
 

 

12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD  20904 

Saint John the Baptist  
Catholic Church 

Daily Mass:  
     Monday-Friday - 7:00 & 8:30 a.m. 
     Saturday - 9:00 a.m. 
 
Baptism:  Parishioners are asked to call  

the Parish Office and speak with our 
Director of Faith Formation. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation:   

Saturday: 4:00-4:45 p.m. 
 

   Marriage:  Parishioners requesting   
     a marriage date must have been 

          registered in the parish for six 
     months. 

    Phone Numbers:   
      Parish Office & Rectory:  
                301-622-1122      
       Fax:   301-625-9266 

     School: 301-622-3076 
     Website: www.sjbssparish.org               
     Facebook: facebook.com/sjbcc 

Sunday, January 11, 2026                         The Baptism of the Lord  
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Today’s Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7    Psalm 29     Acts 10:34-38    Matthew 3:13-17 

                          Schedule of Masses next weekend  -  January 17/18 
              The 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Saturday 5:00 p.m. - Msgr. Mike Mellone 
       Sunday  7:30 a.m. - Fr. Andrew Wakefield 

             9:00 a.m. - Fr. Johnson John 
                  11:30 a.m. - Fr. Steve Petroff, CSP 

The Second Collection next weekend, January 17/18,  
 The 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time  

will be for SJB Snow Removal 

There's so much going on in today's Gospel story of Jesus 
being baptized by John! Jesus came up from the water. 
The heavens opened. The Spirit of God descended. And a 
voice was heard: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.”  

These final words in Matthew’s baptismal account today 
must have struck such a chord of joy in Jesus' heart. But 
they're meant for us too. Do we believe that God is 
pleased with us? It doesn't matter how many mistakes 
we've made, how distant we've been from Him, and how 
much we have taken Him for granted. He is well pleased 
and doesn't count the cost. Let this same joy that Jesus 
enjoyed well up from our own baptism and overflow onto 
others. 

http://www.sjbssparish.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbcc
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Send Bulletin announcements to  
sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Send Website announcements to  
kbrown@sjbssparish.org 

**Bulletin Deadline** 

January 25 Bulletin & Website deadline  
Thursday, January 15, at 9:00 a.m 

Parish Clergy 
   Rev. Andrew Wakefield      Pastor 
             Rev. Johnson John, CMI      In Residence 
            Msgr. Michael Mellone       In Residence 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday through Thursday,  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Chapel Hours  
Monday through Thursday,  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. when the Parish Office is Open 

Adoration in the Chapel - Extended Hours 
Adoration will take place every Thursday,  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. when the Parish Office is open. 
Additional Adorers are welcome during this 
time. Signup sheets will be available outside the 
Chapel on Thursdays during Adoration. 

    Monday   7:00 - Patrick Duggan (K. Asdorian) 
        8:30 - Robert Argauer (R. Gramlich &  
     J. Gramlich) 
    Tuesday   7:00 - Gregory Martini –L- (K. & S. Lynch) 
        8:30 - In Appreciation to Our Lady of Fatima –L- 
     (M. Rousseau) 
Wednesday 7:00 - Minerva R. Elizalde (D. & M. Elizalde) 
        8:30 - Larry Davis (Your Friends at SJB) 
   Thursday  7:00 - Veronica Cole (Fr. Andrew) 
        8:30 - Souls in Purgatory (A. Hernandez) 
        Friday  7:00 - Teresa Flynn –L– (C. Schwab) 
        8:30 - Janet Davis (M. Kerley) 
   Saturday   9:00 - Sunrise Assisted Living Residents –L-  
     (Parishioners) 
        5:00 - Martin Young (C. Schwab) 
      Sunday  7:30 -  Parishioners 
        9:00 - Rose Bernard Rodrigues & Bernable  
    Rodrigues (S. Rodrigues) 
      11:30 - Rev. John Barry –L- (J. Creel) 

January Second Collections 

1/11—Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA 
1/18—Snow Removal 
1/25 - SJB Building/Maintenance 

Parish Directory 

Please call the Parish Office to contact our Staff. 

