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August 4th, 2026

Updates on Parish Projects

﻿Fellow parish leaders, staff, volunteers and parishioners
God is good! I hope you are all enjoying your summer. Thank you for all you do for our parish with love and dedication. May the Lord reward you.
This is just to update you that though this year we had probably the most projects, we are on the right course and they are getting done, soon we will have a good break except necessary minor maintenance. 
Here is the progress update
1. School's roofs have now all been replaced.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. The parish office roof is getting done this week. We were able to pay roofer half of $55,000 and we arranged to pay them the balance in installments until December 2026.
3. The parking lot has been tedious and expensive project but it is 99% done. Curbing along the fence is being done on 8/4/2026. 
4. The fence along 54th street is done together with a small lockable gate.
5. Carberry hall doors are getting replaced.  New parts are being ordered to complete this project at a to be determined date, the funds were fully donated by a parishioner.

Dear friends,
These projects have been more than expensive and parishioners have sacrificed because they love God and their Church. As parish leaders, we have dug into our savings and little investments. We almost depleted our savings. We are therefore very tight financially but we hope to build back our savings. We know that the economy is not great now but the offertory has been steady for now. Our rent income has been beneficial and we hope our blue house could be rented soon. My joy is that our property is well maintained which not only adds to the beauty, value and security of our parish but gives our parishioners the right environment to worship and draw closer to God and each other. 
As tight as we are financially, I would like us to get the fence done as well. The portion that is not done yet is looking bad and weak. I would love to have it all done. It will look good with our new parking lot and will add extra security layer to our campus.
We received a bid from pacific fence for about $65,000 to get the whole fence done from Knight street all the way to 52nd by the church. To have an automated gate, we need to add about $25,000 to that. As good as this is and I like it automated, I don’t think this is absolutely necessary and urgent for now.
Right now, I would like us to do all that we can to complete the fence and have a secure gate. Why not wait until next year? One may ask. My fear is that the cost of living is going up, and with inflation and gas prices so unstable, we can predict the cost of materials will go up. Procrastination is therefore not a solution. I would like to request you dear leaders, council members and volunteers, to support me in getting this done. I always count on your support but more than you God is always good to us and he will not let us down. If anyone is willing to chip in a few dollars or if you know of friends who can donate to this noble cause, please advocate for Our Lady of Sorrows, our beloved home, our beloved parish. 
I invite all of us to pray and continue supporting our parish with our talents, time and treasure.  Together we minister to our people, together we proclaim the gospel, together we are good stewards of the parish resources. I love that our parishioners always step up when called upon. I need everyone to help with this. (Please forward this message to other parishioners. This letter will also be in the bulletin.
Thank you again for your contribution, advice and support. I am here to listen. You can email or call me or talk with me in person. I look forward to any ideas and input you may have and of course your financial help however little. To you all dear parishioners and friends, I ask God's blessings over you and your loved ones.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Chrispine Otieno
Pastor, OLS
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