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Sunday and Daily Masses 
have been suspended until 
further notice. 
 

Baptism 
Parishioners are asked to call the 
Parish Office for the times of the 
monthly liturgical celebrations and 
to arrange for classes. 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation 
Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange a confession.  
 
Marriage 
Parishioners requesting a 
marriage date must have  
been registered in the  
parish for six months.  
 

Phone Numbers 
Parish Office & Rectory:  
301-622-1122  
Fax: 301-625-9266  
School: 301-622-3076  
 
sjbssparish.org 
FaceBook.com/sjbcc 
@SJB_Catholic 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’  (On Care for Our Common Home) 

CHAPTER TWO – The Gospel of Creation 

VII. The Gaze of Jesus, continued 
      
Pope Francis concludes Chapter Two with these observations. 
In the Christian understanding of the world, the destiny of all creation is 
bound up with the mystery of Christ, present from the beginning: “All things have 
been created through him and for him” (Col 1:16).  From the beginning of the world, 
but particularly through the incarnation, the mystery of Christ is at work in a hidden 
manner in the natural world as a whole, without thereby impinging on its autonomy. 
      

The last paragraph reads:  The New Testament does not only tell us of the earthly Jesus 
and his tangible and loving relationship with the world.  It also shows him risen and 
glorious, present throughout creation by his universal Lordship: “For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross”  
(Cor 2:19-20).   
      

This leads us to direct our gaze to the end of time, when the Son will deliver all things 
to the Father, so that “God may be everything to every one” (1 Cor 15:28).  Thus, the 
creatures of this world no longer appear to us under merely natural guise because the 
risen One is mysteriously holding them to himself and directing them towards fullness 
as their end.  
      

Next week: CHAPTER THREE -  The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis 

Next week’s readings - Pentecost Sunday 
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11   Psalm 104   1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13   John 20:19-23 

Sunday, May 24, 2020                                                   Ascension of  the Lord 

This week’s readings: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11   Psalm 47   Ephesians 1:17-23   Matthew 28:16-20 

Following is a reflection on the Psalm for this feast.  It comes from the 2020 edition of 
Living Liturgy. 

Today’s psalm is one of the most triumphant in the whole 
book of Psalms.  It paints a picture we can clearly see in our 
minds as well as hear, with the sounds of trumpets blaring 
and the joyful shouts of the thronging crowds.  Jesus’ words 
to the disciples in Matthew’s gospel are also triumphant.  He 
tells them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me.”  With the power he has been given, Jesus 

commissions the disciples to go out to all the nations and baptize “in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  It is fitting that our psalm ends with 
the affirmation “for king of all the earth is God ... God reigns over all the nations.”  
      

In the second verse of today’s psalm, we are called to “Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
sing praise to our king, sing praise.”  In our daily lives, how do we offer praise to God 
the King? 
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Send Bulletin announcements to  
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Send Website announcements to  
kbrown@sjbssparish.org 

Parish Directory 
 Father Brault  pastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Father Kozubek  assocpastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Parish Office  secretary@sjbssparish.org 

 Finance Office  kkuzemka@sjbssparish.org 

 Faith Formation  adultdre@sjbssparish.org 

 Youth Ministry  youth@sjbssparish.org 

 Liturgy & Music   sdecamp@sjbssparish.org 

 Social Concerns  socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org 

 Athletic Ministry  www.sjbathletics.org 

 Parochial School brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org 

                       Bulletin  sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org  

          Parish Website   www.sjbssparish.org 

          School Website  www.sjbsilverspring.org             

**Bulletin Deadline** 
June 7 Bulletin & Website deadline  

Friday, May 29, at 9:00 a.m 

Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Y. David Brault Pastor 
 Rev. Cezary Kozubek Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Glen Willis Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Austin Charles Ochu Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Eliot Nitz Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Nicolás Rodriguez Weekend Associate 
 Deacon James Gorman Permanent Deacon 
 Deacon Ed McCormack Permanent Deacon 

The Mass intentions for the week will be prayed by 
both priests. 