Parish Office - 301-622-1122   

 

Pastor:  Rev. Andrew Wakefield 

 pastor@sjbssparish.org 
Bulletin Editor:  Martha Kerley 

 sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org 

Child Protection Coordinator:  Martha Kerley 

 mkerley@sjbssparish.org 
Facilities Manager:  Peter Vassiliou 

 peter.vassiliou@sjbsilverspring.org 

Music Director:  Tracy McDonnell 

 music@sjbssparish.org 

Parish Secretary:  Mary Frances Vassiliou 

 secretary@sjbssparish.org 

Religious Education/Faith Formation:  Eddie Argauer 

 dre@sjbssparish.org 

Sacristan:  Glenda Chauncey 

 301-622-1122 

Youth Ministry:  Robert Gilmore 
 youthministry@sjbssparish.org 

 

Parochial School  

Principal:  Brian Blomquist 

 brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org 

School Phone:  301-622-3076 

School Website:  www.sjbsilverspring.org 

 

Websites 

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church:  
 www.sjbssparish.org 

SJB Athletic Ministry:   
 www.sjbathletics.org 

2026 Prayer Intentions for the Holy Father 

January - For Prayer With The Word Of God 

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be 
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our 
communities, helping us build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church.  

Community Sunday/Community Breakfast  
Join us in the Gym after the 7:30 a.m. and  
9:00 a.m. Masses for a Community Sunday/
Community Breakfast prepared by the Knights of 
Columbus.  All are welcome. 

mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:kbrown@sjbssparish.org
mailto:pastor@sjbssparish.org
mailto:sjbbulletin@sjbssparish.org
mailto:mkerley@sjbssparish.org
mailto:peter.vassiliou@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:music@sjbssparish.org
mailto:secretary@sjbssparish.org
mailto:dre@sjbssparish.org
mailto:youthministry@sjbssparish.org
mailto:Brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
mailto:Brian.blomquist@sjbsilverspring.org
http://www.sjbsilverspring.org
http://www.sjbssparish.org
http://www.sjbathletics.org


 

 

Dear Friends, 

We conclude the Christmas season this 
weekend with our celebration of The Baptism 
of the Lord. We hear in Matthew’s Gospel how 

John the Baptist, reluctant at first to baptize Jesus, does so 
after Jesus says, “Allow it now, for this is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.”  Huh?! 

Why did Jesus ask to be baptized by John? When we hear 
of His baptism, we, of course, draw connections to our own 
as we, too, are baptized with water (yet not, necessarily in 
the waters of the Jordan River!).  John’s baptism was one of 
repentance in light of the nearness of God’s kingdom, yet 
unlike those who flocked to John and like us, Christ Jesus 
had no need of baptism for He was free of all sin and 
completely aligned with the will of God.  We, however, are 
all stained with original sin and so need to be cleansed in 
order to share in the divine nature and the life God desires 
us to live as His daughters and sons. As is evident from the 
brokenness of our world and our own weakened ability to 
resist temptation, we are born into a world with an 
inherited inclination to evil, the effects of original sin.  But 
as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Through 
Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons [and 
daughters] of God; we become members of Christ, are 
incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her 
mission” (CCC 1213).  

It is that final statement - “and made sharers in her 
mission” - that sheds light on why Christ Himself was 

baptized, and why He told John the Baptist to allow it. 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 
the voice from heaven says after He is baptized, and these 
words echo the Lord’s words through the Prophet Isaiah in 
our 1st reading, “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my 
chosen one with whom I am pleased.” Matthew’s Gospel is 
connecting the “Suffering Servant,” to whom Isaiah is 
referring, to Christ Himself: He is the Suffering Servant, He 
is the one who is a “light to the nations, to open the eyes of 
the blind, to bring prisoners from confinement, and from 
the dungeon, those who live in darkness,” as Isaiah says. 
We already see in Christ’s Baptism the trajectory of His 
ministry that will lead to Calvary.  

As we become members of Christ, incorporated into the 
Church and made sharers in her mission through our 
Baptism, we share in that same Suffering Servant mission: 
we are called to be ministers of mercy through our lives, 
sharing in Christ’s work to bring light to the darkness of 
the world!  Baptism informs our Identity as Christians and 
fuels our mission, calling us, empowering us with the grace 
of the Holy Spirit and love, as Christ does. “To fulfill all 
righteousness” is to live with Christ, a life-long calling to 
go out into the world through the circumstances of our 
lives and share in His healing work of drawing all people 
into God’s embrace! 

God bless you! 

