
 

 

12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904 

                       

Sunday and Daily Masses 
have been suspended until 
further notice. 
 

Baptism 
Parishioners are asked to call the 
Parish Office for the times of the 
monthly liturgical celebrations and 
to arrange for classes. 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation 
Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange a confession.  
 
Marriage 
Parishioners requesting a 
marriage date must have  
been registered in the  
parish for six months.  
 

Phone Numbers 
Parish Office & Rectory:  
301-622-1122  
Fax: 301-625-9266  
School: 301-622-3076  
 
sjbssparish.org 
FaceBook.com/sjbcc 
@SJB_Catholic 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’  (On Care for Our Common Home) 
       
CHAPTER THREE – The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis 

       

I. Technology: Creativity and Power 
Pope Francis begins this section acknowledging the many ways 
technoscience has produced important means of improving the quality of human life.  
These include useful technological advances, as well as valuable works of art and music.  
Along with these advances comes tremendous power, and the risk that it will not always 
be used for advances in “security, usefulness, welfare and vigor.”  The question then 
becomes: “In whose hands does all this power lie, or will it eventually end up?” 
       

This section concludes with this warning: 
       Our freedom fades when it is handed over to the blind forces of the unconscious, if 

immediate needs, of self-interest, and of violence.  In this sense, we stand naked and 
exposed in the face of our ever-increasing power, lacking the wherewithal to control 
it.  We have certain superficial mechanisms, but we cannot claim to have a sound 
ethics, a culture and spirituality genuinely capable of setting limits and teaching clear
-mined self-restraint. 
       

Next week: II. The Globalization of the Technocratic Paradigm 
 

Next week’s readings - Corpus Christi (Body and Blood of Christ) 
Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a   Psalm 147   1 Corinthians 10:16-17   John 6:51 

Sunday, June 7, 2020                                                    The Most Holy Trinity 

This week’s readings: Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9   Daniel 3   2 Corinthians 13:11-13   John 3:16-18 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”  That phrase 
is so often seen in so many places that we can almost think of it as 
a bumper sticker.  We forget that it’s the beginning of this Sunday’s 
Gospel.  The mystery of the Trinity can be baffling, and it’s notable 
that the Gospel passage makes no mention of it.  The short three 
verses reflect the theological relationship between the Father and 
the Son.  Later chapters in the Gospel of John will speak of the 
Spirit, and other New Testaments texts will have more to say about 
the Spirit and the relationship between Father, Son and Spirit. 

 
Today, however, we have a simple statement that grounds God’s action and motivation 
in love.  God is not angry or vengeful, waiting to punish humans when they make 
inevitable mistakes.  God is love, and the Son is not just “sent,” he is “given.”  As 
followers of that same Son, we ought to be motivated by love as well.  It means freely 
giving without counting the cost, not just from our excess, but from our very selves.  
That is the mark of a Christian disciple. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
FaceBook.com/sjbcc
mailto:@SJB_Catholic


Mass Intentions (June 8 -  June 13) 

page two                                                 June 7, 2020 

Send Bulletin announcements to  
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Send Website announcements to  
kbrown@sjbssparish.org 

Parish Directory 
 Father Brault  pastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Father Kozubek  assocpastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Parish Office  secretary@sjbssparish.org 

 Finance Office  kkuzemka@sjbssparish.org 

 Faith Formation  adultdre@sjbssparish.org 

 Youth Ministry  youth@sjbssparish.org 

 Liturgy & Music   sdecamp@sjbssparish.org 

 Social Concerns  socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org 

 Athletic Ministry  www.sjbathletics.org 

 Parochial School brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org 

                       Bulletin  sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org  

          Parish Website   www.sjbssparish.org 

          School Website  www.sjbsilverspring.org             

**Bulletin Deadline** 
June 21 Bulletin & Website deadline  

Friday, June 12, at 9:00 a.m 

Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Y. David Brault Pastor 
 Rev. Cezary Kozubek Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Glen Willis Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Austin Charles Ochu Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Eliot Nitz Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Nicolás Rodriguez Weekend Associate 
 Deacon James Gorman Permanent Deacon 
 Deacon Ed McCormack Permanent Deacon 

The Mass Intentions for the week will be prayed by 
both priests. 