     Monday  - Victoire Pierre-Louis (M. Charles)  
     Tuesday  - Mary Bucher (R. Fritz) 
        - Frank Gannon (Gannon Family) 
Wednesday - Deceased Priests of SJB (Parishioners) 
          - Marta Contreras Rottweiler (B. Behrmann) 
   Thursday  - Bob Egan (P. Egan) 
        - Kathryn Wallace (SJB Parishioners) 
        Friday   - Laura McDonald (Parishioners) 
                       - George Daniello (Family) 
    Saturday   - Robert & Adelaide Curren (D. & J. Aquino) 

How to Keep Informed of SJB Parish News 
Flocknotes:  Visit our SJB website, www.sjbssparish.org, 
and on the first page, enter an email address to receive 
Flocknotes through email. 
Bulletin:  Visit our website bulletin page at https://
www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins to access the latest SJB 
bulletin.  To have a link to the latest SJB bulletin sent 
directly to your email from our bulletin printer (FATA), 
visit https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/
StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring and enter your email address.   
Previous Bulletins:  Previous bulletins can be viewed by 
visiting https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins and 
selecting a bulletin date. 
      
Our accountant, Karen Kuzemka, is in the Parish Office 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  The rest of the Office and School is closed.   
Please contact staff via emails listed below.  To reach Father 
David or Father Cezary, please call 301-622-3935.   

ADW Information Resources 
As Catholics, caring for our spiritual and sacramental 
lives is paramount. Therefore, the Archdiocese is 
providing the following pastoral guidance and resources 
for your use:   
    

The Archdiocesan website has a page with 
informational resources on coronavirus: https://
adw.org/coronavirus/.   

The Archdiocesan website has resources on how to 
receive spiritual communion: https://adw.org/
coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/.   

Take time to read and reflect upon the readings from 
Sunday Mass. You can find the readings 
at usccb.org and a Sunday Gospel reflection on 
our YouTube channel.  

Our archdiocesan Sunday TV Mass is available 
online:  https://adw.org/parishes-masses/
sunday-tv-mass/. 

Here is a prayer by Pope Francis to Mary during the 
coronavirus pandemic: https://adw.org/text-of-
popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-
pandemic/.  

Pastoral care to the sick will continue incorporating 
protocols recommended by health professionals. 

      

The Archdiocese will continue to make additional 
spiritual and informational resources available and 
provide regular updates on their website, www.adw.org/
coronavirus.  Please know of Archbishop Gregory’s 
prayers and love for you.  

As we comply with the directive of the Archbishop and the 
request of the Montgomery County Executive, no Masses 
will be celebrated at St. John the Baptist until further 
notice.   

mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kbrown@sjbssparish.org
mailto:pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:assocpastor@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:secretary@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbathletics.org
mailto:brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
http://www.sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbsilverspring.org
http://www.sjbssparish.org
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
https://adw.org/coronavirus/
https://adw.org/coronavirus/
https://adw.org/coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/
https://adw.org/coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/
http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese
https://adw.org/parishes-masses/sunday-tv-mass/
https://adw.org/parishes-masses/sunday-tv-mass/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://adw.org/text-of-popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
http://www.adw.org/coronavirus
http://www.adw.org/coronavirus


 

 

From the Desk of our Pastor Remember in Prayer those who have died: 
Laura McDonald, wife of Michael McDonald; and 
Kathryn Wallace, wife of Larry Wallace. 
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SJB Exposition/Mass Live Streamed 

All are invited to join Fr. Cezary as he streams 
Mass every morning at 9 a.m. on our St. John the 
Baptist Facebook Page, https://
www.facebook.com/sjbcc. 
     

The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be live streamed 
on Fridays from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.    
     

Reconciliation/Confession 
Confessions are available by both priests by calling the SJB 
emergency line, 301-622-3935. 
 Fr. Cezary is available for Confession by calling  
301-622-1122 and leaving a message on his voicemail at 
extension 142. 