    In Christ, 
    Fr. Andrew 
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Remember in Prayer those who have died 

Rita Acker, widow of Robert Acker and sister of the  
 former Jo Carbone; 
Robert “Bob” Argauer, father of Eddie Argauer our  
 Director of Faith Formation; and 
Geraldine Woytowitz, wife of Don Woytowitz, Sr. 

SJB School Open House 
The Parish School will hold an open house on 
Thursday, January 15, for families interested 
in Catholic school for their children. From 
8:30 to 9:30 am, current school parents will lead visitors 
on tours of the school. Here is a digital sign-up form to 
reserve your tour: https://forms.office.com/r/
aYmUAhtweZ 

Thank you from Fr. Jhonson Charlotin, Pastor 

of our Sister Parish, St. Pierre, Baradères, 

Haiti 
Dear brothers and sisters, dear benefactors of St. Jean   
       Baptiste, 
Christmas is a special moment to express how deeply 
important you are to us. From St. Pierre des Baradères, 
our thoughts and prayers are with you during this 
blessed season. 

Thanks to your generosity and faithful support, St. Jean 
Baptiste College continues to shine and to offer hope and 
a promising future to its students. May this season of 
sharing bring you the same joy and happiness that you 
so generously give to our children. 

We wish you peace, good health, and prosperity for you 
and your families. May your Christmas be filled with 
joy, surrounded by your loved ones, and may the year 
2026 be crowned with success, grace, and abundant 
blessings. Thank you sincerely for standing with us and 
for your continued support. 

   With gratitude and prayers, 
   Fr. Jhonson Charlotin 

Youth Group Meeting 

Youth Group will meet today, Sunday,  
January 11, after the 11:30 a.m. Mass in the 
Kazista Center. We will return to our usual 
first Sunday of the month schedule in February. If you 
have not already done so, please register your teen 
https://forms.gle/UG6QTF3zfQ1M6zv29 in the Youth 
Group to keep informed of all the Youth Group events. 

https://forms.office.com/r/aYmUAhtweZ
https://forms.office.com/r/aYmUAhtweZ
https://forms.gle/UG6QTF3zfQ1M6zv29


 

 

Baptismal Preparation Class 
The next Baptismal Preparation Class will be  
Tuesday, February 3, at 7 p.m.  Classes will meet 
in the Large Conference Room of the Kazista 
Center. This class will highlight the 
significance of Baptism and prepare parents for this  
grace-filled sacrament.  Please RSVP to the Director of 
Faith Formation, Eddie Argauer, at dre@sjbssparish.org. 

Faith Formation 
Eddie Argauer, 301-622-1122,  dre@sjbssparish.org 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

The Children's Liturgy of the Word will 
meet in the Kazista Center Large 
Conference Room and Chapel on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays, 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. for children ages Kindergarten to Grade 4. Please 
contact Eddie Argauer, eargauer@sjbssparish.org, with 
any questions or if you would like to help. 

2025 - 2026 Faith Formation  
Please contact Eddie Argauer with any Faith Formation questions, dre@sjbssparish.org or 301-622-1122. 

Altar Servers Needed 

For students in grades 4 and up, please consider 
becoming an Altar Server to serve at Sunday 
Mass.  Please contact Eddie Argauer, 
dre@sjbssparish.org or 301-622-1122. 

Eucharistic Ministers Needed 

Bring Jesus to others as a Eucharistic Minister at SJB. We 
are in need of more people to distribute Holy Communion, 
so do not be afraid! For more information, contact Eddie 
Argauer at dre@sjbssparish.org or call 301-622-1122.  
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ADW Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Saturday, February 14, 2026, 10:00 a.m., Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
Hosted by the Office of Family Life with Bishop Evelio 
Menjivar-Ayala as principal celebrant, this Mass 
celebrates the living vocation of all couples who provide a 
Catholic witness to the beauty of Sacramental Marriage. 
Please  register with your Parish Office by February 6, 
2026, to attend the Mass and/or request a certificate in 
honor of their anniversary year. All married couples and 
their families are welcome, regardless of how long they 
have been married. We will mail certificates to parish 
offices by the end of February. 

A peek into school: Middle School Play edition 
This just in!  Our spring play will be drumroll 
please… The Addams Family Musical! 

Based on the characters created by cartoonist 
Charles Addams, the Addams family learns 
about love, change, and celebrating the wonderfully weird 
side of every family. 

Our middle school students are buzzing with excitement 
and are getting ready for auditions on January 13 and 14. 
Once roles are assigned, students will jump into weekly 
rehearsals leading up to our performances on April 30 and 
May 1. 

