
 

 

12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904 

Schedule of Masses  
(October 24/25, 2020) 
 
Saturday 
   5:00  - Fr. Brault 
 
Sunday 
 7:30 - Fr. Brault 
   9:30 - Fr. Kozubek 
              Dcn. McCormack 
 11:30  - Fr. Nitz 
              Dcn. McCormack 
               
     
 

Baptism 
Parishioners are asked to call 
the Parish Office for the times 
of the monthly liturgical 
celebrations and to arrange for 
classes. 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation 
Please call the Parish Office to 
arrange a confession.  
 
Marriage 
Parishioners requesting a 
marriage date must have  
been registered in the  
parish for six months.  
 

Phone Numbers 
Parish Office & Rectory:  
301-622-1122  
Fax: 301-625-9266  
School: 301-622-3076  
 
sjbssparish.org 
FaceBook.com/sjbcc 
@SJB_Catholic 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

Next week’s readings - Ordinary Time:30th Sunday 
Exodus 22:20-26   Psalm 18    1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10   Matthew 22:34-40  

Sunday, October 18, 2020               Ordinary Time:  Twenty-nineth Sunday 
This week’s readings: Isaiah 45:4-6   Psalm 96   1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b   Matthew 22:15-21 

Today’s gospel recounts a verbal sparring match between Jesus and the 
Herodians and Pharisees – usually competitors but united against Jesus.   
They hoped to trap him with a clever riddle: pay the taxes and endorse the 
political system or refuse to pay them and endorse the overthrow of the 
system.  Either answer gets him into trouble. 
 
Jesus doesn’t endorse or condemn an economic system.  In saying “Repay 

to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God,” he is calling attention to his 
questioners’ inordinate concern about money versus what ought to be a concern for the 
things of God. 
 
Where do we stand?  Do we remember that all we have is from God?  We should not be 
hoarders of God’s good gifts.  Rather than a “mine verses yours” mentality, let us engage 
in a lifestyle of discipleship, which shares what we have with the least among us.  In doing 
so we are living the Paschal Mystery.   

Excerpts from Pope Francis’ Letter Laudato Si (On Care for Our Creation) 

CHAPTER Five – Lines of Approach and Action 

 
IV. Politics and Economy in Dialogue for Human Fulfillment  
It’s obvious that this is an important subject; Pope Francis devotes 10 paragraphs to it.   
He begins: “Today, in view of the common good, there is urgent need for politics and 
economics to enter into a frank dialogue in the service of life, especially human life.”   
 
Some questions to be raised: 
- Is it realistic to hope that those who are obsessed with maximizing profits will stop to 
reflect on the environmental damage which they will leave behind for future generations? 
- Where profits alone count, can we avoid thinking about the rhythms of nature, its phases 
of decay and regeneration, or the complexity of ecosystems which may be gravely upset by 
human intervention? 
- When biodiversity is considered at most a deposit of economic resources available for 
exploitation, can we ignore the real value of things, their significance for persons and 
cultures, or the concerns and needs of the poor? 
 
The goal should be to look at the larger picture to see that more diversified and innovative 
forms of production which impact less on the government can prove very profitable. 
 

Continued next week. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
FaceBook.com/sjbcc
mailto:@SJB_Catholic
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Send Bulletin announcements to  
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Send Website announcements to  
kbrown@sjbssparish.org 

Parish Directory 
 Father Brault  pastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Father Kozubek  assocpastor@sjbssparish.org 

 Parish Office  secretary@sjbssparish.org 

 Finance Office  kkuzemka@sjbssparish.org 

 Faith Formation  adultdre@sjbssparish.org 

 Youth Ministry  youth@sjbssparish.org 

 Liturgy & Music   secretary@sjbssparish.org 

 Social Concerns  socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org 

 Athletic Ministry  www.sjbathletics.org 

 Parochial School brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org 

                       Bulletin  sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org  

          Parish Website   www.sjbssparish.org 

          School Website  www.sjbsilverspring.org             

**New Bulletin Deadline** 
November 1, Bulletin & Website deadline  

Thursday, October 22, at 9:00 a.m 

Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Y. David Brault Pastor 
 Rev. Cezary Kozubek Associate Pastor 
 Rev. Glen Willis Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Eliot Nitz Weekend Associate 
 Rev. Nicolás Rodriguez Weekend Associate 
 Deacon James Gorman Permanent Deacon 
 Deacon Ed McCormack Permanent Deacon 

    Monday   7:30 - James Hutchins & Family –L- 
     (J. MacLeod) 
        9:00 - Elizabeth Consepta Roles (J. Roles) 
    Tuesday   7:30 - Dcn. Albert Opdenaker III (Parishioners) 
        9:00 - Grandson Daniel (Grandmother) 
Wednesday 7:30 - James Edward Hudson (L. & S. O’Neill) 
        9:00 - Peter Huan Nguyen (Parishioner) 
   Thursday  7:30 - All Souls in Purgatory (Parishioner) 
        9:00 - Jaqueline Nadege Ngati –L- (F. Manga) 
        Friday  7:30 - Catherine Blank (J. MacLeod) 
                      9:00 - Carmel Broadfoot –L- (G. & J. Petruzzelli) 
    Saturday  9:00 - Nancy M. Peters –L- (Family) 
        5:00 - Parishioners 
      Sunday   7:30 - Victoire Pierre-Louis (M. Charles) 
         9:30 - William B. Matthews (R. Matthews) 
       11:30 - Robert M. Gaffigan (Family) 
       No evening Mass 
   

