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Sunday and Daily Masses 
have been suspended until 
further notice. 
 

Baptism 
Parishioners are asked to call the 
Parish Office for the times of the 
monthly liturgical celebrations and 
to arrange for classes. 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation 
Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange a confession.  
 
Marriage 
Parishioners requesting a 
marriage date must have  
been registered in the  
parish for six months.  
 

Phone Numbers 
Parish Office & Rectory:  
301-622-1122  
Fax: 301-625-9266  
School: 301-622-3076  
 
sjbssparish.org 
FaceBook.com/sjbcc 
@SJB_Catholic 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’  (On Care for Our Common Home) 

CHAPTER TWO – The Gospel of Creation 

VII. The Gaze of Jesus 
This is the last section of Chapter Two.  Reading its five paragraphs, one 
might wonder if Pope Francis wanted to validate his writings in response to 
those who might accuse him of messing in politics.  So he asks us to consider 
what Jesus says. 

   + In talking with his disciples, Jesus would invite them to recognize the paternal 
relationship God has with all his creatures.  “Look at the birds of the air; they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them” (Mt 6:26). 
   + As he made his way throughout the land, Jesus often stopped to contemplate 
the beauty sown by his Father, and invited his disciples to perceive a divine 
message in things.  “Lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already ripe for 
harvest” (Jn 4:35). 
   + Jesus lived in full harmony with creation.  “What sort of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him?” (Mt 8:27). 
   + Jesus’ appearance was not that of an ascetic set apart from the world, nor of 
an enemy to the pleasant things of life.  Of himself he said: “The Son of Man 
came eating and drinking and they say, `Look, a glutton and a drunkard!’”  
(Mt 11:19). 
   + Jesus worked with his hands, in daily contact with the matter created by God, 
to which he gave form by his craftsmanship.  “Is not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary?” (Mk 6:3). 
 

Continued next week.  
(For more about Laudato Si’ from the Eco-Ministry, please see pages four, five and six.) 

Next week’s readings - Ascension of the Lord 
Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11   Psalm 47   Ephesians 1:17-23   Matthew 28:16-20 

Sunday, May 17, 2020                                                   Sixth Sunday of Easter 

This week’s readings: Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8   Psalm 66   1 Peter 3:15-18   John 14:15-21 

Today’s Gospel is a continuation from last week, in which Jesus told 
his disciples that he was the way, the truth and the life.  It was not an 
easy concept for them.  As faithful Jewish people, they were 
accustomed to relying on a rigid set of rules. 

      

Christianity is not a set of rules or a philosophy of life, but a 
relationship with a person, the person of Christ and through him the 
triune God.  Rules and regulations are static and rigid, a living 
relationship is dynamic, requiring communication, trust, and faith.  

Through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, we are invited into an ever-
deepening relationship with God. 
      

The concept can also be difficult for us.  Rigid rules are clear and spelled out for us.  
Acting in accord with that saying, What would Jesus do, often requires more of us than 
we’re prepared to give. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
FaceBook.com/sjbcc
mailto:@SJB_Catholic


Mass Intentions (May 18 - May 23) 

page two                                               May 17, 2020 

Send Bulletin announcements to  
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Send Website announcements to  
kbrown@sjbssparish.org 

Parish Directory 
 Father Brault  pastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Father Kozubek  assocpastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Parish Office  secretary@sjbssparish.org 

 Finance Office  kkuzemka@sjbssparish.org 

 Faith Formation  adultdre@sjbssparish.org 

 Youth Ministry  youth@sjbssparish.org 

 Liturgy & Music   sdecamp@sjbssparish.org 

 Social Concerns  socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org 

 Athletic Ministry  www.sjbathletics.org 

 Parochial School brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org 

                       Bulletin  sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org  

          Parish Website   www.sjbssparish.org 

          School Website  www.sjbsilverspring.org             

**Bulletin Deadline** 
May 31 Bulletin & Website deadline  

Friday, May 22, at 9:00 a.m 

Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Y. David Brault Pastor 
 Rev. Cezary Kozubek Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Glen Willis Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Austin Charles Ochu Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Eliot Nitz Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Nicolás Rodriguez Weekend Associate 
 Deacon James Gorman Permanent Deacon 
 Deacon Ed McCormack Permanent Deacon 

The Mass intentions for the week will be prayed by 
both priests. 