Weekly Stewardship Report 

Our Weekly Stewardship Report will be suspended until 
our Masses resume. 

While we are temporarily not celebrating Mass, your 
weekly donations to help keep our bills paid are 
appreciated.  Please mail them to St. John the Baptist,  
12319 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD  20904.   

Thank you to all who have sent their weekly donations to 
the Parish Office.  It is greatly appreciated. 

SJB Men’s Group  
Attention men over 18 years old. Scripture is 
packed with action, drama, and incredible 
power. Join us Saturday mornings and connect 
with the Word and your brothers in Christ. 
Deacon Ed McCormack facilitates as we unpack scripture in 
an atmosphere of fellowship and community. Get your 
scriptural questions answered and share your faith journey.  
The ZOOM room opens at 7:15 a.m. and we get under way at 
7:30 a.m. Guys say it’s the most fruitful one hour they 
experience all day. To join us with video & audio just go to:   
      

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/873867511.  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511  
For audio only by phone, dial: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511.  
 
For more information, please contact Dave Michaels at 
invitedtolife@gmail.com. 

Important Update on the Jubilarian Mass 
The annual Jubilarian Mass has been postponed to the 
fall. More information will be available in upcoming 
weeks. 

Eco-Ministry  

Pope Francis’ encyclical, "Laudato Si’: On Care for 
our Common Home," is the first encyclical devoted 
entirely to church teaching on the environment and 
human ecology. To mark the fifth anniversary of his 
encyclical, Pope Francis invites Catholics 
worldwide to participate in Laudato Si’ Week, May 16-24, 
2020 with the theme, “Everything is Connected.”  St. John 
the Baptist Parish will join with the world community for 
the Global Day of Prayer Sunday, May 24, with an online 
prayer celebration 3:00-3:35 p.m.  Deacon Ed McCormack 
will provide a reflection about Laudato Si’ at that 
celebration.    
 Please contact Debra Street via e-mail 
(keithanddebra@verizon.net) for the ZOOM invitation to the 
online celebration. 

I received an update from the Moderator 
of the Curia, Father Carson. I share 
directly from the e-mail: “The restriction 
on not holding public Masses is still in 
place until further notice. We continue to put plans and 
resources together for when we can resume public 
Masses and to do so in an orderly, safe, and well-
communicated manner. It is our hope to communicate 
soon to you a timeline for when public Masses can 
resume so you can plan accordingly.” 
 
The challenge confronting us is to make use of our 
ability to understand facts and ask for the continued 
grace of patience from the Holy Spirit. From a spiritual 
perspective, I have noticed parishioners making 
visitations to our parish grounds to pray at the Marian 
shrine next to the Church. The placing of flowers at the 
base of the image of our Blessed Mother and 
parishioners seating themselves to pray the rosary or 
other devotional prayers are reminders to me, and to all 
of us, that we are not alone in this difficult time. The 
month of May has and continues to be a special time for 
devotions in honor of our Holy Mother, Mary.  
 
Over the past several weeks we have become even more 
aware of the importance of our mothers, realizing how 
truly central they are in our lives. 
 
May the good Lord bless all our mothers both living and 
deceased for their many acts of kindness and gentleness.   
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***Around Town*** 
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Please Help the Little Sisters of the Poor 
The Little Sisters of the Poor need support as they provide 
care for the elderly at their Jeanne Jugan Residence during 
these challenging times. Since the Little Sisters are unable 
to go to the local parishes and collect donations for the 
needs of their Residents, please consider donating any of 
the following items and have them delivered to the 
address below:   
      
Jeanne Jugan Residence  
4200 Harewood Road, NE 
Washington, D.C. 20017 
202-269-1831.   
Donations can be delivered at the main entrance.  Most 
needed items: 
     

          Disposable gloves 
Disposable head covers and shoe covers 
Isolation gowns 
Disposable masks 
Laundry detergent 
Disinfectant wipes and spray 
Nutri-grain fruit bars, fig newtons 
Individual servings of applesauce 
Frito lay variety chips 
Nabisco variety pack cookies, mini cookie treats 
Individual serving box juices 
Bottles of Juice (apple, cranberry, lemonade,  

 cranapple, etc.) 