SJB Mass is being Live Streamed 
Mass celebrations have resumed in the Church. 
If you cannot attend Mass in the Church,  
9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass in the Church will be 
live streamed on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/sjbcc.  The Daily 9:00 a.m. Mass will 
also be live streamed on Facebook. 
 We continue to address streaming issues as they 
occur.  Unfortunately, we have been running into a batch of 
problems and are going to have them repaired as quickly as 
we can.  Thank you for your understanding and patience.  

 
 

SJB Exposition Live Streamed 

The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be live 
streamed on Facebook, Fridays from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
when our priests are available and the schedule permits. 
    

Reconciliation/Confession 
Saturdays, 4:00-4:45 p.m. in the Church before Mass, or  
a Confession can be arranged with one of our priests by 
calling the Parish Office, 301-622-1122.   

Parish Office Hours 

For Church related matters like requesting a Mass 
Intention, please come to the front doors of the Parish 
Office which will be open Monday through Thursday,  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Parish Office is closed on Fridays. The 
side doors of the Parish Office are open only to access the 
elevator.  

SJB Men’s Group  
Attention men over 18 years old. Join us 
Saturday mornings to connect with the Word 
and your brothers in Christ. Deacon Ed 
McCormack facilitates as we unpack 
scripture in an atmosphere of fellowship and community.  
The ZOOM room opens at 7:15 a.m. and we get under way 
at 7:30 a.m. Guys say it’s the most fruitful one hour they 
experience all day. To join us with video & audio just go to:   
      

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/873867511.  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511  
For audio only by phone, dial: 301-715-8592  
Meeting ID: 873 867 511.  

For more information, please contact Dave Michaels at 
invitedtolife@gmail.com. 

mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kbrown@sjbssparish.org
mailto:pastor@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:assocpastor@sjbsilverspring.org
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mailto:kkuzemka@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:youth@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:sdecamp@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbathletics.org
mailto:brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
http://www.sjbssparish.org
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Personal Health Evaluation 

1.  In the last two weeks, did you care for or have  
close contact with someone diagnosed with  
COVID-19? 
 

  2.  Do you have any of the following:  fever or chills, 
cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, body 
aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat? 
     
If you or someone in your family can answer yes to either 
of these two questions, please refrain from signing up for 
Mass.  Thank you for keeping everyone safe and healthy. 

 
 
Offertory   Sunday, October 11, 2020    Not available due 
         to the Holiday.  Please see next week’s bulletin. 
 
Listed below is a summary of all monies given during the 
month. 
 
Recap of September Collection 
 
Offertory **   $16,462.00 
   ** Includes Faith Direct   

 
Collection for Others 
Community Fund      $ 4,894.00 
Capital Improvement     $ 3,365.00   
Catholic University   $ 1,163.00 

Sign up for Weekend Mass  

     

on our website, 

 

www.sjbssparish.org 

Please sign up all members of your family individually.   

In you don’t have internet access, please call the Parish 
Office, 301-622-1122. 

More Mass information on page four. 

Remember in Prayer those who have died: 
Ralph Portee, husband of Laurita Portee. 

Change to Saturday Evening Mass Times 
Attendance at the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Masses combined has 
consistently been less than 100.  Therefore, we now have 
only one Saturday Evening Mass at 5 p.m.  Please 
remember to sign up each member of your family 
separately if you plan to attend. 

How to Keep Informed of SJB Parish News 
Flocknotes:  Visit our SJB website, www.sjbssparish.org, 
and on the first page enter an email address to receive 
Flocknotes through email. 
Bulletin:  Visit our website bulletin page at https://
www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins to access the latest SJB 
bulletin.  To have a link to the latest SJB bulletin sent 
directly to your email from our bulletin printer (FATA), 
visit https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/
StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring and enter your email 
address.   
Previous Bulletins:  Previous bulletins can be viewed by 
visiting https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins and 
selecting a bulletin date. 

Scam Emails – Do Not Respond 
Many different scam emails using various email 
addresses have been sent to SJB parishioners in 
Fr. David’s name asking for help or money.  
Please do not respond to these emails. Fr. David 

DOES NOT SEND EMAILS TO PARISHIONERS.  
Fr. David communicates with our parishioners through the 
bulletin or mailings, so if you receive an email from  
Fr. David requesting money or assistance, please do not 
respond.  Delete the email immediately. If you have any 
questions, please call the Parish Office, 301-622-1122. 

Registration for 2020 - 2021 Faith Formation  

• Please fill out a registration form from a 
previous bulletin or our website, 
www.sjbssparish.org. 

• Bring/mail the form and a check for the 
appropriate amount to the Parish Office.  
Visit our website for the cost. 