    Monday  - Mary  Helmer (Ichniowski Family) 
       - Peaceful Protests –L- (SJB Parishioners) 
    Tuesday  - Medical Staffs –L- (Parishioners) 
        - Agatha He (SJB Parishioners) 
Wednesday - Victims of Abuse –L- (SJB Parishioners) 
          - Peter Huan Nguyen (Parishioner) 
   Thursday  - Racial Justice –L- (Parishioners) 
         - Laura McDonald (B. Chang) 
        Friday   - Dcn. John J. McGinnes (SJB Parishioners) 
                       - Peace & Civility –L- (Parishioners) 
    Saturday  - All 2020 Graduates –L- (SJB Parishioners) 

How to Keep Informed of SJB Parish News 
Flocknotes:  Visit our SJB website, www.sjbssparish.org, 
and on the first page enter an email address to receive 
Flocknotes through email. 
Bulletin:  Visit our website bulletin page at https://
www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins to access the latest SJB 
bulletin.  To have a link to the latest SJB bulletin sent 
directly to your email from our bulletin printer (FATA), 
visit https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/
StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring and enter your email address.   
Previous Bulletins:  Previous bulletins can be viewed by 
visiting https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins and 
selecting a bulletin date. 
      
Our accountant, Karen Kuzemka, is in the Parish Office 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday.  The rest of the Office and School is closed.   
Please contact staff via emails listed below.  To reach Father 
David or Father Cezary, please call 301-622-3935.   

ADW Information Resources 
As Catholics, caring for our spiritual and sacramental 
lives is paramount. Therefore, the Archdiocese is 
providing the following pastoral guidance and resources 
for your use:   
    

The Archdiocesan website has a page with 
informational resources on coronavirus: https://
adw.org/coronavirus/.   

The Archdiocesan website has resources on how to 
receive spiritual communion: https://adw.org/
coronavirus-dispensation-and-prayers/.   

Take time to read and reflect upon the readings from 
Sunday Mass. You can find the readings 
at usccb.org and a Sunday Gospel reflection on 
our YouTube channel.  

Our Archdiocesan Sunday TV Mass is available 
online:  https://adw.org/parishes-masses/
sunday-tv-mass/. 

Here is a prayer by Pope Francis to Mary during the 
coronavirus pandemic: https://adw.org/text-of-
popes-prayer-to-mary-during-coronavirus-
pandemic/.  

Pastoral care to the sick will continue incorporating 
protocols recommended by health professionals. 

      

The Archdiocese will continue to make additional 
spiritual and informational resources available and 
provide regular updates on their website, www.adw.org/
coronavirus.  Please know of Archbishop Gregory’s 
prayers and love for you.  

As we comply with the directive of the Archbishop and the 
request of the Montgomery County Executive, no Masses 
will be celebrated at St. John the Baptist until further 
notice.   
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Remember in Prayer those who have died: 
Mary Helmer, former parish lector and wife of Dale Helmer. 

Weekly Stewardship Report 

Our Weekly Stewardship Report will be suspended until 
our Masses resume. 

While we are temporarily not celebrating Mass, your 
weekly donations to help keep our bills paid are 
appreciated.  Please mail them to St. John the Baptist,  
12319 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD  20904.   

Thank you to all who have sent their weekly donations to 
the Parish Office.  It is greatly appreciated. 

Important Update on the Jubilarian Mass 
The annual Jubilarian Mass has been postponed to the 
Fall. More information will be available in upcoming 
weeks. 

SJB Exposition/Mass Live Streamed 

All are invited to join Fr. Cezary as he streams 
Mass every morning at 9 a.m. on our St. John the 
Baptist Facebook Page, https://
www.facebook.com/sjbcc. 
     

The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be live 
streamed on Fridays from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.    
        

Reconciliation/Confession 
Confessions are available by both priests by calling the SJB 
emergency line, 301-622-3935. 
 Fr. Cezary is available for Confession by calling  
301-622-1122 and leaving a message on his voicemail at 
extension 142. 
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Our 2020 Graduates 

While in the midst of the Covid19 
pandemic our graduates have 
completed their requirements at 
home, but will be unable to attend 
any graduation ceremonies.  If you 
would like the accomplishment of your high school or 
college graduate listed in the June 21 bulletin, please 
send their name, school name and degree to 
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org by June 12. SJB CYO Soccer - Fall Registration 

CYO Soccer Registration is now open for the Fall. 
Teams will be formed for SJB Parish and School 
boys and girls in the 14U, 12U, 10U, 8U, and 7U 
age groups. Registration closes June 12. To register and to 
learn more, please visit www.sjbathletics.org or contact SJB 
Soccer Commissioner Eoin Fitzgerald at 
mailto:fitzgerald_eoin@hotmail.com. 