Feeding the Hungry 

For information regarding organizations feeding the 
hungry, please visit our website, www.sjbssparish.org. 

Our 2020 Graduates 

While in the midst of the Covid19 
pandemic our graduates have 
completed their requirements at home, 
but will be unable to attend any graduation ceremonies.   
If you would like the accomplishment of your high school 
or college graduate listed in the June 21 bulletin, please 
send their name, school name and degree to 
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org by June 12. 

SJB Parish ‘Drive Out Hunger’ Food Drive 
The SJB Parish Food Drive will be on the first 
and third Saturday morning of each month 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  Please drive to the 
table in front of the Lyon Center and as you 
stay safe in your car, just pop your trunk or 
tailgate and your donation will be unloaded. Dry goods 
are preferred. If you’d like to offer your financial support 
in addition to, or instead of food items, please make your 
donation at https://www.paypal.me/
KofCCouncil11106Food.  All financial donations are used 
to purchase food items. Food donations will be 
distributed to the Manna Food Bank and the St. Camillus 
Food Bank.  Thank you for your generosity. This Food 
Drive is being organized by the SJB Men’s Group and SJB 
Knights of Columbus. If you have a question or need 
more information, please email Rob Farrell at 
ROB@sjbknights.com. 

Gratitude, Hope and Inspiration 
We pause today to share our deep appreciation with 
YOU, the Interfaith Works community of supporters, for 
your commitment to keeping our most vulnerable 
neighbors safe and cared for during these most difficult 
times. Thank you for your financial support, your acts of 
kindness, and your heartfelt gifts for our neighbors in 
need, shelter guests, permanent housing residents, and 
frontline staff. 
     

With humility and gratitude, 
Your friends at Interfaith Works 

Fabric for Masks 

Members of St. Camillus Church are engaged in making 

masks for some of the most vulnerable in our community, 

specifically patients and families being served at Holy 

Cross Hospital. There is a critical need for 100% cotton 

fabric. Donations can be dropped off in a bin at  

St. Camillus Church, St. Francis Room, Mondays 2-4 p.m. 

or Thursday, 10 a.m.-12 noon. If you have questions, 

please contact Martha Huber at Martha.annette@yahoo.it. 

Preparing for Marriage – the Pre-Cana 

Requirement 
This marriage preparation course is an intensive 
preparation experience true to the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. It aims to provide each couple with a 
reflective and in-depth preparation for a joyful, faith-
filled marriage—based on love that not only endures but 
actually grows stronger year after year.  Upcoming 
Virtual Weekends: June 11-14 and June 25-28.  
Registration is required.  To register, please visit https://
ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/marriage/virtual-
marriage-prep.  Are You Ready? 

