!

ONLY $39 PER YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTION!

FORMS AVAILABLE AT ENTRANCES
TO THE CHURCH

and also in your envelope packet.
Please place in collec on basket.

FEBRUARY IS RENEWAL MONTH!

Oxford Community Center is sponsoring a 
SHOE DRIVE* Now thru April 15th

Donate your gently worn, used and new shoes today!
Collected Shoes not only will support the Community Cen-
ter, but they will be reused and given a second life by those 

in need. It’s a WIN-WIN!
*Please drop off all donations to:

Oxford Community Center
Oxford Public Library

**Please do not drop off in the church. Thank you.

EASTER FLOWERS
In your envelope packet, you will find an Easter 
Flowers envelope. Please fill in the name(s) of 
your loved ones. The envelopes may be dropped 
in any collection basket. 
Names received by Wednesday, March 25th 
will be enrolled in a special memorial listing.

Worcesterr Redd Soxx 
Sunday,, Augustt 9,, 20266 

1:055 Gamee 
   St. Roch Parish has a block of 50 seats  
   along the first-base line. 

Tickets $31 each includes $5 credit to purchase food, 
beverages or merchandise.  Call the rectory o ice at 
508-987-8987 to RESERVE NOW. 
First come-first served. Payment due by July 15. 
Gates open at 11:30 am. Polar Park Section 14.  
(Transportation not included.)

https://strochoxford.com/
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 Religious Education & Youth Nights 
Schedule 2026 

March Sessions: 
3/15 - K-6th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - 7th/8th Grade Session  
  @5:00-7:00 PM at St. Roch 
3/22 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - Confirma on Prep 4:00-7:00 PM  
  at Sacred Heart, Webster 
3/29 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 

April Sessions: 
4/12 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
          - High School Session  
  @4:00-7:30 PM at St. Roch 
4/26 - K-8th Grade Religious Ed  
  @9:30-10:45 AM at Parish Center 
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To The Knights of Columbus for their 
very generous gift towards our winter 
fuel expenses. We appreciate their good 
works and wish them well in all their 
endeavors. God Bless you all.

    
Are you homebound or need a little extra love and     

assistance? 

We Can Provide:
Visits and Conversation      Rides to the Doctors
Pickup a Needed Item      Groceries
Food Delivery                      or Other Needed Services

Call the Parish Office at 508-987-8987 for more  infor-
mation.  Linda Lloyd is leading this vital new Parish 
Ministry with a small number of ministers who are here 
to help. Call today!

Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf
The Oxford Ecumenical Council, our volunteers and the fami-
lies we support are grateful for your continued generosity.
To help us restock our shelves in the coming weeks, we 
need non-perishable food items such as canned vegetables 
(peas, carrots, green beans, potatoes, etc.), pasta, spaghetti 
sauce, Hamburger Helper and condiments (such as ketchup, 
mustard, relish, mayonnaise).

Please leave your donations in the Food Shelf DROP BOX 
located in the bins inside the front doors of the church.

If you need help providing food for yourself or your family, 
please come to see us.
Located in the lower level of the Oxford Community Center, 4 
Maple Road, the Oxford Food Shelf is open on Thursdays, 
4:30 to 6:30 pm, except holidays. For more infor-
mation, call 508-987-1062.

To make a financial donation, please mail a check 
to Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf, 4 Maple Road, 
Oxford MA 01540.

A Gift of St. Roch Parish to You!!
Visit formed.org, click on Register, 
enter parish code M8R36X. Enter your 
email and create password. FREE!

Diocese of Worcester

Cursillo Movement

Women’s Weekends
April 9-12, 2026

October 15-18, 2026

Men’s Weekends
June 11-14, 2026

December 3-6, 2026

Immaculate Conception Center
600 Liberty Highway, Putnam, CT

For more information please contact:
Pam Hamilton

774-239-8909  phamilton1284@gmail.com

Visit:  www.fourthday.org

I stand at the door...

ALPHA!
Whether you’re curious about faith or just want 
space to talk about life, Alpha is for you. It 
runs all over the world in churches, homes, ca-
fés, and online, bringing people together to 
watch thought-provoking talks and have honest 
conversations. 

No pressure, no judgment, just real connection. 
And everyone’s invited.