When We Can Resume Masses... 
Due to COVID-19, there are many precautions we must 
take for the health and safety of all as we prepare to 
once again begin public celebrations of the Mass. To 
insure proper social distancing between people we will 
need to limit the number of seats available at each of 
the five Weekend Masses: 
 
     Saturday  4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
     Sunday     7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  
                       (no evening Mass) 
      

Once Montgomery County permits Church services to 
resume, we will start a weekly sign-up for every 
individual member of your family who wants to  
attend one of these Masses.  Sign-up will open each 
week starting on Mondays at 12 noon and ending on 
Thursdays at 12 noon immediately preceding the  
upcoming Weekend Masses. 
     

To sign-up to attend a Mass, please visit our website 
at www.sjbssparish.org or call the Parish Office at  
301-622-1122. 
      

Please know that when you come to attend Mass: 
   - A mask or facial covering must be worn. 
   - Entry will be through the main, front, wrought iron    
     doors—only. 
   - Ushers will direct you to a seat. 
 

Thank you for your patience as we navigate this new 
normal together. 

SJB Men’s Group  
Attention men over 18 years old. Scripture is 
packed with action, drama, and incredible 
power. Join us Saturday mornings to connect 
with the Word and your brothers in Christ. 
Deacon Ed McCormack facilitates as we unpack scripture 
in an atmosphere of fellowship and community. Get your 
scriptural questions answered and share your faith 
journey.  The ZOOM room opens at 7:15 a.m. and we get 
under way at 7:30 a.m. Guys say it’s the most fruitful one 
hour they experience all day. To join us with video & audio 
just go to:   
      

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/873867511.  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511  
For audio only by phone, dial: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511.  
      

For more information, please contact Dave Michaels at 
invitedtolife@gmail.com. 
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Social Concerns 
Cynthia Norris, 301-622-1122,  social concerns@sjbssparish.org 
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SJB Parish ‘Drive Out Hunger’ Food Drive 
The SJB Parish Food Drive will be on the first and third Saturday morning of each month from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon.  The next Saturday drop off will be June 20.  Please drive to the table in front of the Lyon 
Center and as you stay safe in your car, just pop your trunk or tailgate and your donation will be 
unloaded. Dry goods are preferred.  Food donations will be distributed to the  St. Camillus Food 
Bank and MidCounty United Ministries.  Thank you for your generosity. This Food Drive is being 
organized by the SJB Men’s Group and SJB Knights of Columbus. If you have a question or need 
more information, please email Rob Farrell at ROB@sjbknights.com 

Community Fund update 
Thank you for your continued generous support of those in greatest need in our community.  Parishioners’ 
contributions allowed us to fund more of our supported agencies during this critical time. The agencies that are being 
funded are those who continue to provide direct service to clients. Once the other agencies resume services, we will 
reinstate their grants. 
      

Agency Grants temporarily suspended:      

Centro Tepeyac    Colesville Clothes Closet  MUSST 
   
Agency Grants continued: 
Catholic Charities Medical Clinic       Chrisma Charities 
Colesville Meals on Wheels   Gabriel Network 
EMEAN     MidCounty United Ministry 
Shepherd’s Table    St. Camillus Food Pantry 
TASSC 
      

You can support agencies by sending your financial donations to SJB via mail or Faith Direct on the 
www.sjbssparish.org website. Checks should be made payable to St. John the Baptist with Community Fund listed on 
the memo line. If you would like to target your donation for a specific agency you can list the agency name on the 
memo line i.e., CF, St. Camillus, or send them directly to the agencies. 
           

MidCounty United Ministries (MUM) - P.O. Box 1924, Silver Spring, Md. 20910 
Since the arrival of COVID19, their numbers have skyrocketed. Effective through June 30, 2020 the main office is closed. 
However, clients are still being served Sundays via the mobile pantry. 
Current needs include: 

 Protein:  Canned tuna, Salmon, or chicken; Dry or canned beans, Nut butters, i.e., peanut 
 Grains:   Breakfast cereals, Oatmeal, Rice (1, 2, or 3-pound bags), Pasta 

Canned goods:  Vegetables, Fruit, Soups, Pasta sauces 
Miscellaneous:  Oil, Shelf stable milk, Infant formula and baby food, toilet paper, bleach, 

 hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes & sprays, detergent, soap 
      

St. Camillus Food Pantry  - 1600 St. Camillus Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20903 
They have seen a tremendous increase in the number of individuals in our community utilizing the resources of the  
St. Camillus Food Pantries. 
Immediate Pantry Needs 

• Oatmeal in canisters not packets 
• Canned Goods:  Fruit, tomatoes, black, red, kidney (NOT BAKED BEANS) 
• Vegetable Oil 
• Sugar, White Flour 
•     Baby Diapers - all sizes 
    