• Questions?  Email: ljmilone@sjbssparish.org 

• All families will be automatically enrolled in Flocknote 
for all Faith Formation communication. 

• Faith Formation Classes (Sunday School classes) have 
begun.  The last day registration forms will be accepted 
is Monday, October 26.   

Group Meetings Suspended 

The Pandemic is currently making it impossible for us to 
hold any meetings.  The guidance from the CDC, the State 
of Maryland and the Archdiocese of Washington is 
making the safety of each one of us the primary emphasis.  
For the time being all organizations should plan to use the 
electronic world for meetings.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbssparish.org
https://www.sjbssparish.org/bulletins
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https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
https://www.fataonline.com/bulletins/StJohntheBaptistSilverSpring
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mailto:ljmilone@sjbssparish.org


 

 

Sign-up Weekly for Weekend Masses 

Due to COVID-19, there are many precautions we must 
take for the health and safety of all as we have public 
celebrations of the Mass. To insure proper social 
distancing between people we need to limit the number of 
seats available at each of the five Weekend Masses: 
      

     Saturday  5 p.m. 
     Sunday     7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.  
                       (no evening Mass) 
      

Weekly sign-up is needed for every individual member of 
your family who wants to attend one of the Weekend 
Masses.  Sign-up will open each week starting on 
Mondays at 12 noon and ending on Thursdays at 12 noon 
immediately preceding the upcoming Weekend Masses. 
 

To sign-up to attend a Weekend Mass, please visit our 
website at www.sjbssparish.org.  If you do not have 
internet access, please call the Parish Office, 301-622-
1122.  Sign up is not required for Daily Mass. Please 
arrive early for all Masses. 
      

Please know that when you come to attend Mass: 
   - A mask or facial covering must be worn. 
   - Entry will be through the main, front, wrought iron    
     doors—only. 
   - Ushers will direct you to a seat. 
      
 

Signing up for Mass on your Smart Phone 

If you are trying to sign up for Mass during the sign up 
period using your Smart Phone and you keep getting the 
“not available message,” try clearing your phone data for 
previous sites/apps visited and reestablishing  a new 
connection to the SJB website in order to be able to  
sign up. 
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Evening of Remembrance  
The Bereavement Ministry is deeply saddened to 
announce that we will not be able to gather on All Souls 
Day this year as we usually do for the Evening of 
Remembrance due to Covid 19.  We know that so many of 
you are grieving the loss of a family member or friend and 
would love to join with others to remember them in love 
and prayer.  Although we cannot be together in person, 
please rest assured that everyone associated with the 
Ministry and the St. John the Baptist Community joins 
with you in your grief and will continue to hold you in 
our hearts and prayers until we can be together 
personally. 

Bereavement Ministry   
Due to Covid 19, our Bereavement Ministry is 
still unable to safely hold monthly meetings at 
St. John the Baptist Church.  We know that so 
many are grieving and may not have any other 
outlet for expressing the grief that you feel.  We 
are brokenhearted that we cannot be with each 
of you to share your grief and comfort one another.  If you 
need to speak with someone in the Ministry, please leave a 
message for Ruth Anne McCormick, 301-622-0664 or 
Maryanne Dulski, 301-384-1743.  You may also email Ruth 
Anne at  drram612@gmail.com. 

SJB Food Drive - Courtesy of the SJB Knights 
The SJB Parish Food Drive will be on the 
first and third Saturday morning of each 
month from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Please drive 
to the table in front of the Lyon Center and 
as you stay safe in your car, just pop your 
trunk or tailgate and your donation will be 
unloaded. Dry goods are preferred.  Food 
donations will be distributed to the  
St. Camillus Food Bank.  Thank you for your generosity.  
If you have a question or need more information, please 
email Brian Murphy at oliverb1960@gmail.com.  

Scout Troop 1441 B  
— sponsored by Saint John the Baptist is continuing to 
operate in a restricted mode during the Corona Virus.  
Most of our activities are done over Zoom.  We are 
conducting weekly Troop Meetings, Rank Advancement 
sessions, Merit Badge sessions and Patrol meetings on-line.  
We have been following strict social distancing guidelines.  
We are looking forward to the time we can get back 
outdoors together for real.  In the meantime, if you or a son 
is interested in Scouts, please let me know by e-mail so we 
can extend you an invitation to visit. Jwnek1007@aol.com, 
301-728-2858, John J. Wnek Scoutmaster 1441. 

Used Eyeglasses 
Thanks to the generosity of the St. John the 
Baptist parishioners, the SJB Knights recently 
delivered 182 pairs of used eyeglasses to the Sandy Spring 
Lions for distribution to needy recipients.  The Knights 
continue to collect used eyeglasses and hearing aids for 
distribution to the Sandy Spring Lions and used cell 
phones to the Montgomery County Sherriff's Office which 
will be reprogrammed to 911 and are distributed to 
victims of domestic violence.  Please bring all 
contributions to the Parish Office until further notice.   
If you have any questions, please contact Stu Sklamm at  
301-384-0784 or at mailto:srsklamm@msn.com.  Thank you 
for your continued support of these very worthwhile 
projects. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
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Archdiocese Annual Appeal - September Progress Report 

Since our last progress report on August 15, the 2020 Annual Appeal has gained $207,380 in new pledges and now sits 
at a total commitment amount of $10,184,199. Thank you for your support in continuing to promote the Annual Appeal 
at your parish.  
 