    Monday  - Shannon Albino –L- (M. Kerley)           
       - Sunrise Assisted Living Residents –L- 
                          (SJB Parishioners) 
    Tuesday  - Victims of Coronavirus (Parishioners) 
        - Michael Guillot (SJB Parishioners) 
Wednesday - Cardinal Baum (SJB Parishioners) 
          - Peter Huan Nguyen (Parishioner) 
   Thursday  - Dcn. Timothy D. Enright (SJB Parishioners) 
        - Families of Coronavirus Victims –L- 
            (Parishioners) 
        Friday   - Cadia Nursing Home Residents –L- 
            (SJB Parishioners) 
                       - Cardinal Hickey (Parishioners) 
   Saturday   - Paul Rothberg –L- (N. & J. Peters) 

How to Keep Informed of SJB Parish News 
Flocknotes:  Visit our SJB website, www.sjbssparish.org, 
and on the first page, enter an email address to receive 
Flocknotes through email. 
Bulletin:  Visit our website bulletin page at https://
www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins to access the latest SJB 
bulletin.  To have a link to the latest SJB bulletin sent 
directly to your email from our bulletin printer (FATA), 
visit https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/
StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring and enter your email 
address.   
Previous Bulletins:  Previous bulletins can be viewed by 
visiting https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins and 
selecting a bulletin date. 
      
Our accountant, Karen Kuzemka, is in the Parish Office 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  The rest of the Office and School is closed.   
Please contact staff via emails listed below.  To reach 
Father David or Father Cezary, please call 301-622-3935.   
 

Feeding the Hungry 

For information regarding organizations feeding the 
hungry, please visit our website, www.sjbssparish.org. 

ADW Information Resources 
As Catholics, caring for our spiritual and sacramental 
lives is paramount. Therefore, the Archdiocese is 
providing the following pastoral guidance and resources 
for your use:   
    

The Archdiocesan website has a page with 
informational resources on coronavirus: https://
adw.org/coronavirus/.   

The Archdiocesan website has resources on how to 
receive spiritual communion: https://adw.org/
coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/.   

Take time to read and reflect upon the readings from 
Sunday Mass. You can find the readings 
at usccb.org and a Sunday Gospel reflection on 
our YouTube channel.  

Our archdiocesan Sunday TV Mass is available 
online:  https://adw.org/parishes-masses/
sunday-tv-mass/. 

Here is a prayer by Pope Francis to Mary during the 
coronavirus pandemic: https://adw.org/text-of-
popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-
pandemic/.  

Pastoral care to the sick will continue incorporating 
protocols recommended by health professionals. 

      

The Archdiocese will continue to make additional 
spiritual and informational resources available and 
provide regular updates on their website, www.adw.org/
coronavirus.  Please know of Archbishop Gregory’s 
prayers and love for you.  

mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kbrown@sjbssparish.org
mailto:pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:assocpastor@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:secretary@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbathletics.org
mailto:brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
http://www.sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbsilverspring.org
http://www.sjbssparish.org
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
http://www.sjbssparish.org
https://adw.org/coronavirus/
https://adw.org/coronavirus/
https://adw.org/coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/
https://adw.org/coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese
https://adw.org/parishes-masses/sunday-tv-mass/
https://adw.org/parishes-masses/sunday-tv-mass/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
http://www.adw.org/coronavirus
http://www.adw.org/coronavirus


 

 

May 17, 2020                     page three 

SJB Exposition/Mass Live Streamed 

All are invited to join Fr. Cezary as he streams 
Mass every morning at 9 a.m. on our St. John 
the Baptist Facebook Page, https://
www.facebook.com/sjbcc. 
     

The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
be live streamed on Fridays from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.    
     

Reconciliation/Confession 
As it has been printed in the bulletin over the 
past number of weeks, Confessions are 
available by both priests by calling the SJB 
emergency line, 301-622-3935. 
Fr. Cezary is available for Confession by 
calling 301-622-1122 and leaving a message 

on his voicemail at extension 142. 