The school play is a favorite yearly tradition and a fun way 
for students to build confidence, teamwork, and creativity. 
We invite families, friends, and students of all ages to come 
cheer on our performers later this year. We are so proud of 
every student who bravely auditions and gives theater a 
try!  It’s sure to be a spooky, kooky, and altogether ooky 
time! 

SJB Food Drive - Knights of Columbus 
The next St. John the Baptist Knights of Columbus Food 
Drive will be Saturday, January 17, 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Drop off will be at the Lyon Center parking lot behind the 
church (canned or boxed dry foods only, please).  Please 
be careful to exclude any expired items from your 
donation.  Donations will be transported to 
the St. Camillus Food Pantry. Cash or check 
donations (payable to St. John the Baptist 
with “Food Drive” in the memo line) are also 
welcome! Thank you for your generosity. 
Volunteers can sign up using the following 
link or QR Code:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0A49AAAE2CA4F8C25-60533497-sjbkofc. 

SJB Walking with the Word  
SJB Walking with the Word will meet Saturdays in the 
Lyon Center, 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.  Please join our Zoom 
Meeting with this meeting ID and password.https://
us06web.zoom.us/j/83988932139?
pwd=bxgbuapgPOIntX5Nfu4Y8xTqZkEVnT.1 
Meeting ID: 839 8893 2139,  Passcode: WWTW For more 
information, please contact Jeff Hafner at 
jeff.hafner@aol.com, 703-203-4319. 

2025 Year-End Tax Statement 
St. John the Baptist Year End Tax Statements will be 
mailed to all registered parishioners who made donations 
in 2025.  Statements will be mailed by the end of January. 
Statements will include Faith Direct and ParishSoft 
Giving donations. Thank you for your generosity.  

Year-End Giving 
As we begin a new year, we invite you to consider your 
parish community in your estate, retirement, and 
charitable giving.  Please contact the Parish Office with 
any questions, 301-622-1122. 

mailto:dre@sjbssparish.org
mailto:adultdre@sjbcatholicchurch.com
mailto:eargauer@sjbssparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49AAAE2CA4F8C25-60533497-sjbkofc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A49AAAE2CA4F8C25-60533497-sjbkofc
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83988932139?pwd=bxgbuapgPOIntX5Nfu4Y8xTqZkEVnT.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83988932139?pwd=bxgbuapgPOIntX5Nfu4Y8xTqZkEVnT.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83988932139?pwd=bxgbuapgPOIntX5Nfu4Y8xTqZkEVnT.1
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11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring, Maryland 20904  

Steve Hoff master - Owner
301-622-9797

P  C
Acupuncture, Acu Massage, Herbs
11120 New Hampshire Ave. #409
Call Dr. Lee 301-592-1234
www.acupuncture-drs.com

WE NEED YOU!
Become a Foster Parent
• Treatment Foster Care
• Mother/Infant Foster Care
• Medically Fragile Foster Care

301-429-2370
www.concern4kids.org

Drs. DeMarco and Tilkin
Washingtonian Top Orthodontists

Lisa DeMarco, D.D.S., M.S. • Nancy Tilkin, D.D.S., M.S.
Call today for your FREE consultation

11120 New Hampshire Avenue • Silver Spring
301-593-6363 • www.demarcotilkinortho.com

WILLIAM JOHN
ARMSTRONG III

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Specializing In Wills, Trusts,

Estates And Real Estate Transactions
301-384-9233 • armstrongutheman@aol.com
1804 Briggs Chaney Rd. • Silver Spring, MD 20905

Passenger Service
Maryland • New York 

301-326-4555

Gerardo 
Express 

Door-to-Door

OPEN
FOR BUSINESS...

Pointe View at 
Aspen Hill

Aff ordable Apartments 
for Seniors 62 & Older

410-934-3071
3136 Bel Pre Road,

Silver Spring, MD 20906
www.PointeViewatAspenHill.com

301-255-4250   
www.MedicareABCD.org

Information & Counseling
Free Medicare 

Montgomery County SHIP

• Certifi ed Medicare Experts 
•  Unbiased Public Service

State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program

Law Offi  ce of 
Robert J. Coyne 
400 University Blvd., West

Silver Spring, MD
301-681-5013

Serving the legal needs of the
community for twenty-fi ve years.