Parish Results 
Here are the results for St. John the Baptist - Silver Spring as of September 15, 2020: 

  2020 YTD 2019 YTD 2018 YTD 

Parish Goal $284,500 284,500 284,500 

Total Commitments $164,710 $167,760 $211,076 

% of Goal Committed 57.9% 59.0% 74.2% 

Total Paid $136,791 $133,964 $179,665 

% of Goal Paid 48.1% 47.1% 63.1% 

The full report may be found at https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/2020-Annual-
Appeal_September-Progress-Report_09.23.20.pdf 
             

As we enter the final stretch of the 2020 Annual Appeal, it is not too late to encourage parishioner giving!  

            
I thank our parishioners who have donated to the 2020 Annual Appeal. Our parish currently stands at 57.9% of our 2020 
goal of $284,500. 

 

The Annual Appeal amplifies the impact our parish can make for people in need especially during this pandemic across 
Washington, D.C. and Maryland including: 

 

-  Chaplains heroically serving the sick and dying in hospitals 
-  Catholic Charities providing food and other assistance to thousands 
- St. Ann's Center for Children, Youth and Families continuing to offer temporary housing, counseling and  

child-care services to single mothers 
 

These needs, and many others benefited by the Annual Appeal, depend on our financial support. 
 

If you have not yet made your gift to the 2020 Annual Appeal, it is not too late. Visit https://adw.org/ways-to-give/

annual-appeal/ to make your gift today.  I thank you again for your support of the Annual Appeal.  From David Cook, 

Director of the Annual Appeal 

Archbishop Wilton Gregory’s statement on Pope Francis's new encyclical ‘Fratelli Tutti’ 
On the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis released his encyclical about the human family, our belonging 

to each other and our need for each other. The title Fratelli Tutti quotes St. Francis who reminds us that we are all 
brothers and sisters, no matter our race, creed, country of origin or where we now reside on this good Earth. 

I believe that this document has come to us at precisely the right time. COVID-19 obviously has not yet ended. 
Many have spoken about “a new normal” when the virus will have abated. Rather I think that we should make this 
tragic pandemic an opportunity to think about “a new different” in terms of what we value, who we value and that we 
are all in this together.  Pope Francis repeatedly speaks to the renewal of “common good” language and “common 
good” actions. 

The pope provokes us to pursue a shared life and to seeing “the other” as brother and sister, both as human 
beings and all as fellow creatures in “our common home.” He invites us to build a “culture of encounter” with pride in 
expressing how we are Catholics and also how we are enriched by dialogue with all people of good will. 

https://adw.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/09/2020-Annual-Appeal_September-Progress-Report_09.23.20.pdf
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Social Concerns 
 Cynthia Norris, 301-622-1122, socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org 

Haiti Collection 
It is that time of year when we focus our thoughts and actions on our Sister Parish, St. Pierre, in 
Haiti where we support 1,800 elementary and 330 secondary school students, and  98 
teachers.  Traditionally the pastor, Fr. Noemi, visits in October but due to the pandemic, he will 
not be able to come. In March the schools were closed in Haiti because of Covid. They reopened 
August through October to complete the last months of the 2019-20 school year. The 2020-21 
school year will begin at the end of October. 
 
Are you teleworking during this pandemic?  Maybe you are saving money because you do not have to buy gasoline, or 
Metro fares, or lunches out?  You have been donating to food banks and other local causes, and you really want to help 
people in need.  Our sisters and brothers in St. Pierre, Baradères Haiti, are really in need of help to pay for teacher 
salaries and lunches for the students.  Elementary school teachers earn only $35 a month and Secondary school teachers 
earn $4 per hour. For only $35 you can pay for one student to have a hot lunch at school for an entire month. Can you 
help? Every contribution helps, no matter how small or large.   
 
Every contribution helps, no matter how small or large.  There are many convenient ways to give: 
 -  Mail in your contribution to the Parish Office. 
 -  Place it into the special basket at the back of church. 
 -  Drop it off Monday through Thursday at the Parish Office in the Kazista Center. 
 -  Use the link to Faith Direct https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/MD300/19724 
 -  Contact Faith Direct to add a one-time contribution for our Haiti Sister Parish. 
 
Please make all checks payable to St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church and include Haiti on the memo line to ensure it goes to the 
correct account. If you have any questions, please contact Cynthia 
Norris at 301-622-1122, Monday through Wednesdays or by email 
at socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org.  
 
Thank you as always for your continued prayers & support for our 
brothers and sister in Baradères. They remain sincerely grateful for 
all that we can do on their behalf.  