SJB CYO Soccer - Fall Registration 
CYO Soccer Registration is now open for the 
Fall. Teams will be formed for SJB Parish and 
School boys and girls in the 14U, 12U, 10U, 8U, 
and 7U age groups. Registration closes June 12. 
Early Bird pricing until May 29, so don’t delay. To register 
and to learn more, please visit www.sjbathletics.org or 
contact SJB Soccer Commissioner Eoin Fitzgerald at 
mailto:fitzgerald_eoin@hotmail.com. 
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The rich industrialist from the North was 
horrified to find the Southern fisherman lying lazily 
beside his boat, smoking a pipe.  “Why aren’t you out 
fishing?” said the industrialist.  “Because I have caught 
enough fish for the day,” said the fisherman.  “Why 
don’t you catch some more?”  “What would I do with 
it?”  “You could earn more money” 
was the reply. “With that you could 
have a motor fixed to your boat and go 
into deeper waters and catch more 
fish.  Then you would make enough to 
buy nylon nets. These would bring 
you more fish and more money. Soon 
you would have enough money to 
own two boats…maybe even a fleet of 
boats. Then you would be a rich man 
like me.”  “What would I do then?”  
“Then you could really enjoy life.”  
“What do you think I am doing right 
now?” 
 Why would one need to do all that work to get 
back to the simplicity of just enjoying life?  The 
fisherman is wise.  The rich industrialist is blind, because 
he sees reality not as it actually is, but as he is.  He adds a 
lot to life, and, so, is blind to the truth: there is nothing 
but God who is Nothing.  We add so much to life: 
desires, expectations, fantasies, biases, opinions, anxiety, 
and pain of all sorts.  The life of the Risen Christ is 
enjoying nothing but God, being centered on the divine 
nothing in all things.  It is the life of the Ascended Christ 
who leaves the apostles by disappearing into the divine 
nothing, symbolized by the heavens. 
 In the reflections from the past two weeks, we 
remarked how the experience of life of the Risen Christ 
means enjoying nothing but God, and doing so right 
now.  To enjoy and know God alone, however, requires 
detachment from all the multiple things that preoccupy 
us to center on nothing but God.  Indeed, to detach is to 
know nothing but God.  Detachment means practicing 
interior nothingness, not focusing on any-thing but only 
the Nothing. 
 The way to enjoy nothing but God is the way of 
the cross, self-emptying, and nothingness.  Surprise of 
surprises, it turns out the God whom we cannot escape  
and whom we see everywhere by inner self-emptying is 
the Cruciform God, the self-emptying God.  We know  

Mystical  Word 

written by L.J. Milone, Director of Faith Formation, ljmilone@sjbssparish.org  

nothing but the nothingness of God.  There is nothing but 
the Nothing, which we realize by abiding in the state of 
pure nothingness.  This is a nondual, spiritual state, that is, 
beyond thinking, emotion, and even the subject-object 
structure of consciousness.  In this state, there is no 
thinking.  One pays no attention to thought; one is 

attentive to nothing.  There’s 
nothing but the Nothing and there’s 
nothing to it, that is, to realizing 
there’s nothing but the Nothing.  It 
only takes a gentle sinking into the 
divine within, a practice of gentle, 
simple, and pure Nothing within.  
Our practice: constant, consistent, 
simply, purely, and only NOTHING 
within, without, everywhere, nowhere. 
 This is, dare I say, an easy 
practice.  We can practice anywhere, 
any time.  It is truly a practical 
spiritual practice because it is about 

enjoying nothing...enjoying Nothing...enjoying all.  We 
enjoy life just as it is—free to be in life, to enjoy life.  Sitting 
on the grass, birds singing merrily, I gaze into the sky.  
Bright but soft blue haze dotted here and there with wispy 
white clouds.  Mind free of thought, I see nothing within, 
nothing without - the divine nothing.  It’s all God, it’s all 
the Nothing.  Nothing but Nothing.  The lavishness of the 
divine life becomes visible in everything we experience: 
not bothering about oneself but only God, God, God! 
 Don’t believe me, instead practice yourself.  
Inhabit the state of pure nothingness while doing 
something mundane or everyday.  I suggest trying it while 
eating.  When we sit down to eat with our families, let us 
not just taste bread, meat, vegetables, water, soda.  Let us 
not just accept our meal as a gift from God.  Rather, 
transcending all things, we dine on eternity!  We dine on 
nothing but God.  A German mystic from the late 
seventeenth century named Angelus Silesius wrote the 
following mystical poem called “The Sweetest Revelry;” 
“Oh, sweetest revelry!  God has become my wine, / Meat, 
table, serving man, my music as I dine.”  His poem sums 
up the life of Resurrection quite beautifully.  When we die 
with Christ, we rise with him into the life of knowing, 
seeing, and enjoying nothing but the mystery of God, who 
is no-thing and Nothing beyond all being.  We can really 
enjoy this life, and we can enjoy it right now.  There’s 
NOTHING to it. 

If you ever have any comments regarding Mystical Word, you are most welcome to contact L. J. Milone. 
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