A Wise Towing Service
Family Owned & Operated 

Over 60 Years 
Cash for Your Unwanted Cars 

410-531-5000

Yours!
Call For Info: 410-578-3600

St. John the Baptist 
Church

Advertising Space Available
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Silver Spring JewelrySilver Spring Jewelry
MANUFACTURING

Repair While You Wait • BUY & PAWN
11205 New Hampshire Ave. (White Oak Shopping Ctr.)

301-439-4260

"Prompt Medical Care
When You Need It"

1-800-689-1341        
Silver Spring & Kensington
www.fastrackmd.com

Eye Exams • Eyeglasses 
Contact Lenses

1730 Elton Rd. (301) 439-1655

HILLANDALE OPTICIANS
Piney Branch Opticians

Free Initial Exam & Consultation

Specialist in Orthodontics + 
Dentofacial Orthopedics

301-949-6020
13106 New Hampshire Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20904
www.TranOrtho.com

Old Fashioned Bakery
10127 Colesville Rd.

301-593-7667
www.woodmoorpastry.com

ASIAN CUISINE
Dine In • Delivery • Take Out 

- New Ownership -
13843 Outlet Dr • 301-890-0888

YO YO CAFE

LAW OFFICES
JOSEPH C. WOYTASH, JR., P.C.

A Professional Legal Corporation
Phone: (301) 529-5057 • Fax: (301) 530-0584

jcwjrpc@woytashlaw.com • www.woytashlaw.com

Burnt Mills
Auto Body
"If it's broken...

We Can Fix It"
301-593-1100

10753 Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD

YOUR PLUMBER
THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED

“The Only One You’ll Ever Need”
SAME DAY SERVICE GUARANTEED!*

*Certain Conditions Apply

$25 OFF$25 OFF
Any Plumbing Service

$35 OFF $35 OFF 
Faucet or Toilet Replacement

www.Your1Plumber.com
301-658-6830301-658-6830

(Not valid with any other off er or service fee)
WSSC #70985

Jeff rey Perkins, d.d.s.
Jason George, d.d.s.

General Dentistry

301-989-3400
13321 New Hampshire Ave.
Suite #102
Corner of Randolph  Rd.
(Colesville Professional Building)

O’NEILL ARCHITECTS, INC
Member of The American Institute of Architects

CUSTOM HOMES, ADDITIONS & 
COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE

Stephen O'Neill, AIA ~ Parishioner
101 Valley Brook Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8878 • Design@ONeillArch.com

Veteran Owned, Family Operated 
Local for over 30 years 

Outdoor Living Improvements such as 
Pavers, Patios, Decks & Sunrooms

Basement and Crawlspace Waterproofi ng,
Foundation Repairs and Structural Services

AllmasterHomeServices.com  410-317-5383

MHIC 28982

SpaceSpace
 Available Available

Matt Fermin
Realtor®/Parishioner

301.237.0001
mattfermin@gmail.com

Selling or Buying

Hoover-Fisher
Florist, Inc.

301-593-4700
Answered 24 Hours

4100 Howard Ave., Kensington, MD 20895
www.hooverfi sherfl orist.com

$150 OFF 
contracts over $1,000 or more when you mention

 this ad during your FREE consultation

410-532-9037  www.rolandslate.com
“Old Fashioned Craftsmanship for the Modern Generation”

Roofi ng • Annual Maintenance • Gutters
Masonry • Custom Copper Work

John & Brittany Rich 

Family Owned 
& Operated for 
Over 34 Years

MHIC 
125971 

0% FINANCING
Based on approved credit, terms may apply 

and a maximum fi nance amount.

Make Your Outdoor Living Space 
Dreams Come True
301-200-2425 
ce-plus.com • info@ce-plus.com  License & Insured • MHIC 156932

Don’t Advertise Weakly
ADVERTISE WEEKLY

This Space Available.
Please Call Us At 410-578-3600

YOUR AD WORKS ALL YEAR LONG... JUST LIKE YOU!YOUR AD WORKS ALL YEAR LONG... JUST LIKE YOU!
Build a long-term, friendly, reliable, trustworthy, 

loyal relationship with a great audience ...

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH FAMILIES!!!ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH FAMILIES!!!
Please call Please call 410.578.3600410.578.3600 for advertising information for advertising information

ROOFING • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWS • ADDITIONSDDITIONS
5.0MHIC# 131796 FINANCING AVAILABLE