“Thank You” Note from Wings of Joy (paraphrased) 
Thank you St. John the Baptist Parish for helping to support this year’s Wings for Joy Back-to-School campaign by 
donating headphones, earbuds and masks.  “We’ve Got Your Back 2020” has so far helped 120 local students by 
providing school supplies needed for virtual learning.  The students are from the Helping Hands Homeless Shelter, 
Greencastle Elementary School, Burnt Mills Elementary School, Fairland Elementary School and the Community 
Services Foundation of DC, along with the Stepping Stones Shelter.  Due to circumstances caused by COVID-19, supplies 
were delivered consistent with attending school from home.  Instead of filled backpacks, Wings for Joy provided 
students with mobile “desks-in-a-bucket” which included headphones, masks, and hand sanitizer in addition to school 
supplies.  Our goal was simple.  We wanted children to have the tools and resources needed to help prepare them for a 
successful school year.  With your help we were able to achieve that.  Please visit www.wingsforjoy.org to learn more 
about our organization.  Thank you for your contribution and support.   
 
       From Spring Y. George & Tracy DuPree Davis 

mailto:socialconcerns@sjbssparish.org
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=154e4fbf-49d8071f-154e66c8-0cc47adca788-ead713e7b718cfd9&q=1&e=0a287eec-33c5-471f-b9fd-d59a95eddc93&u=https%3A%2F%2Fmembership.faithdirect.net%2Fgivenow%2FMD300%2F19724
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Mystical  Word 

written by L.J. Milone, Director of Faith Formation, ljmilone@sjbssparish.org  

 It was Christmas morning. Instead of opening 
presents around a brightly lit tree, I was wedged between 
five pieces of luggage on a parking garage bus heading to 
Baltimore Washington International 
Airport. I was traveling with my two-
year-old daughter and my pregnant wife. 
That meant I was carrying everything: a 
couple of suitcases, a carry-on, and a car 
seat. I felt increasingly agitated about 
hauling these bags, especially when it 
came time to get off the bus quickly, grab 
our plane tickets, and negotiate airport 
security. I snapped at my wife and 
daughter while glaring at fellow 
passengers. My normal easygoing 
manner had left when I woke up at 4:00 
a.m. I was weighed down physically and 
emotionally by the bags and my attitude. 
 I am willing to bet that not a few 
people have had a similar experience. 
Some days things just go wrong. Still, 
there are too many days when life’s pace rises to a frenetic 
level. What is your experience? What is daily life like for 
you? The more people I talk to, the more I see how hectic 
life is. Often, families feel it most because we want the best 
for our kids. With or without kids, we want to do the right 
thing. Sometimes, though, life just does not work. 
Overwhelmed by the duties and demands of daily life, 
many of us disconnect from larger social issues. Oddly, 
even as people are burrowing into their own 
individualistic lives, there is a sense of group think. Of 
course, part of that group think is the very intention to be 
into my own thing, the sentiment of “you do you.”  
Relationships can be strained in the middle of such 
individualism, yet we want connection more than ever.   

These more personal experiences, though, exist in 
a larger social context. The greatest factor affecting the 
shape of contemporary life is, likely, consumerism. 
Consumer culture trains us in a certain attitude and 
awareness, a unique practice and way of going about life. 
We buy things without knowing anything at all about how 
they were produced or under what conditions workers 
labored. To us it seems like merchandise magically 
appears on shelves. This has a significant impact on how 
we approach our daily lives. Indeed, we approach 
religious practices in the same manner. We abstract them 
from their own traditional contexts and so rob them of 
their transformative power as we turn them into yet 
another consumer product. 

The other way consumer culture trains our minds 
is by the diverting our desire for the infinite into all-
consuming desire for the next new thing. Consumer 

culture keeps us wanting the newest 
product, not the one we already have. Not 
only is this way of seeing reality harmful 
to the poor and the environment, we are, 
literally, lost in an illusion. Without being 
in touch with reality, our world suffers. 
It goes beyond obvious to note the 
division we experience in our current 
social lives. While it might be more a 
story that we tell ourselves through 
various social media, there are deep splits 
in what we believe and how we 
experience life. We are realizing how 
much we were already split into tribes of 
race, politics, religion, and wealth. 
 Technology runs through all the 
different contours of contemporary life. 
Our divisions appear on social media. 

Consumer culture utilizes smart phones and tablets to 
make buying commercial goods easier. We may be more 
connected than ever, but through technology we appear to 
be more distracted than ever. 

If we paused for but a moment, we might realize 
just how much we crave a deeper meaning, a way not only 
to deal with stress and upset but also to overcome and 
even transform them. We crave a more fulfilling life. Even 
as our minds settle on the material, our hearts long for the 
spiritual. Weighed down by social expectations and 
programs for happiness that cannot possibly work, we 
realize, slowly perhaps, how a gaping emptiness gnaws at 
our insides. We want something more.   