SJB Parish ‘Drive Out Hunger’ Food Drive 
The SJB Parish Food Drive started Saturday, April 25, and 
will continue on the first and third Saturday morning of 
each month from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  Please drive to the table 
in front of the Lyon Center and as you stay safe in your car, 
just pop your trunk or tailgate and your donation will be 
unloaded. Dry goods are preferred. If you’d like to offer 
your financial support in addition to, or instead of food 
items, please make your donation at https://
www.paypal.me/KofCCouncil11106Food.  All financial 
donations are used to purchase food items. Food donations 
will be distributed to the Manna Food Bank and the St. 
Camillus Food Bank.  Thank you for your generosity and 
please help spread the word on this vital outreach.  This 
Food Drive is being organized by the SJB Men’s Group and 
SJB Knights of Columbus. If you have a question or need 
more information, please email Rob Farrell at 
ROB@sjbknights.com 

Weekly Stewardship Report 

Our Weekly Stewardship Report will be suspended until 
our Masses resume. 

While we are temporarily not celebrating Mass, your 
weekly donations to help keep our bills paid are 
appreciated.  Please mail them to St. John the Baptist,  
12319 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD  20904.   

Thank you to all who have sent their weekly donations to 
the Parish Office.  It is greatly appreciated. 

From our Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Parishioners, 

             We have finally received funds 
from the Small Business Administration. 
With these funds, our parish staff will be 
brought back to a normal state. We will use this loan for 
the salaries and benefits of our employees. The funds 
may and will also help defray the expenses for gas, 
water and electric expenses. These funds will see us 
through July 4th. 
 I have contacted individuals at the Pastoral 
Center with a variety of questions concerning the three 
phases of the governor’s plan. A number of committees 
are engaged internally and with the State in developing 
the appropriate method of resuming whatever the new 
normal will be. I have received a notification with 
reference to Visitation of Catholic Cemeteries.  The 
hours of visitation are as follows: Monday – Saturday 
from 4:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. (summer hours), Sunday 
and Holidays from 7:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. (summer 
hours).  SOCIAL DISTANCING MUST BE ADHERED 
TO WHILE VISITING THE CEMETERIES. 
 Governor Hogan reminded us that he will be 
directed by the science and facts in the phased 
reopening of our State. We have not vanquished the 
Virus, but we have the means to limit its power. The 
Stay-at-home directive and the limiting of numbers in 
social gatherings saves lives, including yours and mine. 
 Once the Stay-at-home directive has been lifted, 
the Parish Office will be opened in conformity with the 
national guidelines of social distancing, masks and the 
restrictions in place (local, county, state). Some of this 
will be confusing and call for patience and 
understanding. However, with a sense of humor and 
keeping in mind that we are doing all we can to save 
your life and mine, we will work through what has to be 
done.    

SJB Men’s Group –  

Your Saturday Morning Place To Be 
Attention men over 18 years old. Scripture is 
packed with action, drama, and incredible 
power. Join us Saturday mornings and connect 
with the Word and your brothers in Christ. Deacon Ed 
McCormack facilitates as we unpack scripture in an 
atmosphere of fellowship and community. Discover for 
yourself the meaning of ‘Iron Sharpens Iron.’  Get your 
scriptural questions answered and share your faith journey.  
The ZOOM room opens at 7:15 a.m. and we get under way at 
7:30 a.m. Guys say it’s the most fruitful one hour they 
experience all day. To join us with video & audio just go to:   
      

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/873867511.  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511  
For audio only by phone, dial: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511.  

For more information, please contact Dave Michaels at 
invitedtolife@gmail.com. 
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Last week we left off remarking how the 
experience of life of the Risen Christ means enjoying 
nothing but God, and doing so right now.  To enjoy and 
know God alone, however, requires turning our attention 
away from all the multiple things that preoccupy us to 
center on nothing but God.  In other words, we must 
practice detachment.  Indeed, to detach is to know nothing 
but God.  We get some phenomenal 
and fantastically liberating insight into 
detachment and the truth of nothing 
but God from Meister Eckhart.  In his 
Sermon 71, he speaks about Acts 9:8: 
“Paul rose from the ground and with 
eyes open he saw nothing.”  Eckhart 
preaches, “It seems to me that this 
little word [i.e., nothing] has four 
meanings. One meaning is: When he 
got up from the ground, with eyes 
open he saw nothing, and the nothing 
was God; for when he saw God, he 
[Luke] calls this a nothing. The second: 
When he got up he saw nothing but God. The third: In all 
things he saw nothing but God. The fourth: When he saw 
God, he viewed all things as nothing.” 