For more information please contact Cynthia Norris at socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org.  Continued on page five.  
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***Around Town*** 

Preparing for Marriage–the Pre-Cana 

Requirement 
The Three to Get Married Marriage Preparation Program 
draws upon the best in contemporary psychology, 
practical wisdom from the experience of married couples, 
and the beauty of the Catholic Church’s teachings on 
marriage and family life in order to give you the best 
foundation on which to build a successful marriage. This 
marriage preparation course is an intensive preparation 
experience true to the teachings of the Catholic Church. It 
aims to provide each couple with a reflective and in-depth 
preparation for a joyful, faith-filled marriage—based on 
love that not only endures but actually grows stronger 
year after year.  Upcoming Virtual Weekends: June 11-14 
and June 25-28.  Registration is required.  To register, 
please visit https://ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/
marriage/virtual-marriage-prep.  Are You Ready? 
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Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
At the Church of the Resurrection, 3315 Greencastle Road, 
Burtonsville, Maryland, a window for 24/7 Adoration of 
the Tabernacle has been set up in the upper parking lot of 
the Church. Also, every Friday, there will be exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament between 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and 
priests will be available for confession between 4:30 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. Please stay in your cars and remember to 
physically distance yourselves. 

Scam Emails Increasing 

The Archdiocese warns of a new wave of scam emails using 
archbishop’s name. During the COVID-19 crisis, email scams 
have been multiplying, and the Archdiocese of Washington 
is again warning priests and parishioners to be wary of 
recent bogus emails from senders falsely claiming to be 
Archbishop Gregory or parish priests that sometimes seek 
donations. 

Experts warn people to be wary of unsolicited email 
appeals for financial donations, to treat email attachments 
with caution, and to be careful about clicking on links in 
email messages. They say if you’ve clicked on a wrong link 
or realize that you have provided a password, user name or 
other personal information in response to a scam, to change 
your password immediately.  More information at: https://
cathstan.org/news/local/update-archdiocese-warns-of-new
-wave-of-scam-emails-using-archbishops-name 

Social Concerns—continued from page four 

Shepherd’s Table   
8106 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, MD 20910 
During the current COVID-19 pandemic, Shepherd’s Table 
continues providing free meals and other essential 
resources to our community. Due to the current situation 
of COVID-19, they have made some changes regarding 
hours of meal services. The clothes closet is closed until 
further notice. 
Brunch and Dinner only. Brunch: 10:30 -11:30 a.m.
 Dinner: 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
The Resource Center will be open once a day, Monday-
Friday: 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Current needs include: 
Purchase items on their Amazon Wish https://
www.amzn.to/2X3mxkv 
- Homemade peanut butter and jelly sandwiches 
individually packaged in a baggie 
- Desserts:  cookies, brownies, muffins, cupcakes 
individually packaged in a baggie 
- Quart size Milk cartons and 10 oz juice boxes 
      

If you cannot drop off your donations, contact Silver 
Spring Cares, 301-565-2523 Ext 115, to schedule  
a pick-up. In-kind donations are accepted at 8106 Georgia 
Ave, Silver Spring, MD 20910 between 8:30 a.m. and  
5:30 p.m. on weekdays and between 1 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
on the weekends. Go to their website to get detailed 
information about all support: https://
www.shepherdstable.org/we-need-your-help-here-are-
how-you-can-support-us/ 
 
       

If you are unable to bring food donations during the 
Knights of Columbus food drives, food items may be 
dropped off at the front door of the Kazista Center Parish 
Office Tuesdays or Wednesdays from 12 – 4 p.m.  
If you would like a receipt for your donation, please 
include your name, address, phone number along with a 
list of the donations and we will mail you a letter of 
acknowledgement.  
      

If you are in a position to donate the following items,  
please drop them off at the front door of the Parish Office.  