For St. John of the Cross, the something more is 
union with God.  He tells us how our hearts are made for 
the infinite. He shows us that being one with the Mystery 
saves us from death, meaninglessness, loneliness, and 
misery.  Being united to God gives us bliss and purpose as 
well as depth and newness: “The soul will be clothed in a 
new understanding of God in God (through removal of the 
old understanding) and in a new love of God in God, once 
the will is stripped of all the old cravings and 
satisfactions.” We can be set free from the banality and 
superficiality of technological-consumer culture when we 
are in union with the Mystery of God. John teaches us that 
we are utterly and blissfully fulfilled in Mystery. But do 
we want Mystery? If so, how do we become united to the 
Mystery, that is, to God? 

mailto:ljmilone@sjbssparish.org
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 Confidential Post-Abortion Healing Retreat 
Have you experienced shame, sadness, regret or guilt after 
abortion?  You are not alone.  Any woman, who has gone 
through the abortion experience, is invited to attend an 
Entering Canaan Day of Prayer and Healing on Saturday, 
October 24.  You will find the Sacraments, a caring retreat 
team, a witness talk, and a non-judgmental atmosphere, to 
heal from this shame and other negative emotions that 
come after abortion.  Exact location is confidential, due to 
the personal nature of this experience.  We will follow 
social distancing regulations.  Space is limited.  For more 
information, contact Project Rachel Ministry, sponsored by 
the Archdiocese of Washington, 301-982-2008.  You are 
welcome to email, just remember that email is not a 
confidential means of communication hope@adw.org. 

Need Help? 

Know Someone Hurting, Physically, Emotionally, 
Spiritually or in their Relationships? Church of the 
Resurrection Catholic Church has teams trained in 
helping people experience God's healing love through 
virtual sessions of in-depth prayer. For more details, 
contact Linda DeRoze, 301-384-5568 or 
Lderoze@verizon.net 

***Around Town*** 

New Young Adult Small Groups  
- hosted by the Dominican Student Brothers, begin this fall 
for men and women ages 20-35. Groups will meet virtually 
and in person at parishes in Silver Spring. In addition to 
our continuing faith study in English, we hope to offer a 
similar program in Spanish, as well as a men’s fellowship 
for growth in the Christian life. If interested, please contact 
us at sscatholicfellowship@gmail.com or Facebook.com/
SilverSpringCatholic. 

Take a Personal “Retreat” Day 
Personal “Retreat” Days are November 20 and December 4.  
Jesus tells you to "Come away with me..." to Our Lady of 
Bethesda Retreat Center where your very own personal 
retreat awaits. During your personal retreat, from  
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., an experienced retreat director will guide 
you to a place of rest with Christ.  The retreat schedule 
allows for one-on-one spiritual direction (optional), quiet 
reflection, Mass, Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration, plus 
continental breakfast and lunch, so you will be nourished 
and cared for while Our Lord speaks to your soul about the 
depths of His love for you. Cost is $120 per person.  Advance 
Registration is required, visit our website to register and find 
more dates www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 301-365-0612. 
Our Lady of Bethesda Retreat Center, 7007 Bradley Blvd., 
Bethesda, MD 20817. 

Urgent Virtual Drive for the Gabriel Project 
The Gabriel Project Cluster of Montgomery County is an 
all-volunteer nonprofit organization that assists low-
income pregnant women and their children. During the 
pandemic and economic crisis, the need for the Gabriel 
Project’s services has grown tremendously while typical 
sources of support are greatly reduced. Please see this 
flyer, https://e76b4f48-d447-47af-8706-
36b7303b6511.usrfiles.com/ugd/
e76b4f_25f6e7c9b1a545be9d80b2ad3d214140.pdf,  for 
more information about our virtual drive to support the 
Gabriel Project. You can help provide critically needed 
material resources by purchasing essential items like 
baby gear, diapers, and clothing through the Gabriel 
Project’s Amazon Charity List:  GP Amazon List,  
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/
ref=smi_se_cl_rd_ge?orig=%2Fhz%2Fcharitylist%2Fls%
2F384MSEZYW4WVQ%2Fref%3Dsmi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl%
3FpldnSite%3D1. For more information about the 
Gabriel Project, please visit the website at 
www.gpmoco.org.  Thank you for your generous 
support! 

Marian Virtual Learning Forum 
Join the Marian Virtual Learning Forum: "Formed in the 
Month of the Most Holy Rosary." Follow along with 
Marian Mentoring & Music e-mailed weekly. Marian 
Book Selections (Choose One):   
1) "33 Days to Morning Glory”  
2) "Total Consecration/33 Days" (St. Louis de Montfort - 
Faber version) 
3) 46-Day "Mary's Mantle Consecration”   
Buy or find online/in store. Local copies of "33 Days to 
Morning Glory" are free while coordinator's supplies last 
(arrange for pick-up).  
       

Participants can consecrate individually to Jesus through 
Mary's intercession on Saturday, November 21, Feast of 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Group 
consecration option/details to be determined. Watch the 
Prayerful Group Welcome Video: https://youtu.be/
pNaMmWqeIRs.  Register/contact : 
laura.chighizola@gmail.com. Three to Get Married  

The Three to Get Married program has continued it's 
operations throughout the COVID-19 closures, shifting to 
a virtual format.  We plan to proceed with scheduled 
dates, virtually if necessary, but we hope to be able to 
operate this program in person, soon. We encourage you 
to register for your preferred date so that we can keep 
you informed in a timely manner.  Register at https://
ourladyofbethesda.org/programs/marriage/virtual-
marriage-prep  for upcoming session.  November 12-15 
and December 3-6. 
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ROBERT J. COYNE
Esquire

400 University Blvd., West
Silver Spring, MD

301-681-5013
Serving the legal needs  of the

community for twenty-five years.