STAY TUNED! MORE TO COME!
We will be looking for people who can be trained to help 
facilitate the sessions. If you enjoyed Light of the World, 

then Alpha is a ministry for you. 
We are going FISHING, we want to invite everyone to 

COME and SEE!  We are becoming FISHERS of MEN!  
Go and make disciples of all nations.

https://alphausa.org/

We hope these bowls served as a daily 
guide in your prayers, fasting and alms-
giving during the Holy Season of Lent. 

Thank you for your donations to Catholic Relief Services. 
We will begin collecting all CRS Rice Bowls Easter week-
end. Please return to the designated space at the feet of 
Our Lady’s statue. 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY
Once a year, we commit ourselves to 
this ongoing work by supporting this 
life-giving appeal. We reflect on 

God’s great generosity and respond with generous giving of 
our own. With your support, faith in action is visible every 
day in the compassionate outreach of Catholic Charities, to 
the least among us; in the prayerful witness of our retired 
priests and the joy of new priestly vocations; to the many 
diocesan ministries and programs that heal, teach and care 
for others. If you have already made a gift to the 2026      
appeal, we thank you. Your gift will help us in reaching our 
parish goal of $55,000. You can also make your gift online  
at www.partners-charity.net. Thank you!   

mailto:phamilton1284@gmail.com
www.fourthday.org
https://alphausa.org/
www.partners-charity.net
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Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 3/30/2026. 

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 3/31/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 12/1/2025 and 3/31/2026. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 3/31/2026. 
40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promo Period: when no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is 
paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various 
financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the 
service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen" and 
all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2026 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

Save on Windows and Doors!

Affordable Financing!

NO Money Down,

NO Monthly Payments,

NO Interest for 12 months

40%
OFF

Buy One, Get One

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Take an Extra

$200OFF

AND AND

ALL WINDOWS AND DOORS
Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues during promotional period but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

  

Call by March 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

866-931-0908
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Coonan
Insurance Agency

Tom Coonan

267 Main St., Oxford
508-987-7122

www.coonaninsurance.com
"Serving Your Business And Personal Needs"

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Par adis . Givner
f u n e r a l  h o m e

357 Main Street, Oxford
(508) 987-2100
www.paradisfuneralhome.com

343 Main Street Oxford, MA 01540
508-987-6433

Family Owned 
and Operated 508-865-4822

. New Homes . Additions
. Garages . Decks

. General Building Projects

124 Main Street, Millbury, MA www.cslumberco.com

ERICH’S
CUTTING
EDGE
508-987-1870
304 Main St.
Oxford, MA
Mon. Tue. Fri..

Wed & Sat....... 

Thurs..............

8 to 5

7 to 1

8 to 6

FREE ESTIMATES

(508) 248-6709

DAVID BARBALE
ROOFING & 

REMODELING

“Jesus Wept.” John 11:35 

ELISSA
COMEAU

Licensed REALTOR®
In MA & CT

978-549-5573
ecomeau@lamacchiarealty.com

www.balgrouphomes.com

Dr. Nicholas Withem
Dr. Nick Withem Dental

508-987-8125
www.drnickwithem.com

SCAN TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE!

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Call 617-841-4985 to schedule
 your free quote today!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 300-2419CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
for 12 Months**

PLUS

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

1-855-444-3698

PF-SPAD0505111658

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the first year of service and cannot be combined 

with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the 

MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month 

of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an 

additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. 

Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, 

patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. 

Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

ottub-enoelpmiS• n
operation

ecivreselbadroffA•

ciovyaw-2defiilpmA• e
communication

S.Uotssecca7/42• .
based emergency
operators

noitcetednoitacolSPG•

ediwnoitaNelbaliavA•

MobileHelp Features:

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 
systems MobileHelp protects you:

Places where your
Help Button will work

Traditional Help
Buttons

At Home

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

Shopping

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-844-958-3699
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 

Add i f itht f il bl f t j t

CALL US: 1-844-958-3699
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 

Add-on airfare withtransfers available for most major gateways.

mailto:ecomeau@lamacchiarealty.com
www.coonaninsurance.com
www.paradisfuneralhome.com
www.cslumberco.com
www.balgrouphomes.com
www.drnickwithem.com