• 1 liter or 32 oz empty pump bottles for hand sanitizer 
• Purell® NXT Instant Hand Sanitizer Refill, 33.8 Oz. 
• Cotton or disposable face masks 
• Heavy Duty reusable Latex Gloves for cleaning 

Prayer for our Graduates 
Heavenly Father, surround those who are graduating with your grace.  Bless them with hope so that 
they move into the future with eager and open hearts.  Help them to put the knowledge, skills, and 
insights gained through their education to use for the good of all humankind.  Inspire them to believe in 
the goodness of life even when faced with challenges and difficulties.  As they commence with their 
lives, may they grow ever more grateful and wise.  All of this we ask in the name of Jesus, your beloved 
Son.  Amen.  (Author Unknown) 
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Mystical  Word 

written by L.J. Milone, Director of Faith Formation, ljmilone@sjbssparish.org  

If you ever have any comments regarding Mystical Word, you are most welcome to contact L. J. Milone. 

page six                                                                                                                              June 7, 2020 

Perhaps one reason some, maybe even many, think 
religion or the Bible is boring has to do with its perceived 
irrelevance to life.  How ironic!  All of Scripture is 
concerned with our lives and how God is the center of all 
life.  In particular, the wisdom books deal with living in 
God, in the choices, experiences, relationships of daily life.  
So, for the next few weeks we will take a journey through 
the wisdom of the book of Proverbs.  
This reflection will introduce the book 
of Proverbs and subsequent reflections 
throughout the summer will offer 
mystical meditations of individual 
proverbs. 

First, though, we need some 
understanding of what the Bible 
means by wisdom or, in Hebrew, 
“hokma.”  Wisdom has to do with 
applied knowledge, skill, practice, 
living in God in ordinary life.  
Anthony Ceresko, a scholar of wisdom 
literature writes, “In the wisdom books as such, hokma 
takes on its more technical sense of the skill or ability to 
‘steer’ or ‘navigate’ successfully in the voyage through 
life.”  The Book of Proverbs is a training manual for one 
who wants to become wise.  The individual proverbs are 
meant to be used in daily life after we ponder them.  None 
of them are very specific.  They offer generalities that invite 
us to question our actions and so form good habits.  We 
apply them through prayerful consideration and what we 
choose to do.  Kevin Perrotta, a commentator, writes, 
“Obviously success in life does not consist of a single act. 
We succeed or fail in life by the way we live.  Essentially, 
‘the way we live’ means the choices we make. Life presents 
us with options; living consists in choosing among them. 
Successful living is choosing well.”  Wisdom has to do with 
choosing well in everyday life.  And living well means to 
live in God. 

The daily and every day is the arena of Wisdom.  
Roland Murphy, a scholar of wisdom literature writes that 
Proverbs “does not re-present the actions of God in Israel's 
history; it deals with daily human experience in the good 
world created by God.”  In fact, according to Murphy,  
“The home may be regarded as perhaps the original site of 
wisdom teaching, before and after such teaching became 
professionalized among the sages.” 
 Wisdom’s foundation is God.  From previous 
reflections, we have pondered the mystical phrase, “There  

is nothing but God.”  Wisdom literature, and Proverbs in 
particular, applies this mystical truth to daily life.  A core 
attitude for Proverbs is fear of YHWH, fear of the Lord, 
or, in Hebrew, “yirah Adonai.”  This is awe, reverential 
trust in the incomprehensible mystery of God.   
Chapters 1-9 of Proverbs serve as an introduction to the 
various collections of proverbs in the book.  In Proverbs 

1:7 we read, “Fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge.”  And, in 
Proverbs 9:10 we read, “The 
beginning of wisdom is fear of the 
LORD, and knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding.”  Thus, the 
introduction is all about the 
equivalence of wisdom and fear of the 
Lord.  These verses share the word 
“beginning.”  Ceresko writes, “The 
climactic v. 7 announces a key 
principle in the wisdom enterprise—
the religious grounding of all 
intellectual pursuits: The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. The Hebrew word reshit, 
translated ‘beginning’ here in v. 7, can also mean ‘the 
most important part, the essence.’ To understand the 
word reshit in this sense is to recognize the extraordinary 
claim that the wisdom writers are making. All true 
knowledge and understanding is rooted in faith. Apart 
from some relationship or reference to God, no wisdom 
can be trusted or have any claim to credibility. The 
comprehensiveness implied in this assertion by the 
wisdom writers means in effect that every aspect of 
human life is somehow touched by the divine; every 
human act becomes a way of relating to God.”  The core 
of hokma is yirah Adonai, that is, the essence of wisdom 
is to fear the Lord. 

Gerhard von Rad, a German scholar of the Bible, 
writes, “It was perhaps her [Israel's] greatness that she 
did not keep faith and knowledge apart. The experiences 
of the world were for her always divine experiences as 
well, and the experiences of God were for her experiences 
of the world.”  So, wisdom touches on every area of 
human experience.  Even more, our daily experience is  
where we receive divine knowledge.  In all its various 
choices, habits, perceptions, everyday experience is the 
experience of God.  The Book of Proverbs directs us to this 
experience and offers training for how to choose to 
experience God in ordinary life. 
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