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904  

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner
301-622-9797

Pain Control
Acupuncture, Acu Massage, Herbs
11120 New Hampshire Ave. #409
Call Dr. Lee 301-592-1234
www.acupuncture-drs.com

Alex W. Kuzemka
Tax Preparation

13321 New Hampshire Ave. #200
(O) 301-384-3153
(H) 301-384-3817

WE NEED YOU!
Become a Foster Parent
• Treatment Foster Care
• Mother/Infant Foster Care
• Medically Fragile Foster Care

301-429-2370
www.concern4kids.org

Fr. Joe Breighner offers his book-  

“More Reflections 
Along A Country Road” 

 ...Over 200 "Minute Meditations for Everyday" 
on all kinds of topics.  Short, insightful, 
meaningful, motivating, inspirational...some 
of Fr. Joe's best thoughts.

Send $10.00 plus $4.50 for postage & handling to 
FATA • P.O. Box 4889 • Baltimore, MD 21211 

(checks only payable to FATA)

Drs. DeMarco and Tilkin
Washingtonian Top Orthodontists

Lisa DeMarco, D.D.S., M.S. • Nancy Tilkin, D.D.S., M.S.
Call today for your FREE consultation

11120 New Hampshire Avenue • Silver Spring
301-593-6363 • www.demarcotilkinortho.com

OUR

HIT HOME(S)!

If interested in 
this space 

please call us at
410-578-3600

We  Thank Our Advertisers.
PLEASE LET THEM KNOW YOU SAW THEIR

AD IN YOUR PARISH BULLETIN.

Local Business Merchants, 
Professionals And Service Providers 

Are Invited To Participate.

WILLIAM JOHN
ARMSTRONG III 

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Specializing In Wills, Trusts,

Estates And Real Estate Transactions
301-384-9233 • armstrongutheman@aol.com
1804 Briggs Chaney Rd. • Silver Spring, MD 20905

Joseph F. Gaffigan Attorney at Law
GAFFIGAN & ASSOCIATES

Civil Law • Family Law • Simple Wills 
Criminal Law • Business Law

301-577-4600     jgaffigan@bakergaffigan.com

Advertising 
Space Available

Passenger Service 
Maryland • New York 

301-326-4555

Gerardo 
Express 

Door-to-Door

301-592-8818
Probate • Estates • Wills 
Traffic • Personal Injury 

Expungement • Real Estate 
Civil & 

Commercial 
Litigation 

OFORI 
LAW FIRM

11215-B Lockwood Dr 
www.oforilawfirm.com

your SOURCE for the 
BEST in nurse home care 

301-421-9670 
insourcehealthcare.com

INSOURCE
Health Care Services

OPEN
FOR BUSINESS... 

Yours!
Call For Info. 410-578-3600

Patient Family Recommended 
Home-Like Setting

24/7 Care 
Dementia & Continuing Care 

Private Room Option 

BRIGHT SIDE 
ASSISTED LIVING  

240-938-8842 
AssistedLivinginSilverSpring.com

Fast Turn Around
All Types of 

Jobs
Send your file for a quote to 

printing@fataonline.com

410-578-3600

Pointe View at 
Aspen Hill

Affordable Apartments 
for Seniors 62 & Older

410-934-3071
3136 Bel Pre Road,

 Silver Spring, MD 20906
www.PointeViewatAspenHill.com

Please Support
the Advertisers!

It's 
Wise 
to... 

ADVERTISE
Call: 410-578-3600

for more information
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Mark J. 
Bernstein, d.d.s.

Jeffrey Perkins, d.d.s.
General Dentistry

301-989-3400
13321 New Hampshire Ave.
Suite #102
Corner of Randolph  Rd.
(Colesville Professional Building)

Hoover-Fisher
Florist, Inc.

301-593-4700
Answered 24 Hours

Woodmoor Shopping Ctr.
www.hooverfisherflorist.com

Silver Spring Jewelry
MANUFACTURING

Repair While You Wait • BUY & PAWN
11205 New Hampshire Ave. (White Oak Shopping Ctr.)

301-439-4260

JOE MAIER BILLY SILK

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1986

Repair    Remodeling
Drain Cleaning    Water Heaters

301-650-9100

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”
SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*

*Certain Conditions Apply

$25 OFF
Any Plumbing 

Service
WSSC #70985

$35 OFF 
Faucet or Toilet 

Replacement
www.Your1Plumber.com
301-658-6830

(Not valid with any other offer or service fee)

YOUR PLUMBER
THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED  WHITE OAK 

EXXON SERVICENTER
11177 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20904
CHUCK FRANK
MARK SMITH 301-681-4188

"Prompt Medical Care
When You Need It"

1-800-689-1341        
Silver Spring & Kensington
www.fastrackmd.com

N E   S O N
TR E E  SPECIALIST
N E   S O N
TR E E  SPECIALIST
N E   S O N
TR E E  SPECIALIST
N E   S O N
TR E E  SPECIALIST