The Meister unfolds several meanings to the 
scriptural word “nothing.”  Basically, God is nothing and 
there is nothing but God, in all things, who is nothing.  
Eckhart gives us his way of nothingness.  Our reality, who 
we really are, is often confused with our form, the surface 
of who we are.  The Meister is clear up front: our reality is 
the divine nothingness.  We realize this mind-blowing 
truth by the cross, detachment, and interior nothingness.  
For, to see God is to see nothing.  God is not a thing we can 
see, know, or enjoy.  We can only enjoy nothing but God 
by practicing nothingness within.  Our thoughts and 
feelings add something to the bare reality of God.  
Detachment is the process of gently releasing all these 
“somethings” – dis-identifying with all our superficial 
identities and our mental possessions – to know nothing 
but the Nothing.  When we enter within our own 
nothingness, we will discover it is the nothingness of God. 
 An anonymous monk exclaims, “I don’t want to 
bother about myself anymore, to know what others think 
of me, what I think of myself, only GOD!  GOD!  GOD!”  
For that to happen we must listen to the wisdom of Meister 
Eckhart: “If someone tells you that God is here or there, 

Mystical  Word 

written by L.J. Milone, Director of Faith Formation, ljmilone@sjbssparish.org  

pay them no heed. And if they tell you that God is this or 
that, ignore them. For you will only find God when you 
remove every something and seek him in nothing, and you 
will only see him when you become blind and remove 
every something from him. If you do this, you will finally 
have only God, and God will have only you.  This is what 
matters; the rest will take care of itself.” 

 There is nothing but the 
Nothing, which we realize by 
abiding in the state of pure 
nothingness.  This is a nondual, 
spiritual state, that is, beyond 
thinking, emotion, and even the 
subject-object structure of 
consciousness.  In this state, there is 
no thinking.  One pays no attention 
to thought; one is attentive to 
nothing.  There’s nothing but the 
Nothing and there’s nothing to it, 
that is, to realizing there’s nothing 
but the Nothing.  It only takes a 

gentle sinking into the divine within, a practice of gentle, 
simple, and pure Nothing within.  Our practice: constant, 
consistent, simply, purely, and only NOTHING within, without, 
everywhere, nowhere. 

We detach and let go by abiding in the pure 
nothingness within, in which things arise and fall, in which 
everything passes.  Thoughts, feelings, memories, 
sensations all come and go without sticking to us.  We let 
them pass us by.  Everything will pass; we only consent to 
it happening.  In the same sermon, Eckhart also says, “A 
person who does not consider all transitory things as trifles 
and as nothing will not find God.  You must realize that 
one has to pass over the “little bit” and must remove all 
additions and know God [as he is] one.”  We have to see 
that everything else passes away, that everything else does 
not matter compared to the Nothing.  Our senses, 
thoughts, our very consciousness are all but “a little bit.”  
To pass over the little bit of our minds we have to 
“completely remove all ‘something’ from God.”  It is not a 
severe renunciation as much as a gentle subtraction.   
 Then, life changes.  We see things in a wholly new 
light.  What used to upset us no longer does.  Offenses slip 
off our radar as fast as water slides off a duck.  Even more, 
we are suffused with bliss.  We are free to live.  We can, 
amazingly, enjoy life just as it is. 

Eco-Ministry - Pope Francis’ encyclical, "Laudato Si’: On Care for our Common Home," is the first encyclical devoted 

entirely to church teaching on the environment and human ecology. To mark the fifth anniversary of his encyclical, Pope 
Francis invites Catholics worldwide to participate in Laudato Si’ Week, May 16-24, 2020 with the theme, “Everything is 
Connected.”  St. John the Baptist Parish will join with the world community for the Global Day of Prayer on May 24 with 
an online prayer celebration 3:00-3:35 p.m.  Deacon Ed McCormack will provide a reflection about Laudato Si’ at that 
celebration.   Please contact Debra Street via e-mail (keithanddebra@verizon.net) for the ZOOM invitation to the online 
celebration and see the bulletin insert from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops on pages five and six. 
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