3 0 1 - 8 5 4 - 2 2 1 8
www.Nelsontreespecialist .com
3 0 1 - 8 5 4 - 2 2 1 8
www.Nelsontreespecialist .com

Lic. #
1610

Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses

1730 Elton Rd. (301) 439-1655

HILLANDALE OPTICIANS
Piney Branch Opticians

Free Initial Exam & Consultation

Specialist in Orthodontics & 
Dentofacial Orthopedics

301-949-6020
13106 New Hampshire Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.TranOrtho.com

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE US

410-768-0110
www.PadovaTech.com

• Programs
• Save the Date 
• Thank You's
• Magnets

Personalized
Full Color Designs

Call 1-800-934-1620

O’NEILL ARCHITECTS, INC
Member of The American Institute of Architects
CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS & 
COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE

Stephen O'Neill, AIA               301-592-8878
101 Valley Brook Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20904

Design@ONeillArch.com

GIRMA MENGISTU, Realtor®

C: 301-332-5857 • O: 301-434-4065 
girmamris@gmail.com 

1600 Ealton Rd. • Silver Spring, MD

TRISTAR REALTY, INC.

Physical Therapy
&

Hand Rehabilitation

Pain Relief Without Drugs For 14 Years
Locally Owned & Operated by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Medicare and Most Major Medical Insurances Accepted

White Oak
11120 New Hampshire Ave #200

Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-592-8200

www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Old Fashioned Bakery
10127 Colesville Rd.

301-593-7667
www.woodmoorpastry.com

PARCEL PLUS Your Pack and Ship Solution
Agent for DHL, FEDEX and UPS

Passport Photos • Copy & Notary Service • Fax • Computer Service
Gifts & Greeting Cards • Business Cards • Rubber Stamps

301-384-4300        43 Randolph Rd. • Colesville, MD 20904

12854 New Hampshire Ave
301-622-2023•Sunday Brunch 10-3

DOMINIC’S
ITALIAN GRILLE

FRESH FOOD - PREMIUM SPIRITS

Safe • Personal • Reliable 
Children's Transport 

THE

202-702-5050 • www.thekidscab.com

Bridging the Technology Divide 

301-966-6696 • Synogy.io

Allan Lui, DMD 
Family Dentistry 
301-680-7128 

~Call for Appointment~ 
12908 New Hampshire Ave

Like Wedding Planners For Growing Older TM 

301-593-5285 • care-manager.com

Aging Life Care Management 
Expert Recommendations & Support 

In-Home Assessments • Office Consults  

WellSeniorTM

Plan for Future Care 
Needs

Debbie's Angels 
Concierge Companion 

Service

LOTUS POINT 
Wellness

301-960-1198
13200 New Hampshire Ave 

lotuspointwellness.com

Holistic Counseling & Wellness 
Services for All Ages
Extraordinary 

Transformation

12044 Cherry Hill RD

Cherry Hill

Face Painting • Door Prizes • Games 
Entertainment for Kids

FAMILY FUN NIGHT

EVERY FRIDAY
4-7 pm

Your Caregiver Solution 

Bella's  Reserve 
Senior Day Care Center

• Skilled Nursing 
• Medication Management 
• Door-To-Door Transport 
• Recreational & Social Activities 
• Caring Christian Environment
Medicaid? We Can Help! 

301-244-5112 
Se Hablo Español

2120 Industrial Pkwy

Salvadorean & Mexican Cuisine
Weekday Specials
13881 Outlet Dr • Ste C

301-890-1808 • 301-890-1809

Space
 Available

CPR & First Aid 
Training

American Heart Assoc.
Authorized Training Center

Our Location or Yours 
Instructor de Español 

Disponible
Student Discounts

301-681-4300 
cpraedandsafety.com 

Provider to Knights of Columbus
301-622-1260

comprehensive-homehealth.com

Skilled Nursing 
Physical Therapy

Home Health Aides

COMPREHENSIVE
Home Health Care Agency
Owned & Managed 

by Experienced Nurses

Davis Tax & Accounting 
Personal • Business Since 1984

La Vaughn T. Davis, Founder & Parishioner 
Four Corners Office Park • 301-593-0303 • DavisTaxFirm.com

ASIAN CUISINE 
Dine In • Delivery • Take Out 

- New Ownership -
13843 Outlet Dr • 301-890-0888

YO YO CAFE

dbranch@weichert.com
O: 301-681-0550  C: 240-305-7427

3816 International Dr.,Silver Spring, MD 20906

Dianne Branch

*Parishioner*

LAW OFFICES
JOSEPH C. WOYTASH, JR., P.C.

A Professional Legal Corporation
Phone: (301) 529-5057 • Fax: (301) 530-0584

jcwjrpc@woytashlaw.com • www.woytashlaw.com

OPEN
FOR BUSINESS... 

Yours!
Call For Info. 410-578-3600

Burnt Mills
Auto Body
"If it's broken...
We Can Fix It"

301-593-1100
10753 Columbia Pike 

Silver Spring, MD


